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PREFACE. 

I 



ErranHf passhnque ocubs per euncta tumti/* 

« 

To the traveller, who fond of novelty 
and iofbrmation, seeks out those regions, 
which may either afford retlection for his 
mind, or employment for his pencil, and 
especially to him, who may be induced to 
visit the neglected shores of Hib£RNIA» 
llie fQilowiiig pages are dedicated. 

Whilst ttie opposite coasts of Wales 
and Scotland, have fur inaiiy successive 
years. attracted the notice and admiratiof^ 
of the man of taste, and of the artist; 
whilst the press has so teemed with publi- 
cations, pointhig out their natural beauties, 
and works of military and monastick art, 
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that little more is left to be described ^ 

whilst Wales and Scotland, I say, 
have had the assistance of the Historian^s 
pen to record their annals, and of the ar- 
tist's pencil to pourtray their natural and 
artificial curiosities ; the Island of Hiber- 
NX A still remains unvisited and unknoim* 
And why ? Because from the want of 
books, and living information, we have 
been led to suppose its country rude, its in- 
habitants savage, its paths dangerous. 

Were we to take a view [says an Irish 
Historian] of the wretched condition in 
which the History of Ireland stands, it 
would not be a matter of astonishment, that 
we should be considered as a people, in a 
manner unknown to the world, except what 
little knowledge of us is communicated by 
merchants, sea-faring men, and a few tra- 
vdlers ; while all other nations of Europe 
have their historians, to inform their own 
people, as well as foreigners, what they 
were, and what they are */' 

The love of literature, however, seems to 

* Harcis* Hibernica^ 8vo« edit. p. 274. 
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be gaining ground daily in Ireland, as well 
m in the remoter districts of the sister 
kingdom * ; and particularly that class of 
it which will tend ultimately to make its 
provinces more frequented, and better 
known ; which will not only excite the at- 
tention of the sirangcTf but point out na- 
. tural beauties and curiosities unexplored 
even by the native. I allude to the general 
Topography of the Country, which has re- 
ceived a partial illustration from the Stati9^ 
tieal Surveya lately published ^. 

♦ Witliin these few years Book Societies have been 
established upon a most . liberal and extensive scale^ 
in tbe large trading towns of Bngland, and upon a 
usaller scale in many of its villages ; and I heard with 
mueh satisfaction from the Booksellers in Dublin, thai 
all mzc j)ublications were eagerly bought, and the older 
works, which treat of Irish History and antiquities, are 
QOt to be procured without much diihcuity and xe8eari:h* 

i* Every lover of literature will be glad to hear, that 
Dr. Beav^hrt, the author of the excellent Memoir 
and Map of Ireland, is engaged in a topographical 
description of Ireland upon an enlarged scale ; and - 
i|iuch may be expected from his indefatigable iseal^ 
and the luiowledge he posseaaea of his native counuyp 
A Bulotry tf ThhHn has also been annAunced fox pubv 
Kcation^ in which much new and aecjurate infonna* 
tiou msgr he expectied Uom it^ amhur$, Mr* WaiMartQU^ 

b3 
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When we consider, that the firet well^di^ 

gested Tour through JVales, bears so late a 
4.ate as 3781 *t and wfaea we look over the 
Yoluininous list of subsequent publications 
on the same subject, that have issued frocgk 
the press in the short period of twenty-five 
years, may we not expect that the same 
spirit of enquiry will extend itself gmdually 
into this country ? 

The English are regarded by foreigners 
ixs B. rambling n'dtion; but I am proud to 
think, that this 'oagaboiid spirit arises, not 
from any dissatisfaction with our own 
home, our country, or our government ; for 

Keeper of the Records, and the Rev* Mr. WkUelawe, 
who has already laid hefore the public, an interesting, 

though melancholy account, of the state ot boiue pai ts 
of the metropolis. / 

Statistical accounts have been published of the Coun- 
ties Dublin, Wiekhw, KUkemnf, Qurevi't Onmiy, Co- 
van, Armagh, Monagkan, Meath, Down, Londonderry, 
Tyrone, Donegal, Sligo, LeUrim, and Mayo, ' " ' 

♦ A Tour through North and South Wales, by H. P. 
Wyndham, Esq. 1 vol. 4t6. 1781. A small work, entitled^ 
A Gattieman's Tour in fVakSf was pabhshed by tlie same 
author, in 1774, and this is the JirU tour I recollect to 

have seen, thai mciiib either credit or attention* 



Digitized by Google 



PREFACE^. T 

"where sball we find tbeir equals ? Qumtdo 
uUimi invenks parem but from a laudable 
desite of research and information. The 
spirit and even the power of fartign travel 
is now checked ; we can no longer trace on 
the spot, tliose classical scenes described to 
ns by the ancient Poets and Historians, and 
which in our younger days of study, we 
even read with enthusiasm ; we can no 
longer in safety ascend the steps of the Ca- 
f>iTOL, nor wander peacefully along the 
luxuriant shores of Baije or Misenum; 
even the ixozea regions of Mo NX Blanc 
are interdicted to us by the ferocious de- 
crees of a CoRsiCAN Despot. Let not, 
however, that laudable spirit of enquiry 
droop, nor grow less active by such an un- 
expected interdiction. 

Our own kingdom still remains unex- 
plored; a Jungdom abounding in a variety 
of the most amusing and instructive objects, 
suited to erery taste, to every genius ; a 
kingdom furnishing the most interest hig and 
atnple materials for the pen as well as for 
the pencil ; a more intimate knowledge of 
which will, in the end, prove more satisfac^ 
tory perhaps than the information collected 
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during a foreign tour* The knowledge of 

ones self^ and of ones country^ is truly desi- 
rable, but it is a knowledge diat few are 
able, or bold enough to attain. 

The traveller who makes Ibblakd the 
object of his excursions, will experience a 
double mortification, in finding the books 
relating to that country so few, when com- 
pared to those descriptive of every other 
part of our kingdom ; and in finding so few 
amongst the natives who are able to give 
him such general information as he could 
wish, concerning the objects most worthy 
of his attention ; but he will every where 
find a hand ready to assist, and a heart 
open to receive, him in all his difficulties. 

It is not my intention to give a detailed 
account of all the different publications 
tliat tend to illustrate the History of Ire^ 
land, but to mention a few only of those 
which I consider the most useful and im- 
portant. They who are desirous of gain* 
ing more ample information on this sub- 
ject, may consult Bishop Nicholsok's 
Irish Historical Library^ and Sir Ja^ies 
Ware's account of Irish Writers, 

Amongst the aucient manuscripts, the 



Digitized by 



MSFACB. TU 

Anmk of Inmifalki^ and the PsaUer of 

Cashel, are the most frequently quoted, but 
it appears doubtfal, if any perfect copy o£ 
either of them exist at this day; 

Of old historians, we hare Gi&ALJ>ira 
BB Barrt, or Cahb^rbksis, who wrotq 
the Topography and Vaiicinal History of 
Irdandj which was published in Latin by 
the celebrated Antiquary Camden, in a 
foiio volume^ entitledt AngUm^ Hibermca^ 
Nommnnioay Cambrica. A translation of the 
Vaiicinal History f which relates to the inva* 
sion of Ireland, by Earl Steokobow, ii^ 
the year ll67»was made by John U00KBB9. 
and publislied (with a continuation to the 
year 1686), in the first yolume of HoUm^ 
$hedt$ Chronicles ; in which also there is au 

old description of Ireland, by Staiii- 

HURST *. 

• The literary world will be shortly gratified by a re* 
publication of thiscurioiis ooUection of Chronicles, which 
bMbeenviidertakenby aaode^of bookseUert. Should 
gnccess iittend tbeur undertakings they purpow reprintmg 

the whole of the English Chronicles, which for many 

years have been exceedingly scarce and dear. When we 
jpooiideo that they form the groundwork^ and very es* 

Mioeof our Sn^ab Uittoryi it is mgdar, ibs^ tber 
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: A foUd^ vohiihe ^ was published ill tte. 
year 1662, by John Lynch, [under tb^ 
fbigned name of Gaatianus Lucius^} 

entitled Cambrmsis eversus^ &c« in which hQ 
endeavours to eixpose the mistaken fitlse-r 
hoods and calumnies of Giraldus. 

The roiraculious stories which GiraXi** 
Dus recounts most seriously m his Topogia- 
phtf of Ireland, are so truly lidiculous, thati 
I could almost fancy, that by so doing, he 
meant to satirise the credulity of the Irish 
Ration *. 

* ' • . ! 

should have remained unpublished for so long a timek 
tiAf the ftpiriced eatampte of Mr* jQhma^mho at his own 
•xp^ce has ktd/ prints a magnificeqt edition of Froi$^ 
mrty be followed with success by the publishei» of J9b/* 

limhtd ! 

* I caDDot believe^ thai a man so learned, and so Hell 
versed in all the manuscripts of the dassica^^attthots, and 
a man so enlightened in the dark age in which be lived, 
cobtii place either credit or confulence in those strange 
events which he so often relates : that he doubted of their 
truth, his own words Will soffidently testify : Scio tamen 
tt certut sum, me nOnnulU icriptutwn, qwt lectori vd 
pomhilia ttl etiam ridicultm i}idd>untuf, Nec ego voh> 
iemerl crtdi cuncta qn/Bposui ; quia nrc d me ipso itd vrc' 
duntur, iauquam nulla dc disitin med cogUationc dubi* 
hutio/* ' * * - ' • * * 
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of Ii*eland by Richabd SxftpNGBow, Ro^ 
B^KT JPite^StefhbN) aod MAtraiCB/ 
Fit^-Geeald, we must give greater 
cmdit^ though even in this work, he is^ 
accused by Uic Imh writers of partiality,, 
and firequrat miarepreseotation : owiog 
iso his near relatioaship to the two lat- 
ter chtettams, I will allow that his pea may;^ 
sometimes have been guilty of partiality, 
but when we consider tliat this manuscript 
was composed in the year 1187, and only 
seventeen years aftp: the invasion of Ire- 
land took place, and when we consider 
also the near connexion between the acton. 
and the mdkor^ who visited Ireland him>«; 
self in the year 1183 ; we must not, I think, 
(a^ the Irish writers would wish us to do,) 
consider this history of Giraldus. as a. 
mere &bie, or a miraculous tale. : 
. Geoffry Keating, an Irish priest, 
composed a history of his country, fronot 
the earliest times to the period of its inva- 
iton by the English, in the reign of King; 
Henry the Second. This manuscript was 
traqskUed into Jlinglish, by . Deamod 

d^dNw6%wd (ttiatodf firot m 1723i 
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afterwards in a more costly manner in 

1738. No great credit is allowed to this 
work by more modem historians. Sir 
Richard Cox calls it "an ill'digested heap 
of silly Jictum and Peter Talbot styles^ 
it, Insigtie planif $ed insanum opus^" and 
snch indeed, on ezaminatioii, it appears to 
be. This large volume is entirely devoted 
to the earbf history of the Irish^ which, 
like that of all other nations, abounds in 
fable and fiction. 

xVnother author, OTlaherty, pub- 
lished a book, entitled, Ogygia $eu rerum 

Ilibcrnicarum Chronologia^ A. D. l685, 
which has been translated into English, and 
relates chiefly to the more ancient history 
of the country. 

But the most esteemed and authentic 
Irish historians, overlooking the early and 
fabulous annals of their country, have com«* 
nienced their histories from the period df 
the English invasion ; amongst these is 

Sib Richard Cox, whose history ia 
continued to the end of the reign of King 
Charles the Second. 

Dr. Warkbr published an History of 
Ireland, and of its Rebellion, iu thieo 
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ptarfo volumes, 17^3-7^ This author nei- 
ther wholly credits tiie histories of Keat^ 
ing and O^Flaherh/, nor at the same time 
rejects them as wholly fabulous. He says, 
The native Irish writers betray so much 
vanity, and deal so much in the fabulous, 
as gives an air of romance to the whole, or 
to speak oi it in the most favourable and 
candid terms, as makes it appear to be a 

mythological rather than a real history/* The 
first volume of his work, comprehends the 
ancient History of Ireland, to the period of 
the English invasion, wherein he endea<* 
vottTs to reconcile the traditions and appa- 
rent fictions of the Irish writers. 

Dr. IjBLakd has pubUshed the same 
number of volumes in quarto, lie begius 
at the period of the Invasion, in II679 and 
terminates his work with the war of I69I. 

* 

The much esteemed Annals of Ireland, 

by Sir James Ware, were first publish- 
ed in a small volume, 1654, and 1658, and 
being afterwards miicli enlarged, were re- 
printed in foUo at Dublin, A. D. 1705^ 

The valuable manuscripts of this author 
were again revised by Mr. Uareis, who 
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printed them in two thick folh Toldine^ 
A. D. 1764. 

This work, which is now become exceed- 
ingly scarce, is by far the most esteemed 
book we have on Ireland. 

Tlic same auilioi has also published, both 
in faiio and octavo^ a collection of treatises* 
entitled, lUhernica; eiinongst which isacu*- 
hous account of the invasion of Ireland^ 
written by Maurice Regan, servant and 
interpreter to Dekmod Mao MuaaoGHt 
King of Lexn8Tbr« 

- The Pacata Hibernia^ byCAREw, is a va- 
lued woiiL and the Life of King JfilHam IlL 
by Harris, contains many interesting plans 
and views of the di£Rsrent sieges, battles, 
iftc. that took place in Ireland during hU 
reign. 

There are besides several detached histo* 
lies of particular epocha. f ynes Mobt- 
SON, in his Book of Travels^ has given a de- 
tailed account of the rebellion of I1ugh« 
£arl op Tyrone, from the year 1599, to 
ld03. The Poet Edmund Sfenser, Sib 
JoHK DAvtSy Sir John Temple, Lord 
Clarendon, and Sir William Fetty^ 
have each written political treatises on this 
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country; aad the Memoirs of tfaeDuKB 
of Ormond, by Carte, and of Lord 
CLAKRiCARDEy tbrow uiuch light upon the 
affairs of Ireland. 

Tlh^Mmmsticon of Mr. Arcuoale, con- 
tains a most valuabte collection of nionas^ 
tick auQals. A Monasticon was printed ixt 
the year 1723> in ocfwo; but in every re- 
spect inferior to the more enlarged editioiit 
in quarto^ edited by Mr. Archdale. 

Tiie Collectanea de Rebus Hibemkis^ pubi> 
lished by General Vai«lanc£T, and ex<* 
tending to six octavo volumes, contain many 
curious and learned treatises, particularly 
on the origin, language, and manners, of the 
ancient Irish. There are also several vo- 
lumes published of the Transactiom of the 
Irish Society. 

Dr. Lebwich has published a large 
qmrto volume, embellished witli plates, 
and containing a valuable collection of pa<» 
pers relating to the various antiquities of 
Ireland. The secottd edition of this work is 
considerably augmented. 

Mr. Grose, in his two foUo volumes of 
Antiquities, has illustrated, by views and 
short descripti<ms, the greater part of the 
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most remarkable castles and abbies in Ire- 
land; and Mr. Malton has engraved a 
magnificent series of the principal buildings 
in Dublin. 

Of Parochial and County History^ the ca- 
talogne is short. The city of Dublin has 
been described by Mr. IIauris, and by 
Mr. Febbab ; the Counties of Cork»K£b« 
BY, and Waterford, by Dr. Smitji, and 
that of LiMBBicK, by Mr. Fbrbab ; there 
is also an octavo volume, desciibiiig the 
County of Down; and in Yallanc^y's 
Colkctanea^ there is an bid account of 
Wjbst Mbath^ by Sir Henry Piers, and 
the Hbtory of Irish-town, or Kilkenny. 

The hst of Tours also is very scanty, and 
very imperfect, if I except the excellent 
Letters on the Coast of Antrim^ by the unfor* 
tunate Mr. Hamilton, who fell a sacrifice 
to the iury of the rebels, during the dis- 
turbances in 1797* 

Twiss published a very cursory Tour 
through the Northern and Southern Fro- 
vinces, in 1775 ; and Dr. Watkinson an- 
other, through the latter provinces only^ in 
the same year. Since that period, a short 
Tour through the Southern Froyince$, ia 

3 
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1797* has been published bj Holmbs ; and 

there is a collection of Letters, by Busu, 
entitled^ Hibemia eurwea^ 1769; giving a 
particular account of the Giant s Cause- 
y/TAX. ^ These may be distinguished by the 
title of Piciuresque Tours. That by Arth UE 
YouKG) io the years 177&-7 and 8, is more 
properly styled an Agricultural Tour; but 
the observations of this well-known author 
arc so just, and liis descriptions of natural 
scenery so accurate, and at the same time 
so animated, that all future Tourists will 
have reason to regret, that his remarks 
were so niucli confined to one favourite 
subject. 

But in one, and to the generality of 
travellers, the most important respect, the 
Irish Tonrist may think himself fortunate, 
in leaving two good maps, and an excellent 
Itmerartfy to direct his steps. The Map by 
Taylor is the best for travellers, but that 
by Dr. Beaufort, annexed to his Me« 
moir, is much iuller, and contains the 
names of many more places : it is more pro- 
perly called an Ecclesiastical i\Iap of Ire- 
land. There is also a Book of Roads, by 
Taylor and Skxjjker, which may be 
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found useful* The best Itioemry is that bj 
iWiLsoN, entitled, the Post Cham Compor 
fiion^ and far superior to the oue lately pul> 
lished by Sleater. It is indeed the beH 
JUr I ever saw« as it points out the greater 
part of the antiquities and objects worthy 
of notice. The descriptions of tlie two Irish 
wonders^ the Lake ov Killarney, and the 
Giant's .Caus£wax» are ample, and well 
drawn up« In two respects only, it seema 
to fail, namely* in giving more merit .and 
beauty to the gentlemen's demesnes than 
tliey deserve, and in not pointing out to th^ 
traveller, the best inns on the road, and those 
especially where he can find a suppjy of 
post horses. 

' Dr. Beaufort's iUt/woir, and Seward's 
Topographical Dkiiomry^ will be found use- 
ful books. There is also an octavo volume of 
WelUwritten Letters on the Irish Nation, by 
Mr, Cooper, which will both amuse and 
instruct the reador. The Almanack and Itcr 
gister^ published annually, will give every 
necessary information respectuig the City 
of Dublin, its officers of state, &c. &c. 

The voluminous works of Plow]>£h> Sir 
BiCKARD MusGjLAVE, and Mr. Gorpon:, 
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will afford ample details of the late Irish 
RebellioQ io 1798. 

The beautiful scenery of Killarn£T» 
has lately been most fully illustrated, with 
ample descriptions, and many highly finished 
engravings, by awell-knowntraveller^^IsAAC 
Weld, Esq. and supplies one of the great 
topographical desiderata of Ireland. The coast 
x>f Antaim would furnish materials for aa 
equally interesting volume, and toim a fine 
contrast, between the beautiful and the$avage 
features of nature. 

Having slightly mentioned those authors^ 
whose works appear to throw the greatest 
light upon the History and Antiquities of 
Ireland, [a previous reference to which will 
be highly useful to those who intend visiting 
that country *,] I shall add a few words re- 

* AD who travel with a view to gain information, well 

know the inconvenience, nay, the impombilUy of taking 
with them manif books. Previous information therefore 
should be gained from the hbrary at home; the outline 
of the intended tour sketched out, and short extracts 
made of the most remarkable olijects and historical 
events that are likely to occur, and attach to it. And 
here let me endeavour to impress on the minds of the 
jfQunger part of my readers, the great utility of keeping 
a Jaunml, It is even useful at home to note down daily 



specting the mode of travelling isx Ire* 
land. 

The love of liberty and independence is 
by nature implanted in the breast of every 
Englishman ; it is not only his birth-right, 
but his guide and upholder through life* On. 
no occasion, and in no p]ac6,willfm/ependenee 
be more requisite, or more useful, than dur- 
ing the progress of an Irish Ttmr. Ilie tm- 
veller must not expect to find those com-» 
forts and conveniendes which he will meet 
with on the Bath road, or even in many of 
.the remotest provinces of England ; he must 
not expect to find post chaises and post 
liorses, ready at a moment's notice, to waft 
. him from the Laki^ oi*' Killaenby to the 
Giant's Causbwat ; for these accommo 
dations are to be found only on the great 
roads of communication firom one city to 
another. On tlic cross roads, lie must bear 
with patience the delays of postboys, and 
the indifference of postmasters ; his purse 

will be taxed, and his Ume lost. To remedy 

occurences^ but infinitely more so abroad ; it assists the * 
mind in recollecting passed scenes^ and improves it bj 
describing them ; and hj csonag obtenuUionf'lt, malhnm 
imtruUHm, 

5 
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^hese ittCODveni^cesy the toutist muitmak# 

himself independe^tf hy being his own post* 
mastert, and bis own post boy ; in sbort» he 
must travel with his own carriage, and with 
his own horses ; all difficulties will then 
cease; for if he makes a proper choice of 
nesting places, and avoids such a gUe as 
Balyshannon (more of which hereafter) 
fdl will goon smoothly; for he will find ex* 
cellent roads, with better inns and fare than 
he would expect irpm the descriptions he 
has heard, and the impressions he may have 
fqsiaied of the general state of the country. 
. The traveller al^ who does not, pteviou9 
ip his journey,, supply his purse with the 
necessary provision of cash and notes, win 
l^e subject to repeated delays and imposi^ 
tions during his progress. These may be 
avoided by exchanging at Dublin his £ng« 
jUsh money into Irish, or by supplying him-* 
self solely with the latter, which I think the 
9ipst i^visable« 

The coip, or rather the tokens of the 
fionptry, a<0 six shilling, ten-penny, and 
five^penuy pieces. The difierence between 
tbe English and the Irish currency, is one 
j^enny in every shilling ; so that the guiu^i 

9* 
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passes for £.1. 2s.9d. Irish ; but a premitim 

varying from one to two or three shillings, 
according to the fluctuation of exchange, is 
given for tlieni ; so tliat tlie EngUsli traveller 
should exchange his guineas into Irish mo- 
ney at Dublin. The English shilliags, if 
goodywill sometimes, but not always, pass in 
the provinces : some object to them, if there 
is no impression of the head; and others 
weigh them with a little machine made for 
that purpose. Dcdlars also are current at 5s. 
5d. but the supplies that will be found most 
convenient, are Bank of Ireland Notes, and 
the several Irish tokens, which may be pro- 
cured in rouleaus at the N-ational Bank, or 
will be supplied by your banker. With these 
you will have no dithculty in paying your 
bills on the road, and avoid the necessity of 
taking in exchange any of the small Irish 
shilling notes, many of which, as well as 
others of larger amount, are forged. 

From, no one circumstance during my 
Jtni Southern Tour, did I experience more 
delay or inconvenience, which were obviat- 
ed during my Northern Tour, by the provi- 
sion of tokens. It is necessary however to 
bint to the traveller, on leaving Dublin, to 
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leave bis tokens behind him, for they will 

not prove current in Wales. 

If b; a faithful description of the large tract 
of country I have lately traversed, I can either 
contribute to the amusement or information 
of any future tourist in Ireland ; if I can in 
any degree smooth his path, or lighten his 

burden; or if 1 can so far excite the curl* 
osity of the natioeSf as to induce them to 
complete the outline of my imperfect sketch, ^ 
the end of this publication will be fully an- 
swered ; and if either through ignorance or 
inattention, I may have committed any 
local or historical errors ; let the failings of 
human nature, the novelty of the subject, 
and the words of my friend Giraldus, 
plead before the public in my behalf, 

*^ Et quofUam nihil humanum cmninb per- 
fectvm^ omniumque habere notitumyet in nulla 
peccarCf potius dvoimtatis estj qudm humani* 
tatU ; en'oresfm'tif si qud ex parte irrepscrunt, 
iim imperfectimis conditio^ qudm ipsa laccnm 
dktantia 7xddat vemaks, 



Digitized by Gopgle 



Digitized by Google 



INTRODUCTION. 



Various have been the names givea to this 
islaiicl^ and as various have been the accounta 

of its original inhaMtants. By C.tSAR aiid^ 
Taoitus, it was distinguished from Britain by 
the name of Hi^rnia: by Ptolemt, the 

Geographer, by that of I'vfERNiA. DioDORUS 
SicuLus calls it Iris; and StbabOi Ieuxe; 
to the latter of which, the Irish name of £RtK 
bears an affinity. It bore also the appellation of 
Scotia: and though Oaosius gives it the title 
of HiBEBNiA, he styles its inhabitants Scoti : 
Sed a Scotorum gaitibus colitur.^ Archbishop 
Usher* says» that it was not till after the 
coalition between the Scots and the Picts in the 
ekvcnth century, that both nations^ viz. Ir£- 
XAND and the modem Scotlanh came promis- 
cuously to be called Scotland: and even then 
all correct writers, in mentioning the two coun- 

• 

* Thii leinied writer, speaking of tbe eleventh oestury, sayt, 
** Nemhiem qui Mo aniectdenHum emtorum spatio tcripserity prih 
duci poise arbUramur (^m i^coiisis appeUatioiu Alhiima.m unquam 
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tries, distinguished them by Vefus et ntwa Sc^' 

tiay major, or minor, ulterior and citeriorJ' 
Yet Ireland seems to have retained the name 
of ScoTrA till the fifteenth century, at which 
period it is mentioned as such t)y foreign 
writers. 

As to its original inhabitants, it is most pro- 
bable, that Ireland, as well as England, 
were peopled from the neighbouring Continent 
of Gaul ; first by the Celtic, and afterwards 
by theB£LGTC tribes; and this supposition is 
corroborated, if not proved, by our adoption of 
the same names of people apd places, as used 
by them. Some authors contend, that the name 
of ScoTi is derived from the Scvtui and Scr-> 
THiA ; and that of Hiberni and Hiberxia, 
from Iberia and the Ib£ri, in Spain : others 
claim for their country a Phceniciak and Mi- 
lesian origin; and others get so deeply involved 
in the labyrinth of fable and romance, that they 
cannot with any degree of plausibility extricate 
themselves from it. 

It appears however clear, that at a very early 
period, and at a time when the greater portion 
of Europe laboured under the oppression of 
Gothic ignorance, Ireland became axelebrat- 
ed seat of learning a»d religion. After the pro- 
pagation of Christianity, it was dignified with 
the title of Insula Sanctorum, or the Isle of 
of Saints; so great was the number of holy 
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Hien it produced in the fifth and two following ' 
centuries, and so manjr were the missionaries 
it sent forth to propagate the Christian faith in 
Qther parts of the world. ^' Hither, says an ' 
Irish historian^ the sciences fled for protection, 
md here their followers and professors were 
amply supported. The City of AaHAOH had no 
fewer than seven thousand scholars studying at 
the same time, within its university, although 
the kingdom contained several other academies 
equally celebrated, if not equally numerous*/* 
In the middle of the seventh centuryi(A.D.646) 
we learn from Bem, that many of the higher 
and lower order of Anglo-Saxons, retired from 
their own country into this island : some to in* 
dulge their taste for reading, others to lead a 
life of stricter observance and solitude ; all of 
whom the Scots received with cordiality, lend* 
* ing them books, and affording them gratuitous 
instruction, as well as daily sustenance, 
j* The learning, ,reIigion| and hospitality for 

* C^Qnmar, Dissertations on the History of Irvland, p. 204. 

t *^ Etmnt ibidem (m Hibamd) eo tenijpoie (A. D. 6(S4) multi 
nobiliaiii simut et mediocriam de g^te Ang^onun, qui relict& 
insttli patria, vel divicue lectionis, vet cotitinenttorli viue gnui& 
illd secewenint ; et quos omnes Scotti tibertissim^ suscipientcs, 
victuin l is quotidianum sine prctio, librosquoque ad legcnduin, 
et magifttcrium gratuitum praebere curabant. 

Bei9 Hut* Eccles. lib* iii* cap, 27* 
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which Ireland was at this period so justly oe* 

febratedy arose from its numerous monastick 
Mabiisbments. Unprofitable as they may be 
deemed, in these our more enlightened days, 
when the sciences are no longer immured within 
the walls of a cloyster, and the seeds of know* 
ledge are so widely spread over the whole face 
of the globe, when the hands of the Capucin 
Friar can be more usefully employed than in 
begging charity ; and the labour of his sturdy 
limbs contribute towards the service of the 
community, yet, at a more remote period, these 

religious cstablishmcDts were highly beneficial. 
The Anachorite fixed his abode in some soli- 
tary vale ; the sanctity and morality of his life, 
imparted a higli degree of reverence to the spot 
after his decease ; and the stately abbey sprang 
up from the ruins of the Hermit's humble cell. 
Hither the learned resorted; here the ancient 
manuscripts were collected; here religion and 
learning found a safe and peaceful asylum. The 
munks imparted their knowledge and doctrines 
to numerous students, who disseminated them 
widely over the world ; neither have their public 
services been confined to the cloyster; for they 
were extended to the cultivation of the wildest 
desert, and most barren wilderness : and thus, 
by the sanctity of their morals, and by their en- 
lightened understandings wiMiii doors^and their 
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industrious labours tvihtouty they at once in* 
itructed, civilizedi and benefited mankind. 

iREttAiTD seems to have enjoyed a continued 
state of peace and prosperity till near the end of 
'Ibe seventh centttry, when it was invaded by 
order of Egfrid, King of the Nobthu if Brians, 
and its lands, cburcheSi and monasteries, were 
laid waste. 

" Anno sexcentisimo octog&simo quarfo,(A.D» 
684) Ecgjrid^ Rex Nordanhymbrorum, misso 
Hibtmiam cum exerdtu iuce Bereto^ ^stmit 

fniserh gentcm iimoxiam, et jiaiioni Anglormn 
' temper umicissimam : ita ut ne Ecclesiis quidenif 
iut mMosteriis fnmus parcerethostilU. ' - 

Bedcs Hist, Eccles. lib, iv. cap. 26. 
Towards the close of the eighth, or the be- 
V ginning of the ninth century, this country was 
invaded by a formidable band of northern bar- 
barians who continued their depredations with 
success for a long series of years. Amongst 
their leaders, Turgesius, a Norwegian, dis- 
tingiiislied himself by his tyrannical and daring 
spirit According to Giraldus, he landed on 
the Irish coast in the year 838 1» by his 

* These northciu uivadeis Iku c been distinguished by a great 
variety of names, vie. Koj-wcgims, Dmtr^, S:c. Ostmm^ or East- 
men, by the English^ and Dajf-Galis, im^aiis, (biack and 
wjjite foreigners) by the Irish. 

t Dr, Ltkmdt ia iiis Hktoiy ef Irtitmd, datet the kuiding of 
Turgmu, in the year 815; and Mr. Harm,ln hb moaiycf 
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successful victories, gained possession of a large 
district; but this author rather transgresses the 
bounds of truth, when he says, that in a 
short time Turgesius con^quered the whole 
Island;'' tot am sibi insulam inbreoimhju' 
gavit^* The curious circumstances attending 
the death of this tyrant, who ruled in Ireland 
for the long period of thirty years*, will be re- 
lated hereafter. i^ 

But the Norwegians, or Ostmenf, undaunt- 
ed by the death of their countryman, shortly 
after reappeared on the coasts of Ireland, not 
in warlike array, but under the specious pre- 
tence of trade and commerce, non in bellied 
classCy sed sub pacts obteniu, et quasi mercatura 
exercendas praete.vtuJ'' They were headed by. 

JDuNtit, fixes the landing of the Ostrnm^ A. D. S3S, agreeing 
with GirMu; but he places the death of Twrgmns in S45. 

* Annos igitur circitcr Iriginta Nurwagiens'nim pompa et Tur- 
gesii tyrannis in Hibcrnid perduravit: fi dciiide gens Hibornicft, 
servitutc depuba et pristinam libertatcmrecuperavit, et ad reg- 
ni gubernacula denuo successit. 

GirahU Tapag. Hib. p. 749* 
t In the Irish Histoiy these Norw^ans, or Danes, are better 
known by the name of Os/mon, or Eostmm, 

*' Oens igitur hsCi qnse nunc Otimamca gfns vocatnr, in- 
primis terne istins Regibns satis tractabiles fuerunt et pacifici. 
Sed ex quoin immcnsuin gLutris iiumcrositatejam excrcverant, 
et civitates fossatis et muris optime cinxcrant, antiques iniini- 
citias, alta mcntc repostas, noimunquam renovare, et acriter rr- 
bellaie solebant/' Giraidia^ p. 750. 
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three brothers, Aulaf, Sytric, and IvoB^who 
Were so ivell received by the Irish, and conduct- 



important cities of DuBLiK, Waterfobd, and 

Limerick*. Profiting by the supineness of 
the natives, who were continually engaged, 
either in external feuds, or domestic broils, this 
warlike and commercial people strengthened 
the cities they had already obtained, and ex- 
tended their power by further encroachments 
on the territory of the Irish. 

For the long protracted period of nearly three 
hundred years, (from the* death of TuB6E8ius,tn 
868 1, to the landing of the Englisli in 1 16^) the 
Irish annalspresent only a continued detail of in- 
testine wars between the natives and theOstmen. 



* Giraldai, allading to tbe natural indoknce of the Irish oap 

(iun, says, that the Norwegians were received by the common ' 
consent of the whole kingdom. 

** Quojuam euun innatJB ociositatis vitio gens Hibernica, nec 
maria lustrare, ncc mcrcaturae indulgerc aliquatejius voluerat; 
de communi totius regpl comilio perutUe videbaiur, ut gens ali- 
qua, ciijus opera aliorum regponum commercia, quibut hec 
. terra caruerat, hue adverti poiient, in aliquibus regni partibui 
admitterentur.*' Gintkhu, p. 750. 

Hturit, in bis Bidwry of DMt, placet this iuvasion of the 
Danes under Aulaffe, in the year 870. 

t in this chronology, 1 \id\c followed the dates of Girafdus ; 
who says, that Titrgesim landed in Ireland in the year 838 i and 
that he reigned there as prince for the space of tiurty years. 
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Of the latter, those settled at DqBLXN appear 
to have been the mostpowerfiil, who, not cpQ«» 
tented with the establishment and tci ritoi-y they 
had .^cured to themselves in a foreign country, 
carried on a piratical war against their opposite 
9^;ighbours in Wales, and in the^e .predatory 
9)(cursions, the rich shrine of Saikt David 
was frequently plunderedi and the city laid 
^i^aste* s. 

About the year 1 162, D»mod Mag Moi^os 
presided as King over the Province of Leik* 
STER, and had, on some occasions, proved him- 
self successful in battle against the Ostmen : 
this character has thus been described by Gi- 
RALDus DE Barri, a cotemporary writer*, 
. "Dermod Mac-Morogh vas a tall, man of 

stature, and of a larj^e and great bodie;, a va- 
liant and a bold warrior in his nation ; and by 
reason of his continuall halowing and crieng, 
his voice was hoarse : he rather chose and de- 
sired to be teared than to be loved ; a great op- 
pressor of his nobilitie, but a great advancer of 
the poor and weake. To his own people he was 
rough and greevous^and hatefuU unto strangers ; 

• Erat autcm Dermicius vn siatuice grandis, et corporc per- 
amplo; vii bellicosus et autiax in gcnte suA; ex crebro conlinu- 
oque belli clamore voce xaucitond. Timeri k cunctis qukm 
4iligi maieiis ; nobilium opprencMV liun^ilium erector, infestuf 
suii» cmu» alienii. JlliuDm omoiiim conu^ ifiw i 
tnriat omai. QinUi UHb* tMptff^a^t^ p*7^« 
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he irottld be agatost all meo, and all 
against him* 

About the year 11^, the crueltiea aad op^ 
pression of Dermod Mag Mo&ogh» stirred 
the resentment of Roberic O^Connor, King 
of Ireland who invaded the Province of 
Leinstxr : and so unpopular had its sovereign 
made himself by his manifold acts of oppres- 
sioD> that his vassals deserted liim in this time of 
his distress, and took this oppo|-tunily for 
avenging the grievances, which they had for a 
long time been forced to dissemble. Fortune 
fayoured with success the arms of Roderick^ 
and Dermod was obliged to fly from Lein- 
sxer, and seek refuge in England; where be 
llirBw himself at the feet of King Henht the 
Second, craving his protection, and swearing 
to him allegiance. The English monarch had 
for a long time viewed with resentment the 
conduct of the Irish, who, united with the Ost- 
nenv had committed so many and great depre* 

* OvrMii Conquest tf Irdmi^ tnunlated by /oin flooAier, 
in ^(O^Zmilctff Chronicles. 
fTbe more immediate caused Boderkli^i resentment, mt 

tlie conduct of'Ikrmod towards the wife of (fRoirk^ or (XRuark, 
a prince of iir?///«t, whom the Irish histoiians say he seduced 
and ravished; h\it Gtraldus, ever ready to carp at female in- 
comtancy, considers the lady as the principal on this occasion: 

Bfifta wmnm fvitf quia tt rifi vobni" Sho ww ravisbo4i 
mie she would be ravitbtd. 
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datiOQd against his subjects in W al£S ; and had 
often seriously meditated the conquest of that 
country: he had even in 1155, suiiiinonetl a 
, council at Winchester to consult about the 
expediency of such a measure; and had procured 
a Bull from Pope ADRiA>r to authorize his 
sion of that kingdom^ wiicnever a favourable 
opportunity should present itself*. 

Being at this time engaged iu foreign war 
against LouiSj King of Trance, he could not 
support the cause of Dermod by force of arms, 
but he caused the following edict to be issued 
in his favour : 

Hekrt, Kino of England, &c. &a 
unto ail his subjects ^ <§'c. sendeth greeting. 

IVhensocver the^e our letter* €kaU come 
unto you, knotv ye that we hwoe received Der- 
mod, King of Leinster, unto our protection^ 
grace, and favour : wherefore whosoever within 
our jurisdiction will aid and helpe him, our 
trust ie subject, for the recoverie of his land, 
let him be assured of our favour and licence in • 
that behalf e.^ 

Dermod, though very honourably received 
by the King, and according to due words of 

• This curious document is preserved in Rymer's TaderOtA.D, 
M54, and lias been translated by Lord Lyttellon.m his Historj/ 
of King Henry the Second : " Si ergOy quod conapisti animo^ ef- 
fectu dvxeris prosequentef con^pkHdum, Mtudt genttm Ulam bmtk 
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GiRALDCFS^ *^ spe tamen quim reionghabundan* 
tlit9 ea^hilaratus," feeling more encouraged with 
the hopes of future success, than by any immedir 
ate relieft proceeded on his journey to Bristol, 
where he hoped from the intercourse between 
that city and Ireland, to receive some news 
from bis own country. He there caused the royal 
letters to be publicly read, and offered liberal re- 
wards, both iu money and land, to those who 
would assist him in the recorery of his territo* 
tories. At length, Richard, son of C^iLBEiir 
i>£ Clare, £arl of Sxrigul an4 CuEPSTOWy 
came to Bristol^ conversed with, htm on the- 
subject, and acceding to his proposals, engaged 
to come over into Ireland the ensuing spring, 
upon condition, that Debuoo should give to 
him in man i age his only daughter Eva, and 
settle upon him the succession of bis whole in-^ 
heritance, and property in Ie£LAN1>. 

These preliminaries being settled to the satis- 
faction of each party, Dermod, anxious to be- 
hold again his native land, even at a distance, 
repaired to Saint Daviij where (according 
to the words of Giealdus) languishing and 
lying for a passage, he comforted himself as 

well as he might; sometime drawing, and, as 
it were, breathing the air of his country, which 
he seemed to breath and smell; sometimes 
Viewing and beholding his country, which 

d « 
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in a fair day, a man may ken and descry 
" Sic igitur tamquam ab ord Cambrici lit- 
toriSf atrU Hibernici salubritaUm Zephiri be^ 
neficio propinquiins haurienSy cf quasi desiderata 
fiidorem patricdjiaribus trahcnSf solatio quam- 
vis longinquo^ non tamen esiguOj dum inter 
colics ct nubiia vis discernitur, terra sua pro* 
Spectu lumina pascit" 

The rich Lordship of Glamorgan had been, 
subdued, A. D. I090, by a select band of Not- 
man knights, headed by Robert Fitz-Hamon, 
vhOy in reward for their military services, par* 
celled out amongst them various Manors and 
Lordships. From that period, to the one I am 
now treating of, the space of seventy^eigbt 
years had elapsed, during which, these Norman 
knights ijad spread widely over the soujhera 
provinces of Wales, and had secured their pos- 
sessions by strong castles, and other miUtary 
works. 

^< In the year II6S, when Derhod Mac 
M0RO6H had procured the Royal protect]on,and 
licence, to enlist ad venturers in his cause, Rhys 
AP Grufftdh held the sovereignty of South 
Wales, and David Fxtz-Gekald presided 

• * Inmy extracts from CHnddutf I have folloiKd tht English 
translation of that author by Jakn Hooker, which it to be found 
in the first volume of HotfuuieiriChromclet* 
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pver the See of Saint David. Each commise- 
rated the degraded condition of the Iiish sove- 
reign; £jpulantis calamitatem, sathhmnani'^ 
ter utroque commiserante,'' and- although from 
their exalted situatioujs they could not give 
him personal assistances ; yet by their influence 
they interested others in his cause. Of these 
personages, no one will hereafter make a more 
coDspicuoas figure in the Invasion of Ire- 
land, than Robert Fitz-Stephex, who at 
the time when he was Constable of AB£ET£iviy 
or Cardigan, in South Wales, was appre- 
hended by his own vassals, and treacherously 
delivered up to Prince KutS| who had kept 
him closely con6ned in prison for three years, 
and now only offered him liberty on condition, 
that he should take up arms, and assist him 
(Rhvs) against Henry II. King of England. 
Eut the noble youth, (who claimed alliance with 
the Welsh Prinee^and the English Monarch'^) 
chose rather to adventure his life, and to seek 
his fortune in foreign countries, than to hazard 
bis faith, credit, and fame, to the slander, re* 
proach, and infamy of himself, and his poste- 
rity." ** Maluit potim et pr(£elegii in exterd 
regiane sub capitis periculo^ fatis et fortuna 
se commit ter e^quam in detrimentum fama et opi- . 

* In a Sttbseqnent note, I sh^U lay before my feaden the ge- 
nealogiet of lit^Stq^hen, and of the other idventuren in Ire- 
land* 

d 3 
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nhnis sua suorumqiie opprobrium non modicum^ 
hlfidditatis in postcrum argui posse*** 

By the earnest entreaties of Davi0 the Bi- 
shop, and Maurice Fitz-Gerald his half • 
brother by the mother*s side, he was at length 
released from his captivity, when the folloMring 
agreement was made with Mac Morogh: 
•*That Robert Fitz-Stephen, and Maurice 
Fits-Gerald, shoutd aid and assist him in the 
recovery of his possessions in Ireland; and 
in consideration of their services, should receive 
a grant of the tourn of Wexford, with two 
cantreds of land adjoining, in, fee to them and 
to their heirs for ever/' 

Derm on being weary of his exiled life, and 
distressed estate, and anxious to revisit his iia- 
tive country ; iirst offered up his prayers and 
orisons at the shnne of Saint David, and then 
set sail about the middle of the month of Au- 
gust, A.D. 1 169. lie is said to have landed at 
a place called Glascarrio, from whence, he 
with difficulty made his way through an ene- 
my's country to Fernes, where be remained for 
Ithe winter as a private man, and was honourably 
received and entertained by tlie clergy of die 
place. Apud Fernas igitur a Clero loci Ulius 
honorijich jujpti modulum earum facuitati* ejr« > 
cepius, dissimidata pauiisptr primijJLS majtatate^ 
satis singuiariUr h^^cmavU*' 
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A.D. 1170. In the month of May, Robert 
Fitz-Stephen, embarked on board three vies* 
sek, and landed safely in the Ban ^ He was 
accompanied by a chosen band of .Welshmen, 
consisting of one hundred and thirty t of his 
ovm kinsmen, sixty men in armour, and three 
hundred archers and footmen. On this same 
expedition came also Uervet deMont-Mau- 
&iCEy a man, poor, unarmed, and flying before 
the face of fortune ; ti avelling on behalf of his 

* Tbe Bm IB a little creek» takl, by theannoUtor on GirMii, 
to be diitAftt twelve miles from Wexford, 

t " Ititerea vero Roberfm Sitfikam fiUm nec ptvminionis inh 
menwr nee Jidei eomiemptor 130 miiitihu de proximit et alamnis 

Skis se preparanSf nec non et aim 60 loricalis, sagittariis qttoque 
pedcstribus quasi 300 de elect a Wallicr juventiUe circd Calendcu 
Maii in tribui navibus apud Baimam applkuit.** 

The translator of this passage, as m cU as the Historian Cox^ 
have made the nomber of Fitz-Stephen* s kinsmen only thirty* 
Tbe tfAninnff seems to apply to fwter^kUdrenf who were brougjht 
up, (as m Wales) by fotter'fatken* Loricatus is properly a mai^ 
in a coat of maily or with a breast plate. 
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uncle, B-i CHARD STROVGBo^r, rather as a spy^ 
thaxi & soldier. P^ir quoquc Jugitivw^ () /acie 
fortuMf inermU et itiops, ex parte Rickardi 
Comitis, (ciijus patruus crat) csplorator^ potius 
quam expugnatot\' On the , folio wing day, 
Ma0ric£ D£ Prendebgast, anative of South 
Wales, and a man of courage and judgment, 
with ten geatiemea of service and a large 
body of archers, landed in the Ban; but being 
apprehensive of an attack from the natives, who 
bad been alarmed at the previous landing of his 
associates in arms, he thought it advisable to 
dispatch a messenger to Mac Morocu^ inform- 
ing him of his safe arrival, and requesting of 
him an additional escort. He first sent bis base 
son DoNOLD to his assistance, with a body of 
of five hundred men, and speedily followed in 
person: when, having renewed more strictly 
their former leagues and covenants, they with 
one accord proceeded on their march to Wex- 
ford; and uniting their forces with those of 
Fitz-St£F HEN, commenced an attack upon that 
city ; but they failed in their first attempt, 

* Not to watcli die doings of bis couotiymen, wBercby to 
tftke them in a trip, but to note, mark, and consider the nature,^ 

manner, and disposition of the country and people, whereby to 
advertize the Earl how he should provide and order bis dom^ 
against his coining over into the land. Hooker. 

t The milites of Giraklvs have been translated mio gentianen 
yMflwebyhisaimotator. Mooker^ 
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and were repulsed by tlie townsmea. Amongst 

the assailants, was a youth named Rob£rt 
Bajiei*, who, being hot and of a lusty cou- 
rage, and nothing afraid of death, so he might 
atchieve unto honour, gave the liist adventure 
to scale the walls ; but he was stricken with a 
great stone upon the headpiece, wherewith he 
fell head-long down into the ditch, and escaped 
very hardly.'* On the following morning the 
attack was renewed by the English f with such 
vigour, that the townsmen sued for peace, 
which they obtained upon a promise of strict 
fidelity, and delivery of hostages. Mac Mo- 
ROGU now fulfilled his covenant with Fitz- 
Stephen^ and delivered up to him the town of 
l^ExroBD; and to Hervet be Moni-Mau- 
EICE he gave in fee the two cant reds, lying on 
the searside between Wexford and Water* 

FORD. 

These successes of Mac Morogh, and his 
£ttglish allies^ excited the attention of Rode- 
rick O'Connor, Prince of Connaoght; but • 

* Rob€rt Barri was the eldest son oj WiUum de Barrio of Ma- 
norhttr^ in Pembrokeshire, who married Angkaradt sister of Ho- 
bert liijs-Si^ktn, and daughter of the celebrated Nest, 

t I call the enemy by the name of EngUtk in distinction to 
the Iriih, though in fact RiAert Fifz Stephen, Maurice dePrender* 
gastf and Robert Barri, were by the father's side Norvian, and by 
the mother's, IVehh. I bhall, iiowcver, in future, call these ad- 
venturert by the |^<»eral term of EnglitA* 
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doubtful of the event of war, he (hought tt 

more prudent to conclude a treaty with them, 
by which Mac Morogh should ht allowed 
to retain the whole Province of Leinster, to 
him and his heirs ; but acknowi edging Ro- 
pe rick to be chief monarch of Ireland* 
and vi^ldinor him all the service due to that 
high station. As a further pledge of friendship 
between them/ Roderick promised Mac Mo* 
ko(;h liis daugliter in marriage; and they ^e- 
cretl}^ agreed, " that as soon as Mac Morogh 
had reestablished good order in the Province of 
Leinster. he shoukUend home all the English, 
and should not procure any more to come 
over.'* ' 

But, at this verj' crisis, Maurice Fitz-Ge- 
bald lands at Wexford with a fresh supply 
of troops, consisting of ten gentlemen of ser- 
vice, thirty horsemen, and ahout a hundred 
archers and footmen ; upon which intelligence^ 
Mac Morogh, availing himself of this une^t- 
pected reinforcement, is determined to revenge 
the many injuries which he and his father had 
oftentimes received from the citizens of Dub- 

* Each province of Ireland had their particular princes, and 
none of thete did hold any one of the other; but choice was 
made of tome cm of them, by the whole estates of the land, to be 
Monarch ; and he for the time being, did take and receive ho- 

niugo and fealty of all the others; not in respect that he was a 
particular prina, Out because he vias the Monarch. Ilvukcr* 
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LINT and whilst Fitz-Stephen was actively 
employed in erecting a fortress upon a rock 
near Wexford, called Carr£6» he prevails 
upon Fit z -Gerald to accompany him to Dub- 
lin. Having ravaged all the environs of the 
city, and its adjoining territory, the citizens are 
compellecl to sue for peace, and to take the 
oaths of fealty and allegiance. 

Mac Morogh elated by these unforeseen sue* 
cesses, still breathing the spirit of revenge 
against Roderick, and meditating the inva* 
ston of CoNNAUGHT, noMT thinks proper to re- 
mind Earl Strongbow of his promise made to 
him at Bristol ; and thus addresses him : 

^^Tempora si numcres, qua nos numeramus egentes, 
Non venit ante suum nostra querela diem.** 

' *' 1^ you do well consider and mark the time 
as we do which are in distress, then we do not. 
complain without cause, nor out of time. For 
we have already seen the storks and the swal- 
lows ; the summer birds are also come, and with 
the westerly winds are gone again. We have 
long looked and wished for your coming, and 
^ albeit the winds have been at east and easterly ; 
yet hitherto you are not come unto us. MTier6- 
fore now linger no longer, but hasten yourself 
hither with speed ; that it may thereby appear, . 
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laot want of good will, norforgetfuloess of pro* 
mtse, but the injury of time hath been hitherto 

the cause of your long stay. All Leinstek is 
already wholly yielded unto us ; and if ydu will 
speedily come away with some strong company 
and force, we doubt not but that the other four 
portions** will be recoVered, and adjoined to 
this the fifth portion. Your coming therefore, the 
more speedy it is, the more grateful ; the more 
hasty, the more joyful ; and the sooner the bet- 
ter welcome; and then our mislike of your 
long lingering, shall be reconipen&ed by your 
soon coming ; for friendship and good^will is 
recovered and nourished by mutual offices, and 
by benefits it groweth to a more assuredness." 

Stbongbow continued undecided whether he 
should adhere to the promise made to Mac Mo- 
rogh; but at length he made application to 
King. Henry, requesting of him either a full 
restoration of such possessions as by inheritance 
did lawfully appertain unto him, or liberty to 
seek his fortune in foreign countries : but he 
could gain no decisive answer from his Royal 
Master, who was jealous of the successes which 
the English and Welsh adventurers had already 

•The other four portions here alluded to, arc Cu/diaag/if, 
Munstert Ulster, and Mcath: the latter of which is now no 
longer a provmce of Ireland, but degraded into the Comtia of 
Meath and Wtrimioth. 
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met with in Ireland ; but liis answer was of 
such a nature, licentia ironica magis quam 
«7«ra,"that Strongbov ventured to construe 
it to his own advantage, and determined to 
undertake the Irish expedition. The winter 
season being past, he sent over before him a va- 
* liant and expert young man of his own family, 
named R£ymund, accompanied by ten gentle- 
men of service, and seventy arciiei%. Tlicy took 
shipping about the calends of May, A. I). 1 1 70, 
and having made good their lauding under a 
rock on the sea-coast, called Dundunolf*; 
which lieth between Waterford and Wex- 
ford, and about four miles east from the for- 
mer, they threw up a slender fortress of turf 
and wattle, " tenue sath ex virgis et cespite 
castrum crexerunt but they did not long re- 
main at rest in their new settlement ; for the 
citizens of Waterford, on the news of their 
landing, immediately tlew to arms, and assisted 
by Malacht O'Feolain^ Prince of the De- 

* This place is thus written by Giraldm: Dr. Sutitk, in his 
History of WaUrfurd^ names it Dundrone, and in a note adds, 
** that in some accoonts, the landing ii said to have been at i>o»- 
JHe, in the County of Waterford, The annotator on GirddMt^ 
(Hoaxer) says, ^ that DmdoM^e is a rock standing in the 
Coimty of Waterfordf upon the seaside, about eight Englii>h 
miles east from Waterford^ and about twelve Irish miles south 
from Wexjord: it iuis a strong castle appertaining to the an- 
cient house of the Powers of Kilmaithen, ( KilmcadenJ and call-? 
cd th^ name of Dmdoro^hJ* 
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'CIE8, crossed the River Suiee, which separatcB 

the Provinces of Desmond and Leinster, and 
' marched directly^ with a force of three thou^ 
sand men, to attack the invaders. The gallant 
Reimund came forth to meet them with hi& 
small but determined band of associates : bufc« 
the numbers were too unequal ; and after the 
first onset, he was compelled to retreat towards 
his fort The Danes and Irish* thinking theur 
victory complete, pursued them so closely, that 
they entered the gates fighting. Reimund, 
aware of his perilous situation, boldly faced the 
enemy, and ran through with his sword the ftnre^ ^ 
most who bad gained admittance ; then with a 
loud and animated votce* cried out to his com*- 
pany 'to he of good comfort. His troops rally 
again around him, and making a desperate 
sally, put the enemy to flight. Five hundred 
were slain on the field of battle ; many others 
precipitated from the rocks into the sea, and 
seventy of the principal citizens were detained 
asr prisoners of war*. Thus, exclaims Gxbal- 

♦ The cause of this happy reverse of fortune, has been re- 
lated sonu what different!^ by Riga/i (the servant auJ intrrpretcr 
of Mac Alornghjy he says, ' The company with Rt^mund liid 
not exceed one hundred English; but before the enemies com- 
ing, he had gotten into his bands all the cows of the country 
near him. Being besieged, by a general consent it was advised, 
rather to sally and die manfully, than endure a lingering siege. 
Etymund then comtnaiids the g^tcs to be opened, the cattle was 
9 
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t>U8, fell the pride of WAtliRroED! thus did 
its power vanish ! 

The treatment of these prisoners became a 
matter of serious dispute between Reimu'nd, 
and Hehvey de Mont AIaubice, who, imme- 
diately on his landing, had come to his assist* 
ance with three gentlemen of service- The for- 
mer, leaning to the side of mercy, contended, 
** That these prisoners ate no enemicis now, bnt 

men ; no rebels, but such as be vanquished and 
overthrown ; and by standing forth in defence 
of their country, by evil fortune, and a worse 
destiny, are subdued. Their adventures were 
honest, and their attempts commendable, and 
therefore they are not to be reputed for thieves^ 
factious persons, traitors, nor yet murtherers. 
They are now brought to that distress and case, 
that rather mercy for example^s sake, is to biB 
shewed, than cruelty to the increasing of their 
misery is to be administered. Surely our an- 
cestors were wont in times of good success and 
prosperity', to temperate their loose minds, and 
unruly afiections, with some one incommodity 
or other. Wherefore let mercy and pity, which 
in a man is most commendable, work so in us, 
that we, who have overcome others, may also 

driven fertb, and followed with shouts and cries, to affright 
them, who brake in upon the Irish, put them into such confu- 
sioa, that the English gbtaiacd ao easy \ictory.* 
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now ;»ubdue our own minds, and conquer our 

own affections ; for modesty, moderation, and 
discretion, are wont to stay hasty motions, and 
to stop rash devices* O how commendable and 
honourable it is to a noble man, that in his 
greatest triumph and glory, he countetli it for 
a sufficient revenge, that he can revenge and 
be wreaked r 

H£av£Y,on tlie contrary, pleaded for cruelty 
and death. He replied, " Our victory is to be 
soused, that the destruction of these few may 
be a terror to many ; whereby ail others, and 
this wild and rebellious nation may take an ex* 
ample, and beware how they meddle and en- 
counter with us. Of two things, we are toi^ake 
choice of one; for either we must valiantly and 
courageously stand to perform what we have 
taken in hand, and all fond pity set aside, 
boldly and stoutly overthrow and vanquish this 
rebellious and stubborn people; or if wc shall, 
after the mind aud opinion of Reitmund, alto* 
gether be pityful, and full of mercy, we must 
hoist up our sails, and return home, leaving, 
both tiie country and our patrimony to this mi- 
serable and wretched people.** 

The opinion of Hervey was best liked, and 
the captives (like men condemned) were brought 
to the rocks, and their limbs being first broken, 
were cast headlong into the sea. 

In the mean time, £a&l SxaoNosow was 
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active in making preparations for this great ex- 
pedition. Coasting the southern provinces of 
Wal£S, and collectiag levies of the most 
chosen youth of the country, he proceeded to 
St. David's, and having procured the neces- 
saries for his voyage, he set sail from Mil ford 
Haven with a favourable wind, and landed ia 
die Bay of Waterford on the fiSd August, A. D. 
1171. This military force consisted of about 
. two hundred gentlemen of service, and a thou* 
sand soldiers. 

The day on which Strong bow landed (the 
^3d of August) was the vigil of the feast of St* 
Bartholomew ; on which account the attack 
of Waterford was probably deferred till the 
day succeeding the festival : 

" Mane verdpost festum, die quidem Martis^ 
Martia communiter ad urbis insultum vesilla 

The citizens who had escaped from the pur- 
suit of Reybi UND, after their attack on his fort 
at DuNDONOLF^ defended themselves manfully 
on this occasion, and gave the English two dif- 
ierent repulses. Reymund, however, espying a 
small house of timber % built upon posts^ and 

• The cndit of dus mmim has been gjven to ^tifwrni^ by 
mmy authors. The annotator on Ghraldiu (Hooker) says," that 

Rcimund joined Slrori^hu-x on the morrow after his laiidina with 
ioiiy gcQtlemeQ service/' aud that by the assent and desire of 
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connected with the wall of the city, encourag* 
ed hia soldiers to cut down the postd that sup* 
ported it, whicii having accomplished, the 
bouse fell to the ground^ and bringing down 
with it a large portion of the wall, occasioned a 
breach, through which the English immediately 
entered the town, and putting the inhabitants 
to death without distinction, obtained a most 
bloody victory *. Amongst the prisoners were 
R£GiNAtD» Prince of the Danes at Wat£a- 
FORD, and' Malacht 0'Feoi.ain, Prince of 

the whole army, he was appointed their ^vnfralMfMio.* he adds 
also, that Reymund first espied this house of timber, upon which 
the fate of Waterjord rested. But Oiraitlws is silent on this 
kutevmi; he says, ** ridcns domwnculam qiunidam ; * which, ac- 
cording to his text, would seem to apply to Earl Richard, the. 
name of Reymmidnot having appeared. Indeed the following 
panage at the conclusion of his account of the landing of 
StroHgbow, cap. xvi. lib. 1, seems to prove, that Jloc Moregkf 
Bi^mmtd, FUzFSiepkm, and ATaiirtee Fk^Gendd, did not arrive 
at Waterford ttU ^cr the city was taken. " Q^it i^%ur, ttCm 
ted inierveniu Dermiiii, qui mm Mauriiio, tt Stq^kamde, irec 
noH ei Rei/iimndo Jam tum udvenerat ct ad vitam rcservatis^ 
he* &c. 

* In the very place of this assaiilty is now builded a strong 
fort and block hoQ8e,which is very well famished and appointed 
with ordinance and shot. It is in the vety east angle or pomt 
of the walls of the city, and withio* on the south side the 
walls, it doth appear how the same was bumed by the finglish*. 
men at this their entry. Uoolttr, A. I>. 15a6Li • 
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ibt D£Cl£s*, wliose livea were spared at theiii* 
tttceBsion of DsttHob Mac Mokoob* 

This seene of carnage was quickly mtcceedeil 
by one of great festivity^ and the promised 
contract was completed between Eael SnONO- 
BOW, and Eva, daughter and heiress to Dcn-r 
MOD Mac MoEooUy Prince of Leinster. 
But no aooncr was the marriage duly so« 
lemnized, than the victorious chteftatns agaiil 
unfuried their banners^ and proceeded on thet^ 
march towards Dublin. Mac Mohoob haV' 
ing received advice, that the citizens had called 
together a very considerable force to their as^ 
sistance, and being apprehensive that many ob- 
stacles might occur on the direct road to DuB* 
' LIN, took a circuitous march to the eastward, 
ai|d by crossing the mountains of GtttrlnA^ 
LOGH, conducted his army safe before the waBa 
of the city. 

Towards its inhabitants Mac Moboob breath^ 

ed a very just and natural spirit of revenge, for 
they bad murdered his tiather in a public and 
open manner, and had added insult to their 
crime, by interring a dog with him in his grave. 

Fra omnibus namque civibm istos non immC" 
fitd habebat e:tasos. In medh namque iamii 

*The tower in whicfi these prisoners were taken, was at thai 
tee Called KefpmMt 2Wcr» ftom the mnfr i/t its Daniabi 
ftnates fl ia iiai wim fey the maw 
widi a tecri|»tUfli ia |»ti^ ly Uu ttmh ^ Ims iliA AMi» 
fiitiM. 
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cujusdam grandis, ubi^ tanquam' in foro, pf& 

curid sedere consuevcrant ; pat7^em ipsius im 
t$rmnptumf damno dedecm annectentes, cunt 
cone civescumulaverant.'* 

m 

, . Whilst the elders of the city, with Law- 
ftj&NC^ the Archbiahop at their head, were de- 
bating whether it would not be advisable to 
treat with ^Iac Morogh and his allies, Rey- 

, MUND and MiLo d£ Cogan, two spirited 
young men, rushed into the city, and gained 
a. complete victory. The better part of the in- 
babitantS; collecting their valuables, fled witb 
Hasculph, tlie Danish chiefUun, to the port, 
and embai king on board the vessels and boats, 

, sailed to the northern islands. 

Stron'gbow having remained a few days at 
Dublin to reestablish the tranquillity of that 
eily^^ and having entrusted the care of it to Mi- 
LO D£ Cogak, was induced, by Mac Morooh, 
to iavade and lay waste the territory of his old 
and inveterate enemy Q'Ruark, Prince of 
Meath ; upon which, Roderick O^Connor^ 
K;ing of Con NAUGHT, thinking, "that as his 
neighbour'a house was set on fire, his own might 

. shortly suffer the same fate," sent messenger? to 
^^IacMouogh, with letters to this purpose: 

^* Contrary to the order of peace, thou ha'st 
caRed together into this land a great multitude 
^f strangeis ; and as long as thou did st keep- 
ttiyscif witbii^ thine own country of LEiNsniiy 
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we bare therewith, and were couteated. But 
ti6v» not eating for thy oath) nor regardiog tbe 

Safety of thy liostages, thou ha'st so indolently 
passed thy bounds ; I am to require thee to je- 
tirey and withdraw thele ex«carseirof strangcsrsi 
Or else, without tail, I will cut oil' thy son's 
liead,' and send it thee.'' 

Mac Morooh^ howeVer, paid no aitenikm 
either to this message, or to his former compact 
. with RO0&RICK, hut answered, that he would 
n6t dediftt frdm his enterprise, tintit be had sub- 
dued all Conn AUGHT, [which he claimed as his 
ancient inheritance^] and recovered the Mo- 
l^AttCfiY of IftELAKO." Upon wbich, RoDB-^ 
EiCK ordered his son's head (whom lie liad re- 
ceived as a pledge of their, former Contract) td 
be cut off. 

A syn6d U'as no\^ held at Aa^iAOH, consist- 
iiig of the Whole clergy of IrelanDi to conito 
der respecting the arrival of these strangers in 
their country; when it was unanimously agreed^ 
that their siss^ and particularly their cnstom of 
buying English subjects from merchants and 
piratesj and reducing them to slavery, had 
called do^n iipon their nation the Divine cen«> 
sure, and therefore it was decreed, with the 
4in}versal consent of the wholjB assembly, that 
from beiiceforth the English should be released 
from bondage^ and set free. 

e8 
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Exaggerateil accounts of these victoric*, 
iUltngy that Stkonobow hskd wt only, t&co^ 
vered his own mherttance in Lkikitbb^ tnil 
had extended his conquests to other territories 
whereuuto he had bo title, reached the ears, of 
hk Royal Master, who issued a .pfoclamatio9t 
prohibiting strictly the entry of any vessel 
with supplies or meccbaadLse, into the ports of 
Irdand; and ordering all his* English sut^ta 
to return home before the next ensuing Easter, 
upon pain of forfeiture of their estates^ and.p^i:'^ 
soaal banbhrnent . ^ . • 

The advice of a council called by the Earl ou 
this .distressful event» was, that Rsymund 
shDttld be sent to the King in A<^uxtaikjb with 
letters to this effect : 

''My right honourable Lord! I CAme into 
this knd with yonr leave and favour, (as I re- 
member) for the aiding and helping of your 
servant Dsemojo .M^c MoAOoa, and whatso* 
^r I have gotten and purcbasedt either, by 
him, or any others, as I confess and acknow- 
ledge the same from and by the mean^ of youi 
gracious goodness, so shall the same «till reat« 
and remain at your deyotion and c<;n)i|ia^d< 

4BavMaavsi 4*9* 

RCTBttfNjo repailred immediately tQ t^e King, 
hut could gAiu no favourable answer to the 
Earl's letter, nor whtaJg^ fg^ Jbia fmn^ m 
distress^ . 
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A.D. 1 171. Ib the month of May, (about 
^Cjdeaflft)D£EvoDMAe Moaooii, King of 

LtiBJSTEE, died at Feenes, He has been de- 
$mhed hf GiE4.i<i>U8| '^as a tall man of atatur^^ 
nnd of a large and great body ; a valiant and a 
bold warrior; and by reason of his continual 
hallfywing^ his voice wa» hoarse* He rather 
cbose to be feared than to be loved ; a great 
oppiessQr .of his nobility, but a gicat advancer 
of tbe poor and weak. To bis own people he 
was rough and grievous; and hateful unto 
strangers ; he would be agaiust all men, and all 
men a^^nst hhn*'* Manus omnium, cmtri 
ipguniy et ipse contrarius omni.^ 

About iiitsuntide, the late Governor of 
DoBLiNy Hasci7Lpb> the Dane, who had fled 
so precipitately on the last attack of tliat city, 
jreappeared at the mouth of the River LiFjrEY, 
vith a large and well appointed fleet of sixty 
^hips. 

His troops^ under the command of John the 
Fuitious, made good their landing, and marcl^ 
cd towards the eastern gate, where Milo de 
CoOiiN was ready to receive them. The contest 
was sharp ; and fortune would probably have 
ultimately favoured the superior numbers of the 
Danes, had not Richaed de Cogav, by a well 
concerted feint, relieved bis brave brother 
Milo. Ou seeing his perilous situation, he sud- 
denly and secretly issued from the postern 
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p;ate, and stealing upon the backs of his e&e«! 
mieiSy made a great shout, and fell upon them; 
which unexpected attack so surprised and dis-? 
mayedthe Danes, that although the fate of the 
content was still uncertain, they broke tKeir 
ranks, and fled. * ^ 

JodN the Furious fell in battle, and Has* 
cuLvni in endeavouring to escape to hia'sihips, 
was taken prisoner, and conducted in triumph 
to (hat city, over which he so lately presided 
as governor. He was reserved for ransom, but 
on being brought before Milo de Cogan, and 
bis council, his furious tismper betrayed him : 
" We are come^hithe^ now, says the Dane, but 
a small company, and a few of us, and these^ 
are but the beginnings of our adventures; but 
if God sendnne life, you shall see greater mat- 
ters ensue and follow," Upon which, Milo 
revoked his former offers of ransom,and ordere4 
his head to be struck oiF. 

The situation of Strongbow and liis brave 
associates became every day mive distressful; 
all intercourse was interdicted with England, 
and no favourable answer could be procured 
from the King. 

The Irish Princes, instigated by Lawrence 
O'TooL, Archbishop of Dublin, availed them- 
selves of this favourable opportunity in endea<- 
youring to throw off the English yoke. They 
procured assistance from Gothbed, King of 
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ihe Isi£ OF Man ; and Roderick O'Connor^ 
King of CoNNAUOHT^ joined thu po\^fdl «kk 
alition. . ' : 

The Earl and his associates had been eloseiy 
besieged within the city for two months, and 
their provisions began to fail: to add to tlie 
general distress^ they received intelligence that 
Fit2«Steph£N was also besieged within his {qrl; 
at Carreg, by three thousand citizens of Wex- 
wotLD, In this awful dilemma, Mau&ice Fitz- 
Gerald addressed his fellow soldiers,, stating 
to them their very perilous situation, the im^ 
possibility of receiving any succours from sea, 
and the odium they should incur, if they suf- 
fered their brave compauiou, Fitz-Stephen", 
who first led the way into Ireland, to perish 
for want of assistance, kc. kc. He was warmly 
seconded by his nephew IIeymuni), who told 
them, that the time is short, the perils immi* 
nent, and the dangers great ; and therefore no 
delays are now to be used. It is no time no\y 
to sit in council, nor to spend much time in 
long speeches ; but in present perils, we must 
use. present remedies. We are to look for little 
comfort out of England^ I know the King dis* 
praisethnot our activities, but yet he favoureth 
not. our successes; he discommendeth notour, 
^aliantness, but yet envieth at our glory; in' 
words, he reporteth well of our services, but. 
y^t he secretly hindereth the ^uie ; he fear^ttl^f 
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^at which we mean not, and doubteth of that 
which we think not ; to trust therefore unto 
them, who care not for us ; to look for help 
from them, who roiod not my ; and to wait 
reltefi where none is meant ; it were hut 4 
mere foil j, and a lost labour on onr parts, and ii| 
theeudjike torcturn to our own sh^me, reproach 
«nd confufion^ Wherefore being out of all 
hope of any further help or supply, and out 
of all doubt of auy further conifort or relief, iet 
IIS, as becometh noble, lusty, and valiant men, 
try the course of fortune, and prove the force 
of the tnemyp And what though our enemies 
be never so many* and w€ in respect of them 
but an handfull, should we tlierefore be afraid, 
as though victory stood in multitudes, and 
isonqoest in great numbers? ^o, no, Kings be 
not so saved, nor Princes ,do so conquer ; for a 
&w men well disposed, and a small number well 

eofceuraged, are sufficient to encounter with 4 

greater number, being wretched and sluggards, 
My mind then and opinion is, that we do is^ue 
out upon them as secretely and as suddenly as 
we may, and boWly give the onset upon 
them*.- 

• This speech of Keymurd is not given by GiraUbn, in tke 
printed text of his llihenua expugnatOf h\\t as it h given at 
Jength by the translator, and forms a separate ^b^ptcr, vjz. 
I 9,m inciined to think, that he translated from some other ma* 
ausiijpt sopy oi^iraldm, Whea 1 ttktxed toliis diafeicnt Ml^ 
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Tim animated speech of R^iymund. produced 
the desired effect upon the minds of the soldiery 
who uMnimously yielded to his advice, aod 're-» 
solved to attack the ^neiny, Ainuiig^t these 
gaUaoi chieftains* were Saai^. SY]bpif0BQlr» 
If AirmCE FiTC-GEiiAtt>, with hi^ two soqsi 
CiaAU> aad Ai^fXAKOicR, Kevmund, Mim> 
m CoQAVff and MiTtsE FiTi!«iijitfiir; bar* 
ing reaolved that the first and principal efibrt 
shoikld be mad^ agciiu$t Rq^iirick. Prince of 
CoNKAUGHT, thiis determined band, coni^isting 
of about 600 men, sallied forth froiti the city 
in the morninp^, about the ninth hour, against 
an host of 30,000 men, each contending who 
should be foremost in this desperate ttndertak<> 
ing, but Ueymund inter prmos prmua ca> 
isieiiSf** among the first being the first, et iongk 
mf€ uKo9^ and long before the rest, gave the 
first adventure, and peifprated two of the ene- 
my with his lance. The unsuspecting enemy 
thus surprised, were suddenly put to flight, and 
Roderick, who at the commeiiceuient of the 
attack, was sitting in his bath, escaped vrtth 
difficulty. The English pursued the fugitives 
on all sides till evening, when they returned 

relating to Waks^ I found they varied very much, some being 
much more diffuse than others ; and as the 25th chapter of 
HookeTy i$ the tmnslation of the 24th of Ginldutf it appeart as if 
ComdSesa bad ossitud the chapter conttiiiiDg this i^tecch of J2qf- 
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laden with spoils, and a plentiful supply of pro« 
visions* . - 

The City of Dublin being again rendered 
secure, and the Province of Leii^ steh recover- 
ed, the army recruited by fresh supplies, and 
encouraged by a considerable booty, SnoKO* 
BOW proceeded with all possible dispatch to the 
relief of his friend Fi7z^St£PH£n, at Wsx-i 
POB0, who, under a false pretence, had beeii 
induced to buncuder himself into the h^nds of 
bis enemies*. 

i. 

Some Irish historians say, that the Earl was 

^ittacked on his journey thither, by a chieftain 
of the country, named 0*RTA2r, at a plate 
called *'The EarVs Pass;' in the Country of 

Opron£|, and that bis oniy son, a youth of 

* The Iri^h and Danes seeing thcfe trft$ little prospect of 
taking Fiiz-Stepkm and his fort by open assault, bad recoane 
to traacbeiy, ** adconsuetafaltadee tela^Jigmeniaqu^ dahsa concur* 
nmiJ* They conducted the Bishops of Wexford and Kikkrtf 
together with other persons dressed in religious habits, before 
the ramparts of the Castle, and there, in the presence of their 
jeligious relics, lake iheir corporal oalii on the Holy book, " that 
DuhVn is taken, and that Stronghow, Fitz-Grrald, Jlei/ipund, and 
whole Engli&h army were dc»tfoycd» and ih^t the united 
armies of Comutugki and Leiiuter were on their march towards 
Wetfcrd," 

t Odrone, or rather, Bp^drwe^ js a Barony- in the County of 
Csrto, which appears at this time to bave'been a territory bep 
longing to the 0*Ryans, and held by fealty an<) service uncle^ 

the King of Lciiisitr. By the marriage of Liirl Strongbm\ witj^ 
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^bout seventeen years, frighted by the ]ium*r 
ber and ulalatioQt of. the Imfa, ran away from 

the fiield of battle, and made towards Dublin; 
but being there informed of his father s victory, 
he joyfully returned to congratulate him on 
that success; but the severe General, having 
first reproached him with cow ardice, caused him 
immediately to he executed, by cutting him off 
in the middle with a sword. Such is the ac- 
poutit given of this transactionby Sir Richard 
Cox, in his HUtory of Ireland^ who adds, 
^* that the tomb both of the father and the son is 
to be seen in the body of Christ Church, 
DuBLi^i Wher^n formerly was this bald epi* 
' taph: 

Nate ingrate^ mihi pugnanii terga dedisH, 

Non.mihif sedgcnti^ rtgno quoque terga dedistL 

On approaching to Wexford, Stronobow 
received intelligence, that the Irish had set fire 
to the city, and had retreated to an island 
withm the haAour, called Begery*, and they 

J^va, daughter of that Prince, the services devolved on the Early 
to whom, hy O'Fiyan'.^ non-submission aud resistance, it became 
forfeited. (Jlf^<wi, iV^o/e, p. 30.) 

i- 

^Begerify or Little Ireland, is an island quite to the north of 
Wexford h&rhouT, St. Jiwr built a celebrated anojiasteiy ben-, 
fOid lbuiKle4 a school, over which he presided so early as the . 
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took.aaopportiiaity of mfojjning him, tbtt if 
be proceeded aoy further, they ivrouki cut <rfF 
the heads of Fjtz-Stephen and ati thdr pri- 
eooerfi; upon which Stronqapw. changed bis 
]<oate» jttaDcbed to WAniurditDy w^eif Ha 
found Hervey de Mont Maurice, just re- 
turned froiii iiU euibassy tg the King. 

By hU advice the fiarl w«s ilenmuM to.»H 
turn to Engknd. immediately took shipping; 
accompanied by his friend . H^rvxy* aAd met 
Khig.HffKRT'at NEW£iri^Aii \% Gtoup^STSU* 
SHIRE ; where, after many sharp altercations, a 
reconciliation at length lipok place, by a con* 
Teatiiiii and the intervention of Hji^vi^r* Jl 
was agreed, that the Earl should swear alle-i 
giance unto the King^ and surrender to him 
the City of D VMI v, with th^ aii^otntng can# 
treds, together with all towns and castles bor» 
dering on the sea coast, and that as to the resi-> . 
due of his acqui«iti<Hifi, he riiould retain tjiem to 
himself, and to his heirs, but holding the same 
of the King and of his heirs. - 

This long disputed cause being aipiicftbly )$et» 

tied, the Eail accompanied his Royal Master 
through South Wales, to the town of Pem« 
BROKE, where he continued for some time, 

collecting his fleet, and amusing himself with 

year 4C0; he (^ud A. I). 500, and was interred \sx^t% and lut 
rviicd are ^tiii h^ld in ^eat v^oa^tipn* 
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his favourite diversioQ of liawking*^ When 
M the. ncceaaary piepamtions were made £01* 
this Irish expedition, Kin^ Hfiviii' aet saul 
from MiLFo RD Havem, and on the 18th of 
October, .1 17I» lauded at Watsword, "with am 
may consisting of five hundred knights, or 
genticinea of service^ aud a large body of iufe*^ 
tiortroopsf. 

Dnriugthe absence of Strongbow, O'Rir- 
▲aK, the ouc-eyed King of Mejlih, made 
another efibrt to recover hu lost posaessioiia, 
and laid siege to Dublin ; but he was repuls- 
ed by the brave Milo P£ Cogak^ with great 
daughter, jmd the loss of fais only son. 

Soon after the King's arrival at VVater ford, 
the citizens of W exford, under a pretence of ob* . 
sequioiieness^and intimstiJig that he had invaded 
Ireland without the royal permission, brought 
FiTX-SerspH^v iacbaina before the King ; who 
repriflKHidied hinp for Us ajndacity, and order* 
ed him to be con^ned in Reginald's Tow£R» 
Then caone Dkbhod Mac CAitraT, Stag of 
Cork, and volontarily submitted himself unto 
the* Kin|3^ took the oath of allegiance and 

ft 

* iSiee C^iMm Cmttraui/ likum^ 9f Wakt, book i. cbapfer 
13, wheie lie relates an anecdote of tEe Rojal Hawking. 

^Jjoi^ jL^eltort stattt, tliat Rnmberof bn vends (mount* 

eil to 440 iurge ships; aimI Sir Rickard CW Siip, ilukt ki% kih^ 

iiirlifofis«m9te4i<>4Qoo. * - \ 
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agreed to pay a certain tribute annuall}'; 
From Wat£rfo&d the King mnoTed ^itU 
his araiy to Lismore, where he stayed twor 
days, and from thence pToceeded to Cash el, 
where, upon the banks of the River Suire,' 
Donald, King of Lxmericr:, came unto hiWy- 
swore fealty, and became tributary ; as in like, 
manner did Donaid/ Prince of Ossort, and 
MALkCRT OTEOLAiif^ Prince of the Decies. 
Henry liaving ordered garrisons to be esta- 
blished at Cork and Limerick, returned to* 
Wateripord, where taking pity lof the hr^ve 
Fjtz-Stephen, he released him from capti- 
vity, restoring to him his former possessions, 
Wexford alone excepted, which :ke reserved 
for himself. 

Having entrusted the government of Wa<^ 
TERFORD to RoBERT Fitz-BeRnard, the King 
proceeded on his march towards Du^lin^ 
through OssqRT, and on his journey received 
submission from many of the Irish Princes ; but 
the haughty Roderick O'Connor, of Con« 
I V AtTGHTi would not step Beyond the Shaskon 
to greet the English Monarfch ; there Hueu 
DE Lact, and William Fitz-Aldeline, met 
him, and administered the oath of allegiance. 
Thtis, according toGiRALDUs, there was no 
one within that land, who was of any name or 
eountenance^ but that he did present himself 
Wore the King's Majesty, and yielded vitkto 



Digitized by Google 



iMXiioi>ycTiON« l&iit 

liiin subjecstioii and due obedience,** ** Nec ali^ 
ciijus ferh in insula vcl nommis a^at vel onuniSf 
qui Regia Majettati vel prasmtiam^ vel 
Mitam domitta reverentiam, nm e^hiberet*^ 
Tranquillity being now reestablished within 
^ the islatidy King U£NRT'ordered a Synod to 
held at Cashbl/ where sundry wholesome re- 
gulations respecting the church and state were 
proposed and enacted*. The historian. Mat-*. 
THEW Paris, says, " that in this same year, a 
council was held at Lismore, where the Eng- 
lish systeni of legislature was established/' v 
** Sed Rex Patef dnt^quam ab Hibernid redi- 
rety apud Lissemor concilium cangregffoit, ubi 
Leges Anglia ab mimibus gratanter sunt re- 
ccptcCy et juratoria, cautione prestitd, eoiifir- 
ntatm*" As no mention is made of this import- 
ant meeting by Giraldu», I am inclined to 
think, that it has been confounded with the - 
Synod at Cashel, over which the Bishop of 
Lismore presided. Reg Air^ however, mentions 
the King having passed throusfh Lismore, 
• where he ordered a castle to he built. 
. The K^ing kept his Christmas at DuBLiir; 
but such was the mean state of that city, that 
no house could be found suthciently large for 

* The Constitutions o{ Casid an recorded by QiraUbu^ isrfaif 
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his household, and he was obliged to construct 
one of twigs and wattles, according to the 
custom of the country. 

This winter proved so very tempestuous * 
that scarcely a single vessel could approach the 
island ; nor could the King recrive any intel- 
ligence whatever from the Continent. He re- 
mained for some time at W exford, anxiously 
expecting news from £ngland, and during the 
time of his re sidence in that city, he made use 
of every artiiice to ingratiate himself with Ket- 

HUND, MiLO D£ CpGAlT, WiLttASI MacKA- 

HELL, and others of the principal people; that 
by strengtliening his own party, he might 
weaken that of Earl Strongbow, whom be still 
regarded with a jealous eye. 

About Mid-Lent some vessels firom Eng- 
land and AavtTAiNE reached the Irish co^ 
with the important inteUigence, that two car- 
dinals had been sent unto the King in Nor«* 
mandy» by order of the Pope, to enquire into 
the circumstances of Becket's death; that 
they had been waiting his return for some 
' months, and that, if he did not speedily come 
0ver to them^ they would lay all bis domi- 

* m 

♦ The effects of these tempests on the coast of South Wakt 
M Mewgal i^s, are nUted by GirMit k liis Wikkltiiunrg^ 
book i. diapter 13* 
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&ionSy both at Borne and abroad, under an im 

terdict. Henry therefore committed the cus- 
tody of bis towns and castles to the most trust j 
of bis subjects, and to check the ascendency of 
Strongbow, having made very considerable 
grants of lands and provinces to others, he 
barked at Wexford, and landed safely in the 
Harbour of Saint David's; from whence, 
after the manner and habit of a pilgrim, with 
his staff in hand, he walked up towards the 
city, where he was received at the Porta Alba, 
or white gate, in all due form, by the dignitaries 
of the church*. 

The rich Province of Meath, together with 
the principal command of the city of Dublik, 
had been conferred by King Henrt, npon 
Hugh de Lacy, who shortly found himself un- 
equal, tq so i^nportant a trust He nearly fell a 
sacrifice to the treachery of 0*Ruark, but was 
rescued from his perilous situation by the bra- 
very of Mai7rice Fitz Geraib. The Irish 
chieftain, who on so many occasions had proved 
himself hostile and troublesome to tlie £uglish) 
was^ killed in this skirmish, by one GarFFiTH, 
and his head being cut ofi\ was seat to the King 

* On ibu occasion, Giraldus relates the anecdote of the Ijopis 
LtckUeoar^ or ipeakiiig stone, which he also mentbns in bis Wtkk 
IHntnayf whm titstnis^ of St. DaMi, book ii« chapter 1. 

f 
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ia England*. Dissensions also had ktineh 

a-mongst the 1) rarest of tiie adventurers, Rey- 
MUND and H££iv£Y ; the army was badly paid« 
clothed, and supplied with provisions; and the 
military operations ag^ainst the Irish were slack 
and slender ; in short discontents arose to such 
a pilch, that the soldiers in their distre$s ap- 
plied to Earl Stronobow, (vvho by the com- 
mand of his Koyal Master, had lately resumed 
the reins of government) and exclaimed with 

* LoTii' Lytteliotu in his Life o{ King Henn/ II, vol. v. p. 240, 
says, " that O'Ruark's head was cut off, and set tfp on the groat 
^ate of the Castle of Dublin, and that on the King's return from 
NormaQd^'y it was taken down, and sent to him in England^ 
He quotes Oiraldiu Hibenm Expugnataj lib. i. cap. 40, for hiw 
attthontys but as the circumstance of the head being placed 
on the gate of Dublin^ is not tiienti<Nied to the prmUd edi- 
tion, I imagine he gained this information from some MS. 
copy. The ttanaktioti by Hrnktr^ printed in 15S7, alM variaaL 
freqticntly from Cofnc^pff^.^ printed copy, in 1-602, being iiv general 
more full; and this variation may be accounted for in the same 
way. When I wjis engaged in examining the different manu- 
scripts of Giraldus relating to Wales, many very perfect and 
beaotiful copies of his works upon^ Ireland fell under my ob* 
servation itr the rich lepositoiies at Oifi^ CmnbrklgCt htm* 
hitkt and the BfiM Htuem*^ 

The author ofihe Sietktkai Smv^ if ike Cgmtty ofLeitrim^ 
says, that the great (yHorke, (by whom I s|ippoae the sane 
personage is meant) lids at full length on a tomb over the bnnai 
ground of his lamilyat Creevlea, ia that County," TUe same 
circumstance i$ mentioned by Mr. AnkdaU. 
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One Toice, ^* that unless he would again appoint 
ItEYicuirDto be their leader, tlicy would either 
forsake bis standard^ and return to England, or 
would enlist in the service of their enemies. 

STBOirt^BOW having complied with their re* 
quest, R£YMUND renewed offensive operations 
againat the Irish, and carried on a predatory 
war with his usual success, until being sum- 
moned into Wales on the death of his fatbef» 
WiuiAU FiTz-GEnALl>, the chief command 

of the arm}' devolved on his rival, Hervev. 

A speedy reverse of fortune ensuedi omnia 
gtatimin pgus tuefe^*' the English were de- 
feated in the neighbourhood of Cashel, by 
Donald, Prince of Lihe&ick ; and iloD£« 
AiCK 0*CoirNoiiy availing himself of tjiese sue*' 
cesses of his countrymen, crossed the Shaknon^, 
invaded the.Provtnce of Meath, and carried 
general devastation with him up to the very 
walls of Dublin. 

Earl Strokgbow. who was at this time 
closely cooped up, and besieged within the city 
of Waterford,^ foresaw no probability of relief 
but from the tried skill and courage of Ret* 
MUND. He therefore wrote pressing letters to 
him in Wales, earnestly ei^treating him to 
come over to his assistance with all possible 

dispatch, and promising him on his arrival the 
hand of his sister Basilea, whom he had for 4 
long tim^ tenderly loved. RsTMtrNP willingly 

f S 
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obeyed the summons, and landed at WAt^ft^ 

FORD with a fleet of fifteen vessels, and a rein- 
forcement of thirty gentlemen of service, au 
hundred horsemen, and three hundred chosen 
archers and infantry. The moment of hi»arrival 
was highly seasonable, for the citizens were 
actually deliberating on the murder of the Eng* 
lish ; and indeed^ no sooner had the Earl and 
Reymund turned their backs upon WateH' 
90BD, than the rebellious citizens assassinated 
tlie Governor, to whom the Earl had entrusted 
the command of the town, and all the English 
mhabitants of either sex, who could not make 
their escape into Reginald's Tower. 

Whilst the ' nuptials were celebrating at 
Wexford, between Reymund and Basilea 
the sister of Strongbow, inteUigence arrived, 
that Roderick had invaded Lzinstek: upon 
which the bridegroom nec vi?io 7iec J^cnerc 
rctartiatus," buckled on his armour, and 
marched forth to meet the enemy ; but Ro- 
de kick hearing of the approach of Reymund, 
and having 'on fi>rmer occasions proved his var 
liantness, thought fit to retire into Cokvauoht; 
upon which, Reymuxd began to repair the 
Castle of Trim, and other forts thatRoDBRioic 
had destroyed in Meath ; and thus, through 
awe of him, pra timore viri,'' the country 
enjoyed for some time a state of tranquillity* 

But whilst the Province of Lhi^iaiEii, and 
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the Prince of Connauoht vere kept quiet by 

the eddress of Rzymund, fresh disturbance! 
broke out ia Muk$T£b. Donald O'Brian, 
Prince of LxM£itiCK» whose successes against 
the English under IIervey, have been before 
taken notice of, again took up arms, and un- 
niind^l of the oath he bad taken» threw off his 
allegiance to the King : upon which, Rey munp 
put himself at the head of a small but .select 
army of eight hundred and twenty men, and 
marched towards the citv of Limfiuck : but 
on reaching the. banks of the Sua&'non^ he 
found the river so deep, and the current so 
strong, that his army could not cross it jn 
safety. Upon this occasion^ one David Welsh 
clapped spurs to hishorse^ and plunging boldly 
into the stream, reached the opposite sliore in 
safety, and exclaimed loudly, that he had 
found a ford yet never a man would fblloif 
him, save one Geoffrey Iudas, who, on liis 
ceturn with. David to conduct the army across 
the river, was carried away by the impetuosity 
of the current, and unfortunately drowned. 
MxTLsa, hoM^ever, undismayed by this acci'* 
dent, and seeing the awkward situation in 
which his kinsman Reymund was placed, ven- 
tuxed, into tbe river, and gained the oppoBitcl 
bank ; and whilst he was engaged in defends 
ing himself against the citizens of Limerick, 

who attacked him with stones^ and threatened 
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. to kill him ; Reymund, who had hitherto been 
employed in the fear of his army, appeared oq 
the river side, and seeing the imminent danger 
to which his nephew Meyler was exposed, ex- 
horted his troops to try the passage of the 
Shanvok ; and such was the influence of this 
brave leader over them, that at the risk of their 
lives, they followed him across the river, and 
having put the enemy to flight, took qfiiet pos^ 
session of their city. 

Reymunb, having left a strong garrison at 
Limerick, under the command of Miio of St. 
David's, his kinsman, returned with the re-. 
mainder of his army to the borders of LeiV' 
8TB R. Her VET in the mean time, ever jealous 
of the powerful asce?i »ency which his rival 
Retmukd maints^ined over the 'minds of £is 
soldiers, used every possible, and even unjust 
meansj to preji^dice him in the eyes of the King. 
By means of l^tters^ hfi insinuatedi that it was 
the intention of Ri^tmund to usurp to himself 
not only the city of L^iiERj[<;K, but the sove- 
reignty ,o,f the wbo^ isl^udd ; an.d he succeeded 
so well in these his malicious representations^ 
that the King s^ent ov^r fo.ur.of bis servanta 
to Ireli^nd i two of whom h^ ordered to bring- 
Rethukd over with them into England ; and 
the other two he ordered to remain with £arl 
Strokobow. 
Whilst Reyiiukd was waiting for a favouxH 
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able mnd to waft him to the English coast ia 
oI»edience to the royal mandate, a messenger 
arrived from the garrison at Limerick, with 
intelligence^ that Donald had invested the 
city with a powerful army ; and that, as the 
garrison had nearly consumed their whole win- 
ter stock of provisions, a speedy supply, and 
immediate succour were absolutely necessary. 
' Stroxgbow resolved without loss of time to fly 
to their relief ; but the whole army was so griev* 
ed at the departure of their gallant leader Rey- 
MUND, that they unanimously refused to march 
to I^iUEBiCK, unless led to battle by him. fiy 
the persuasion of Strong bow, and the con- 
currence of the two counsellors, sent by the 
King, BErauND reassumed the command of 

the army. With this collected force, consisting 
of eighty gentlemen of service, two hundred 
horsemen, and three hundred archers, besides 
some Irish troops that had joined him, he pro- 
ceeded on bis march towards Cash£x» where 
he gaiiied i&telligence that Dokalp, Prince of 
Limerick, and Morogh, of Kinsale, were 
C^oming to meet him at the Pa^s of Cashkl* 
This Pass was strong by nature, and bad been 
rendered more difficult of access by throwing 
trees and hiedges across it 

Whilst Donald was animating his troops 
to battle, >he impatient Metleb burst forth 

like a whirlwind^ tanqmm twrho vaiidm,'* de^ 
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stroyed the hedges, opened a passage hy hia 
flwordy viam gladiis aperuit et ampliavit,^ 
and patting the enemy to flight, ag^in took 
possession of the city of Limeric k. 

Shortly afterwards a parley was held by Ro- 
derick and Donald with Reyhund, in 
^vhich the Irish Princes once more swore alle* 
glance to King Henry and his heirs, and deli-r 
yered up hostages as a gyarantee of their comr 
pact. 

Fresh applications for assistance were now 
made to the victorious Reymund, from Dsft* 

MOD Mac Carthy, Prince of Desmond, (who 
had been treated with great severity and inf 
Justice by his eldest son,) with liberal pi omis|?# 
of ample rccompence to himself, and good pay 
and subsistence to his soldiers. &£7MUND|Wb9 
according to his biographer, was neither a de« 
spiser of profit ntir praise, ''nec lucri neciaudii 
contemptorf* undertook the expedition^ an4 
marched with his victorious banners towards 
jCgnisL, and having restored the father to his law ful 
possessions, . returned to LtHEniCK well laden 
with booty and presents. But whilst Reymund 
was thus engaged in the Province of Desmoni^, 
he received the following Migmatical letter 
from Ills wife Basilea at Duuli^t : 

Noveritf (mi car 'mime) ve^tr(^ dikctigms 
mceritas, quod dens iUc molarls et magnuSi qui 
tantum mihi doli^rat, jatu eecidit, Ql4qprap^ 
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si qua VobU v^l mei^ vei ^tiam vestri de c6Ur0 
^trrtf fuerit; rediiummafurare non diferati$.^^ 
Know ye, my dear lurd, that my great cheek 
topth, which was won't to ake $o umcht U noir 
jTallen out ; wherefore If ye have any regard of 
me, or of yourself, come away with all speed.*' 
, RsTHi'VP well Hndernaodiog that tha 
death of Earl Steonopow was hereby alluded 
to, returned immediately to Limi^rick, where 
he commuiiicated the event to some of his most 
confidential friends, vvho unanimously agreed, 
that on account of the Earl's death, and his 
own (RciTMV^P*s) departure from Ireland^ it 

Avould be advisable to relinquish the city of 
XtiJU£Exc&» as being so distant from the other 
settlements of the English, and so surroundeiT 
by enemies ; and to withdraw the troops from 
the protection of the sea-ports, tpwnsi and forts 
IuLeinster. Retmv ni> unwillingly acxfuiesced; 
and as no person could be found to take upon 

himself the command of the city after his de^ 
parture, he conferred the sole command of it 
on DoxALD, as a liege servant of the King, 
who accepted the government, and renewed hisi 
former promises of fidelity and service, by fresh 
oatlis of allegiance; but no sooner had Ret- 
MVKB and his army passed the further end of 
the bridge, than at the instigation of the per- 
jured VQ^Ai'^t the citi;(ens brake it down, and 
^et S,tt to the town m &iur differeut quarters. 
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When King Henry was informed of Rey^ 
vi;ni>*8 conduct on thb occasion, he h said 
have replied, Noble was the enterprize in 
giving the first attack upon the city^ but greater 
was the recovering thereof again : but it was 
wisdom only in quitting it, ** Magnus fuit 
auius in aggrediendo^ major in subvemgndo, se4 
4^ientia wlum in destitueudi^." 

Reymund having conducted his army tn 
safety to Dublin, the funerals of Earl Strong* 
BOW were duly solemnized^ by LiiWRE^rcE^ 
Archbishop of Dublin, and his body dep0'» 
sited in the church of the Holy Trinity. 

With the death of £arl Stroncbow, i shall 
close my sketch of the English affairs in Ire- 
land ; but as a descriptioii of each of the several 
chieftains who figured so conspicuously in the 
invasion of this island, has been ably delineated 
by a contemporary historian *, it may perhaps be 
satisfactory to my readers to become more in* 

timat<2ly acquainted vv 1th the pi incij)al features 
of their persons, as well as characters, as liiier 
wise with the style of writing adopted hy acele> 
brated author of the twelfth century, ludescfil^ 
ing tbenv 

' * GirafdMS de Burn, belter known by tbe title of Ccmttiki 
Cambrtmiff in bis Histona VaiiciiuUis bas given a ^^tailed a&fl 
very curious account of tbis invasion of Ireland ; and during 

the course of it, has drawn the characters of the principal QhiQi" 
tains who w«re engaged in thai caierprij^* . ^ 
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1. RICHAED ST&ONGBOW, 

The first of this noble family was Richard, 
the eldest son of Gisu^ert, Earl of BfiiOxV ia 
HoMATStnr ; and was called Richard Fite* 
Gilbert. He came over with William Duke 
of NoE¥ANi>7| and by his personal brairerjr 
contributed* very essentially to the success 
which attended the Coxqueror in the memo- 
rable battle of liASTiNOs. In tlie Survey called 
Domesdatf^ he is styled Ricabdvs de Tone* 
BRUGGE, from his scat at Tunbridge in Ken^t, 
which town and castle he had obtained in>ex* 
change for his castle at Brzon in Nobkakiot t 

from his extensive lordships in Suffolk, he 
' also procured the title of Kic ardus de Claee* 
He married RoHSSEy daughter of Walter Giv* 
FARD, Earl of Bucking II A ^i, and was nuirder- 
ed by Io&W£&TUy brother of Morgan of Ca£^v 
LEON, in the Pass of Coed Grono, Moir* 

JIOUTHSHIRE*. 

tie was succeeded by his eldest son Gilbert, 
who was also surnamed de Tokebruoge : by 
')|is marria|;e with Api^l^za^ daughter to (he 

*A very particular account of the spot where this murder was 
Coiamitted, has been given in my notes on that paasase of Crt* 
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Earl of Cleremont, he had issue four sons, 
the eldest of whom^ named BiCHAitp» succeed* 
ed him in fab titles and honours. His second 
son, Gilbert, received considerable giants of 
lands in Wales, and was afterwards created Earl 
of Pembroke, by King Stephen, A. D. 1I3& 
He died in the year 1 148, leaving issue Ricua&d, 
ftitr»)med Strong vow, his son and heir. 

Such is the genealogical account of our faero, 
given by Dugdale, who adds, that before h^ 
undertook the Irish expedition^ he had been 
stripped of his paternal inheritance by King 
HtNiiY the Second; from which circumstance 
be might probably have been induced to- risk 
9ucfa an adventure* 

The genealogy of this illustrious chieftain^ 
seems to be involved In some kind of mystery 
and obscurity; but to those who are conversant 
with the Irish History, and particularly \v'\t\^ 
its earliest annals, it will be no matter of siuv 
prise, if they discover doubt, contradiction^and 
#ven fiction. 

The most esteemed English writers^ at the 
head of whom I must with justice place Sir Wil- 
Dugdale, agree in giving to KictiARP 
StuoNGBow only one -wife, who was Eva, 
daughter and heir to Dermod Mac Morogh, 
King of Leinster: and only one daughter 
(the issue of that marriage) named Isabel, who 
was married to WiLLiAiu Marshal, Earl of 

3 / . 
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pEiiBROKE* But the Irish historians add most 
liberally ?Ljtrst wife, a son , and another daughter 

to Strong Bov/ s family; they do not, however, 
tell us the ladifs name. They say, that the son, 
a youth of seventeen years, being present at the 
battle fought between Stroncbow and O'Rvan, 
at Odrone, was so alarmed at the savage howl« 
ings, arul farioLis onset of the Irisli, that he 
took to flight; upon which^ his father, having 
reproached him for his cowardice, caused htm 
to be put to death, by ordering, most barba- 
rously, his body to be cut ofi; in the middle* 
GiRALDUS, in givhig an account of this ean 
gagenient, makes use of a very singular and 
doubtful expression, which may, or may not, 
be applied to the death of this unfortunate 
young man. He saysj^ " Ubi (in passu Odrotu^) 
commiuo graol confliciu^interfectis tandem hot* 
timm multis, pr€eter juvenU unius coHirn, cum 
fuis omnibus adcampana Comes indemnis evasit^ 
Maubice Regan does not mention this bat* 
tie, and his silence, as well as the equivocal ex- 
pression of GiRALDUS [which appears to al« 
lude to this event] might be accounted for by 
the connexion between eacli of them and 
Strongbow. Sir James Ware does, not al- 
lude to the circumstance, but Sir Richard 
Cox quotes it from another Irish historian, 

iiA2iM£R|and recites the epitaph that formerly 
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existed on the tomb of this supposed son of* 
Eaxl St&ongbow, in Chi^ist Church Dub- 
and which will be given in my Journal* 

I have lately seen a drawing of tiiis youth, 
lepresenting his ethgy cut off in the middle \ 
taken by one DiK£L£r» who accompanied the 
first Duke of B£ A UFO iiT, in his progress through 
Wales into Ireland^ about the year 10^, aud 
whose book is preserred in the library of the 

*Kichard Stauihtrst, a native of Dublin,who wrote an account 
of Irish transactions in Latin, in the year 1584, gives, at page 
17I1 a very Cirtuinstantial account of the death of Earl Strong- 
hem*9 son> anH states, tliat in ht9 time the effigy and tomb, both 
M the iather and son, were visible in the chnrcli of the 
^fwihff (now Cktist Churck) at Dublin* He moreover wondef» 
that this event, so generally known, should have escaped the 
notice oiGiraliius. 

** Hoc a Giraldo Cajubrense oh\}\ '\Or\Q obscuratum miror, cum 
tamen omnium semione celebratissimum sit, et Strapgboi monu- 
mentuiD, quod in sacrdl Trinitatis acde etiam usque ad hoc 
tempus- esLtaty btijus fiKti.memoriam significantius repneseotat^ 
Ktenioi 

ibi videie licet lapideum sepulcbmmt 
SUm^M statua, e marmore sculpti, 
cbopertnm ; Cui h sinistfo latere 

adhajrestrit sccii filu tumulus, 
cjusque siiiiulachrutn in niarmore 
' incisutn, ubi utrique manu ilia 
supportaU*' 

.^The Historian ffotmur^ in his Iritk Ckrtmkkf p. 14f, lira^ 
tbe tame story, and adds the epitaph before ncntioiwd* , 
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s^tne nobJe family at Badminton. The efBgy 
of the luppostd father, of Earl Steostobow, 4s 
represented by the side of his son. I make use of 
the word iupposed^ because from the armorial 
bearings that are sculptured upon the shield of 
this cross-legged knight, it is ctrtain that they 
never belonged to the Clars, family. Their, 
arms were, Or, three chevronele gules : such 
they are stated to be by the old Welsh historian 
£NX>£aBX£ ; and I have seen a manuscript by 
George Owek, a celebrated Welsh antiquary, 
in which he says, tliat he sazv the seal of 
RiCHAED Strongbow, bearing the above arms. 
I have not been fortunate enough in my heral- 
dic enquiries, to iiud out the owner of the arms 
that are sculptured on the shield of this Knight 
in Christ Church, which are, ** Argent, on a 
chief azure, three crosses pattee fitchh of the 
field.'' It appears therefore probable, that the . 
heralds attributed this last coat to Stronobow, 
from the authority of «the tojnb and eihgy ia 
question, which were ascribed to htm by Sir 
Henry Sidney, in the year 1570, but which 
.certainly never belonged to him. It is clear, I 
think, that the Earl ^edj and Wi|s buried at 
Dublin, but still his body might have been 
afterwards removed to Gloucestbr, w^ipre- 
Lelakb records an inscription to his memory* 
See Journal, page 141. 
The existence of a daughter seems to rest 
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chiefly on the evidence of Mai^eicb Regak % 
who says, •* A. D. 1173. The .King being dc* 
parted, the Earl RicHARt> returned into 
Fernes, and there he gave his daughter in 
marriage to Robert de Quiney f, and with 
her the inheritance of the Duffben, and the 
Constableship of Leinster, with the banner 
and the ensign of the same.^ 

In order to reconcile these contradictions in 
history^ we may suppose, that STaoNMow had 
both a so?i and a daughter^ ; but we cannot al- 
low them to iiave been legithiiafe, nor have wc 
sufficient authority to give the Earl ang other 
' a^f/e than Eva before meiitiuued. 

• "The Earl was somewhat ruddy and of 
sanguine complexion, and freckled face; hi* 
eyes grey, his face feminine, his voice small, and 
bis neck little, but somewhat of a high stature: 
he was very liberal, courteous, and gentle; 
what he could not compass and bring to pass 
m deed, he would win by good words, and 

mm 

• 1 

^ \ * 

* Maurice Regan w as Secretars and interpreter to Dermud 
Mac Mnrogh, King of Lcinsttr\ wiio wrote an account of the in- 
vasion of Ireland, in antiquated French v«rse, and which [with 
other tmcts relating to that country] have been published in 
Eti^ih pone by Mr. Hwrritt in a volttme'enlitkd Hibetmei ^ 

t Sir Jomn Ware also mentiom this marriage, bat tO' Robert 
di not Quinei/, This family is mentioiKd by Du^fdakp |d 

Ills Bai^ona^e, as honoured with the tills of Earls otlPMIcMcr. 
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gentle speeches. In time oT peace he was more 
ready to yield and obey; than to rule and bear 
sway. Out .of the camp he was more like to a 
soldiers companion than a captain or ruler; 
but in the camp and iur the wars,, he carried 
with him the state and countenance of a valiant 
captain. Of himself he would not adventure 
any thing, but being advised and set on, he re* 
fused no attempts : for of himself he would not 
rashly adventure, or presumptuously take any 
thing in hand. In the fight and battle he was 
a most assured token and sign to the whole 
company, either to stand valiantly to the fight, 
or for policy to retire. In all chances of war be 
was still one and the same manner of man, be- 
ing neither dismayed with adversity, nor puffe4 
by prosperity* " 

* ^ CmM «r) ffiodivf lac erat. Vir nAntfuSf lenttgUiosmp oat* 
lit gUmciSjfiidi fimmeA^ voce aeUi, coUq toniraciOyper cetera feri 
CMHdOf corpore procerQt mr Ifftcrofir et knit. Qvod re non poteraf, 
verbomm tuapitate compQnebat. Togatus et inermts parere para^ 
tior, qv^m imperare. Extra bell urn plu.s ^v, quam di/cis ; in * 
hello vero plus dnds qudm militis habtfisi omnia suorum audens 
fOtttUiOi nikU mquam ex te vel amis aggredient vel antmositate 
prtetvment. In prttUo potOvt Jmim ttdt recuperalionit et refugO- 
mgHWH manebat. In utraque beUi forhtnd tiabilit et conttant, nec 
catOut aioerm detfcratkmjkutiumtf nec mMiKi tM Umtgift ^ 

* • • •••• • ■ 
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n. ROBERT FITZ-STEPHESr, 

Was the son of St£PH£N, Constable of AB£ifi-> 
tEivr, or Cardigan,' by Njbsta, or Nest^ 
daughter of Gruffydh ap Rhys, Prince of 
South Wales. He was the^r^^ of the sidvtn* 
turers who set foot in Ireland, in the year i 170y 
as befdre related. Giraldus thus speaks in 
commendattdn of him : 

O noble man, the only pattern of vhtue, 
and the example of trne industry and labour ; 

who, having tried the variableness of iurtune, 
liad tasted more adversity than prosperity! Q 
worthy man, who, both in Ireland and in Wales, 
had traced the whole ccmipass of fortune'^ 
wheel, and had endured whatsoever good for- 
tune or evil could give. 

" He was of a large and full body, his coun- 
tlcixdnce irery coinely ; and in stature he wa$ 
soihewtiat niore mean ; he was bouhHful, liberal 
and pleasant, but yet sometimes somewhat above 
modesty, given to wine and women**" ■ 

• " 0 virum liriutis unicumj 'ceriquc laboris cmnplumffortvnct 
l arict^ sortique adver&a plu&-qudm pruspcre stmpcr obnoxhm i O 
tirum tot'ies tdm in Hibemid qudm in Cambrid utrasquc TQtd cir« 
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HI. MAURICE FITZ-GERALD, 

Was balf-brother to the aforesaid Robert 

Fitz-Stephf-x, by Nest, who, on the death 
of her former husband Stepukn, Constable of 
AbertsivIy espoused Gerald de Wikdsob^ - 
who, for his military services, had received from 
King Ues^ry the First, a grant of extensive 
possessions in South Wales, and had beeiiap« 
pointed GoverHor of Pembroke Castle, and 
Lieutenant of that County* By Nest, he had 
issue three sons, William, Maurice, and 
David ; the latter of uiiom succeeded to the 
Episcopaey of Saint David, upon the death 
of Bernard, the NorMan, in 1I47* Mau- 
rice FiTz-G£RALD had issue four sons, and a 
daughter, named Nest A, married in 1175, to 
Hervet de MoNt Maurice, nephew to 
Strongbow. Of the male issue, Gerald and 
Alexander particularly distinguished them- 

0 ver^ Marium secundum Stephaniden f Cvjus si felicitatem re- 

spexeris, frlicissimum dixcris ; si verb tniserias, nust r arum omnium 
miserntnmn videos. Erat autem lir ampio corpore et integro., r«A 
tuque decenfi, et staturd panto mdiocritateni excedente ; vir dagh 
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selves by their bravery ia the memorable aafty 

from the city of Dublin, when besieged by &Q* 
VERiCK, and an army of 30,000 mea. 
His character is thu» delineated i 

♦ 

This MAUtitCE was a man of much nobility 

and worship, but somew'hat shamefast, and yet 
very well coloured, and of a good countenance; 
of stature he was indifferent, being seemly and 

' well compact at all points : in bodv and mind 
he was of a like composition, being not too 

. great in the one> nor proud in the other ; of na- 
ture he was very courteous and gentle, and de- 
sired rather to be so indeed, than.tp be thought 
so to be : he kept such a measure and moders^ 
tion ill all his doings, timl ia his days he was a 
pattern of all ^sobriety and good behaviour : a 
man of few words, and his sentences more full of 
wit and reason, than of words and speeches; he 
Ii^d more stomach than taik, more reason, than 
gpeech, and more wisdom than eloquence. And. 
whensoever any matter was to be debated, as 
iie would take good leisure, and be advised be- • 
fore he would speak ; so when he spake, he did 
it very wisely and prudently. In martial affairs 
also he was very bold, stout and valiant, and 
yet not hasly to run licadlong in any adven- 
ture. And a» he would be well advised before i 
he gave the attempt and the adventufe, so 
when the same was onc^ t^^eu in band^ he 
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would stoutly pursue and follow the same. He 
was sober, modest and chaste ; constant, trusty 
and faithful: a man not altogether without 

fault, and yet not spotted with an^' noluiiuus 
crime and fau.lt 

IV. REYMUND, sumamed LE GROS, 

Was nephew to the two last disttngiiished 
chieftains, being the sou of their elder brothei: 
William f. 

^ ** Erai mitem Mmrifm nV veneridnSa ei verecmdtu; viM 
£igforatp, decentique ; mediocri qitodem modicitate^ tarn mediacf^s 
minor, quam Modicin major. Vir tarn ammo quam corporc moilifi-' 
catn ; 7itc i/lo il/ato,nec hoc dilatatu. Innatd l ir bvuitatt l/unitSf€t 
tamcn longe curdpropcnsiore bonus Jieri^ qudm udcri tnalens, 

MauHeio modnt, w omi^iu seroare ntodum } nt eredi possii im- 
mmpartkimsidque tosvpom^am tensura monanfqitam faeeiianmi 
etes^um, Vir brevUoquui et femmeperptntcoMed onudo; putt^ 
plus pect^riM kfiens qu^ oris, plus raOmm qudm oratioms^ fdits 
tapitntia qvchn elo^uentia, Et tamen cum sertnonem res cxigebat, 
ad seiiti ntuun diccndam, skiit scrns, sic sciaUksimus. Rebus qiioque 
in Martiis, xir anhnosus ; ft uulii fere strenuitate secundus. Ad 
capessenda tamen periculoy nec mpetuosus nec praceps ; sed skid 
pjrtfvidus m aggredtendiSf sicpertinax erat in aggressis. Vir sohrivi, 
modestuSfet cattjiu : ttabUkf Jirmus, atque JldeUs. Vir qmdem wm 
ttpert crumm, ,crimifie tmen <Mi i^/dabiii carfna et enorm." 

' t Some pedigrees diflbr mtb respect to the tamrity of WUHam 
ind Maurice FttZ'Gerafd; Iwit the doubt has been cleared in 
fttvour of the former by their relation Gi/ // n/yjwho, in spcakin* 
of Reymundj styles him " tam Steplumidai^uam Mquritii exJrQtt $ 
frimgmo nepo^." 
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Such is the picture of this distinguished ge* 
neral : 

R£YMUND was big-bodied and broad-set, of 
stature somewhat more than the mean* his hair 
yellow and curled, his eyes big» grey and 
tound; his nose somewhat high, his counte- 
nance well colouredi pleasant, and merry. And 
although he were somcwluit gross -bellied, yet 
by reason of a certain hveliness which was in 
him, he covered that fault ; and so that which 
seemed to be a blemish in his body, he covered 
with the virtue of his mind. He had such a 
special care of his men and soldiers, that he 
would be a spy over his watchmen, and in his 
traveii that way^ he watched many whole 
ipights, ranging and walking abroad in tbci 
camps. And in this he was very happy and 
fortunate, that lie would never, or very seldom, 
lay violent hands upon any of whom he had 
charge, or were under his government, although 
he had rashly or Unadvisedly overthrown him* 
self and strayed out of the way. 

He was very wise, modest, and wary, be- 
ing nothing delicate iii his fare, nor curious of 
his apparel. He could amy with all weatliersy 
both hot and cold : and endure any pains : he 
was also very patient, and could very well rule 
his affections. He was more desirous to do 
good to such as he governed, than to be glo* 
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rious of his government; for he would shew 
himself more like to be a servant than a master* 
Finally, and to conclude, he was a very liberal, 
wise, gentie,9.nd a circumspect luau ; and albeit 
kt were a very valiant capraun» and a nobie 
soldier ; yet in all martial affairs, he passed and 
excelled in wisdom and providence. A mai^ 
doubtless in both respects much to be praised 
and commended ; baying in him whatsoever 
appertained to a valiant soldier, but excelling 
in all tbiiigs belonging to a good captain *p 

* ** Erat Uaque Reytmmdtu 9ir mnplm quoMHtotU^ gioHtntjiit 
foiihfhi quitm medioeris ; eapiUu fimik ei mAerupkt ocuSigrowi^ 
glaum ei fUhmiisyfiaMO medtocriier daio, vuUu eohratQ,^ttn 

Kreno ; et quanquam carnosd superf uitate ventre turgegcent, luthh 
ralem tamcn corporis gravUatcm mnaid cordis ralmiens vivacitafe, 
carnis vitiutji atr'u/n rtrtufe Icvalmt. Svprr cxcrcitu) uui a nodes 
iucebat itisomncs, ct tanquam excubiarum exQubatoTf mirabili sollid^ 
iu£it€ nocte totd circumeundo gjfnm^gia^ damotus, errabimdus ear- 
mAfuv toUhot* FtUx m hocet firhmutut^ qmd vel nmiqumH, vef 
rarknmij em pnefyaff numuif M ttmerarw muitui, OMi per vtat^ 
rim oberraverit, Vir modethu et ffraMUf nee cSbo nee vesie deH' 
eatut. Ctdoris ei afgonsque paiieniia par ; rtr patkm ira, patim 
eiuque laboris. Quibus proesidebat, prodcsse magis qudm prteesHy 
potinsque mhmter qudm magister viderivolcus. Ut autem viri t?ir- 
iuteSy mores ci modos sub brcvitate concludam ; Tir erat libcralis et 
kmSfprovidus et prudens. Et quanquam animosus plurimumf et arr 
pds instruct asy prudewtidtmnen rehus in Mart its et providentid prte- 
fdlebai. Vir in utroquc huflsbiUSf nmltm qmdem mUUit h^btnSf 
fins infiitf'* 
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V. MEVLER FITZ-IIENRY, 

Was descended from Henry, the illegitimate 
50Q of King Heney the First, by his concubine 
Nest. 

** Meyler was a man of a brown hue and 
complexion, his eyes black, his look grim, and 
his countenance sour and sharp, and of a meatt 
stature ; his body for the bigness very strong, 
and broad-breasted, and he was small*bellted. 
His arms and other limbs more sinewous than 
£eshy, a stout and a valiant gentleman he was, 
and emulous. He never refused any adventure 
or eiiterprize which were either to be done by 
one alone, or by more ; he would be the first 
that would enter the field, and the last that 
/would depart from the same. In all services he 
would either have the garland, or die in the 
place ; and so impatient was he in all exploits, 
that he would either have his purpose, or lie in 
the dust ; and so ambitious and desirous he was 
to have honour, and to attain thereunto, there 
was no means nor mild thing but that he would 
surely have the same either in death, or in life ; 
for, if he could not have it and live, he would 
surely have it by dying. And verily both he 
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QLud Reymund have been worthy of too much 
praise and coramendation, if they had been less 
ambitious of worldly honours, and more careful 
x)f Christ's churcli, and devout iu christian re* 
ligiou, whereby the ancient rights thereof might 
have been preserved and kept safe and sound ; 
and also in consideration of their so many con* 
quests and bloody victories, and of the spilling ' 
of so much innocent blood, and of murtheringof 
so many christian people> they had been thankful 
to God, and liberally contrilbuted some good 
poitiou for the furtherance of his church and 
religion. But what shall 1 say? It is not ao 
strange, but much more to be lamented, that 
this untbankfulness, even from our first coming 
into this land, untill these presents, this hath 
been the general and common fault of all our 
men*." 

^Meyierius lerovtrfuscuSf oculis nigriSf et toixiSf vultuquc acer- 
fimo, Staiurx pavlb mediocri plus pusilhr ; corpore tamen pm 
quant itaiis captu pervaiido. Pecfore quadrato^ ventreque substricfOf 
braeiUs cMemque membris attotit^ p/iU nervmiiatis babeniibuSf 
qndm eanuuUaiis* Miles animosus et <timHus, NikU vnquam abhor' 
mUf quod aggredi qitu vel solus debeai vel conuiatus* Prinm m 
pralhm ire; vUmua conserio proclio redire coMuetus; m omm 
conjlictu omnisstrcmiitatk opera scu pcrirc paratus seu prceire ; adeo 
unpatitns ciprcteeps, ut vel votastatim, vel fat^ complere dignum 
ducat. Inter mortis et Martis triumphos, nil medium ponens, adeo 
laudis cvpidus et gloria, quod si vivendo forte nun xeleat, vincGrt 
telit vcl moriendo. Vir itaque fuisset cumvlatd laude digims tfferjflM^ 
si ombiiimepostkabitdg CkriHi ecdmm debitd devotiowxtcnenuita 
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VI. HERVEY, 8urn^med DE MONTE 
MAURISCO, 

Is said to have been uncle to Earl Stkon^^ 

^ow, but I am at; ^ los9 to m^e out the v^h-' 

"As we have of others, so let us also now 
make and set forth the description of Hebvet* 

H€ was of stature a tall and comely man, his 
eyes grey, and somewhat higt amiable of face, 
and pleasant of countenance^ an eloquent man, 

having a long and round neck, his shoulders 
somewhat low, his arms and hands something 
long ; he was broad-breasted, but small in waist, 
though the same being big in others is thouglit 
to be commendable : his belly was somewhat 
big and round ; his thighs, legs and feet being 
well proportionated and answcrabk to hi^ body; 

cnf/qtiart aiffrniica ej^i^dan jvra tfon fmth/rn iUlhala rojiscrx a^tenf, 
Qutmuw tarn noViCf tamque a uenta: co/iqumiwms, (plut ivid quij^ 
mngmnis ^usionet CkrUtioMequegentis inleremptionefcedatajpar^ 
fern pheabilem Deoqiic fiaceiamf lauMUi kargUkne tmtul^^ 
Venmimiim quod mage shtpeniim e$ti ampUorique dohre d^emhm $ 
1 foUrtmnm hoc vUmm toH feri mUUut nottne d prim advtniVf ' 
99que in Miermm constat eonumne fuiueJ* 

The word vterqve^ here made use of, aJJudcs to Retuvnd a& 
wcU as M£i i.i,H. 



Digitized by Google 



IMTRODDGTIOir* 



xci 



of stature he was indifferent But as in body^ he 
was well beset and compact, so, on the contrary, 
his mind, life, and conversation were corrupt 
and disordered For ever from his childhoo4 
he was given to lechery, being ready and fotr 
ward to perform in wanton and filthy actions^ 
whatsoever liked him or any others, who were 
of the like disposition : and therefore he for- 
bare neither incest nor adulteries, nor any othef 
such like filthiness. Besides, he was a privy ani| 
envious accuser, and a double man, uncertain, 
vain, and altogether inconstant, saving in in* 
constancy; a very subtle man, and a deceitful: 

under his tongue he liad both milk and honey, 
but both of them were mixed with poison* He 
was sometimes in great prosperity, and all 
things fell out according to his own desire; 
Itnd suddenly fortune turning her wheel, he bad 
such a fall, that he did never recover the same 
again. He was sometimes a very good soldier, 
and had good experience in the feats of war, 
after the manner used in France ; but he was 
so suddenly altered and changed, that he be« 
came more skilful in malice, than .valiant in 
prowess, more full of deceit, than renowned in 
honour, more hastie than happy, and more full 
of words, than abounding in truth*/' 

* Erat mttem Htromt vt r proeeme ei pukher^ ocuUs gkmt 
HprommeiUibuSf aspcctu maiU^ vuUuqwt vmmtOj verbis oriuUisp 
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Another character should not be totally 
passed over in silence, namely Nest, the mother 
of so many flistinguibhed youths: This cele- 
brated female began ber career in lifei by being 
concubine to King Henrt the First, by whom 
. she had issue a son .named Henry, .from whom 
descended Robert and Metler Fitz-Henrt. 

She afterwards married Gerald de Wind- 
sor, Constable of Pembroke, and by him had 
three sons, William, Maurice and David: 
the eldest of whom was father to the gallant 
IIkymunp IE Orgs, 

ttHh tertli tt hnga^ w infidam capitis colvmnam areeic, demium 
htmem^ el idm moAtAvt ^ptdm hrackm decenter m hngttm ptoiett-^ 
tis. Ptctore mediocriier quadrato, media tero^ quod plerisqyt 
itge twrgetcerewoUt^noHtrtdittr et modeii^tu6ttrict€t demitm m am- 
ftihfdinem pfcfori proportion alatit versus ilia descendente^ Dmigve 
torn ( -1*6 quasn tiliis ct pi dibuspcr omniu iDilitaribus partique tof- 
poiu superiori non inclrgmifer respondent ibus. Stotura (pioqve vir 
trat intmodKO: mcdiocritatis modvvt cxcedentc. Sid quantuvit extC' 
tiorem kominem mult^jdici natura dote bcpeperat | tofUum et inteno* 
fern varus vititurum m§tpdumaWia defommmilt, Erai quippe rtr 
# ptteritid vmeri daiuM^ ft qvictptid in amni lilndmt xtl oHit in {ptum^ 
tei ipsi in alios coliibueruiy cxercert paratvs ; nec itKtsHu vUot, 
WK adulteria ritans, rir tstviduSf delator et duplex ; rtr sttbdohf9, 
Jacetus, et J'allax. Cvjvs sub lingudmcl, et lac xeneno eonfecta. Vijr 
xagus ct vanvsprctter inconsfantiiB solitts,nullius rci consiandam ha- 
kens. Insummis rotic gradihus (pinndoquc const if uf us. std irrcmeahili 
desccnsii, et irrcparabili jam casu, versus i?jia xohibilitatc ddapsvt^ 
»ir olm Gallicd mUilid strcnuuSy std hodi^ plus habens malitim 
qvtm mditite; plii* f r audit quitm laudis, pHU emintntim qudm /kt- 
igteniittt pHitfestivitatis quam fixmditaiiSfpbtsverbositatis, qu^m 
uritati^'^ 
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•After the death of Gcrald, she gave her 
hand to Stephen, Constable of Aberteivi*, 
and by him had Robert Fitz-Stepuen, the 
jSr^/ of the English adventurera who landed ia 
Ireland. 

Thus sprung up \from one Nest,] four of the 
most distinguished chieftains who attempted the 
conquest of Ireland. She had abo a daughter^ 
named Angharad, who married William de^ 
Barrt, of Manorbeer, in Pembrokeshire, 
b^- whom she iiad iuur sons, IIobeut, Philip, 
Walter, and Girald, nicknamed Caubren- 
sis, or the Welshman. The eldest son Robert, 
accompanied Fxtz-Stepuen into Ireland, and 
was die first man who attempted to scale the 
walls of Wexford. Giralbus has drawn this 
parallel between the characters of iioBEKxde 
Barri and Met lee Fitz-Uenrt, both ne* 
phews to Robert Fitz-Stephen. " They 
both were of like valiantness, hut of sundry dis- 
positions and natures* For Metler being am- 
bitious and desirous of honour, referred all his 
doings to that end ; and whatsoever he attempt- 
ed, was to advance his &me and credit, making 

t Rhys took Roli^rt the son of Stephen prisoner (liis cousin 

German) son to ]S'cst Ins aunt; who after the death of Girald^ 
had married Stephen^ Constable, Eudabie, p. 278 j but lioukci f 
the antiotator on Giraldm, says lhat the third husband of Neit 
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move account to be reported, and have the 
same of a valiant man, than to be so in deed. 
The other (Robert de Barri) being of a cer* 

tain natural di.s]K)sitioi], botli nol)le and vabaiit, 
was neither a greedy seeker of laud and praise^ 
iior an ambitious craver of fame and honoar; 
but being always among the best, did rather 
aeek and travel to be the best, than to be only 
counted the best Besides he was naturally en* 

cued with such a maidenly sbamefastncss, 
and being no bragger nor boaster, would nei- 
ther glorify his own doings, nor yet like well of 
any others which would do so of him. By means 
whereof it came to pass, that the less ambitious 
and desirous he was of honour, the more the 
same followed him : for glory and honour, always 
follow virtue (as the shadow the body) shun- 
ning them who do not seek for her, andfbUow* 
ing them who do least regard her 

* Jn m vIf6 coi^Hetibui, mcut H m aUii emietkp uUer wmmo$ 
iirmtmtaie bmdMif cm Roberto Banem Me^fkrim mmemt* 
trattt tmm ki duo odiok»ctntuU amibom Stepimidmjue ^er €» 
frctHftj alter ex wr&re kepotei, MdribiudheniSf Wuii^nahtrdi 

sqIu tamen ainmoutate fcr^ pcrsimiii. 

ISkykrius namquc laudis amator ct glorur^ cuncta siii gesta ad 
kac summoper^ refer ens; quicquid ejusjamam amplt/icare potuemtt 
iltud ad implere modu omnibus satagebat, longeque majori cura zi^ 
iiri virtmsus quam esseeapitibat, AUer verb (Bobertmde BattiJ 
himid §tr€timted$ v4ldipmdm9,n€oUm^ H^t9t, M MM 

a 
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This gallant youth was killed at Lismore ia 
1184: in the year preceding which event, his 
brother Philip and Girald {Cambremis) bad 
come over to the assistance of their country* 
man Fit z -Stephen". The memory of the fbr- 
uiei (Philip) was recorded by an equestrian 
statue of brass, which was set up in the chunsit 
of Bally BEG, where he had endowed a friary. 
See Jour mi, page 122. 

Such are the characters (hawii by Giral- 
Dus of his countrymen, who undertook the /jt- 
vanon of Ireland* This picture has been repre- 
sented as too flattering : and he has been fre- 
quently accused of partiality iri relating the 
military and civil transactions that took place 
during that period. But xvhere and when can 
we find strict impartiality in the pen of an bis* 
torian: the ties of consanguinity may have 
biassed in some degree both his pen and his 
judgment ; but when we consider, that they 
were recorded by him in the year 1187, and 

populans auaipator ; 2 nier primus prctcipuns magis esse volehat^ 
quum tidert. Cut et (uumiim tiatura sic instituerat ; ut pudlari 
verecundid nec jactabundus, ncc verbosus existenSf egregia sui faci^ 
nora net ipe prwikarty nec ab aUis in Hsutdem efini getiiebMn 
Umie H ffeetum eH^ vi pn^mau^orim iffitUret, Umt9 aufUm 
mm attepterttwr, Gloria namftte eirtutes, quasi umbra, 
fvtev it tfpeiitmti m detent , appetU ctmiemptam ; fUmmfm 
timinmpkk eo ipto placent, quod placerx corUcmmmti d nibimm- 
milm hmsp dwn vUatutf uc^uiritur" 
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only seventeen years after the events tobk. plstce^ 
it would be the height of injustice in us not 
to allow to him more credit ami responsibility 
than to the modern historians, who record those 
CveuU at a much later period* 

Having traced the footsteps of these brave 
adventurers, from the period of their first land-- 
ing in Ireland, A.D. 1 170, to the death of their 
leader, Strongbov; and having related the 
various successes and reverses of fortune which 
they encountered in their bold and perilous un- 
dertaking; let us now follow them to their 
graves, and briefly recount the ultimate fate 
that attended these gallant chieftains. 

The (Icatli of Strong now, which took place 
in the hegining of June, 117^, was shortly fol- 
lowed by that of Maubice FiTZ-G£RALD,who 
died at \\ EX FORD, in the month of September 
ibllowing, and was buried in the Monastery of 
Or£T Friabs, without the city walls ; but bis 
monument, at the time when Hooker wiote^ 
viz. 1586| was nearly destroyed. 

9 

The gallant Eeymund, who, after the death 
of Strong BOW, resigned the reins of govern^ 
ment to Wjlliam Fitz-Adelm *, is said to 

♦ 

• ■ • ■ 

• William Fiiz-Adt/m according to Sir Richard Cox, v.as rc* 

kted to the crowo^ for ArlffUc mother of WUliam ths Coo* 
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have been buried in an* abbey on the island of 
MoLANA near Ballinatray, oh the River 
BxiACKiTATEiiy betwectt YouoHAL and Lis- 
MORE * ; but from the following passage in the 
Monasticon^ some doubts I think may be en- 
tertained about the place of his interment. In- 
speaking of the Abbey of Sr. Thomas at 
Dublin, Mr. Archdale says, " that Rey- 
VUKD FiTz-WiuiAU, (so Called from b^ing 
the son of William Fitz-GeRald) and his 
wife fiASiLi&A^daughter of Earl Gilbert (and 
sister to S^brongbow) directed their bodies to 
be buried in that abbey, to which they made 
considerable grants and donations." The said 
Basilea seems to have intermarried with 
Geoffry Fiiz-Robert, after the death of 
Reymond* 
- . ' 

To Robert Fitz-Stepiien-, and Milo de 
CooANy Kin or Hbnjiy in a parliament held at 
Oxford, A.D. 11779 made a grant of the king- 
dom of Cork, in reward for their ^ood conduct 
and able services. By this grant [a copy of 
which is given by Mr, Smith in his HUtori/ of 

q«eK>r was mar) ird to llarloijcen de Burgo by whom she had 
Robert, Eaii of Cornwal, who had issue William Earl of Conmed 
who had issue A^lm^ and Joh^WUHm FUs^Addm w«s Uie feoa 

■ *9M.Xot!nn1, pageiQi. 
■ b 
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Cork, tMf/ 1. page 39} the King gives unto R<h 
MEt Fitz-SrEFHEN and Milo ihs Cooak, 

the government af his City of Cork, with tho 
cantred that belonged to the Oslaien of the »aid 
city, to have and to bold during his royal plea** 
sure. Ue also grants and confirms to them and 
liieir hein» all the kingdom of CoIlk, excepti^ 
ing the said city and cantred, by service of 
' thirty knights to be performed to him, hb sou 
J6uvt^ and their heirs^ by Robert ViTEStMe^ 
:^HEN and bis heira^ and by an equal serviK^ 
from Milo de Coo an and his heirs. 

Two years afterwards Fite^Stevhen 'toi 
Milo made a partition of seven cantreds that 
lay contiguous to the city, three of which, east-^ 
Krard, fell to the lot of Fite-Steiphev, being 
the best ; and four, westward, became the por- 
tion of Milo. The government of the city re- 
mained in common to them both ; and the tri- 
bute of the other twentv-four cantreds which 
remained undivided, was to be equally distri- 
buted between them» whenever they slioald b^ 
brought into subjection. 

In the year 1184, the brave Milo de Co- 

©AN, whilst travelling in company with five 
dther knights towards LtsHOAJs;. was treache- 
rously murdered. I cannot find out the precise 
time when his colleague Fitz-Stephen died. 
Dr. JLelanp saysi that grie^ vexatioiiy And fiv* 



tigue, had proved too heavy for hU years, and 
deprived tfae unhappy . veierau of hi^ ntB&oxL" 
(vol i. page I89.) 

In 118^ died I^krvet of Mount Maurice. 
This turbulent chiefbin bad in the year 1179 

entered into the monastery of the Hqlx Tri* 
viTT at Canterbvrt, and there talcing upon 
him the habit of the order, led a solitary and re* 
ligious life, upon which his biographer exclaims* 
*[Qiii, utinam iicut habitum^ sic et unim^mj . 
sicut militiam sic et malitiam depoau 'm^tJ* 

The English adventurers were shortly fol« 

loAved to the grave by tbcir tw o most strenuous 
Irish opponents* The death of Donax^o 
O'Brien King of Limerick is said to have 
taken place in the year 1 194. A rich monu- 
ment is attributed to him at the abbey of Hox.e^ 
Cross in the County of Tipperart, but I • 
think ermie^02^W^,as I shall state in my Journal. 

Arckdaie says, that '^his son Dokagh 
Carbreach O'Brien was interred A.D. lfi4U 
in the Dominican Friary at Limerick, and that 
lu..tatae«» placed over the tomb. " 

In the year 1 198 died the celebrated chief- 
tain and nominal King of Ireland, Roderick 

O'Connor, in whom (according to Ware) end- 

^ the Irish monarchy, and settkd in the pei^ 
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son of Henky the Second, King of England: 
he wafi- ever a most stFenuous advocate for the 
freedom of his natiye country, and an active op-* 
poser to the invaders. 

His rebellious and undutiful sons had depos- 
ed him from his government of CoiTNAUOfiTt 
and obliged him to seek shelter within thecloy- 
stered walls of the abbey of Cong in the county 
of Ma to, where he died at the advanced agei 
of eighty-two, after a religious retirement of fif- 
teen years; and was buried in the great church 
at Clonmacndise, on the north side of thfi 
high altar.* 

M SYL£R FiTz-HjENRTywho had enjoyed th^ 

high office of Justiciary of Ireland* was the last 
survivor of his brave companions in arms. 

« ■ 

* Tliis Augustin monastery situated on the river Shaji/ton in 
the King's County, was one of the iiciicst establishments in Ire- 
land. Mr.Arckdale^^lio has given its annals at large, says, that 
its landed property was so gicftt, And the iramber of cells and 
fttonasterieft subjected to it sA niiineroiii» that almnat h4lf of Uei^ 
land was said to be within the bounds of GISoiiiiiaaioue. Though 
. (t wu held in great superstitious veverence by (he princes and 
natives,- and esteemed the Jom of Ireland, yet it wps frequently 
plundered and bnrnt by the Danes or Ostmen, 

Jona is an island in the Hebrides, celebrated for having been 
(he religious retirement of Columha^ a native of Ireland, who 
about the year 565 left bis own country with resentment, at\d 
Vowing never to make a settlement within sight of that hated 
island. Heie he founded a monastiek estabKshment: and hera 
4e died at <ii advanced age, aad was iatetiedj} fboogh-tht }xuk^^ 
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-ilied in the year 1220, and was interred in the 
.ndbapter house of the abbey of Gomnax. * with 
the fbllowjBg rude epitaph : 

** Conduntur tumulo Meyleri nahilis osia^ 
Indomitw domtqr totius gentis HyhemutJ" 

vmxm say that his hody wHs tratislaied td I]^oi»ii, and dcpd* 
^d Mlh thoie of two otfaar saints, 51. BrigH and 8i. PMrkk. 
They also quote the following epitaph, writtantocoottwniOMte 

(he above event, 

** Hi tm m Dubo hunito inmuimhtr inUnoi 
Btigfda, Pairicmt, aique C^mba fuu*" 

'Though the Scots deny the lact, and lay claim to Cohtmbtts 
4iematfis; ' AiW the Saihtfs death, the isfond took the name of 

Y-Columb-cili or the Isle of the Cell of Columba. Several ruin^ 
still remain to testify the high veneration in which this holy 
ground was fonnerly held, and in it are said to have been inter- 
red the bodies of several Scots, Irish, and Norwegian kings. A 
foil account of this island and its antiquities may be foUnii in, 

* This letigions house is styled, in the Mtmmtkon^ Great Co- 

nallj and gives name to a Barony in the County of Kildare, on 
the banks of the river lAffcy, A Priory was founded here in 
the year IQO? by Meyler Fitz Henry ^ uho filled it with regular 
canons from the monastery of LmUkom iu AIonmouiAsAire. At 
the time when Mr. Archdale states this removal of canons to have 
taken place from Wales into Ireland^ the priory of ImiUAoiU was 
in a ne^ected, if not a (fnerled state. It was founded about the 
j[ear llOd by the Lacy family, and on account of the frequent 
Interruptions and molestations its inhabitants received from the 
native mountaineers, this religious establishment was removed 
in U36 to the neighbourhood ot Ghucester, where a loagnificcnX 
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' The so%i#qu6nt state of Ireland, and th^ v»- 

ifious rebeiiioBs that at inteivals agitated that 
unhappy country, have been so amply detailed 
by difFerent writers, thatany discassionof them 
from my pen would be superfluous ; nor should 
I have so far transgressed the defined limits of 
.a Journal by entering upon kista^rical ground, 
had not the circums.tances attending the £ng* 
lish Invasion appeared to me highly interest- 
ing, and to have been too sh'ghtly recorded by 
the generality of Irish historians. 

The events that transpired in the course of 
these six years, namely from the Jirst landing 
of fioB£&T f itz-St£pm£n at Wexford in the 
year 1170, to the death of £arl Strongboit 
at Dublin in 1176, cannot be read without 
feeling a considerable degree, of interest for the 
bold adventurers who engaged in this hazard- 
ous enterprize ; and that interest is consider- 
ably heightened by seeing before us their por^ 
traits and characters drawn by one of Aeir 
cotemporaries, Giraldus d£ Barri; and 

« 

abbey was built, and called, after the name of the Mother Church 
Lanthoni: so that I think this priory at Connal in Ireland was 
more probably supplied with monks from the daughter at GloU' 
cester, than from the mother in Monmouthskirem In the year 1202 
"Gecfrtj/ de Hmdawe was prior of tlie former abbey, and 
'translated to the see of S/. Dopid'f in the following year. 
Father Clynn places the fouAdalioa of Comud 'in die year 
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whether the imputation of partMity (with 

which he has been taxed by the Irish writers) 
towards his i^aameu and rei^tk>Bs» be justly 
founded or not; we cannot but regard the 
Historical Annals lie has recorded, as a pre- 
cious gift to posterityj and a lop^t valuable ac- 
quisition to die literary world. " — 



CIVIL AND ECCLESIASTICAL 
DIVISION OF IRELAND- 



To the Touristy who wishes to have some ge-. 

ncral information respecting the natural situa- 
tioUf and political divisions of Irelaudi the fol- 
lowing extracts from Dr. Beaufoet's highly 
esteemed Memoir, may prove useful. 

In speaking of the esLtent of this island, he 
says^ The greatest length of Ireland extends 
from north-east to south-west ; and a line so 
drawn between the two most remote points, 
FairpHead and Mizen-Head, would cut the 
meridian in an angle of thirty degrees, and mea- 
sure 241 Irish miles, which somewhat exceed 
S06 of English statute measure. The longest 
line that can be stretched across the kingdom, 
would measure 153 Irish, or 207 English miles, 
from Emlagh-Rash in MXto, to Carnsore 
Point, in the County of Wexford, and this 
line would intersect the former in an angle of 
75 degrees. But from the Stags of Corel 
JIarbour, to Bloodt Farlaxd Point, in 
Donegal, is the greatest length that can be 
measured alo^g a meridian, and it will not ex- 
ceed 185 Irish, or 9^d5i English miles. If the 
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hnsMi be measured in the sanie manner nearly 

on a parallel of latitude, the true breadth of the 

island will appear to be as follows : 

Between Tiellek Head and Island Maoee, 

98 Irish, or 124 English miles. 

Between £hxagh-K.asu and the mouth of the 

Stbangfoed Lough, 14S Irish, or 182 English 

miles. 

JBetween Slime-Head and the Poi nt of tio a th, 

157 Irish, or 174 English miles. 

Between Dunmore-Head and the Greeno«e 

foiMTin Wexford, IS6 Irish| or 173 £nglish 

miles. 

** But theve is not a spot in the kingdom Jifty 
miles distant from the sea ; which will mot ap* 
pear surprising, when we observe, that between 
the Bays of Dublin and Galway, there are 
but 86 miles, and no more than 67 between 
DuKDALX and Ballysbannon. 

" With respect to the superficial contents of 
Ireland ; not being able to discover any docu- 
ments' of authority in the public offices, I have 
made a computation of it, by very carefully 
measuring the.area of each county on my map, 
and after rejecting all fractions, I have no hesi" 
tation in assertii^g, that Ireland contains con- 
sidierabiy more than 1^,7 SO sijuaire miles, or 
several thousand acres above twelve millions 
Irish liieasure ; which is equal to 30,370 £ng* 
lUh miles, or 19,436,000 English a^res. 
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Ireland is divided with respect to its eisptt 

or political diviftioiis^ into /our provinces, Uh^ 
STEBy Leivstee, CoxrvAuaKT, and Monster. 



Ulster comprises the nine Northern Counties^ 

. viz. 





Baronies. 


Parishes. 


Acres. 


Armagh, containing 


5 


20 


181,450 


Down 


8 


60 


348,550 


Antrim 


8 


77 


887,200 


London-derry 


4 


si 


318,500 


Donegal 


4 


4S 


679,550 


Tyrone 


' 4 


S5 


4^3, 700 


Fermanagh 


8 


18 


283,450 


Cavan 




SO 




r 


301,000 


Monaghan 


5 


19 


179,600 


Lough Neagh covers 






58,200 


Leinster comprises the twelve JS^SLSttrn Counties. 


Louth, containing 


4i 


61 


110,750 


' Meath 




147 


327,900 


Dublin 


6 


107 


142,050 


Wicklow 


6 


58 


311,600 


Wexford 


8 


142 


342,i;00 


Kilkenny 


9 


W 


300,350 


Carlow 


5 


50 


137,050 


Kildare 


10 


11$ 


236,7^0 


Qucjen's County 


8 


50 


^35,300 


King's County 


li 


52 


282,200 


Westmeath 


12 


62 


231,550 


Longford 


6 


2S 


134,150 
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C^KNAVfiHX comprises tbe^v^ Western Counties. 





Baronies. 


Parishes. 


ACTCS, 


Galmy, coQtainiBg 


16 




989,950 


Mayo 


9 


68 


790,600 


SUgo 


6 


39 


847,150 


Leitrim 


• 

S 


17 




Roscommoii 

• 


6 


56 


546,650 


'MoNstER comprises the six Southern Counties* 


Cork, contaiuiog 


16 




1,048,800 


Kerry 


8 


83 


647i650 


Clare 


9 


79 


476,800 


Limerick 


9 




386,750 


Tipperary, 


10 


186 


554,950 


Waterford 


7 


74 


868,800 








Acttt* 


Ulster SS 






3,801,800 


Leinster 97 


m 




2,792,550 


Connaught 43 


S96 




8,630,300 


Munste'r 59 


816 




3,377,150 



12,001,^00 

' "^l fractions having been excluded from this 
calculation, It is very much under the fidl num* 
her of ocm in Ireland." 

Ecclesiastical Division. Tlie kingdom is 
divided ecclesiastical^ as well as civilljf, into 
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four provinces ; but the cvvil and ecclesiasticat 
boundaries are far from coinciding. An Arch- 
bishop presides over each^ Hie senten Bishops 
of the Northern Province are suffragans to the 
Archbishop of Armagh, who is Lord Primate^ 
Und Metropolttan-of all Ireland. The Archbi- 
shop of Dublin is Lord Primate of Ireland, and 
has three suftragan Bishops in the Eastern Pro- 
vince. The Southern Province, with its five shF> 
fragans, is under the jurisdiction of the Arch- 
bishop of Cashcl^ Lord Primate of Munster ; 
and the Archbishop of Tnam, Lord Primate of 
Connaught, presides over the three Bishops of 
the Western Province. 

Irhe number of Deaneries is SS, andf of 
Archdeaconries 34; but the Archdeacons have 
iiot a vmtatorialjyLX}»6xQtioii ; the government 
of the church of Ireland, whijcb is m Hiost 
things conformable to that of England, differ- 
iiig with respect to visitations; for in Ireland^ 
tlie Bishops hold a yisitation annually ^ and the 
Arclibishop _ visits his suffragans every third 

The Province of Atatiagh contains fat A\t^ 
cesjesy viz. 1. Archbisrliopric of ArtAagh. S*. Bi- 
shopric of Drpmpreir d< Down^ 4^^. Oonnor 
and Defry united. 6., Raphoe. 7. Clogher^ 
b. Kilmore. Ardagh. 10. Meath. 

Tbe Province of Dublia contains five 
DioceseS; viz. 1. Archbishopric of Dncblin. 
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. 2, Bishopric of Kildare. 3. Ossory. 4, 5. Femes 
Leighlia united. 
The Province of Cashel contains eleven 
Pioceses, viz. 1. Archbishopric of Cashel, and 
Bishopric of Emly, (united with Cashel,) 2,3, 
Waterford and Lismore united. 4, 5. Cork and 
Ross. 6. Cloyue. 7, 8, 9. Limerick, Ardfert, and 
Aghadoi^ united. 10, U, Killaloe and Kilf<^ 
nors. 

The Province of Tuam contains siv Dio- 
ceses. 1. Archbishopric of Tuam, 2, 3. Bit 
ihoprica of Clonfert and Killmacdnagh united, 
4. Elphin. 5. Killala, 6. Achoiiiy. 

In the above arrangement, the Dioceses are 
placed with respect to contiguity^ not accord- 
ing to rank ; for the Bishop of Meatli has pre^ 
cedence of all Bishops, and, next to him, Kil- 
dare : the others take place according to tfao 
4^te of their consepr^ttion, 
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JOURNAL 

A TOUR IN IRELAND. 

A*i>. 1806. 



Monday, 23d June In the evening 1 

sailed from Holyhead in the Union Packet, 
Captain Skixner; and after a rough and te- 
dious passage of twenty*three hours, landed at 
the Pidgeon House ; from wheift:e a vehicle 
very appropriately called The Long Coach*, 
(holding sixteen inside passengers, and as 
many outude, with all their luggage) con- 
veyed us to Dublin, distant about two miles 
from the place of landing* Passengers are al« 

* A most daring attack was made a sKort thnc ago upon 
this coach by a large gang of robbers, who ordered the passen- 
gers to disniuunt, and plundered them one by one; the mail 
carrier was also fiwd at by the same people. When this ve- 
hicle is known to convey so many of the principal uobiiity, gen> 
trff aad metchaats from Dublin to the Packet boat, a regular 
borM patrole to attend the coach from the oflk^e, cottld.be at* 
tended with no incenvenience to Government, and would eniurt 
die property of ntny iadividuals, 

B 
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lowed to take their parceUi &c« with them ; 
but carriages and trunks are obliged to go to 

the Custom House, and undergo a tedious and 
imposing search. The proprietor must value 
his carriage as he thinks reasonable : and he 

is charged on that valuation, four and a half 
per cent; hut here the matter does not end ; 
for besides the duty to Government, I paid no 

less than twelve differeut oliiceis of the cus- 
toms *. 

We had scarcely got rid of a most importn- 
iiatc host of boatmen, porters, &c. demanding 
loudly their fees, than we were desired to dis- 
mount from our yehicle, as apprehensions 
were entertained for the safety of the bridge 
over which we were obliged to passf* 

There is nothing commanding in this ap* 
proach to Dublin : a number of narrow passes, 
and bridges barrtcadoed^ still remind the travel* 
ler of the late rebellion. Passing through Me* 
BXON SquarCt we drove to the mail coach office 
in Dawson Street, but fixed our quarters at 

* So near an ttlliance having taken place between England 
and Ireland f it iii to be hoped that this vexatious ceremony will 
ihortly ba dispensed with^ or at least its abuses reformed. 

t When inch krge sums arc annually expendtsd at JDublm on 
kis weTttt buHdingi. and improTementSy it rarely reflect! aq 
credit on the Government of a conntry* that ike bridge of com* 
momcation Ivptween Engbmd and Ireland should have remauied[ 
Ivt io loao a time in a dangerous state. 
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Leeca's Hotel, in Kildaee Stteet % whert 
we fettnd excellent accommodations. 

The City of Dublin is more remarkable for 
its fine public buiklings, than for its squares or 
streets; the latter^ though planned upon an ez*> 
tensive scale, want neatness and symmetry; 
but the former unite elegance of design and 
grandeur, with good execution. Of these the 
roost conspicuous are, the Custom House, the 
Law Cou&ts, the Exchamoe, the late Pab* 

LIAMENT HuLSK, Ulul TrINITY CoLLEGE. 

The CusTOK House, if visited from tlie op- 
posite side of the river^ has a very striking ef** 
feet; and this fine building, conibmed with the 
numerous shipping immediately adjoining it» 
reminded me strongly of those subjects whtdi 
the painter Canalltti selected at VsNicfi 
for bis penciL Its outirard appearance is mag«* 
nfficent,and the minutia of its decorations wWL 
bear the closest examination ; the key stones 
over the arches deserve particular notice: they 
allude to the rivers of Ireland; all of which, 
• except that of the Anna Liff£T, are repre- 
sented by male heads ; the latter river, which 
runs through the City of Dublin, is distm* 
guisbed by a female head. These fine cfaarac-* 
ters were executed by Mr* Epward Skvt«, 

* JMUii (like London) abounds in excellent hotels; and no 
street more than Kildart Street: there are also othen. fttf 

good in Sackviiie bliecC. 
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and will do him immortal credit. The bas re- 
liefs in the pediment are far inferior in point 
of execution : many defects may also be found 
in the general mass of architecture. The chini- 
nies are heavy, and the ornaments annexed to 
the heads, are too trifling. The centre part of 
the back front, decorated with four statues, is 
very bad ; and the bas relief, in the front pedi- 
ment, fails in design : the figure of commerce 
on the dome, is too iiiassive iu its proportions, 
as well as the Lion and Unicorn on the back 
part ; indeed the whole of the upper part, with 
its projecting cornice, is too heavy for the 
lower part of the mouldings. Convenience 
seems to have been as much consulted in the 
interior of this edifice, as grandeur of design 
. in ^be exterior, , The ball of business, called 
the Long Room^ is a most spacious apartment, 
seventy feet square. The whoic ot this exten- 
sive edifice was designed and executed by Mr. 
Jam£8 G anpon, a London architect, and the 
foundation stone laid on the 8th of August, 
17^1 

Tlie Law Courts on the same side of th& 
river as the custom house, form a magnificent 
pile of building. The approach to the four 

courts, which are all uniform, is from a noble 

* A view o£ tj)c old Custom House erected A.D. 1707, ii en* 
graved in Unrm*^ History vf Dublin* 
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hall. The sculptural decorations are by Mr. 

Edward Smyth, a native artist. '1 he building 
was begun in 1776, by Mr. Thomas Coolet,. 
architect, who lived only to complete the western 
win sr. The remainder was terminated by Mr. 
Jam£S Gandox. The foundation stone of the 
part containing tiie Courts, was laid on the 13th 
March, 1786, by Charles, Duke of Rut- 
land, then Lord Lieutenant, Previous to the 
erection of this building, the Law Courts 
were held under one roof in Christ Church 
Lane; prior to which period, they were sepa-^ 
rate and ambulatory, being removed as conve* 

m 

nience and safety made it expetlient. 

Some objections may be made to the arclii- 
lecture of this building, particularly to the 
dome encompassed by columns, which, owing 
to the base rising so high above the rest of the 
budding, has a very bad effect ; its propor* 
tions as a, detached temple would be more just: 
this defect is very visible from the oppd^ite 
side of the river, (which is the best situation to 
view the general effect of the building) where 
the over^massive proportions of the dome and 
colonnade tend to lessen and injure those of 
the beautiful portico beneath, to which they 
should be only a second*. 

*A plan is in agiiaiiuji oi" extending the Quay a Ion;; (he 
Inmkft of the from the Custom home to. the l^w Courts, 
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' Tine ExCKA VM» in my opiiiioii,exceeds in the 

beauty of its interior, every other public build- 
ing in Dublin. IU form and peculiarities are 
thus described by an able artist, Mr. J axes 
Malton, who has published a folio volume 
of exact and well executed views of all the 
principal buildings in Dublin ; from whom I 
have extracted some particulars in this my 
sketch, and to wham I refeir those of my 
readers, who may wish for more minute in- 
formation on the subject, lie says, that on 
entering this edifice, the attention is called to 
many conspicuous beauties ; but above all, to 
the general form. Twelve fluted pillars of the 
Composite Order, thirty-two feet high, are cir* 
cularly disposed in the centre of a square area, 
covered by a highly enrijcbed entablature; 
above which is a beantifiil cylindrical lantern, 
about ten feet high, perforated by twelve cir- 
cular windows, ornamented with festoons of 
laurel leaves : the whole crowned with a hand* 
some spherical dome^ divided into hexagonal 
compartments, enriched and well proportioned, 
and lighted from the centre by a large drcula? 
akylight." Its form is that of a fine rotundo 
within a square, and is admirably suited to the 
purpose it is destined. This building was plan- 

wbicH viU add much to tUe be^yty, as wdl at to tin conve* 
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bed and executed under the immediate direct 
tioif of Mr. Thou A8 Cooiet, who obtained 

the first premium given by the Trustees for 
the best design ; and was the means of intro* 
ducing this able architect into Ireland. The * 
foundation stone was laid in 17^9, by Lorji 
TowNSHENDy ' and was opened in 1779: its 
expence is estimated at forty thousand pounds. 

The Parliament House, presents a fa^ 
fade of beautiful architecture^ and being placed 
nearly at right angles with the west front of 
Trinity College, produces a very grand 
effect Mr. Harris, in his Hittory of Dub* 
lin, says, that it was begun in 1729, (during 
the administration of John Lord Carteret) 
by Sir Edward Lovet Fearce, engineer 
and surveyor general, and completed by Ar- 
thur Dobbs, Esq. (who succeeded him in that 
office) about the year 1739> at the expence of 
about forty thousand pounds. 

Since the Union between England and 
Irblavd, the original destination of this fine 
building has been changed/ and it is now under- 
going alterations to fit it for a National Bank. 

T&iKiTr CoLLCOE, or the University of 
Dublin, is a handsome pile of building. Its 
widely extended front, facing Daue Street, 
adds a great ornament to the city ; and on en« 
tering through the gateway iu the ceutie, the 
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eye is struck with the general appearance of the 
area within* and pariicularly with two elegant 
8tone buildings withCorynthian porticos corre- 
.sponding, and facing each other on the right 
and left The library is a magnificent room, and 
surpassed only by that of Trinity College 
atCxMBRiPGE*; it has lately received a very 
considerable addition to its collection of books 

by the purchase of the Fagel Library from 
Holland. Various unsuccessful attempts 
were made to found an University at Dublik 
by Sir Henry Sidney, Sir John Perrot, ^ 
and other eminent men ; but the credit is due ' 
to Archbishop Loftos, who, by his eloquence, 
prevailed upon the Mayor and Citizens of 
Dublin to give them the site of the dissolved 
monastery of All Saints, which they enjoyed 
by grant from King Henry viii. He after- 
wards procured from Queen £lizab£th» a 
royal charter, and a mortmain licence for the 
laiid granted by the city. Thomas Smith, 
Mayor of Dublin^ laid the first stone of the 
building on the 15th March 1591* The work 
proceeded vigorously by means of benevo* 
lent <K>ntribution8y and on the 9th of Januaiy 
1593, it was fit for the reception of stu- 

. ' * The dtmemioiis of thb fine foom are stated by Mr. Mgi^ 
Iw (who hat ffum an inside view of it) to beS69 iwt loog^SO 
bmd, and 40 liig^* It was erected in the year 17$t, 
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dents*. There is an anatomical school in the 
park adjoining, with very fine pieparations in 
wax : the museum of natural history is so far 
surpassed by the one newly arranged by Gene- 
ral Vallancey at the rooms of the Dublin 
Societ}', that it scarcely deserves notice. Tlie 
Provost's house, built after a design of the ce- 
lebrated Lord Burlington, adjoins the Uni- 
versity, and adds to the beautiful appearance 
of this part of the city. 

Having, mentioned the principal buildings 
that arrest the stranger's attention during his 
walk through Dublin : I shall say a few words 
respecting the churches. Of these, Saint Pa- 
trick's Cathedeal, and Christ Church 
are the roost remarkable for their antiquity, 
and I may add onlj/ on thai account; for their 
state is very bad and precarious; and the ap* 
proach to each of them filthy beyond measure,, 
and through the very worst part of the city 

The former is said to have been built by 
JottK CoMYN, Archbishop of Dubhn on the * 
site of an older building, and dedicated by him 

*11iose who wish to «itisfy their curiosity more A lly re- 
•pecting thif endowment, will find many interesting particular* 
in HarrWn History of Dublin, 

tLet the reader who wishes to know the dreadful and dt»> 
graceful state of this quarter of the city, refer to Mr. WkiitM$ 
admsnibk E»say m the FcpUoHon ^ JMUh, and obscmuiong 
on the sute of the poorer parts of the city of Dablin. 
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ia the year I190 to Saint Patrick. HenrV 

LouNDRES afterwards changed its ecclesiastical 
e&tablisbmenty which was collegiate ia its first 
constitution, and erected it into a cathedral 
about the year 1225, uniting it with the priory 
of the Holy Trinity or Christ CHURCH,and re* 
serving to the latter the prerogative of honour. 
The chapel of the blessed Virgin is said to 
have been built by Fulk deSaumdpord, who 
in ld71 was buried in it; the steeple was erect- 
ed by Archbishop Minot in 1370, who also 
rebuilt a part of the cathedral which had been 
destroyed by fire *, and the lofty spire owes its 
existence to a legacy bequeathed by Doctor 
Stxrvk, Bishop of Clogher, in 1750. 

Such is the ancient account of this Cathe- 
dral; a long period, I fear, will not elapse be- 
fore the traveller will have occasion to witness 
it in ruins : for so dangerous is its present state, 
that the whole nave is propped up by poles and 
scaiFoIding to prevent its downfall. The inte- 
rior in point of good architecture has little to 

* The foUomng anecdote is related bj Barrit lespecting the 
rebttilding of chit church. After the burning of St, Painek*9 

Church, sixty straggling and idle fellows were taken op, and 
obliged to assist in n paii iiig the church ana building the stee- 
ple ; who, when the work was over, returned to their old trade 
of begging, but were banished out of the diocese in 1376 by Ro" 
kert de Wikrf(9rd^ socceiior to Jtfteor. Their namei are inserted 
in the ancient legistiy from which thii note was taken/' 
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notice or commeml. The chapter house, which 

appears originally to have been one of the 
transepts^ and the choir afford the best speci* 
mens. 

On the right of the altar is a very curious 
monument erected to the memory of the Botlx 
fiunily* : it is divided into several stor lesion each 

* Tlie hittoiy of this nobleman is <*xtrenie1yctirious, and eia 

scarcely be equalled either in the Knglish or Insii annals. 
When he first arrived at Dublin^ his whole wcalih amounted 
only to 27l- 3s. in money; but by a prudent and upright con- 
duQtft ke lived, not only to triumph over the calumnious deaU 
ingsof his rivals, but to enjoy the fruits of bis honesty and good 
jodg^DflDt* By his wife Ca#4artffe» daughter to Sir Ge^ny Fm* 
tmif he had lifteen children, seven soiis» and eight daughters: 
. ^d what is Riiiarl(able» three of the five sons who sunived him, 
wm made peers before his death. Another was afterwards.pro- 
motcd to the same honours ; and his youngest son Robert Boyft 
(so celebrated throughout Europe for his great literary taknti.) 
refused the proffered peerage. The same honourable fortune 
seems to have attended on the female part of bis progeny ; for 
seven of his daughtem were married to noblemen : and to use 
the words of his Biographer, I may venture to affirm, that 
the founder of no family in England, was ever so far favoured 
by Providence, as to see so many of his children settled in the 
world, and disposed of after so honourable a manner,** 
, But I must not omiLan tiutcjotc relatini; to this sumptuous 
monument. The Earl of Cork having purchased from the Dean 
and Chapter of St. Pati^k's, sufficient ground to build a vault 
(or his family, erected this monument over it : for wblcb he was 
called in question, having placed it in the space virhere the high 
•Itv anciently stood^ directly facing the door of the choir. Tho 
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of which there are figures either recumbent or 
kneelingi and is the loftiest monument I ever 
saw, as it rises nearly to the top of the cieling. 
On the opposite side, is the tomb of Lord 
Ran£lagh. The figures on each monument 
are painted* Besides the above, there are seve* 
ral brasses with sculptures and inscriptions ; a 
tablet to the memory of Sir Hj^nhy Wallop 
1599f founder of the Portsmouth %mily in 
Hampshire, and another to the memory of the 
celebrated Dean Swift, bearing this inscrip- 
tion: 

HIC DEFOSITUM EST CORPUS JONATHAN 
SWIFT S.T. D. HVJUS ECLESI/B CATHEDRALIS DE- 
CANI, UBI SifiVA INDIGNATIO ULTERIUS COR LA- 
CtRARi: NEQUIT. ABI VIATOR! ET IMITARE, SI 
POTERIS, STRENUUM PRO VIRILI LIBERTATIS 
yiNDlCATOREM. OBIIT. 19 Dl£ MENSIS OCTOBIUS 
A D 1745. ANNO iETATIS 7S. 

Above this tablet is a spirited bust of the 

Dean, the gift of the celebrated G£OiiG£ 
Faulkner* 

matter was referred to the Primate and Archbishop of Dublifi, 
who, by their letters to the King, made a certificate concerning 
the propriety of its situation. The King however ordered a 
commission to be held by the L^rd Deputy and other dignified 
ecclesiastics to inquire into the situation of thii'tomb, and 
when satisfied that it had been elected on the site of the hi|^ 
altar» the King ovdeted it to be lenoved to the soathside of the 
9ltar» in which sitnation it now remains. 
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Cfi&isT CHuacH or the Priory of the Uoljr 
Trinity— Abchdalb in his Manastican has re- 
corded many valuable particulars res]>ecting 
tbi» bttiidmg. He attributes the foundation of 
it to SiTBic the son of Avlif the Danish 
Prince of Dublin in the year 1038, who 
gave to DoNAT the first Bishop of that See, a 
place, whereon to erect a church to the blessed 
Trinity. Several of the Norman chieftains who 
came into Ireland with King Ubnbt the 
Second enlarged this church by adding chapels 
and other improvements. Amongst these was 
.Richard Strongbow, £arl of PembbokEi 
who according to tradition lies buried here. 
The figure of a cross legged knight is shewn as 
bis effigy ; and above it is this explanatory in- 
scription engraven on a tablet 

THIS AVNCIENT MONVMENT OF RYCHARD 
STRANGBOWE CALLED COMES STRANGVLENSIS 
LORD OFCHEPSTO AND OGNY THE FYRST AND 
PRYNCIPALL INVADER OF IRELAND 11^ QUI 
OBtrr 1177. THE MONVMENT WAS BROKEN BY 
THE FALL OF THE ROFF AND BODYE OFCHRISTES 
CHURCHE IN ANNO 156«. AND SET VP AGAYNE 
AT THE CHARGYS OF THE RIGHT HONORABLE 
SIR HENRI SYDNEY KNIGHT OF THE NOBLE OR. 
DER L. PRESIDENT OF WALES L. DEPVTY OF IRE- 
LAND. 1570..4t 

ARCHDAtE in his Monasticon (page 1 S3,) 
says '* that in llGj* Richard StrongboWi 
£arl of Pbmbroi^e granted to the ^hhey of 



the Virgin Mary at Dublin certam iaad^, 
he." and directed that bis body should be bu^ 

ricd in this abbey, where his brother Thomas 
had taken the habit of the order. He after* 
wards (page 150) adds that in 1176 the same 
Earl granted lands to find lights for Chiiist's 
CuuRCB ^ that be died of a cancerous sore in 
his leg, and was interred there, within siglit of 
the Holy Cross*." On the left of the high altar 
is a costly tomb in marble, erected to the me** 

•The following passage in Ldand's Itinerary f ra). tv. p. 80. 
bas caused some doubc about the place of interment of thitiU 
lostrious chieftain ; Hie Jactt BiM§§ SlrmigbomJiim$ GUberti ah 
mku dePmnbroke; which he stat«s (amongst otbets) as written 
on the walls of the chapter house in the ctoystcnof Gloucester 
Cathedral ; but the testimony of Girddui de Sarri who accom* 
panied Prince John to Ireland in 1 185, and wrote his account 
of that cuuiiiry in the year 1187, (only ten years after the death 
of Earl Richard,) will settle this point in the most salistacfory 
rBaDii4;r. In chapter 14 book 11 of his Hiberma txpngnata, he 
says ** Corpus Comitig, DublmiB tn ecclesid Sonde Trimtatii m 
tpt9 ntamdcg Crucit proaptctu, prooffmte iMrtutm 9edk ifm* 
4em Jrek^miUf aUbratu iolmMiar cnfaat, mi cwmMumJ' 

Tbongh the generality of antlnia aeon to think that Simig^ 
bmff was bified in Chiitlf^ Church ; tM, I thhnk, some doaht 
may be entertained if this dKgy has been rightly attributed to 
him- Tlio kiiit;iiL bears oa iiii bhidd the following arms, viz. 
Argenty on a chief azure, three crosus crosskfs^cbie of the Jieid, 
On referring to Enderbie, and also to an ancient mauuschpt by 
George Ovcat, I find that the arms of this chieftain were, Or, 
ikriffCkeofomOulei, a erneentfor difirence. How then can 
thli h^ tlw aCgy- of Alwiigloipf 
4 
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inory of 'RottM EarjL of Kiliiaax, 174^ 

and executed by Cheere the Sculptor. lie is 
represented inr a recumbent attitude ; at his feet 
stanck bis .'son, the late Duke ov Leinster ; 
and at bis head stands his widow and daughter 
Lady Hi llsbovouor* The sculpture has a con- 
sMterable degree of mmt; but the general good 
eftect of the group is much inj ured by the costume 
in wbtdi the figures are habited*. On the op^ 
postte ride, k another toftib, where the figures 
are well executed in small lite : They comme- 
morate JFranch Agard 1577 • and Lady Cecilia 
Harrington his daughter and coheir, wife of 
Sir Henry Harrington 1584. This is the same 
personage whose name I found inscribed on a 
curious tal)let in Beaumaris Clmrch, Angle- 
SEA^aud which I have mentioned in my notes on 
GiRALDUs (Vol. II. page 119.) bat at the pub- 
Hcation of that work, I did not know the place 
of his interment. He was Secretary to Sir 
Hevtrt Sidnet, Lord Justice of Irelandi 
and his good character is thus recorded by the 
Historian Hollxnshed* He made choice of 
two worthy counsellors, whom for their ikith<' 

^This noblerikan who died in 1743, ordered ''that there do 
•ttend mj Ibnerri hut a few of my aervuntSy and that my body 
kept ttnburicd for as many clays after my decease a» it can» 

without aft oi cutung open." The a»sciiption to aicmury is 
tnu^Qiibcd io Lod^^*' i^e^ra^c^ VoL i.^. 1X1. 
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fulness in coimisel for the state, good will and 
friendship towards him, and for their integrity 
and sincerity every way, he entirely loved and 
assuredly trusted^ . one of .these was Master 
FaAM.ei^ : Aoarb; wboqar be cpmlpDnly called 
his ** Fidus AcJuitcs,'' This church contains 
other less important tombs, amongst which 
that of Doctor Woodward organist, has the 
singularity of a 7nusical epitaph. In point of 
antiquity, Christ's Church bears a decided 
superiority over Satkt Patricr^s, and pre- 
sents several specimens of Saxon architecture. 
The northern front has an ornamented Saxon 
portal : the transepts are chiefly of the same 
Order, though we may trace an early iatroduc* 
tion of the pointed arch, but still retaining jts 
Saxon decorations; of which we* see two good 
examples in the aisle le^ing from the transept 
on the right of the chdir« The choir ptesents 
a sad medley of Gothic and Italian architecture 
ponibined in the most unnatui'al manner. The 
annals of this Priory have been preserved by 
AficHDAL£ in his Monasticon from the year 
1170 to i^S^- 

These are the principal buildings that will 
atlFLict tlic attention of the stranger who visits 
Dublin : hut there are others^ which, though 
not equal in grandeur, may deserve the epithet 
of haudson:ie; amongst them may be named the 
X«YING IN tioSFITAX^ Bx,U£ CoAX UoSPiXAX.^. 
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theRoTUNDO, Church of Saint Catharine, 
the Tholsxx., and the Rooms of the BirfiLiMt 
Society in the city : and KitMAiiTHAlf HosM' 
TAL in the suburbs, and Royal In firm art 
in the Phcbnix Park. Amongst the houses sii 
the noUHty, the mdsC remarkable those of the 
Leikster, Cuarlemont, and Powerscourx 
famtiies*. 

I have before remarked that the streets and 

squar^s^ though planned upon a grand and ex* 
' tcmsive'SiBaler want neatness and symmetry to 
render them striking to the eye. . SA^CKViixi^ 
Street and Saint Stephen's Green are evi- 
dent proofa of my^ assertions. J.t is not suffi* 
dent that a street is wide, or that a square en- 
closes a spacious area a certain regularity 

those who wish to have correct and w^l chosen views 
of all the principal buildingi St DvNSii, I stiongly recommesd 
the work of Mr. Jama Mattm. 

■ fSt. Stephen's Gncu is esteemed the largest square in Europet 
and its circumlereuce is Utile short ot an English mile : a broad 
gravel walk, separated from the street by a low wall, and from 
the green by a dirty and stinking ditch, encircles the whole 
area, which is shaded by trees* This spaqous green presents ths 
k«el saifrce of a meadow^ hnrken only hy' an equisstrian stated- 
of JTti^ George ike Seamd ia the ceafipe* I am rather surpriM' 
that the spirit of taste and impioveiaetit so highly conspicuous' 
Ih many partf ei'Dvbim should not have been extended to i3ta£- 
fine green ; a spot so well calculated for public walks, and even: 
in its present uncouth state, and with all its desa^rhncns^ so muck 
xeioited to by the public ^ - * * 

C W 
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and grandeur in the surrounding houses is ab-* 
•olutely necessary to reader them striking: 
tbe good effiicts 'cf symmetry are visible ii^ 
many of the new squares in London, andstUi 
more so at Bath*^ 

SvKj>Af S9tn Jivvc I left Dubuk in tiie 
morning; passed through the Ph(enix Park*; 
a wide and handsome straight road with trees 
oa its. aides ; see the Vice Regal Lodge on the 
right, a good modem house, with wings added 
by the latit Lieutenant Lord Hardwicke ; 
there arer^ Several smaHer lodges within the 
Park. At the further extremity ii> the represent^ 
ation of a Pji^nix at the top of a largp Co« 
rintbian pillar, ejected dutitag the Lieutenteeg^ 
of the Earl of Chesterfield. Passed 

through the village of Castile Knock f; Ab- 

.... • • , ' .* • . 

* This park (whicb is about seven miles in ciircamference) 
was a part of the extensive possessions attached to Kilmamhmt 
vbero Rkkard Stron^jbow ba4 founded s prioiy for Knights 
Templan. thu genera) dissolution pf this miiitaiy cslabUshr 
ment took pU^e in prance as well aa in fygkftd ajbomt tM year 
1312. The example oi Philip King of France was followed by 
QUI Ed-^ard the Second, each of whoiji, Dot without reason, 
viewed with a jealous eye the encrea$ing power of this order, 
\vho from the period of their first establishment in 1118^ h&A 
^lined possession oCsix^teen thi^usand lojrdshtpsk drchdaU Me* 

t Tbi$ word ofiien occurs in Initndf acorrapjtlan famf^ok^ 
or kmkmf a bill.' Xihryd ArduBolvgia, 

» a ' 
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moTSTX>WK * on the right, the seat of Mr.. 
f aoxkn;b]u Crois the Royal Canal; and tee 
at a short distance on the right the ruined 
Church of Mallahidert. Village of Clo^ 
USE ; on the left BuNBOtNX, and NoaicAif V 

Grove on the right. Miserable cottages made 
of mud and thatched ; many of them left in 
uina.asBoe therebdlian in 179S; rtiads ezceK 
lent and tlat ; lands cultivated with corn, pota- 
toes, and pastures, but slovenly farmmg. Chang'* 
ed horses at tfae Bhok Bull, a single house, 
which gave us no very favourable specimen ol 
the Irish. Inns. One of the parlour windows 
still bears the mark of a bullet shot into the 
room during the rebellion. From the Black 
Bnll Inn. to TniK, icius xii. road flat and 
excellent; arable fields; great flocks of tur- 

♦ 

keys and other poultry kept by the peasants. 
Saw ntltten on several houses the words Qoad 

dry Lodgings ; by which,rfry is not meant in con- 
tradistinction to wet or dampj but implies lodg^ 
mgi'.mthout hoards as the. same word is ap- 
plied in a higher sense to a hall zcithout a sup^ 
fcr. Miserable hovela still continue to hur^ 
the feelings of the compassionate traveller- 

• The traveller in Ireland, when he sees the word tonn post^ 
fixed to the name of any place, must not expect to find a towa 
or village in-its Uitnl seme: as that word is Teiy fivqneiitfy at- • 
laclied'to die coatitry leats of mdidduaU. 
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See on the right the ruins of a square fort, wxtb 
dfcular turrets at the angles, caUed ScoEn 
x,ACK's-Towir Castle-^-cross the River Boyvb, 

a silent stream, full of weeds and rushes. Imme- 
diately adjommg the bridge on the right are tht 
ruins of an abbey ; and a short distance to the left 
are those of Newtovk Priory T&im is the 
County town of Meath where the assises are 

lield^ and where large additions are now mak- 
ing to the GaoL Inn Rcilly Arms; goodf* 

From Trim to Mitchelstown, miles xi* 
road good as before; country better, and more 
varied with trees, hedges and corn fiekis. Clif- 
ton LoooE on the left belonging to Lord 
Daenlev, who has considerable property in 
this neighbourhood. Atheot, a tolerable tofwn, 
large inn tu;arly completed, post horses kept. 
See on the right St. Lucy, the seat of Sib Ben- 
JAuiN Chafjian, who keeps in lianda fiirm 
of nearly six dioosand Irish acres; On the left 
Ballinlough, a well wooded seat of Sib 
Hugh 0*Reillt. From hence a road com-, 
pletely shaded with trees, led me to the seat of 
^y iriend Uobeet Steabne Tiohe, £sq. at 

* As tbii neiglilboiirliooci alioiradfl to nneh in milhaTy n well 

#8 monastick remains, I shall defer giving any account of th^, 
BDtil I find leisure to examine them more minutely. 
, . 1 1 am not able as yet to rate the good or bad qualities of an 
Irish inn; so different an nppcai«iice do tbty pKMUt itt cve^ 
respect to those of Engkad. 
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MiTCHEi^STOWN^ pas&ing by tbe grounds of 
Mr. Wood at Rosmead. The general appear* 

ance of this district is much enlivened by nu- 
merous gentlemen's seats, aud the plantations 
attached to theni. ' t 

In the neighbourhood of Mitchelstown; 
there are several objects worthy of notice; 
Castile Town Dcltin the ancient seat ol 

the Karls of Westmeath has a part of its baro-^ 
nial castle standing ; and near it one of those 
laised eartfien works, which tbe Irish writM 
call raths\ and attribute to the Danes. * 
Fo&B and the adjoining Lake called Louca^ 
IsEvi occupied a whole morning. Pass ih€ 
ruined Church of Clonarny on the right, and 
that of AacHfiRSTOWK on the left^ near the 
Mwly made residence of Mr. Batteesbt. See 

m , ^ * 

^ Dehfin, m the barony from ft named, a large oblong square 
Cttstle, high raised, having at each comer a large round tower, 
wiiich equallL'th, if not surmountcth the castle^ a structure 
speaking aucicni luagnlHccnce. It is now wholly waste without 
roofer inhabitant^. It^iveth the title of a Lord Baron tO UiQ 
Eight Hod. Richard Nugent^ Earl ^ fFatfteaik, of an ancient 
' itlustrious family descended from Baron JtmeSf who (without 
tlit tdle of lord) was of the first English conqnerors and seate) 
hcfe* Valkaw€yCi^<ineaHiberHiethFol,lp,G9. 

Ra€Ml in tho Danij^h language signifu s a rouncilr'Si f JVo^S 
Dictionary : and by Lhuyd in his Insh-Engiuik Dictionary is in- 
terpreted a viiiagCy a prince's seat, also an arti^cial mount or 
barrow, ^ 



t2 Foas. 

at a distance on the left the seat of Mr. Smith, 
M..r* for the county ' 

Some interesting reeords have been preaeired 
Tcspecting Fore by Sie Henry Piers, and 
Mr. AacHX>AL£. The former wrote a . descrip- 
tUm of the Connty of Wzstveath, which is 
publi^shed in the first volume of Vallancey's Col* 
Uctunea di rebui Hibernicis, and contaias the 
Ibllowing d^riptioa of Foastir Fours. 
- ** Fou&Ey an ancient corporation, sending 
two members to parliament, is seated, on tber 
north side of the hill, which interposeA be- 
tween it and Lough Lene. Tiiis town is said 
to have been anciently a town cur untversilir <kF 
literature, and its name, signifying in the Irish 
language^ the town o/* books^ and LoufiB 
the lake oj kamingf tqgetiier with an 

island in it bearing the like name, which is said 
to have been the retiring place of the learned, 
who taught here, may seem to give counts* 

nance to this old tradition. But if this town 
were not a mart of karningy surely it was of dt* 
mtim^ there being in it no less than the rains 
of three parish*churches, more by two than the 
greatest and best town of our county bath, 

*Betw«tii Jrdi9n$mon9tA Fore, I oterwdl en left dde 
^ tlie road « fmmbm whidi, on cxwniitttioti, app«ti«di to lis 

upulchral: it was surrounded by a fosse, but not so neatly exe* 
eutcd as tliose on oux Downs^in iViUshirc. 
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Me firmMktT}%ont clmrch or ecll of an Anchor 

ritf5, tlje sole of the reHgious of this kind ia 
IrelMd. This feligiou* person at his. entry 
BMketh tt vow never to -go out of his. doon .all 
his life after, and accordingly here he remains 
peat up all bis days ; every day he saitli mass 
«i his chapel, yrhidk abo is part nay almost 
all his dwelling house, for there is no more 
house, htit a very small castU, wherein a taU 
osn hardly stretch himself at length, if he 
laid down on the floor ; nor is there any pas- 
eage into the castl^ but through the ohapeL 
He hath servants that attend him at his oaU im 
W outhouse, but none lyeth within the church 
hut himself. He is said by the natives^ who 
jiold htm in great veneration for his saactity» 
every day to dig or rather scrape, (for he useth 
no other tools but his nails) a portion of his 
grave ; being esteemed of ao great holiness, IB if 
purity and sanctity were entailed on his cell, he 
is coni^t^tly^visiled by those of* .tb^4tU>iBisb re* 
ligion, who aim 4t heiiig es^med more devout 
than thie ordinary amongst tliem ; . every vi- 
sitant.^t his departure leaveth his o^Sertng, or 
(as they phrase it) devotion on his altar ; but 
he rclieth not on this only for a maintenance,' 
but has those to bring him in .their devotionj 
^whose devotions are not so fervent as to invite 
them to do the office in person ^ these are caJled 
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Iris pitoctors, wlio range all \tht cotatries 1% 

Ireland to beg for him, whom they call The 
Holy Man in the Stone.'' Corn, eggs, geese^ 
tiirkey«» hens; sheep, money, and what not ; 
nothing comes amiss, and no where do they 
ftili altogether, batsofnetbing is bad» insomncll 
iliat if his proctors deal honestly, nay if th^y 
return him but a tenth part of wliat is given 
him,' he may doubtless fare as well as any priest 
af them alL The only recreation this poor 
prisoner is capable of, is to walk on his terras 
built over the cell wherein be lies^ if he may bt 
•aid to walk, who cannot in one line stretch 
ferth his legs four times." An inscription stiH 
existing in a.ruined chapel under the hill beara 
testimony that a hermit resided there so late aa 
the year l6i6. 

J?it igo Pmfrieius Begle, saerm ineoia . 

Hoc lapidum tumulo condor, humorque \^a*$0 . 
'Rupe sub aerid monumento^ et sede eaeratdf 
" Initmeratocdyto, turn eine lobe deme^ • 
Quisquis is est ergo qui ccrnet Busta, 'oiator, • 
. JMcmt^rwm ieelm I spiritus astra petai i * 

4 ■ 

* On one nde of the tDicriptjoD, a crais mnd (no figiifc$.afe 
^lineated, and on the other side that of the Ifennit, to whidi 

the w^rd hmta in the epitaph probably alludes. This chapel 
was the buual place of the Wcstmtath laraii^, to whom there it 
a mottuiacatai tablet beariog 4&te idSO^ 
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^^^Besides the ruins of these parish churches; 
city walls and gateways^ there is the shell of a 
jspflDcioufr mtfnattery ^tiMited in the- vale belaw^ 

and as Sir H. Pieiis observes,-^' buUt m a bog, 
-but Jbuuded on a Jirm spot of ground.'^ 'Mr. 
'AMtsmnAtB in Im'Monagticon^ p. 71 1, says, *^ at 

Fork we ilnd a Priory of Canons Regular, which 
rnsm built by ^t. f £CHIN about the-year 630. 
'He Am of the plague 66r5,<after having 
governed 3000 monks in this abbey." By the 
aimals^af this jnonastery, which the said author 
hm cmttiinied to the year 161 4, we learn that 
in 1209, Walter de Lacie refouuded this ab* 
jbeXf^uiider the invocation of St. Tau^in and 
iSr.. F^CHiN, for monks o£ the order of St. B0> 
JIEPICT, whom he brought for that purpose 
fymi the Abbey of St. Taurin :in EvzSEuac^ 
'KojiiiAifDT,' and made this a/cell ta that ab- 
-bey^ from which period this house has been ge«- 
liCwy called the Fuxom m SoU'FBCHnr aad 
-St. Taubin. I. 

This monastery presents a large pile of sim- 
/pie aa4 iMiornamented^ masonry : the Chapel is 

■still in a tolerable state of preservation, and has 
three narrow pointed windows. The valley in 
which this abbey is placed must in the time 6^ 
its prosperity have been a delif^htful retreat; 

,th^;0^tlip^ is still good) and nothing is. wanting 
but wood tp render, it an -attractive spot in 



nodem days; the upproadb to st ixtm. the 

cast was protected by a strong fort, of which 
tbe earthen miounds mly remain. Heligion fitiU 
BudAttint her riles ei f oai» thoegh tionakea 
by its cloystered inhabitants ; for Jane of the 
churchyards is thickly crowded with lomb* 
stones, though the cburch is to ruins 
• Lough LtNi: lies, at a short distance from 
f o|t£. It is a large piece of waiier, with 'three 
'V^eoded islands ufwn: ii. It prwiuoeft good 

trout and pike ; its banks are flat and culti- 
^Ated. Qa the. north side of the iake» its ivsa- 
•ters 'penetrate ntider the lock, and feappear 
the opposite side of the hill near Fore, where 
•tiiiey turn a milL At no great distance Stem 
4ihis bdce, and .Awards the soodi, is a raised 
earthen work, called vulgarly **Tke Foot of 
Tdbmsuis." This chieftain is mentioned by 
4nany InsOarinnsnBdtf eompsbior of a i/^ri^e dis- 
trict, and by GxmAXDcrs de Barri as of the 'mh^h 
of Ia£i.AKP« He says in his TQfogrmphM ilS* 

* I have already had occasion during my short progress^ to 
remark several of these ruined chnvcieft vith crowded oeiM> 
teries ; and I am iolbnncd that tlie gnat fireqa^acf of (bcm 
4hrous|ii /rrisad^ proceeds from tbis cMisol Nation -of pariihesat 
a period when the Catholic preponderated over the Protestant 
tdigkm. Jc seems fbat tfa^hittariiow begins to gain ground^ 
•i applics^mn hsa been minlelbr the restofstion of many of these 
dilapidated churdies, and some have already bcea rebuilt* 
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iermm **t» k^^mt ^oeri FetmkSi Mtgit (Md- 

iime*) tempore, Norwagiemes in magnd clas^e 
Bibmiiea Jktordf mmm mctims^nimmo trigC' 
simo vetwoj appukrunty 4(fc Hmm duo: Tur^ 
gesius vocatui; nmltis variUquc confiictibus et 
ieUU mirooiims totm sibi imulam in brm tub- 
jugavity et peragratis totius regnifinibiis totam 
undique Wramjocts idoneis incasUiiavit. Unde 
et fnmUa injuutu^ jUtm mimist ff^tundajfmofmt 
ec pleraque tj^ipUcia. Castella etiam 7nurata, et 
adhuc iutegra,vacua taiuen et deserta^cA'reliquiu 
iUUt jet Mmtifuktais veatigm Me >u$qmt m to- 
dicrnum inulta reperit^s. Hibernicus criim popu- 
im cfUtdla non curat. SUvU namque pro coi^ 
tris; paimdibus utiturpra fossatie: litrgeHm 
itaqiic r eg nam Hiberniciim aliquandiu pacifict 
t^eatit, dmec pudLarum doio deJMsms-mteriit 'i^'* 
' But tbe .UtttonMi ImjiiTD placat the i&v«^ 
sion of Ireland by Turgesius in the year 
615, md not according to CaaAUWft in 
By tbe aitsiitBiice oi the Danes of Xreluul wfaa 
flocked to bis standard, he conquered the na- 
tivesy and was prodauned JiioMrdi of the Knp- 
doBd. Alt the Iriab spirit at ingth revivicd ; 

* Fddliiney or Peid]iiiiidiiu» was King of the province of 
Mmtfter, not of all Ireland. 

t This extract from Giraldus is very important, as it not 
only gives an account of the Norwegian a\ luv^c name this fort 
•uil bears; but thraws some light on '^e earthen works with 
hrekmd abomds ; butperliaps lie ma^ crr ia attiibtttiDg 
10 matij €< Umm woiks to Titrgieim. 
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«iid MeiACHLiif Prince of Meath, in a time 
t£ apparent peace, seized the usurper. 
' The ctrcumstAiiceB amending this adventure . 
have been mentioned by all the Irish writers, 
and are thus related by Gibaldus. ** The Nor*, 
vegian chieftain had conceived a violent pas** 
sion for the daughter of the Kino of Meath, 
who knowing the ferocious disposition of the 
4yrant, did not dare to irritate him by a denial;. 
'He therefore apparently acceded to his pro-, 
posal, and promised to send bis daughter at* 
tended by fifteen young damsels to a certain, 
island in the province of Meath *, at an ap- 
pointed time. In the mean time M£LACHLXir 
eelects fifteeii of the most resolute and heau*i 

tiful youths, without beards, orders them to be 
habited liiLe young womea» and to carry each 
4)f them a sword, eoncealed under their gar* 
ments. Thus accoutred, they proceed to the 
place of meeting, where they find the amorous 
chieftain and his youthful comrades, eager to 
receive the Princess and her supposed females: 
jiut UQ sooner had Turgssius tranq^ressed the 
])Ottnds of decorum,, than the young men drew 
forth their secret weapons, an(J throwing pff 
the disguise they had assumed, put the Norwe*^ 

. * There is a lake in the western district of the County of 
.Westnieaih named hock hon, which may probably have bcei 
the scene of this action, but (laviflg never s«ea it,,i cannot say 
if it has any island on it. , . ; ^. 
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gian and his companions to death: thus saving 
tlie honour of the royal father and of his daugh- 
ter, and delivering their country from the hands 
of a most oppressive tyrant*." * • 

** Cmn igitur ed tempestate Jiliam Regis Medensis Turges^its ad- 
auiasset ; Rex ille virus ^izi pccture I'ersasUf Jiliam suujn ipn cui' 
cedais, ad mndam qitmdam Media:, in stagno scHicet Lochyrcno, 
Ukm enm fiunitcmpiuSU tgrtg&i ei missuntm «e tpepotuHt, Qui- 
tutti Twf^gedmgmnm cm ioMm mkUioriiut gotHtmue^UahOo 
dk cf iom ofoM wmii ttwoemi,' tt woman i»wtM purndf 
cm udoktcmia imberieB ontmoio*, ei ad koe Hedoi kMu 
pudtan dohm palltentei, adieIBi qtm occuUh seam attulerant, 
Mtatim inter ampUxus Turgesius cum 6Uiji vccuhuit." 

Giraldus Topog» Hib,p» 74$* 
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FROM MITCHELSTOWN TO TULLA- 
MORE, NENAGH, KILLALOE, LIME- 
RICK, ADAIR, TARBERT, TRALEE, 
ARDFERT AND kiLLARNEY. 



Friday 4th July. — From Mitchelstown ' 
to MuXitiNOAR 3CIX MILES : road good| coun- 
try stoney and flat, lands chiefly pasture. See 
Martinstown Castle in a field to the left; 
and the ruins of another fort on the right, with 
a small lake. See on the left: Retnella, the 
seat of Mr. Re yn ell, and afterwards on the 
right Killykan, another seat of the same fa- 
mily. Observe a tumulus on the left. Cookes- 
BOROUGH the seat of Mr. Cooke; a line of 
most miserable hovels, with smoke issuingfroma 
hole in the thatched roof : two lakes on the 
right. This tract of country bears but a ragged 
appearance, from the general want of trees, 
hedge-rows, and the slovenly state of its culti- 
vation. A large fair now holding at Mullin- 
GAB, which a traveller would wish to avoid as 
much in Ireland as in Wails. The post- 
horses met us at the entrance to the town^ 



Digitized by Google 



SI 



where the hostler harnessed the riding horse on 
the . off-^ide^ and did not perceive his mistake 
till asked by us If lliat iras die cittdom- cf 
his country ?" 

From MvuiNOAR. tx> Kjubogan xi> 
UVLW. Road good, and mostly flat Seecrowds 
,of femalesy and many of them otherwise well 
dfwtt flocking barefooted ( more CamMc0 ) to 
tbe fiur: and near the tsrwn a large group 
performing ablutions in 2^ poxid, preparatory 
to putting OA their stnckings* A circular 
earthenipork adjoining the road on dte right; 
also a large lake called Lough £nn£l in the 
same directioOk Many gentlemen's seats^* de^ 
corate its eastern banks, which are well wooded, 
and more abrupt than those ou the opposite 

* Mr. lUt$ifort\ Loti BtMeri*t 4<* Inspe^li'a ^ ^ l*t« 
ter, Mr. Young in his admirable Tour through Irthundf says, 
** The house is perched on the crown oi' a beauiiiul hitle hill, 
half surrounded with others, variegated and melting into one 
another. It is a most singular place ; spreads to the eye a beau- 
ti^l lawn of undulatiog gprowidy margined with wood ; single 
tvenm mtKif«l is tone plM!^ sn<i cluaipt io otbeit s M19 
«fect so pleasing tbst were tiigre nothing forthcr, Ihe place 
would be beaattful ; bot the rest of the canvas is admirably 
fiUod. Limgh Efmelf many miles in length, and two or three' 
broad, flows beneath the windows. It is spotted with islets; a 
promontory of rock, fringed wuh trees, starts intuit, and the 
whole is bpupd^d, by distant bills.. Grea^r and mpcre. magni* 
ficeat scenes sfe.ofiten met with, but no where a mre beautifui 
or e more singular one." . 
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«de# ' A'dnirch in rains on the right, c6meCef]F 
crowded >vith monumental memorials ; another 
in the same line and in the. same state ; a lodiae 
placed on the opposite side of the road ta tba 
entrance gate; a pecuiiantj, I am told, very 
common mIa££.AND: ornament and cultiva* 
tion cease ; a mere spirt : dreary country returns, 
lands rather more cultivated withcoru; a large 
bog; cross the River BausNA* flowing out of 
ILouGH Eni^el ; sevend mills in a vale 'lm die - 
left; and a ruined castle on the right. 
' KiLBEGOAN is a small town situated 
River Brusna. Post horses kept, but none at 
home. Landlord's name is Cuffe, who was 
l^nighted in a frolic by Lord Townshenb .dur*^ 
ing his Lieutenancy ; and bis wife still prides 
herself in her titled honours. The inn though 
kept by a Knight and his Lady» bears but a 
melancholy appearance. Continued our Jour* 
ney with the same post horses ; a raised cause^ 
way over a bog, with deep ditches on each 
side; a narrow ridge of hill; corn fields in- 
crease; see distant hills on the right: another 
bottom and ascent ; road becomes worse and 

* — - * 

wants mending. Leave the County of West* 
lki£ATH9 and enter the. King's Countt. The 
face of the country improves an i4>proachilig 
TvtLAMon£,whereI found agood'Ihn and ac-^ 
commodations at Doherty's^ (the Coable* 
vitLE Arms) near the bridge. ^ ' 



Digitized by Goog^ 



4 



TULLAttOKE. 35 

This town was burnt down a few years ago, 
bat is reviving very rapidly^ and be&rs a busy 

and flourishing aspect: it is intersected by a 
canal leading from Dublin to the Port on the 
'Shankov, on which a covered boat, like the 
cache d'cau in Holland and Flanders, is litted 
up for the convenience of travellers. At a 
short distaace from the town, and on the banks 
of this canal is a small square fort in good pre- 
servation. 

Satuedat 5 JutY. From Tullamore, 

through Frankford, to Birr xrx miles. 
Two miles from Tullamoke is the seat of 
Lord CHARLEyiLLE adjoining the turnpike 
road, where a handsome castellated mansion is 
sow erecting under the superintendence of 
JoHNSOK the architect The plan of this build- 
ing aims at accommodating the most promi- 
nent features of a baronial castle to the con- 
veniences of a modem habitation : the most 
objectionable part is the large tower which ap- 
pears to issue from the centre of the building; * 
and which at an immense height is perforated by 
four large arches; and thus its massive solidity 
and grandeur are completely destroyed. The 
whole is built with fine grey stone, and seems 
very well executed. The adjoining park is well 
wooded, but flat. Returning to my carriage, I 
continued my route ; open corn fields ; country 
ragged and stony. See a gentleman's seat on 



Digitized by Google 



the left ; a roofiess chapel on the right'; a long 
tract of dreary country ; road rough in parts ; 
a large extent of bog on the right. (i)ountry 
improves on approaching to Fhakkt'OEd; a 

small town with an inn, and a scanty supply of 
post h^ses. Here I baited mine. There is no- 
thing at this place worthy of the stranger's at- 
tention. The cultivation is good oear the town, 
but it soon ceases. Turf cars busily eoiplayed 
in bringing home food for the winter's fires. A 
bog on each side of the road; a gentleniaifs 
seat, and better cultivation occasionaiiy en- 
liven the face of the country ; a nursery garden 
of firs and forest trees on the right : Would 
that they were more numerous, and that they 
itnind customers \ Ireland would than regain 
the sylvan iiunours it has lost for so many cen- 
turies, and uo longer present so biack and bar- 
ren an aspect 

Ijiiui, formerly called Parsonstown, is si- 
tuated on the Kiver Birr. It is a large, new 
well built town with straight streets ; the pritt<* 
cipal of which is terminated by Duke s Square, 
so called from a statue of the Duke of Cuu* 
BERLAKDy by Cheere, crcctcd on a handsome, 
and lofty column. It, is placed disadvantage- 

* The numorous and large pieces of timber found in the bogs 
throughout Ireland, prove how well wooded the couDtry must 
hftw bcGD in ancient timet. 
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ously withifl a circular inclosure, and moated 
by a stream of water. At the other end of the 
town is a castellated mansion of the Parsons 
family, built (as I was informed) after the de- 
signs of JOHKSON the architect At Birr, 
is a good inn, (King s Arms, DqolY) where 
1 snacked *. 

Leaving Birr, I shortly entered the county 
rfTipPERAKY, passing through a village with 
mills, and a small castle ; another ruined fort 
on the left ; corn lands i a castle in ruins on 
the riglit ; a line of road as straight as if it had 
been planned by a Roman enguneer ; an exten- 
sive plain, with distant hills; bog; a slight 
ascent ; a large bog on the right; a church re- 
built, with the ruins of the more ancient one, 
annexed Com, pastures, and bog; road rouo;h 
in parts; a gtntleman's seat on the right; more 
wood ; another seat on the right ; the country 
improves; plain bounded by some high hills. 

Nenagh is a large town, regularly built; has 
the remains of a castle, with a round tower 
of strong masonry, I found good accommo- 
dations at the New Inx, (Fitz-Patrick.) 
Cattrell's New Inn has the advantage as to 
exterior appearance: but some friends of mine, 
who followed me, complamed bitterly of it« 
interior. 

^Sxaek h in Inlmd synommoiw, with limch m England. 
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S u \ D A V 6 .1 1: L Y . FiT/in N en a g i i t o K i 
tALOE XII miles; roacl goody but hilly. See 
on the left a raised earthern work. A gentle^ 
man's sent, \\ ith a fine vvood on the right. The 
same kind o[ country continues ; pastures, coro, 
potatoes, and bog. Leaving the direct road to 
Limerick, I turned off to the right about 
three miles from Killaloe, when the country 
becomes more hilly, with some steep ascents 
and descents: here I used the drag chain for 
the first time ; as the horses had no breeching. 
See the River Shannon winding through a vale 
on the left, with a canal on its side. 

Enter Killaloe over a long bridge of 18 
arches* across the Shannon, which here rolls ra- 
])idly over an irregular bed of rock. The ascent 
into the town is rather steep. The Cathedral 
church which is situated at the bottom of the hill 
near the river, deserves the traveller's attention. 
It has lately been fitted up in a modern $tyle,and 
its antiquities may be confined to its soutliern 
portal, and its font. The former presents a 
most curious and well sculptured specimen of 
rich Saxon architecture, of a grotesque and ir- 
regular design. This, though evidently a </oi7r- 
waif, has been vulgarly styled a monument^ 

• The number of arches was formerly more considerable. 
Some of them have been destroyed by the c«aal that has bceu 
cut upon the hanks <if the hver« 
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and attributed to one of the Kings of Mun- 
STEA. The font (qow overturned) is decorated 
with arabesque ornamentft in relieoo. On the 
north side of the cathedral is a small oratory or 
chapel of a date far prior to the cathedral ; and 
probably the original sanctuary of the holy 
man who founded the abbey*. Its roof is 
very deep, and made entirely of stone ; it has 
a belfry, and two doorways to the east and 
west. The scenery about Killaloe is rather 
picturesquei and derives much of its beauty 
from the rapid and meandering course of the 
Shannon, which atiords excellent sport to the 
salmon fisherman. To the nordi west of Kil^- 
rALO£ the river forms a spacious lake called 
Lough Derg, in which are several islands: on 
one of which, called IkiskeXtair, are the ruins 
of seven small churchy and a fine round 
tower. The shores also of this lake aiford some 
fine views, particularly near Derrt, the seat 
of Mr* Head : but unfortunately, the town of 

* Killaloe, the scat of a bishop, and situated on the western 
banks of the River Shannoriy near the noted cataract. Saint 
AfWiMijoMatry the grandaon of Eocha BaUldearg^ King of Norik 
JfwMf^, founded an abbey here about the beginning of the «ixth 
eentuiy. . He was succeeded by hie disciple Saint Flmman^ who 
•)M>ttt the year 639} was consecrated bishop of the place : from 
this time we hear no more of it as an abbey. Killaloe was an* 
cientjy the resort of many piigriisSf Atxkdak, p. 62. 
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KiLLALOE is 80 badly provided witli the ne- 
cessary accommodations for a traveller, that 
the adjacent beauties must frequently be over- 
looked. 

From KiLLALOE to Limerick xiii miles. 
Road good, but htUy« Cross the Shannon at 
O'Brien's bridge ; fuuiieen arches ; banks of 
the river flat ; a village with one wide street, 
much resorted to for its medicinal spring. Geo* 
tlemcVs seats, and habitations begin to thicken, 
and asi>ume a whiter and neater ^appearance ; 
but the bog reappears. Pass close to Mount 
Shannon, the seat of the late Lord Chancellor 
FiTZGXBBON, created Lord Clare. See two 
ruined castles in the vale on the right*. I 
found excellent accommodations at Savin? 
burn's Limerick UoxELy in Brunswick 
Street. ^ 

Monday 7 J u ly. ^^e accounts I had heard of 
Ki LM ALLOCK, iuduced me to make an excursion 
thither. It is situated sixteen miles from Like- 
rick, on the great road to Cork. See on the left 
a small castle; atSix-mile Bridge, a gentleman's 
seat On the left also is a pretty lake with 
steep and irregulai banks. Enter the village of 

* From mn ignomace of tlie country, I did not take tlie plea* 
itnlmt road from KUIahe to Limenek : I ought to have made m 

trifling rfetonr by Castleconncl, where I am told, the scenery is 
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Brvtt through a most miserable street of 
thatched hovels ; an indiifefeiit inn^ with post 
horses. Sec a ruined castle and church on the 
left. The same kind of uninteresting country 
still continues ; the soil evidently richer, but 
the inhabitants more wretched in appearance 
than any I have yet flten ; such habitations, 
teeming with a numerous population of chil** 
dren, pigs, and poultry, present a truly deplo- 
rable and affecting sight to every man of feel* 
ing and humanity. 

The first view of this place is singularly 
striking : it has the appearance of a town sud- 
denly deserted and left in ruins. I entered it 
by the side of a lofty turrctted gateway, lead- 
ing into the principal street, which is formed on 
each side by a line of houses excellently well 
built of stone ; a certain jyiiformity prevails in 
the style of architecture, «nd in a great mea- 
sure ascertains their date Many of these 
houses have been perfectly gutted, and liave 
only the outward shell of wall remaining. This 
town was fortified with a strong wall, and (as 
I was informed) bad five gates, of which two 
only now remain : the one on the road to Limst 
BiCK, which I have before mentioned ; called 

■ 

•They certainly cannrtt boast an earlier date than the reign of 
King Ilenrjf VIII: but 1 lather thiok them of the time QiQuew 
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St. Johw*s Gate; the other leading towards 
Char LEV iLLE. The parish church appears to 
have stood within the precinct of the walls. 
The greater part of the ancient edifice is in 
ruins, the choir only being at present appropri- 
ated to the offices of religion. The architecture 
is of the Pointed Order ; and both materials 
and workmanship are c^ood. In the south tran- 
sept is a monument of the Coppingee family, 
on which a male and female figure are rudely 
sculptured. The front of this church is ren- 
dered picturesque by a round tower annexed 
to it, and which evidently appears to be of a much 
more ancient date than the adjoining building. 
Archdale says that an abbey was founded 
hereby St. Mocheallog, who died between the 
years 639 and 666, and that this is now the 
parish church." I am inclined therefore to 
think that in ancien?*times, prior to the foun- 
dation of this abbey, there was an oratory or 
chapel dedicated to the Saint, to which this 
round tower appertained. On the N.E. side of 
the town, and separated from it by the River 
Maig, are the remaios of a large abbey. The 
architecture of this building is pointed, and 
Surpasses in decoration and good sculpture any 
I have yet seen in Irelanb, but does not ap- 
pear to be older than the reign of King Ep- 
WARD the Third. The east window is in a 
chaste and elegant style, and there are many 
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parts of th^ building that merit notice, and 
fiiniish good subjects for the pencil in a variety 
of points of view ; a great part of the cloysters 
still remain. Facing the east window is an 
altar tomb to the memory of the Geraldine% 
bearing this inscription, which appears never 
to have been completed. 

I. H. S. HIC TVMVLVS ERECTVS FVIT IN MKMO- 
RIAM ILLIVS STEMMATIS GERALDINORVM QVl 
WLGO VOCANTVR EQVITES ALBI. lOHANNFS 
CVM FIUO SVO EOMVNDO £T MAVRICIO FiUO 
PRSFATI EDMVNDl £T MVLTI ALII EIVSDEM 
FAMILIiC HIC TVMVLANTVIL PREFATVS 

' Abchdale, in speaking of this abbeyi says 
that the friars of the order of St. Domintck 

seated themselves here A.D. 12^1; and the 
liadition of the place informs us, that the 
founder of this priory was Gilbert, the second 
son of John of Callen^ Lord Offalet* 

The historian and antiquary have cause to re* 
gret, that so little certain information can be 
gained respectmg the foundation of this ancient 
town. It appears to have been a place of great 
strength, and to have made a conspicuous fi- 
gure in the military history ot Ireland. In 
1571 it was burnt by the £arlof Desmond : and 
in \59'o was invested by a nephew of the said 
Early hut relieved by the £arl of OajtfONO* 
During the troubles of 1642 it was seized 
by the In^h, headed by Lord Mou^'XG4.a** 
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RETT : and in May 1643 it was besieged by 
Lord Inchiquin with an army of 700 men. 
It was afterwards burned and cBsmaiitled 
by Cromwell's army. King Edward the 
Sixth granted a charter to Kilhalloci^, 
and Queen Elizabeth another^ bearing date 
April 24, 1584. This charter grants several 
tolls and customs ; empowers the burgesses to 
elect a Sovereign ; to hold courts of record ; to 
issue actions tor debt not exceeding twenty 
pounds ; to levy money for keeping the forti& 
cations in repair ; to grant licences for making 
spirituous liquors : it orders, that no burgess 

shall be impanelled at theassises^ except where 
the crown is a party: the Sovereign and bur- 
gesses are not to be obliged to take up armsi 
and on account of their good services in resist? 
ing that arch-traitor GareettFitz Garrett, 
Earl of Desmond^ they shall enjoy all the U* 
berties and free customs, murage, pontage, 
lastage^ in as ample a manner as Kilkenny 
or Clonmell* It abo grants afair to continue 
for five days ; to commence on the ISaturday be^ 
fore Whitsuntide; and the burgesses are to b<* 
free from all taxes except those assessed by 
parliament 

From the Life of Sir John Perrot (published 
in 17£8) I learn the following particulars re- 
lating to this place. The Earl of Desmond had 
by his wars and rebelUon desolated the province 
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ofMuNSTER, and tbe chief actor in tfiese cruel 

desolations was his Seneschal or Lieutenant 
James Fitz-Maurice ; against whoin^ and the 
the rest of his accomplices, Sir Johu Psrroi' 
was sent into Ireland, and appotnted Lord 
President of Munster ; and he landed at Wa^ 
TERFORD the first of Marchy 157S» being St. 
David's Day. And within three days of his 
landing, the Rebel Titz-Maurice burned the 
town of KiLUALLOCK, hanged its Sovereign, 
and others of the townsmen (as many as he 
could take) at the High Cross in the market- 
place, and carried all the plate and wealth of the 
town with him. Upon which Sii John r^naoT, 
having hastened to Dublin to take his oath of 
the Lord Deputy Sir Henry Sidney, returned 
with all possible dispatch, and as many forces as 
be could collect, to Kilh aljlock, the late 
wasted town, where he lodged himself in^a 
house half burned, and issued a proclamation 
that as many of the townsmen as fled, and 
were living after the said slaughter, should re- 
turn home ; which they did accordingly, and 
began to build their gates, to repair the town 
walls, and. to reedify their houses* Fitz-Mau- 
rice stlH continued to be very troublesome ; 
-and the President no less eager in endeavouring 
to subdue or take him* His Biographer recounts 
]nanj( curious anecdotes of him , of the fatigues 
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be underMrent in pursuit of the rebeU of the 

challenges he received from Fitz-Mauricp 
either to light liim witli a select detachment of 
his soidierst or in single combat (both of which 
vere gallantly accepted by the President, and 
as cowardly refused by the rebel, when the cj'i- 
arrived.) Upon which Sir John Perrot, (to 
iise his own words) vowed, without delay, ** to 
hunt the J ox out of his hole, " and at length suc- 
ceeded. This haughty rebel was forced to sue 
for pardon, offering to submit himself to th» 
Queen's mercy, winch the Lord President did 
consent unto; and James Fitz-Maurice came 
to KiLMALLOCK, whcTC ih the church, the 
LfOrd President caused him to lie prostrate, tak-. 
ing the point of his sword next his heart, in 
token that he had received his life at the 
Queen's bands, by submitting himself unto her 
mercy. 

Archbale, in speaking of this place, says 
" KiLMALLOCK was formerly a town of great 
note, being walled, and the houses beautifully 
and elegantly built of hewn stone ; it is now in 
ruins, yet has a greater share of magnihcence, 
even in that miserable state, than any town in 
Irelakd ; and a learned and ingenious writet 
has named it '*7%e Balbec of Ireland.'^ It 
still retains the privilege of a borough, sending 
two members to parliament ; and the corpora* 
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tion, in a petition to the House of Commons 
in the session of 1783, style themselves *^the 
ancient and loyal borough of Kilmallock." 

Suchare the tew and scattered memorials which 
I can collect from books respecting this once 
famous town : nor have I been able to add 
to this scanty stock of historical information 
by my inquiries amongst the most intelligent 
people of the country. Previous to the year 15/1, 
when it was burned by the Eari of Desmond, 
it appears to have been a place of consequence, 
and to have liad two fine abbics, the one within, 
and the other without its walls. After this con- 
flagration, I should date the building of the netsa 
town, when it received its valuable charter and 
privileges from Queen £lizab£th. Sir John 
Pebbot was at that time Lord President of 
Munster; and the style of architecture corre- 
sponds particularly with that asra. KilmaL" 
LOCK is an object highly worthy of the attention 
both of the artist and the antiquary, and as the 
former will find more than a day's work forshis 
pencil, he must take up his abode either at 
BituFF or at Charleville, for the best ac- 
.pommodations at Kilmallock are very indiffe- 
rent. 

On my return to Limerick from Kilmal- 
sx)CK, I eticountered a funeral most numerously 
.attended by people on horseback and foot. The 
funeral car differed widely from those made use 
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of in England ; being a low carriage on four 
wheels, at each corner of which was a pillar 
supporting a canopy, decorated with a lofty 
plume of feathers in the centre, and a smaller 
one at each angle : beneath was placed the 
coffin, and at each corner sat a female figure. 
The whole had an awful and picturesque effect. 

Tuesday 8 July. This day was employed 
in visiting the few objects worthy of notice, 
which the iiueiior of the citv of Limerick 
contains: the Cathedral church was the first 
building that attracted our attention ; but its 
architectural and monumeutai antiquities 
present no very striking features* The only 
piece of good old sculpture is the fragment 
of a monument in the south aisle to the me- 
mory of the Galway family. On the north 
side of the altar is a monument of Donogh 
O'BaiEN, Earl of Thomond, and President of 
MuKSTER, reedifyed in 1678, by Henry the 
second Earl of Thomond; the original tomb 
having been defaced in the rebellion*. I ob* 

* Donoghy the fourth carl of TAomond, was commonly called 
^ The Great Earl^ being of distinguished courage, loyalty and 
worth, and highly esteemed by Queen EHzabetk and King Jamet^ 
in whose court, he was brougjbt up from his youth, and was re- 
warded with honourable employments, and large additions to 
his estates. He died in l6'24, and was buried in the cathedral 
church of LimcncL, where a 5.j)lcndid monument, and a lono^ in- 
scription in Latin commemorated his character. See Lod^e't. 
Peerage, Vol. 2, pa^e 35« 
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served also the following whimsical ioscriptiaa' 
on a tabkt ia the church. 

' ' *' MEMENTO MORY. 

Hare lyeth Utteh Samuel Barinton that great undertaker^ 

Of famiotu citti clock and chime maker. 

He made his one time goe earli/ and latter, 

But now he is returned to God his creator ; 

The 19 ^ tiffocmher the» he icett, and fir kU memory 

tki$ here is pleatt bif his son Ben 169$," 

I ascended to the summit of the church 
tower, irom which there is a comprehensive 

view of the adjacent country, and the River 
ShankoNi which makes a nobte bend near the 
town. 

From the cathedral, I waded tlirough the old 
town and the dirtiest streets I ever beheld to tlie 
Castle and Thomond's Bridge. Of the for* 
mer, which is (as well as the latter) said to have 
been built by King Johk about the year I^IO, 
there are considerable remains on the banks of 
the river, but so blended with modern houses 
that they produce no good effect or subject for 
the pencil. 

, In point of antiquity, these are the only ob* 
jects worth notice. Limebick contained for- 
merly many monastic buildings, the greatest 
part of which Ijave been supplanted by modern 

and more useful establishments. The traveller 
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who jonraeyB through tbe country with a view 

of remarking its progressive state of trade and 
improvement, wiU feel highly gratified in view-* 
ing the new town, and the numerous milttaiy 
and corinnerciai buildiugs which have b^eji, and 
are stiLl, erecting. 

In the evening I walked to the Salmon Weir, 
distant about two miles from the city ; where 
by means of a long line of wicker work extend* 
ed across the river, with hatches, &c. the sal- 
mon are entrapped^ and find their retreat to the 
salt water intercepted. 

Wednesday 9 July* From Limerick to 
Adaia, VIII MijL£s; road flat and good; cultir 
▼ation better, fine crops.of wheat, and less bo^. 
Increase of trees, and amended appearance of 
cottages, bespeak an approach to some demesne, 
whose proprietor has not been insensible to the 
comforts of bis poorer tenants. 

On crossing a long and irregular bridge over 
the river Maig, I found myself surrounded by 
sevtial venerable monastic remains; for from 
this foiut of view four appear in sight; two of 
thein are situated within^ and two without the 

* As at this place I deviated from the great road, and was 
infornkcd that a supply of post horses was veiy unoertoiD; 
I made an agreement at Umerick for the whole journey to Kil* 
iomeyt as on aU crow roads the postmasters are accustomed to 
charge by the job, <»tadMHtm; (proui cmq^c vohtitVf) sad 
•otl^tbemihe.. 
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watUiifLdrd Ad Allies ptrk. The first Iiritiidly 

k situated near thej^ridge, and on. the right- 
fauid aide the t«iad. This is a mvl m<- 
terestiug mw, and its preservatioa is ao great, 
ovtmg to the hard nature of the Umestoitt wi^ 
whidh it is built, that it bears quite a modena 
appearance. Its nave and choir are dectratadi 
with many sepulchral niches, and confessional 
atalls : and m the Dortbera side of ttie building 
are the cloy sters, of good pointed architecture^ 
and in a very high state of preservation. Mmy 
of .tbejexterior deoorattons of the .windows are 
lost by a superabundant luxuriance of ivy. 

And here, in deiiance of vulgar prejudices, 
let jooe make twiro observations suggested by 
frequent examples that have occurred during 
mj various perambulations of Wales, &.c. So 
great a veneration has been generally attached 
to ivf/y that by even hinting at a reniovai of it, 
I £ear I shall be by many persons accused of sa- 
ecilege. it is not my intention however to re* 
commend the total removal of a decoration 
so truiy appropriated to tbe mouldering abbey, 
or embattled castle: I recommend only tbe 
Judicious application of the pruning kuife to 
those particular parts, where the luxuriance of 
the plant conceals from the eye tbe most orna- 
mental parts of tiie building, such as its win- 
dows, &c. &c. In the abbey just mentioned, 
tbe eastern window ia so completely hidden, 



that tlie style of its design 'can only be gnesseil 

at, aiul ihc wholf tVont presents a most iin- 
picturesque mass ot the heaviest foliage. How 
highly woald it be- improved by admitting the 
hiAit tiacerv work of the window as a connter** 
poise to tlie dingy tint$ of the preponderating 
foliage. ■ 

My next observation is icspectinuf the ififc^' 
rior of the building ^ in the keeping of which 
I .dare venture to recommend ncatnesi and at«( 
teiitioii. SoiiR' jxcrsfjns I know, will immedi-^ 
ateiy exclaim, t\\&t a, chaos of confused stone» 
intermixed witli briars and weeds^ is mueb 
morccharactcristick of anabbev,and much move 
picturesque as to effect ; and that any degree 
of order, is highly out of order*'* L6t those 
who liave *ec7? the^ effect of neatness^ nud felt 
what I did bn the sudden opening of the doors 
of TiNTERN Abbey in Mokmouthshihb, de* 
teimiue this o;\/er/y dispute. And let those also 
who have viewed the majestic entrance to Raq^ 
LA2«D Castle in the same county judge, wbe*^ 
ther the total concealment bjj ivif of one of the 
grand nuichi( oiated towers^ is not much to be 
regretted r ' 1 need not apply to the ai tist, who 
by profession and experience is taught to view, 
objects in their, most advantageous point of 
vieur, nor to the man of taste, whose enligfan 
tened eye and good judgment naturally point 
out to him the beautiqsas well as tlie defects of 
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nature, for4lieir decision on this subject : for 

on impartial reflection, I am convinced their 
sentiments will be in unison with my own. 

From this rum, I entered the demesne of 
Lord Ada i r, and having crossed the river, vi- 
sited another abbey, whose lofty turret* renders 
it a conspicuous object. It resembles in a 
great measure the last, hut is inferior as to its 
«rchitectural decorations ; it has several vacant 
sepulchral niches, and the stalls, which I have 
before styled confessionals, have oblong holes 
cut in them for the purpose of confession. 11^ 
cloysters also are in a good state of preserva- 
tion. I had not time to visit the ruins within 
the demesne adjoining the bridge. The grounds 
at Adair are flat, but well wooded and water- 
ed, and, like the generality of parks in Ire- 
land, not kept with that neatness so peculiar 
to the seats of British subjects in England. 
Lord Adair is a great proprietor of ruins; 
having two inclosed within his park wall, and 
one on ' the immediate borders of it. What 
a beautiful and fruly enviahle appendage 
would they form, if judiciously curtailed of the 
over-luxuriant ivy that conceals their fine ar- 
chitectural decorations ; if cleansed from the 
trees, weeds and briars that grow up within 
their naves, choirs, and cloysters; and how 
forcibly would the mind of the traveller he re- 
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called to the history of past ttmei^ if tte va» 
cant sepulchral niches were filled with the re* 

cunibeut effigies of monks, abbots md cross- 
l^tM l^nightSj habited in the proper ^eaHume 
ef the tifnes*. Within the village is anedier 
ruin, which I imagine to have been the Castle 
of the Earl of Desmond. 

I cannot exactly distinguish these hnildtngs 
as mentioned by AacnDA le. He says that a Tri- 
nitarian Friary was founded on the south side 
of the town, for the redemption of christian cap- 
tives, in the re\^n of King Edw ard the First, by 
john £arl of KildareI. This I imagine to 
be the fouUding I have described within the 
park. 

The same author adds, that an Augusttnian 
friary was founded on tlie south side of the 

* ShouTd this idea meet the eye, and command the sen* 

ous attention of this noble lord, or indeed of any other pToprie- 
lc)r of monastic repiains so situated, let me recommend to their 
notice the onfp artist, lin from his accurate knowledge of each 
varied aera of British architecture could give appropriate de- 
signs for such sepulchral effigies — Mr. John Carttr^ so well 
known amongst antiquaries^ not only for his ingenious works, 
but for his seal, industry and knowledge m the science of our tan* 
tional architecture. 
i Mr. Lodge^ in his genealogical account of the Eark niKUimft 
says, that John^ Jirst Earl of Kildare^ died in 13l6, having, 
amongst otlior actb of religion, founded two friaries &i Adair: 
and these were probably the Triniianan^ and Augtittmim (riaiiti^ 
here neotioned. 



AJ>AtM. St 

mer by John Earl cif Kxu^are, som to Earl 
Thomas, who dMl in tlw year ) 51 5 : at the snp^ 

pressionof moQa&tenes,it was called the Blaol 
Ananr* This is ccrtainl)^ the fine ahbey with" 
pmt ibt park-^ wUch I first described* 

If I am light in my conjectures about thesd 
two bntldhigSy the remaining building close to 
the bridge and within the park, must be the 
Grey Friary, which Archdale says was found- 
ed in the east part of the town, A.D. 1465, by 
Thomas Earl of Kildare, and Joan his Wife, 
daughter of James Earl of Desmond^. 

From AnAXB it was my intention to have vi- 
sited the mins at Askeaton, which wouM 
have made but a slight deviation from my in- 
tended road to Tarbebt, but the information I 
collected at Adaib respecting the state of the 
road, &c. was so very contradictory (three peo- 
ple at the public house giving me three differ- 
ent statements) that I was obliged to abandon 
my original plan, and pursue the direct road 
to Tabb£et« That the traveller who takes this 
route, may in future profit from my failure, let 
me recommend his giving up a wiiole day to 
Adaib, which even if he does not amuse him- 
self with the pencil, would be profitably spent 

* Mr. Lodge, to bis Pecnige, vol. i. p. 84, records the Ibuiida^ 
tioa and endowment of this Franciscan Fitaiy by Tkoam^ ike 
imftf A Earl of Kiiian. 
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on that pleasant spot: let him return to Lim£« 
'BiCK for the night, and take Askeaton in his 

way the next morning to Tahbert. 

Leaving Adair, see a ruined tower on the 
left ; a church in ruins on the same side, and 
another castle oi larger dimensions : a second 
church in ruins on the right, and a castle on 
the left. The country becomes worse, and more 
stony, yet produces some good wheat. The 
seat of Mr. Batbv an on the right, opposite 
to the small village of Newbridge, where we 
baited ourselves and horses. 

A colony of foreigners called Pahtines^ 
was settled here by Lord Southwell about 
-the beginning of the eighteenth century. They 
have in general leases of three lives, or 31 years, 
and arc not cottars to ciuy fanner; but if they 
work for them, are paid in money. Their mode 
.of farming differs in several particulars from 
that adopted by the native Irish : tluy chill 
their potatoes, horse-^hoe them while growing, 
and take them out with the plough : by which 
much dung is saved. They also plough without 
.a driver; and their crops are much better than 
those of their neighbours. There are three vil- 
lages of them, containing in the whole about 
seventy families. They are very industrious,and 
in consequence are much happier, and better 
fed, clothed, and lodged than the Irish pea- 
1 
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sant9« • For some time after they settled, they 
.fed upon their German diet, sour crout« but by 
degrees left it off, and took to that of the coun*- 
try, viz. potatoes, oat bread» aind butter milk. 
They have convenient farm-offices for their cat- 
tle and agricultural instruments, and they feed 
their cows during the winter season iu tiie 
house^upon hay and oat straw. The female part 
of their family is industrious, bodi within ^nd 
without doors, either in rural or domestic eco- 
nomy, and indeed a perfect contrast to the fe- 
male Irish. " Such is the account given by Mr* 
Yoiuig, in his Irish Tour, of this Colony Fd'. 
latinesy voLi* p« 48^ 

From Newbri do b to Ta r b e rt, by G lyk 
XVI MILES. See on the left a tower on a hill, 
and another ruin on the right. Near Glynk^ 
a. fine reach of the River Shannon presents 
itself; a ruined church on the right; Glynn 
is a small village near the river, with a tolera- 
ble looking inn : pass close to the residence of 
the KxK.ii r of Glynk. At TAiiiitRT, a lit- 
tle village, situated on a bay fonixed by the 
Shannon, and on the confines of the coun ties of 
LiHEiiiCKand Klriiv, I found good quarters 
for the night. 

9 

Thursday 10 July, FromTABBEUT to Lis- 

roM'i.L and Tkalkk xxv miles. See on the 
right a well wooded seat of the Leslie family ; 
and aflerwards a fine expanse of the SuANKON 



mill the island of ScATTERY, on which a round 
lower makes a conspicaous appearanoe ^ ; at a 

* From the account given by Archdale of this islandV I should 
ikiak H would repay ike travelltr for hi* trouble hi viiitNig ili 
** Jmmualtieinft a rich and beautiful little island in the moiilli 
of |he River Skmam^ St Semm, of Corca Sauem founded an 
abb^ here before the arrival of SLPairiek in Mnmitrf as tome 
ft^rt ; but othm say, that St J^Mcithimtelf wat fie founder, 
and itiaL he placed St, Srnan here; he had eleven churches for 
his monks, !|.n4 no women were permitted to land on the island \ 

■ 

before the coming of the Daues into this coutitry. The prelates 
of this noble and ancient church, are sometimes called by our I 
ecclesiastical historians. Bishops, and at other times Abbots ; in 
process of time it became a ftHury of fqgular cations* fat the 
year 816 the panes plundered the isUmd, |mt the monks to the 
sword, and defaced the monument of the sniat ; and in the year 
835 the same barbarians destroyed the monastery. In the year | 
f)50 the same people made it a place of arms ; and in 972 Mark^ ' 
the son of Harold^ a Danish Chieftain, committed great devas* ; 
tations on this island, taking away much treasure, and many I 
Ciaptives, Ip the year 975 it was rooeveied by Briea King of | 
JUmuierf and Mark and his two soas^ together with eight kofr 
dred Danes wko bad fled thither for safety some time before 
were slain in this battle. The island wesng^ plundered by the 
Panes of Jhtblin in 1057, and by the Danes of Limerick in 1 l7^i i 
and in llZp find that U lUiam JJoel, an English Knight, 
"lasted the whole island, not even sparing the churches. In th« 
i^ign of Queen Eli^iobetk the abbey with several cottages, ruined 
churches, 6cc,&cGt were granted to the mayor and citims of 
Jjmurick for evert Mr. Arckiak adds, thM the monument of 
St Senan is stiU to he seen, with the remains of eleven small 
churohes and several celb ; in the stotie that closer tbo top of 
the altar window of the great ohnrefa is a head of Ike 8n0f) 
nuue, bo|d)^ e%ipci)tcd, and hu^ liMk (kfaccd; ai) m* 
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short distance from the road, on the right are the 
rmnsof Cauick-a voiit Cast»*; aad a 
little further, on the sameaide* is Xi»LAonTi>f 
Abbey, situated on rising ground. It is saki ta 
hayt been fouftdied A^D, 1464^ by 0'Coir€«o- 
voa (O'Coniior) Prince of Kerry, for Fran- 
ciscan Friars of the Strict Observance. Its plan 
is very stmibr to the sbbiei at AoAf ft as to its 

ancient round tower of 120 feet in height, and in complete re^ 
pair, graces the scene. This island is remarkable for the resort 
of pUgrim on certain festivals." I liav« been ratiKf diffuse in 
my aficount q£ thi» island, as it appean to be an object bigUy 
worlb notice, and as some futore tottfiik may be induced tbere* 
by to visit iu 

* Some account of this castle, which he calls Carrigfoile, may 
be found in 6mi/h's History of Kerry ; who says, that it was for- 
meHy the chief seat ot O'Cotuior Kerri/y so called to distinguisb 
bim from (XConnor Sligo. It is built in a strong situation on a 
email isUad^ whicb sta]id» in a bastion fiMmed by tbe Rim 
Shmwrnu It was defended on tbe land side, opposite tbe island^ 
by double wall8> tbe outermost baving square ftmken, and tbe 
inward rpiind bastions, built in tbe infancy of tbe art of finrtifi* 
cation. At the back of the castle is an island, wbicb defended 
it fiom being battered by shipping in the river. 

However, this seemingly impregnable place was bcsiof^ed and 
taken by Sir William Peiiamf in the year 1580, and was also 
delivered up to Sir George Carew, Lord President of Mwnti€f 
in Its. ownei {yOmmt^ in oonaideiatioft of bis surtender* 
img tbis piace«Kceired a giant of. land in tbe County of C&nif» 
iod a gairisQO vas placed ia tbe castle. 

SmUKs Historif of Kerry^p* 
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tower, windows, and cloysters. The interior of 
its Bave aad choir is atill used as a place of 
termcnt, and iu $uriaee is thickly strewed mth 
gravestones, bones and scu] Is*. 
. We baited our horses at Lxstowei, a neat 
little town on the banks of the River Tea 
where there h a decent inn, with one pair of 
ppst horses. It has the remains of .an old castle, 
the only particularity of which is a very high 
circular-headed arch On the banks of the said 

. * Mr. Smith differs somewhat in his account of this abbey. 
He says it. was foanded in 147S by John CtComor^ and that it 
was dedicated to St. Laghivn^ an Irish saint, who di^d in 622. 
t In the year I6OO, lAaiofKcl Castle, the last and only one 

that hi'ld out for Lord Kerry ^ was besieged by Sir Charles Wil- 
viol. As ii chaniberwas prcparini; lo place tlu- powder in a mine, 
lO blow up the castle, a bpnii^ ot' waU-r gushed out in such 
abundance, that be was obliged to begin a new work, which he 
carried underground to tbo midst of a vault in the castle: the 
work being perceived by the garrison, they called out for mercy 1 
bttt' he would hear of no terms but (beir surrendering at discrc* 
tion. The ward, being eighteen men, submitted on their knees, 
but the women and childi^en were suffered to defwirt. Nine of 
the English having been sliot during the siege, he presently 
caused the same number of prisoners 10 be banged ; anil by the 
Frohi dent's order the residue were soon after executed, except 
an Irish priest, named Sir Dermot Mac-Brodict who was pardoiv? 
ed for the following reason. 

* It happened that upon surrendering the i»stle, the Lo^ 
Kerr/t eldirat-son, then but five years old, was carried aw%y by 
an old woman, almost naked, and bcsnKN|Tc^ with dirt : JVilmoi 
de^cl^ed a party ju search of him, whp Returned without ^d^ 
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* 

nver, and ata shprt distance from the town is 
WooDFOBD, theseat of the Knight of Ker- 

BY, where there are some remains of an old cas^ 
tie. Thecountry from hence toTaALEE becomes 
worse, if possible; a long dreary flat, rough 
pastures and bog. Pass by Lixnaw, formerly 
the fine seat of the Earls of Kerry, bat now 
sold. See on a hill near the road a Mausoleum, 
in which, Thomas, first Earl of Kerry, who 
died in 1741, at the advanced age of 80 years, 
was interred. He was the twenty- first Lord of 
KEEiir, and was advanced to the peerage by 
King George the First in the year 1722. Tlie 
sliapeless ruins of Odorm^v Abbey are seen at 
a short distance to the rio-ht of the road. This 
abbey was founded A.D. 1154, and supplied 
with monks iVnm the Cistercian Abbey of Ma- 
•cxo, or Ma.io, in the County of Limerick; it 
{>os8essed great riches, and its Abbot was a 
Lord of Parhaiiicnt. After a most tedious jonr- 
ney, our eyes were at length greeted by a sight 
ofTRALEE, the county town of Keret, situ- 
ated on the borders of a finely broken bay, sur- 

in<; the child ; but the priest proposed, if Sir Charles would 
spare his hfc, and that of iho child, to discover where he was ; 
which being granted, he went with a captain's guard to a thick 
nroodt six miies from the castlr, uhich wa^ almost iitipaisaUe, 
j»'bcre, in a hollow cave, they found the old woman and the 
child, whom they brought to Sir Charles, who sent both the 
priest and the child to the Lord Prcfidcnt. Smitltt Uktory of 
Ktrrj/tp. 287. 
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rounded, by lofty niounlains. We found tok- 
taJUe accommodations at tbe Csosfiir Aeh^ 

I>EV]1fE. 

This town, deriving its name fiom tbe small 
lUveK L£iCH| which discharges itself into the 
adjoiniiig bay, was formerly the chief residence 
• <tf the Earlii of D£8mond, but after the at- 
tainder of GxBAi.i>, tbe sixteenth £aHof Drs^ 
BTOWDy in 1582, it was incorporated in >6lfi, 
and is now the shire town of the County of 
Kbbby. It had formerly four castles, one of 
which was the residence of the Desmonds, and 
also a convent for Dominican friars, fouud- 
ed according to Archdau A.D. 11213, and 
according to Shith in 1243, or 1^)60. Mr. 
LoPG£,in his account of the Desmond family, 
says that John, son of Thomas Fitzgeealxs 
sumamed the Great, founded this abbey at Tra- 
inee for friai's preachers; and that he and his 
son Maurice were killed at Callan by Mac- 
Cartht More in 1S61, and both buried in 
this friary, which in latter times became the 
general barial place of the Desmond fiunily: 
the military and monastic remains at Tkalee 
are now reduced to a few fragments of one of 
the castles, 

Friday, 11 July. An invitation from 
Lord G LAN PORE, and a desire to see Ard- 
FEftT, induced us to prolong our stay in this 
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»i|^]faoiiiluMHl*« We went tiievo by the kmiI 

leaiimg to the Spa, which gave us an advanta- 
geous yiew of the fine bay. A&pfest, (accord- 
ing to the lierf) was Ebe andeiit caphol xif 
Keery, and its rnilversity was held in the 
faigbest £stefim. It is a bishop'ji ^e, and bo* 
rough kf Biadwn/t yitfacrifitBoii, and has beim 
li^ld ia commemlam m±h thie Bishupikk of 

^ A dtey «ii||)it lieiavBd to Ikt tonml, bj lerins Jr0ff on 
lu9L jonroe^ ton ZMorl to Tni/cri or a sepftrate axcnnkm 
migfit be nuule troni tbe latter pUce to Anffhrt and JTcrrjf 
Head, from whence I am told tbe mouth of the Skamiom pre* 
•ents a ^very bold and tremendous appearance. 

Arthur Yoiaig gives the following account of this spot. " I rode 
(from Ardfert) over one of the finest strands, to view the mouth of 
tJtf Shannon at BalUngary, the scite of an old fort: it is a vast rock« 
jwparated from the country by a chasn> of a prodigtoitf cleptb» 
through which the waves drive. The rocks of the coast here 
an jn the 'boldest style^ end 'hdllowed by the furious Atlantic 
wwres iiitox«H8Bis in which ihey roac It wtsm dead calm, yet 
the swell was so heavy, thai ihe gjoeat waves rolled in, and broke 
upon the rocks wiih such violence as to raise an immense foam, 
and give .one an idea of what a siorm would be; but fancy 
rarely Talis short in her pictures: the view of the Shannon is 
exceedingly nofole; it is eight miles over, the mouth formed by 
tnalheudbads of vo^ higjh ssid bold dtfb, and the reach of th« 
dnsf i«^aw Is ve^ ostenuve j it is an iminenie <ceii«iy ; .per* 
imps tbfi nobkst month of a rvrer in Evrope.*^ 

Vol. i. p. 472. 

t When I mention the I^er, I allude to a most excellent and 
useful publication calletl " The Post Chaise Cvmpamon, ur Tra- 
weilerU Birtctor^f the third edition of which (with additions) 
was published in 1803. 
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Limerick ever since tbe RestoratioiL ARCif<« 
i>AXE;tnfonDs lis, that St. Bbsiidan - erected a 

siimpt no us monastery here in the sixth century^ 
which together with the town, was destmyed 
by fire A. D. lOBQ: It was again reduced to 
ashes in 1151, by the hands of Cormac 
O'CuLE^^ and in 1179 the abbey and town soff 
fered the same fate ; but its' final demolition was 
accomplished diirinpf the wars of 1641 *. 

The ruins of this Cathedral bear many marks 
of high antiquity. In the western front are four 
round arches decorated with the zigzag oma- 
meut ; and the eastern front is composed -of 
three elegant narrow pointed windows. On the 
right baud of the altar arc some niches with 
Saxon mouldings. The area of this Cathe- 
dral is shamefully crowded with tombs, and 
thickly strewed with bones and skulls. Amongst 
the tombstones^ I found one with the e^gy of 
a bishop rudely sculptured in relief. 

On the north-west side of the Cathedral, 
are two small buildings^ one of which bears 
marks of remote antiquity. Ithasawide Saxoa 
doorway to the east, and a smaller one of the 
same Order to the west; also a window cu* 
ripusly ornamented with fretwork ; and appears 

*Somc historical account of this Sc<?, extracted from the an- 
nals of InKufaUeRf is given b^; MrmSmUh, in his History Kerry ^ 
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to have had a Saxon ptUar at eadh angle. But 

this venerable pile of monastic buildings has lost 
iiiudi of it3 grandeur as well as interest, by the 
iallof a stately round tower [in the year •1771]. 
of liiO feet in height, which stood near the 
west froat of the Cathedral. 
. Within the demesne of Lord Glandorsv 
and very near his house, are the remains of a 
fine abbey, which are most happily introduced 
as a picturesque appendage to his pleasure 
grounds. The tower, nave, and a great part of 
the cloysters remain in tolerable preservation ; 
but the form and tracery of the eastern window- 
is completely hidden by ivy, which wants tlie 
Judicious application of the pruning knifie*: 
The architecture of the building does not be- 
speak a very early date. On one of the columns 
in the nave is a Latin inscription ; recording 
(as I was told) some repairs done to the huildr 
ing. The accounts given by Archdale, aud 
by the £ditor of the octavo edition of the Mon- 
nasticon Hibernicuw^ differ somewhat respect- 
ing these monastic establishments. The former 
says that in the year IdiS, Tuoiiiis Lord of 
Kerry founded ii monastery at Ardfert for 
Conventual Franciscans, and that the founder, 
together with several Lords of Kerrt were in<- 
terrcd there. Tiie latter observes that a mona- 
stery was built there in the year 1389, hy one 
of the Fitz*Mauric£ family, who were Barons 
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dfKERET and Lxxitav: and that it was re- 
formed by tlie Observants in the year 1J18. 

Satu&day 12 J4;JLY. From Tralee to 
KiLLAiiNET XV sfftLEs. A duH and drcafy 

tract of uninteresting country ; bad roads and 
broken bridges*, conspiring to retard our jouro 
ney to the loag-wirfied for object of our jcumey. 

We fixed our quarters at the Kenmare Arms 

HOTEI.^ SCAKLAISr* 

There ended a long and tedkMU jotttney of 

one hundred and sixty-five Irish mile**, in which, 
few, I fear, except the lovers «f monastic an- 
tiquities, will find much amusenient or gratlfi«> 
catioQ. Tiiough the roads are generally good^ 
and the inns tolerable, the country is most nii^ 
fermly uninteresting. A level surface, present* 
ing a succesfiian of bog, arable aod pasture 
lands, the latter much neglected ; no hedge- 
rows, and a total want of wood, except in the 
hmnediate vicinity of some gentlenoan'a seat, 
eompoae the evidence on behalf of this tract of 
country. But whilst the feeling heart views 
with pity the deplorable and Mthy habitationa 
of the peasantSi awar^ning withaniim6rotts,4)Ut 

* I shall have occasion hereafter to state the method in which 
the public ro»(b and bridges are r<^ced ; as t^^ usual tim^ of 
seitliog these accounts h at the summer Sttizes, the necessary 
reparatiops aie frequently delayed till near the time of the Cic- 
cuit^ that the undertaken of the^o6 may not He Umg out of tkevr 
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apparently healthy population^ it will ob* 
serve with pleasure, the iinproviug state of the 
towns aad cities (Tullaho&£| Birr^Nenagu^ 
Limerick, Trales) and feel a distant hope, 
that their increasing prosperity may ultimately 
tend to alleviate the miseries of the poor, 
and render the situation of the peasant^ more 
comfortable. 

Kxx.LARN£Y — ^Aud now, my readers, after 
haying conducted them over a long and dreary 
tract of ODC hundred and sixty-five Irish miles, 
to the borders of this far famed lake^ the Tempe 
of Ireland, will naturally expect a detailed 
description of its beauties ; but as it is equally 
out of the power of the pen or pencil to do 
them justice, I shall not venture upon an at-* 
tempt where my failure would be certain. 

It is a mortif^ng circumstance^ that many 
of the finest views- in nature, and which at first 
sight make the strongest impression u[)on the 
eyes and the imagination, should defy both the 
powers of imitation and description. I have 
particularly found the failure of the pencil in 
lake scenery; and have had cause to lament 
that my sketches, either on the lakes of Swit- 

2£RLAND, WESTMORELAND, Or KlLLAKNET, 

could convqr Httle more than a general idea 
of the outline of the mountains and surround-^ 

ing scenery. In short, nature in her court dress, 
will not be copied ; whilst in her humble cot* 

F 

I 
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tage attire^ she becomes less coy, and often- 
times assumes a greater degree of consequence* 

than at first sight she appears to merit. What 
pencil can give an adequate idea of iht super- 
eminent beauties of the mountains and rocky 
scenery of Gi.ena a and Chomiglaux? can ex- 
press tiie transientand fleeting effects of the clouds 
upon them, or trace their transparent reflections 
in the waters beneath ? What pencil can imi- 
tate the varied tints of tlie numerous lychens, 
shrubs and plants that deck the rocky bound- 
aries of these lakes, or give a faithful represent- 
ation of the fantastic forms that the rocks as- 
sume ? tn the name of my brother artists, I will 
answer, none. The powers of the pen will fail 
equally in description. For lehen I say, that 
' the Mountainsof To>ti£s,GL£VAA, and Turk, 
are finely wooded down to the water edge; 
that the river abounds with every variety that 
rock, trees, and water can produce ; that the 
Eagic s Nest* towers up most majestically from 
its banks ; that the surface of the Upp^r Lake i» 
broken by niimerous rocky islands, and boldly 
indented shores ; that it is backed by an ahnos^ 
endless range of the most picturesque moun- 
tains ; that Hills o'er hills, and Alps o^tr Alps 
mcendr that tlie rocks which bound the 

» 

* A mountain so called, iwok the circumstaace of cagle» 
making their nests upon it* 



Lakes of Mucbuss and the Lower Lake, have, 
by coatinual beating Qt the waves, assumed the 
most siogular and fantastic forms, added to the 

most harmonious colourinir ; and tliat thcv are 
covered with aibutus, heaths, and the greatest 
variety of plants imaginable ; shall I convey 
any idea of this enchanting scenery? I answer, 
no. The collected beauties of this favoured spot 
are so great, so Taried, and so superior to any 
thing I liaveyet seen, either in Italy, Swit- 
zerland^ or £ngland» that they can neither 
be delineated nor described ; to be felt, they 
must be seen, 

m 

Scgnius irritant animoSy demissa per uurem^ 
Qudm qtiije sunt oculis subjecta Jidelibus. 

KiLi.ARN£7 however must not be passed 

over in silence ; as some useful hints may be 
given to future tourists by one who is fully sen- 
sible of its beauties, though unequal to the task 
of describing them. 

The usual routine adopted by the guides can- 
not perhaps be altered for the better ; we had 
every reason to be satisfied with Mr. Plunkett's 
judgment' in the arrangement of our tour, and 
in the good taste he displayed in pointing 
out particular objects. The place of embark- 
ing is at Ross Castle ; a small fort, which, 
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were it not so sadly disligured by the ludeous 
barracks attached to it, would be a very pic- 
turesque object*. This approach to the lake is 
far from priposscssing, the shores being tlat 
and boggy ; nor did its beauties begin to un- 
fold tbemselves, till we stretched across from 
the N.£. point of Ross Island to that of In- 
KI8F ALLEN K Closc to the Uudiug placc, there 
are considerable remains of an abbey^ thickly 
embosomed in wood, but they present only a 

* This castle was once the scat of O'Donoghoe^ and has for 
some years past been a military garrisoUi having a gpveimiieDt 
appointed for it upon the establishment. In the wan of 
it surrendered to Lu^owt who was attended in the expedition by 
Lord BrogiUlf and Sir Hardlm WaSkr^ and was the last place 
that held out in Munsier against the English parliament. 

Smith's Kerry , p . 127. 
t An abbey was founded on this island towards the close of 
tije sixth century, by St, Finian Lovkar^ or the Leper, son of 
AUid, King of Munster, and disciple of St* Brendan : it was 
esteemed a paraf^ise, and so secure a saactoaty, that the trea* 
:aiire and most valuable eflects of the whole conntiy were depo- 
sited there in the hands of the clergy ; it was however plundered 
in the year 11 SO, by MaMdn, son of Darnel CtDomghoe; 
when many of the clergy were slam, and even in their cemeteries, 
by the Carthjs. In the 37th of Queen Elizabeth a grant vva«; 
made of this abbey and its possessions, being three plough-iaodsy 
containing 120 acres of arable land, to Robert Collon, The 
monks of this island, who were of the order of St^^AuguUmf 
have left some hlsfconcal annalii which are held in hi|^ esti* 
mattoD. ' 
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massive and unadorned pile of rude masonry : 
adjoining these ruins is a small chapel (now 
converted into a banqueting room) which, in 
tbe Saxon decorations of its duoi way, bears the 
marks of high antiquity. 

This island is richly decked with the greatest 
variety of wood*, and its surface is beautifully 
irregular ; it is nearly a mile in circumference, 
and comprehends more natural beauties than I 
ever remember to have seen collected within so 
narrow a compass. Strangers who visit this 
charming spot, havecause to regret that its walks 
are not better kept, and that it is pastured by 
homed cattle instead of sheep ; as the trees buf- 
fer considerably by the depredations of the 
former, and the lawn would be much more 
nicely trimmed by the close feeding teeth of the 
latter. 

As the north west side of tins lake affords 
no scenery worth notice, we crossed direc'tly 
from the Island of Innisfallen, in a westerly 
direction, to O'Sullivan's Cascade, a pretty 
water«falf, finely embosomed in a thick forest 
Coasting under the lofty and well woodedToMiES 
Mountain, the view opens most magnificently 

•The hollies in this ibland are remarkable for their size. I 
found one, upon mea!>urement, to be ten t'cet in circumference: 
the total want of arbutus on this island, may arise from the 
TlcbnesB of its soil ; Sqx this pUmt seems to prefer a dry ^d 
loci^ situation. 
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at Qt^VAA Pointy and presents a fine seintcir^ 

cle of woud and mountain. Leaving the pretty 
little cottageof Glukaa toour right^we entered 
Turk, or Mitcrvss Lake, under Brickeen 
Bridge. The majestic Turk forms the southern 
banks of this lake> and rises perpendicularly 
from the water's edge*. The northern bounda- 
ries are formed by a long and narrow peninsula, 

* I wst sorry to see a colony of Sc<ftckmii titnsplaiitod to tbe 
bordeis of this lake. The Fir tree, from its uDifona and never 
variecl shape, but ill accords with scenery so wild aod natural as 
that which environs these lakes on all sides ; and of all the different 
species of that tribe, the S&fickfit is the worst in every point of 
view, both as to profit aivl b vuity: being almost the only fir 
that (iocs not in its growth assume a spiral lorni, the quantity 
of limber it produces) is far less than in those sorts, viz. the 
Larch, Spruce, Silver, &c. &c. which measure up to the very 
top; and the Scotch fir has this disadvantage in point of profit, 
that it takes nearly double the number of years to ripen, thong^^ I 
will allow, wbeti mature, it may surpass in value the other sort^. 
As to beauty, in my opioiun, it koi wne* All the other tribes, 
though uniform in their spiral shape, have rich tints to recom- 
mend thoin. iind, mixed with forest trees, do nol hurt thceyc of 
the coLouribt : but I he ScotL/imun is discordant thruuf^hout, and 
its iduc foliage always offends, and never pleases the vy'c of taste. 
I have never seen this tribe look even tolerably well, except when 
planted together in a large mass, unmixed with any other Idmt 
of trees; and then, in particular situations, they have an impos- 
ing, though always a som&re effect. I was happy however to 
learn from Mr. Herberfs gardener, that the firs were only in- 
tended as nurses to the forest trees ; and that, having performecl 
iheir piin nlal office, ihcy would bend to the axe. Every 
Strftnger who visit;, ihis charming lake, will join with me in th^ 
fervent hope that these good intentions may be fulfilled 1 



which c]i\ ules Ml'cruss from the Lower Lake, 
aud termiuateg at £axc]^££N Bridge. All this 
line of coast deserves particular attentioo, and 
a very miwute examhiatiou : nothiqg can ex- 
ceed in singularity the forms of the rocky exca- 
vations, or in beauty of effect the harmonious 
tims of the rocks and herbage. Here should the 
young ^d enthusiastic artist fix his seat for 
many successiv e days. One small rock on this 
coast, which is connected with the main land 
by a very narrow path, is particularly worth no; 
tice, from its very picturesque form, aud the 
singular arched excavations beneath it. On our 
return to the Lower Lake, a sudden storm pre- 
sent eti the mount^iins and water iu a very dif- 
ferent, and, I may add, a much grander point of 
view. Having refreshed ourselves and boat^ 
men at tlie retired Cottage of Glenaa, we re- 
turned to the place of ourembarkment at Ross 
Castle. 

Tuesday 1.5 July. This morning was aL*. 
lotted to the peninsula of Mu cross. On en- 
tering the grounds of Mr. Herbert, the atten- 
tion is attracted by the ruins of an abbey *, 

* A| this abbey is neither mentioned by Archdale, nor by the 
Editor of the smaller ctlitioii of tho Monudkm, I couclude i( 
was not a very imporiant establishment. Mr. Holmeny in his 
Tour (page 126) says, " that it was founded A. D. 1440, by 
Jhnaid, the »Qn of Tliad^ MVarty, for Minortes or Conventual 
F^nciscans, and dedicated to the Holy Trinity : that it was 
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thickly embosomed in wood. The arcbitectufe 
is pointed ; the style bad, and of no great an- 
tiquity. The cloysters are perfect, but very 
gloomy : a yew tree, which from the straitaess 
and unusual height of its stem, has been evi- 
dently reared up witbiu the area of the cloyster, 
deserves notice. The cemetery of this abbey is 
still made us^ of, and exhibits the same dis- 
gusting and indecent remains of bones» skulls, 
and coffins, which I have had occasion to re-> 
xn2LYk before at Ardfert and Lislaqutin 
From these ruins we ascended an eminence 

in the park, called, I think, Drum O'Rol rke, 
from which there is a most bewitching view of ' 
.MuCRUsSy the Lower Lake, and the distant 
mountains that inclose the Upper Lake ; the 
most beautiful Panoruma I ever beheld. We 
afterwards examined the long and narrow penin« 

repairecM)y him in 1468^ the year 1w died i and «gMa reediied 
'm l6Q2 ; but soon after fell to decay* 

* Sir John Girr, in hit late publication (page 3^) notioes 

this circymstancc in very strong language : ** So loaded with 
contagion is the air in this spot, that every principle of huma- 
iiity imperiously calls upon the indulgent owner, to exercise his 
rightof closing it up as a place of sepulture in future, J warn 
every ope who visits KiUmrnif^ as he values life, not to enter 
this abbeyt Contrast renders doubly horrible the ghastly cou'^ 
tempUtion of human dissolution, taintiog the surrounding air 
^ith pestilence, in a spot whidi mature has enriched with a profu- 
\iov^ o( romaiiUc beauty." 
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ftula that terminates at Brickeen Bridge^ mak- 
ing occasional deviations to the romantic shores 
of AlucRtfcss Lake. There is too much unifor- 
mity in the line of this drive ; and I think it 
would admit of great improvement, by jiulici- 
.ous openings to the bays of each lake, and oc- 
casional paths leading to the most striking parts 
of the shore : some disgusting bogs also should 
■be planted. 

Wednesday 16 July. This day was de- 
voted to the Upper Lake. We embarked on 
the westerly side of lioss Island (which has 
been lately much disfigured by the working 
of a copper mine) and stretched across the 
Lower Lake to the shores of Glenaa and 
DiNis Island, where we were obliged to land, 
whilst our boatmen pushed their vessel up a 
shallow but (rapid stream* This island is re- 
markable for its fine arbutus, one stem of which 
measured four ieet and a half in circumference. 
We were obliged shortly to disembark a second 
time, while the boatmen performed a similar 
operation up the stream under the Old Weir 
Bridge. Our attention was soon arrested by a 
high towering rock, called the Eaglk's Nest, 
rising almost perpendicularly, in a spiral form, 
from the water's edge, and richly decked with 
wood. The firing of a swivel gun produced a 
fine repeated echo, as well as the bugle horn ; 
the deception of which is very great, when you 
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know where it is placed, and from whence tiic 
sound proceeds. This river takes a very ser* 
pentine course; at one time confined withiu 
a narrow channel; at another expanding; its 
waters into large bays, with rocky banks, beau- 
tifully decked with arbutus, heaths, lychens, 
and a Variety of other plants, and mosses. The 
vinditig entrance into the Upper Lake by the 
passage of Colman*s Eye is very singular. 
You see no expanse of water, but the most irre- 
gularly indented shores and bays : the distant 
perspeclive most magDiticeutly closed by an 
extensive range of the grandest mountains ; of 
which those called the Sugar Loaf, and tlie 
Reeks> form the most prominent features. A 
pretty cottage on Roman's Island, afforded us 
siielter from a violent storm, and a room to eat 
our cold meat. The Pubple Mountain * ap- 
pears full in view from this cottage, with the 
Reek s and Sugar Loa f to the ic ft. The strata 
of rocks in this Uke, are totally different from 
those in the Lower Lake and Mucruss Lake ; 
the latter being chiefly limestone, which admits 
of those fimtastic varieties I hare before men- 
tioned. These are of green stone, which neai* 
the water assumes a bkckish hue, whilst the upper 
parts are spotted with white. Nature has here 

* $0 called from the «oUttr it Aitvimcs, and tamag fimn the 
stoBes tfcst sre diiveral on its swrfiic^* 

1 
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proved herself an admirable painter, in adapt'* 

ing the light and airy tints of the limestone 
fock, to the gay and luxuriant ahoreis of Gi.s« 
KAA and MucRUSs; and the more dingy sha* 
dows to the bold and savage features of the 
Upper Lake. After dinner, we coasted the 
southern shores and bays of this lake, where 
the long extended range of rock and wood 
called Cbomiglaun, excited universal admi* 
ration ; and we all agreed to give the due pre* 
ference to this scenery. Una voaf^ una senten^ 
tia. Leaving this enchsmting spot with regret, 
we measured back the same watery track ; each 
object presenting itself in a different point of 
view. We shot witli great rapidity the two 
waterfalls, and reentering the Lower Lake, 
coasted along the northern shores of Mu- 
CRUss, where we observed the termination of the 
green stone, and commencement of the lime- 
Stone rock. There are several insolated rocks 
on this coast, that assume very grotesque 
shapes, and none more so than that bearing the 
strong resemblance, at a little distance, of a 
horse drinking. 

Thursdat 17 July. This morning was given 
up to a land excursion; and exhibited some 
scenery totally different to that we bad for somfi 
days past been accustomed to. We skirted die 
N.E. banks of the Lower Lake, leaving the 
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trifling remains of Aghadoe Abbey upon an 
emmfnce to the right, and crossed a bridge 
over the River Laun£, which issues from the 
lake. Saw Dunloe Castle embosomed in a 

thick wood to the left, and continued our road 
in a direct line to a bold cha^ni, formed in a 
long and irregular chain of mountains, called 
the Gap of Duxloe. This narrow pass is 
bounded on the N.W. by the Reeks, and on 
theS.£* by that range of mountains, of which-. 
ToMiES and Glen a a are the principal. Its 
sceneiy is truly Alpine, and on a grand scale : 
the track rugged, but well worth the trouble of 
ascending. The horrors of the black surround^ 
ing rocks are much heightened by their reflec- 
tions in the different lakes at their base. The 
sceneiy resembles that of the Pass of Llanber- 
TLis under Snowdon in North Wales, but the 
vegetation amongst the rocks is much more 
luxuriant This valley and pass afford many 
good subjects for the pencil, and are highly 
worthy the artist's attention. 

Friday IS July. I spent this morning in. 
viewing more leisurely the beautiful detail of 
the Lower Lake, skirting some of its islands, 
and landing on others. The rocks on Crow 
Island are very fine, and richly decked with 
a profusion of plants ; near it are several barren 
and detached rocks of the most fantastic shapes^ 
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many of them having derived their appellations 

from their resemblance to other forms ; such as"^ 

O'DoNAOHOE's TaBL£» .Ex.£PHANT Isi.ANDy 

Heit and Chickens, Sec, Bcc, Rough ox 
Coarse Island, after Inni&?all£N, is the 
best wooded; and commands a very advan* 
tageous view of the beautiful bay and inlet to 
the River near G lenaa. 

Saturday 19 Jolt. Having procured sad* 
die horses at Killarney, we proceeded on a 
mountainous expedition to the lofty summit of 
Mangerton. Passing by Mucruss, we turn- 
ed off to the left, and by a long, stony, and 
rugged ascent, reached the summit ia safety. 
The pool, called the Devil's Punch Bowl, by 
no means answers to its name, or form, being 
rather oval or oblongi than round : and there is 
another lake beyond it, which is more worth 
notice. Some of the views from this lofty emir 
nence are striking; particularly that of Ken- 
hare River extending to the sea; and the 
coast towards Banxky Bay. Towards the 
west we saw Castlexazk and Dingle Bay ; 
and beyond them the Shannon. But the 
grandest object, and nearer at hand, is that 
magnificent range of mountains, west of the 
Upper Lake; of which the Refks, and the 
Sugar Loaf are the most conspicuous. The 
numerous lakes which are interspersed amongst 
these mountains in every direction, have a very 
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Aingttlar eiPect By the recommenditicMi of 

our guides, we sent our horses back by the way 
tliey came, and deftcended^ the moantain in 
)i direct line, over a |>atbtes& track of faeatb^ 
bog, and rock; a journey which I recommend 
every future tourist to avoid. We joined our 
borses on the road leadin<^ froln Ki llarney to 
Ken MA RE, and on our return enjoyed a very 
advantageous view of MucRUss and tibe Lower 
Lakes. 

Sunday £0 July. Tlie usual routine ,he^ 
ingnow accomplished*, we spent a few hours 
in examinaig Lord Ken mare's Deer Park: 
whicb^ according to Irish custom, is detached 
from the mansion house. The grounds are irre- 
gular and well wooded> commanding some pleas- 
ing views of the Lower Lake, but inferior to 
many we had before seen. There is a pretty 
glen watei-ed by a mountain stream* A gr^t 
portion of this park» and mdeed the finest part 

* Aitfaough the places I have mentioned, are those to idiich 
tbe atleoliofi of the tonriRt is usiNilljr copfioed, I an coq- 
liiised tkat mai^^qiislly bottaUfU spots m^ht be diseovered by 
those who have time at coimnand^ and inclinatioii to make use 

of that time to advantage. Less time certainly ought not to be 
allotted to -FTi/Zar/ifv t!> in one entire wtek ; aiid another could 
he very pleasantly emptoyt'c], in retracing the same ground. 
31ic Upper Lake demands a second visits for ihere are so m&oy 
attractiofls oo ihe voad thither, that, oa arjivina there, and cal- 
culatii^ the time requited for the«retttrn, there is too little left 
for a satisfactory examination of its' many and vaHedtteauties* 



Digitized by Googl 



KiLLA&NEr. 



of it with respect to timber, is let to Mr. Cro- 
NAN : the whole, if united, would form a noble 
demesne, and a delightful residence ; for at pre** 
seat all the beauties of the lake are totally lost 
to its noble proprietor, owing to the bad situ* 
ation of his mansion house. Neither does the 
residence of Mr, Herbert coniaiand to advan- 
tage those natural beauties which he possesses 
in a still greater degree than Lord Ken mare. 
Strangers also, oncoming to Killarney, ex- 
perience a great mortification in finding that 
the object of their attention, is so far removed 
from the place of their resideuce ; and that the 
shores of the lake are not within the distance 
of a moderate walk *. Neither do I think that 
the regulations respecting boats^ though at first 
sight very plausible, tend to the comfort of the 
tourist. Their prices are fixed f; their number 
limited, and at the command of one individual, 

* The shores to the north-cast of Ross Castle, are flat and bog- 
gjr; those to the south-east of it, command a beautiful view of 
Glenna and Tamies in front; but being occupied by the villas oi 
Mr*iJkHfert of CMsnume, uod of Mn. IMney, tlic public are 
deprived of those wftlks and eojoymeiitB that the huiks of thti 
Wkt would otherwise afibid. 

t These prices are thus regulatetl^ and a wrttten ftCcoufit of 
them fixed u[> over the chiituiey ot ihc hotel, for the infor- 
mation of travellers. Boat 5s. per day, ami as much more to the 
Stieeitsman as you please. Jrs. to the Bugie, 2s. 2d. to each Boat- 
Uma on the Upper Lake, and ls.7kl» oa the Lown Lake^witk 
their dinners and liquor each day. 
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whereas if a general licence was g^ven to keep 
boats on the lake, I am convinced that the 
public would be both better aud more reason^ 
ably served. The true enthusiast, the lover of 

nature, and the artist, would wish, after liaving 
liad a general introduction to» the difierent 
lakes, to revisit them at his ease, and survey 

their manifold beauties in detail : but this, from 
want at small boats, he cannot do : he cannot 
at his pleasure, ramble down to the lake, take 
his boat, and amuse himself for a few hours on 
its enchanting banks; the scheme and arrange- 
ment of each day must be preconcerted, the 
boat bespoken, the dinner ordered, ^c. &c. ; in 
short, difficulties and expence will ultimately 
exhaust the patience and the purse of even 
the most sanguine admirer of nature 

I have seen no spot more adapted for the 
school of a landscape artist than Killarney; 
and where he may study all the component 
parts of a fine picture with greater advantage. 
The rocks that bound the shores of Muciiuss 

* The plan mentioned by Mr Arthur YoMg, in his Irish Tour,, 
(vol. i. p* 4S9) is admirable; and I am surprised it never hat 
been adopted. He there tecommends the bttiUing of aspaeioua 
hotel on the immediate shores of the lake, wbich should funush 
to trairellers every accommodation and comfort of an Cnglisk 
Spa within doois,anJ all the necessaries for amusement without. 
This intelligrni and observing author has devoted several pages 
to the description of Killarney and its environs, which arc weU 
worth the perusal of those who intend to visit them. 
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tad the Lower Lake, with their' harmonious 
tints, and luxuriant decoration of foliage, 
stand unrivalled, both in form and colour* 
ing. The character of the mountains is as 
. grand and varied, as the lakes in which they 
reflect their rugged summits ; and the incon* 
stant state of the climate subjects each to tlie 
most sudden changes, and produces the most 
admirable effects of light and shade imaginable. 
Here, in short, in this western Tempe, the 
artist will find every thing he can possibly 
wish: the beautiful in the Lower, and Mu- 
c&uss Lakes ; the sublime in the Upper Lake ; 
variety in the river that connects the lakes, and 
the savage in the mountains that form the Pass 

of DuNLO£ *• 

• Monday 21 JvLTf- Leaving KiLLAnnEY 

with regret, I continued my journey towards 
Co&K, Stopping the first night at Mill Street, 
XVI MILES, where I found a good inn. The road 

is very rough, and according to au Irish expres- 

* The accommodations which we found at ScanMi Hotel, 
the Kemnart jtrmSf^m both good and reasonable. Our charges 

as follows: Dinner 3s. 3d. per head. Breakfast Is. 7id. Tea 
Is. Id. Horses per night 3s. 3d. Beds Is. lo those who had 
horses, and Is. 7id. to those who had not. The provisions were 
exceUent in their kind, and ihe supply of sea and fresh water 
fiph was very good. Lodgings are rather dear, the usual price 
being 2s. 8d. for each room per night* 

* On leaving KiUamey, I was again obliged to. make a bai<* 
gain for post hones to conduct me to Cwh " 

6 
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sion, a$ straight a gun barrel, Oa tht right 
is a continued rjinge of mountains, dmpog&t 
whioh the figure of those eal)ed tim P4P9A» i$ 
very singular The face of the country pre- 
sents au unvaried cpntinu^tip]^ of heathy bod 
and woodless eoelosures ; but the numemva 

fragments of loots of trees, and timber dug 

out pf the l)Qg, [u-oye that iu former time^ the 
surface of this country hoFe a yef y difiisreiit sfh 

pear^nce. We met qn the rQ3,d uiimeraus troops 
pf packhorses copveying mks q( fiftll butter 
from the interior dUtriets to Cork- 

Tu£SD4Y JytT. Frpm MiLi, SifUfciiT to 
Core, xxiii kix^rs At short distape^ fram 
MiLx. Street is a tedious, but gradual ascent, 
of four miles, over a very rough rqis^d ; heathy 
mountiiips and upipteiiestiQg soeneiy ; a eon* 

tinned deluge of rain rendering every object 
Still more dreary. Wc^t length fam^da baltiug 
pUce, at a little irni, called the Teh Miu 

House, where having broken one of my carriage 
springs, I had great reason to complain of im** 

^ Tb^ two inouniium bavff 4tnva4 thii (mn iim^ 

found ^nd equal form, rpserabling the buma^ br^&s^; two little 
protub<»rancei'in tho centre of each (and which I suspect to be 
(^axiuddsj make the rest'in bianco still §r<?atcr, %nd ^l\eir tiUe 
more appropriate. The Curnedd and tho Timmhs of eartl^ \¥ere 
cpfi^inion m^umeutt which the^^ient Britons eiwtf4 i'^ 
honour of their great men ; and t^o n^tcarinis of i^^r qoiiilirac- 
tion IV^pbably (leterii^Q«4 l^jF 4a ^eunitftSCf ivl^tber 
the country was stp^ 91; poj^ 
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posing charges made both by the landlord, 

and the blacksmith, whose assistance was 
wanting to mend the fracture. On speaking to 
the waiter about him, he told me, *^ that the 
people of tliis district were very tough and 
quarrelsome." The hills continue, and the road 
improves a little, but is still bad. Cultivatioa 
mends, and some good crops of wheat and bar- 
ley testify the fertility of the soil. See on 
the left a castle amongst w oods, and another 
nearer Co&jl, on the side of the Ewer Lse ; but 
the misty state of the atmosphere obscured all 
these views, which appear to be rich, as well as 
those of the City of Cork. We lodged at 
SgKaio's Hot£l» in Gxoaox Street, a large 
but dirty inn. 

WsDKUDAT fiS July. TheCityof CoRKaf- 
fordsmorematter of information to the commer- 
cial, than to the antiquarian tourist ; for it bears 
the resemblance of a wealthy trading town in 
England, and has no churches % monuments, or 

*1WC«tficdi4 dedicated to Samt Jwterr, was ibttiided by 
tliat Saint m the 7tli century $ and by length of lime it fell into 

decay and ruiii. In the year 1723, it was ukcn down, in order 
to be rebuilt, and was finished in 1735. The expcnce of this 
baiiding was defrayed by a parliamentary tax of Is. per ton 
faudoB att coaiaand calm, consumed within the City of Cork^ 
A roitnd tower stood formerly in the churchyard, a iittle de* 
tafihad front the chiixcb. 

SrnUk'i Hitimy of Cork, vol. i, p. 972. 

G 2 
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other nncicnt build iiigs worth notice. The 
streets are wide and airy, and the principal 
bridge reminded me of the elegant Ponte 
DKLLA Trinita ovcf thc Rivcr Arno at Flo- 
A£NC£. The Parade, a spacious street, is ornar 
men ted with an equestrian statue of King 
George the Second. 

Mr. Newenuam's pleasure boat conducted 
us from Cork to his seat at Coolmore, on the 
S.W. side of the haven. The banks of the River 
|!rfEE are thickly studded with gentlemen's viU 
las, and grounds well wooded, which give it a 
rich and cheerful appearance. Near the Vil* 
lage of Passage, the channel contracts it- 
self. Leaving I\I ox kstown on our right, and 
Cove, with the Islands of Spike and Hawl- 
BOWLING, to the left, we landed near the seat 
of Mrs Connor, and walked to Coolmore, 
which is distant about a mile from the shore of 
the harbour. 

Thursday 124 July. The whole morning was 
spent on board Mr* Newenham's hooker*; 
and a more delightful, animated, and novel wa« 
ter excursion was never experienced. The gen- 
tlemen residing near the harbouri have esta- 
blished a club; the members of which meet 
every Thursday during summer at a certain ren-^ 

b a 

'* The vessels so called are of a very particular constructtoii : 

they sail wfll, are very safe, and excellently well adapted to 

\Yattf excursions. 
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ilezvous. Each vessel bears the Admirars flag 
in its turn, and on that day all the other vessels 
are subservient to the orders issued by its com** 
niaiider. Those orders are given by hoisting flags 
of different colours, and of which they have a 
great variety. Our host, Mr. NEtrENHAM,being 
Admiral for the day^our amusement and interest 
were much increased, by seeing minutely the 
mode of proceeding. Near the mouth of the 
harbour * a signal was given to chase, as far as 
Poor Head ; and another to return to Monks- 
town, on which occasion every vessel endea- 
voured to make tlie best of its way to the destined 
goal. The numerous vessels manoeuvering, tack- 
ing, and vyin<2r with each other, with their 
sails illuminated by a bright sunshine, formed 
the most picturesque scene imaginable, and 
which was much heightened by a stately iii- 
gate sailing out of the harbour, in the midst 
of the smaller craft, and by the dismasted 
wrecks of two merchantmen, that had narrowly, 
escaped the vengeance of a dreadful storm, and 
were seeking shelter in this noble port This 

*Tbts nobb 1iArbtfiir,''lii which the whole Sritish navy could 
ride at anchor in safety, is about a mile wide at ito opening, be- 
tween Ram Point and Do^t Nose, Poor Head and Cork Head 
form two more distant boundaries ofit. A survey of the whole 
harbour was made ia 12^01 , by Admiral Knight^ cind n sold at 
Cork. 
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aquatic expeditioo, during which wc made the 
circuit of a large part of the harbour, presented 
the different islands and shores to great advan- 
tage. The town of Cov£ is iacreasing rapidly 
m buildings and commerce, and from the su* 
perior advantages it possesses over Cork, bids 
.fairly, in the course of time^ to supplant it ; for 
bere the merchant can unload his cargo in the 
sight of his own storehouses ; whereas all lieavy 
Tessels destined for Cork, are now obliged 
to unship them at the village of Pa^saob; 
the River Lze not affording a sufficient depth 
of water to convey them torCoRK* 

Saturday 26 July. I embarked on board 
Mr. Newenham's row boat, fi-om the beauti- 
ful grounds of Mrs. Coy nor, which appear to 
me to be the pleasantcst on the harbour, in 
point of situation, and to command the best 
view of this fine sheet of water. In a little more 

than an hour, by the help of oars and a sail, we 
traversed nearly the whole length of the har- . 
bour fVom west to east, and landed at Rosttn- 
NAN ; the ancient seat of the Inchiquin family, 
* delightfully situated on the S. £ast shores of 
this noble bay, and commanding s view of 
it in its greatest ea^tent frpm an elevated ter- 
race, on which some guns are mounted* On this 
terrace is a statue of Admiral Hawks : the po^ 
sitioa of which rather surprised me, as iht back 
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of this celebrated warrior was turned ii|[>Ofi the 
very element, on which he had acquired such 
immortal 1i(moat^« 

* The victory obtained by AdmifAl Hamkc over Confians, 
g^ve tke to (be foUowkkg spirited song^ 

« The watery god, great i^eptune, lay 
In dalliance soft, and amorous ^lay 
On AmpkUntc* breast : 
When uproar raisM its horrid Lead; 
Hia palace skooky the TrUimt^p 
And eack kb fear con Wd. 

Loud thunder shook his wide domain. 
The liquid worW was wrapt in flame, 
The god amazed spoke ; 
< Ye winds go forth, and make it knoi^D, 
yfko dam to thake liiy coral throne, > 
And veil my realms in amoke Y 

Tke winds sukmlssive to kis nod. 

Sprung strongly up to obey their god, 
And saw two fleets at sea \ 
The one victorious Hawhe! was thine, 
Tke otker QonfiarCs broken line. 
In tenor and dismayi 

Amas'd they saw BrUtmMs sons 
Debtruction deal from aW tkeir gonSy 

Their conquering. shouts resound. 
While vanquished Gallia s hapless slaves^ 
Sunk to their deaths in briny ^veSj 
Beneatk tke de«p profound. 
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I was told, tlial the fuliowiug circumstance 

« 

The winds, return'd, and told llirir cfaiff^ . 
That Frmee was ruin'd past relief^ 
And Hamke trinropbant roda^ 
*Hmokef Neptune cry'd, * why who is he! 

Who thus usurps my power at sea. 
And dares defy a god V 

The winds rq>ly'd, ' In distant lands 
There lives a king, who Hamke commands, 
Who looms all foreign force ! 
And when his floating castles roll. 

From sea to sea, from pole to pole, 
Great Hawkc directs their course. 

And wlicn liis winged bullets fly, 

To punish fraud and perfidy, 

And scourge a guilty land : 

Then gallant Howie serenely great, • 

Though death and horror round him wait, 

TuiAls the dread command.' 

Ncptufie with wonder heard the story, 
Of George's power and Brilam'i glory. 
Which time shall ne'er subdue. 
Bo8eawen*9 deeds and Samien* fame, 
Join'd with brave Wtifiu immortal name, 
And cry'd, < Can thu be true ? 

A Kins! he needs must be a God, 
Who has such heroes at his nod. 
To govern earth and sea: 
I yield my trident and my crown, 
A tribute due to such lenown. 
Great G^or^e shall rule for me/ 
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gave rise to placing the figure in this position : 
Upon the defeat of the French fleet, command* 
ed by Con FLANS, in the year 174^9, the City of 
Cork ordered a statue to be cast of the Eng*. 
lish Admiral Hawke ; but on its completion, 
some objections, were made to the expence by 
the citizens; upon which the noble Inchiquik 
said, that he would pay for it," which lie did; 
and, as a rebuke, placed the Adinirai's figure 
on a pedestal, with his back turned towards 
the ungrateful city. Mr. O'Brien, the pre- 
sent inhabitant of the place, and who, on the 
death of the MARavis of Thomonb, succeeds 
to the Elarldom of Inchiquin, told me a most 
singular anecdote relating to this same statue^ 
and which, in a less enlightened age than the 
present, might have been considered as ominous; 

that the Admiral's right arm, which grasped 
a sword, fell olT on the very day that the French 
landed on the coast, of Ia£jLAN]>, at Banxay 
Bay 

•Friday 18 May 1759, Admiral Hawke sailed with the 
grand fleet under his command from Portsmouth. In the 
month of November he was obliged to put into Plymouth^ hav- 
ing been driven off his station before Brest by a hard gale of 
wind. On the SOlb iostant^ the bngag^ment took place between 
htm and Coj^oju, and victory decided in favour of the Eng- 
lish. In February, .17^0, being thanked by the Honseof Com* 
monSy he thus gallantly replied, " I own myself greatly at a loss, 
as to the proper manner of acknowledging the great honour 
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The luxuriance of the evergreens at Ros* 
« TYNNANj bespeaks the mildness of the ctimte^ 

Many judicious alterations and impfovenricnts 
are at this time carrying on, both ia the houae 
and grounds. 

The Bishop of Cloyne's carriage conveyed 
mt from hence to his episcopal residence^ dts^ 
tsnt about tvo miles. In my way^ I passed by 
Castle Mary, the seat of the Lokgfieid fa- 
mily ; where there is a druidical monttmentthitf 
described by Smith in his Historic of Cork, 
p. 140. 

This altar consists of a targe stone 15 feet 

long, and 8 in breadth, of a rough irregular fi- 
gure, approaching to an oval fotm. The highest 
part of it is nine feet from tbe ground ; it if 
supported by three other great stones. Adjoin- 
ing to .it is a large ronifti fiagstone Of tMe^ 
which was probably nsed for eotting tip the 
victims for sacrifice." I felt much Hiortified 
in not having seen this relic of antiquity, owing 
to my want of previous iufoimatiou as to its 
situation. 

conferred apon me by this august hou9e,r in tlidr distittgnislicii 
approbation of ny conduct on the 80th of November last. In 

doing my utmost, I only did the duty I owed my King and 
Country, which ever has been, and shall be, my greatest ambi- 
tion, to perform faitbtuliy and honestly to the best of ray abi- 
lity/' In March» the freedom of the City of Co&& was 
presented to him in a gplden box* 
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The town of CLOYNi, with its round tower % 
embosomed in wood» appears to great advan- 
tage from an eminence to the north east, which 
commands also a good view of Cqek Harbour 
on one side, with Balicotton Bay and the 

ocean on the other. The Cathedral Church is 
a plain building, neatly kept, and without any 
turret or steeple. It is neither remarkable for 
any ancient architectural decorations, nor se- 
pulchral monuments. Its choir, repaired by Bi* 
shop AeAR, in I776f, is a mixture of Gotfaie 
and Italian architecture. The eastern Mdndow 
is rich, and so like the one in the Abbey of 
KiLUALLOCK, that they appear as if cast in the 
same mould: the western Mdndow was formed 
by three narrow pointed arches, which from 

* This round tower is situated in the stroot of the town, and 
^ta &Uoit distance from the western front of the ckurck; bat 
as I purpose coUecting all theiDformation I can respecting these 
singular buildings under one head, I sball say no more of this 
tower at present. 

t In tvectiog the pitseir tnm wall, at the enttancae of the 
chmr, in 1 776 ; as the workm<»n dug deep in the nave to lay the 
foundation, they discovered a row ul graves, of a sii^alar con- 
struction, con&istingof brick ceib exactly suited to the size and 
shape of the body contained in each, and one of them ended at 
the shoulders, nor were any of the skvU bones to be found with 
the body. It lalierefove net improbable, that the bead oi the 
owner may have been fixed on Cork gates in the times of turbu* 
^ence ; ae ^htf appear, from the print given tiff of that city, in 
the racata Mtljcrnia, to be full of these trophies. Cloyne MSS. 

2 
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their resemblance to that instrument, have been 
called lancets The window of the southera 
transept appears also to have been formed of 
five sunilar arches. The tombstones are very 
numerous in the cemetery, owing to the attach- 
ment which even the catholics still bear through- 
out Ireland, to these ancient churches. 

In the eastern part of the churchyard, which 
is large and well planted *, the ruins still re- 
main of a small edifice, known by the name of 
Saint Colman's Chapel; which was probably 
one of those stone oratories, or early cliurclies, 
of which specimens are still to be seen at Kil- 
LALOE, and St. DouLOUGHS, near Dublin. The 
length of it is 30 feet in the clear; its breadth 
19; and it stands east and west 

Original and authentic historical information 
is with such difficulty procured in Ireland, that 
I need make no apology to my readers for in- 
serting the following account of Clotne, 
which was given me by my friend the bishop of 
that diocese. Mn Archdale very justly and 

feelingly observes, that, ** invoh'ed in darkness 
and obscurity, in vain we search for the origin 
of our religious foundations. The improbabi- 
lities and fictions of monkish legends, are often 
our only evidences, and we are frequently oblige 

* These trees are supposed to have been planted hjBMf 
MmUct in 1730. 
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to adopt the palpable anachronisms of such 
writings, iu tiie place of authentic documents 
and chronological certainty/' 

The town of Cloynb is situated on a 
small limestone eminence, gently rising in the 
tnidst of the valley^ through which there might 
once have been a communication from Cork 
Harbour to the sea; and this eminence uaght 
have been an island surrounded by water» 
and afterwards on the water partially drvini^ 
up^ by a deep bog, and at present by rich, 
and in general, well improved meadows, to 
which the phiu tat ions about the church amd 
see house, with the round tower, appearing 
everywhere above them, give a good effect 
On this spot Saint Colman, before the year 
600^ is supposed to have founded his church ; 
and the security of it must have received no 
small addition from the circumstance of a 
cave, which is on the most elevated part of 
it, extending in various branches under ground 
to a great distance. In those unsettled and 
barbarous ages, caves of this sort were resorted 
to by the natives, on tlie first appearance of 
an enemy, and the invaders seldom being able 
to make a long stay, the wives and children 
of the peasants, and perhaps even their cattle, 
would remain in tolerable safety till the conn- 
try could asbcmbio in tlteir defence. It is 
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certain^ tbat i^laces of refuge of this sort, were 
looked upon as of so much necessity, that 

ia some of the H£Brid£s» we find artificial 
caves Gonstructed for the purpose; and when 
nature had provided one so deep and roomy 
as this, the rude inhabitants of the times, 
would as naturally graze their flocks, and 
baikl tlicir huts iii its neighbourhood, as in 
latter days, they raised their cottages under 
the shelter of a Norman castle. This idea will 
also receive confirmation from the name of the 
town, Cluaine, ^gnifying a cave in the Irish 
language.'* 

This cave is in a iield now called the Rock. 
JiinADOW, farming a part of the Bishop's de-» 
mesne, a little east of his garden wall ; and 
though having been long neglected, and the 
draina from it choked up, it is generally full' 

of water in winter ; yet there is a large arched 

passage running some hundred yards, and still 
traversed every dry summer, to another mouth 
in the shrubbery, north of It. A third, but 
amallev opening* ia also visible in the lugh 
ground above tbe pond ; a fourth, near the 
load to the commons, and these, or similar 

entrances^ being known to the first inhabit- 
ants» gave the Irish name to the whole of 
this land (which since the enclosure is pre- 
served in tbe smoU ield adjoining it) of Mo- 
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VELUSKT, or the Field of Caverns. The an- 
cient names of the neighbouring fields and 
groundS| speak the sava^eness of this place in 
former times. Knoc ita Mabuc, is the HiH 

of the Greij Dog, orlVolf, Park na Drislig, 
the Field of Briars, Mone ae Anisky, the 
Meadow of the wild Boars, &c. ftc 
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rBX)M CLOYNE TO YOUGHAL, LIS- 
MORE, FERMOY, -MALLOW, CHARL£. 
VILLE, TIPPERARY, CASHEL, KIL- 
DARE, AND DUBLIN. 



Monday 28 July. The neighbourhood of 
Cloyne not affording me a supply of post 
horses, the Bishop obligingly forwarded me to 
YouGHAL, XII MILES. Open champaign coun- 
try aod well cultivated : enclosures small, soil 
apparently very rich. Passed through the de- 
mesne of Lord Shannon, which is kept with 
greater neatness than any I have yet seen dur- 
ing my tour. The mansion is a large white 
house, with a pool of fine water on one side of 
it, and a ruined castle totally enveloped in ivy 
near it. The Village of Cahile Martyr*, with 

* Coiile Marip'f formerly Ball^ Mmiyrf was the seat of a 
blanch of the ISfz-GcroUf, called Seneschals of /imMti%, A.D. 
1420, 9th Henry V* Jamsy Earl of Desmond was constituted 

Seneschal of the Baronies of Imokilli/-, Inchiqui/i, and the town 
o( Youghal, during Vife, by JameSy Earl of Ormond, Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland. From this Earl of Desmotid, the branch of 
the Fitz-GeraldM had this title. In the year i(>63| CastU Martyr 
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its neat whitened houses adjoins the noble- 
man's seat. P^s through the village of Kil* 
LBAOH, and catch a sight of the sea, with a 
rich valley on the right leading to it. The 

descent to Youghal is rather steep^ command* 
ing a pleasing view of the Blackwatkr. Stop- 
ped at Campbell's Hotel in the principal street* 
The road from Cloyne is rough in a few parts, 
bnt on the whole tolerably good* 

♦ The Parish Church at Youghal desci ves 

Martyr was incorporated by the interest of the fint Eort of 
^ Orrery, who erected it into a borough, with the noiuination of 
the chief ma^strate, recorder, town-clerk, &c. to the Earl and his 
Iiein for ever, and vitti a privilege of sending two mcmbi rs to 
pwlitmenU ' Smith** Coftk^voL u page 

• The origin of this monesticrbuilding being iftther siiigular, 

I shall transcribe the account of it from Mr. AreMMt MomU' 
tkoH, p. 80. A monastery ^^ as fcunded at Youghal, for Francis- 
cans, in the year 1224, by Manrice Fitz Gerald, who, it is said, ^ 
eroded this house on the following occasion. Being about to 
bwld a castle in the town, and the workmen who were digging 
the foundation, on the ere of some festival, requesting a piece of 
moneys to drink his health, he directed his eldest ion to g^ve it, 
who, instead of obeying, abased the said workmen, at which 
Maurice was so concerned, that he altered hb design, and 
changed the castle into an abbey. The founder was L.ord 
Justice of Ireland, in the years 1229 and 1232 ; after which, he 
retired to this monastery, where he took on him the habit o£Si. 
Trmm; and dying the 8th of May, 1257» was interred there la 
the habit bf his order. This was the earliest foundation in Ire- 
land ior the Order of StFrandt. Tkmas, the imadion of the 
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notice. On entering the gates of the church- 
yard, a magnificent window, richly decorated 
witii tracery work, suddenly meets the eye: 
but before I describe the exterior of this 
building, I shall iiiake sonic remarks on the 
interior parts of it. The nave of the church 
has six pointed arches, supported on pilasters, 
with two transepts, and two side aisles. The 
southern transept forms a chapel, belonging to 
the Devonshire family. According to 
Smith, vol. i. p. 111. this south wing was for- 
merly called the Chauntry of our blessed Sa- 
viour. It was purchased from the mayor and 
corporation of YouGHAL,by the Earl of Cork, 
March S9, 1606, by which deed, he was not to 
molest the unci cut burials in tliis place. He re- 
paired the chapel, and in his lifetime^ erected an 
handsome monument for his family, according 
to the taste of those times, in marhle and ala- 
baster." This nobleman is here represented in 
a recumbent posture, under an arched recess, 
leaning on his left ann, habited in long robes, 
and with a ruif round his neck : on each side is 
a female figure kneeling under a niche, support- 
etl by two Ionic pillars. Underneath the EarF^ 
effigy, are small representations of his nume? 

founder, completed the building at his own expence, and dying' 
on 111026^1 May, A. 136o, was interred here; as were save* 
ral other noblemen of the house of Detnmi. 
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reus progeny ; and above it, is the effigy of his 
mother, leaning her left arm on a bible, and 

supporting her head. This tomb, which is paint- 
ed, and in the Italian style of architecture, isia 
a very bad state of preservation In the same 
chapel are the rudely sculptured effigies of 
Richard Benket, and Alis Barrt» his wife, 
the last of whom, in the annexed inscription, is 
said to have been the first foundress of it, which 
being demolished in the time of the rebellion, 
and their tomb defaced, was recdified by 
EicuARD,' Xx)rd Boyle, Baron of Youghal, 
who, to revive their memory, repaired this 
tomb, and had their figures cut in stone, placed 
thereon in the year 1619. 

In the northern transept there is an ancient 
effigy in stone, apparently of an ecclesiastic, 
resting his head upon a cushion, with a bird in 
his hands, and a lion at his feet. The sexton's 
wife, who acted as my Cicerone, toid me, that 
there was a similar figure immured under the 
staircase leading to the music gallery : there is 
also a slab tomb, decorated with a flowery cross, 
bearing date 1557; and a monument to t&e 
Uniack family, I7GI. In the same transept is 
an old Gothic font, dis%ured by gaudy paint- 

* A full dcscripiiun of this tomb, and its imchptions is ^ven 
in Smith's Uistory of Cork, vol, i. p. 11 Jl* 
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ing. The church is well pewed, and neatly 
kept. 

I-ct us now consider the exterior part of this 
building. The western doorway is of the 
pointed Order; and over it is a small trefoil niche. 
• The original windows that adorned this front 
are stopped up, and supplied by one of a more 
modem date. They were in three divisions, and 
of the liuicet shape. A little to the nortli, hut 
almost attached to the church,, is a large square 
tower, which ts now made use of as a belfry : 
a peculiarity (except in the instance of the 
round towers,) which I have not as yet met 
with, nor am able to account for* The outside 
windows of the northern transept have also 
given way to those of a more modem date, and 
have been closed up : they were of the lancet 
form, and four ia number*. The outside win- 
dows of the southern transept have shared the 

same fate: they differ materially in design from 
the opposite transept, being composed of two 
divisions, with three pointed windows in each* 
But the part of this building that will most at- 
tract the antiquary's notice, is that which is 
now in ruins, and made use of as a place of bu-^ 

* This division of archtt b rather uncommon ; nor do I recol- 
lect having seen instances of the number four heing appliod to 

winUows; three and^rc occur the most frequently. 



Digitized by 



YOUGHAL. 



101 



rial. The eastern window surpasses in good 
workmanship any I have seen in Irelan d : its 
tracery, surmounted by a Catfaarine-wjieel orna- 
ment, is very rich. On the north side of tliis 
window is a beautiful sepulchral niche, the back 
and sides of which are decorated with trefoil 
conipLiitments. On the surface of tlie wall 
above it, is an inscription in ancient cluractersi 

HIC IAC£T FLEMING. 

I am not quite clear about the christian name 
omitted, but it appears^o me to have been Guli- 

£LMVS. On the south side of this eastern window 
(under which stood the altar) are three tall, and 
one small arch ; the latter being nearest to the 
altar. I have before taken notice of similar 
arches at Adair, &c. which I suppose to have 
been confessiofials in the tinges of popery. Tlie 
distribution of the windows on the outside of this 
ruined part of the church, is very irregular, but 
they all partake of the lancet form. Between 
the eastern end of the church, and the entrance 
to the churchyard, I observed the tombstone of 
Daniel Adams, who died at the advanced age 
of one hundred and twenty-six years. 

The town of Youohal is situated under the 
eastern declivity of a steep hill, and was formerly 
flanked by a high wall and turrets extending 
along its summit, of which some mutilated frag- 
ments still remain. , It consists chietly of one 
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long street runniikg north and south, is bound* 
ed by the River Blackwater on the east, and 
by high ground on the west : it is distant about 
a mile from the ^ea, and is a bustling, cheerful 
town, being much resorted to during the sum- 
mer months, as a bathing place. The public 
rooms on the mall are pleasantly situaJted near 
the banks of the river. There is also a neat 
little theatre at the back of Campbell's Ho- 
tel*.' It is said, that the potatoe plant was 
first introduced into Ireland at this place, by 
Sib Waltee Raleigh, Who, together with to- 
bacco, brought it from Virginia; and that 
the person who planted it, imagining that the 
apples which grow upon the stalk, .were t^e 

part to be used, gathered them ; but not liking 
their taste, neglected the roots« till the ground 
beilig dug afterwards to sow some other gratUi 

* This playhouse wa» built by the landlord of the hotd, and 
IS at the end of his stable yaid. I found both house and playeia 
better than I could have Expected in so small a town. The or* 
eiettrm consisted of txo Jiddlers^ who commenced the ntght^s en« 

tertainmcnt with the popular air of Cod save the King. The 
gods Si.{XeTwaivd& ordered their own favourite airs to be placed; 
amongst which the Grinder and Black Joke^ were received with 
great applause. My antiquated female Cicenine of the morning 
(the Sexton's wife) performed the office of Orange Gni^ and the 
Clerk that of manager of the theatre* 

CampheWs Hotel is esteemed the best inn at Youghal, Viit the 
York Hotef, commanding a view of the Black-water, is preferable 
in point of situation. Each house has chaises and post horses. 
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the potatoes were discovered therein, and to 
the great surprise of the planter, vastly in- 
creased. From such a circumstance, this valua- 
ble root, which in modern times aiFords almost 
the sole sustenance of the poor in Ia£}<AND^^ 
took possession of the soil, and has ever since 
maintained its popularity. 

Tuesday S9th July. Having been strongly 
recommended to visit the Blackwater*, I 
hired a boat with four men, and taking advan- 
tage of the tide,rowedup the river toCAPPoauiN 
and LisMORE ; the distance exceeds twenty 
miles. This river, which near Youghal ex- 
pands its waters into a spacious . bason, begins 

at al^out the distance of two miles to contract 
its channel, and assume the character of a river 
instead of an sstuary. Several' vessels lay di y 
upon the shore, awaiting the return of tide to 
convey them, with their cargoes of sea sand, 
to Cappoquin. . This sand is supposed to pos- 
sess a very fertilizing quality, and is made use 

•The head of this river is in a swampy bog, near the Island 
oi Kerry, froin whence It proceeds to BlackwaterBndgc, (where 
it is still but a small stream) and thpn to Culling about six miles; 
ikfinct to Bdi^dawigtDrukmefBxid so easterly to it/a/to, where 
there is a fiiir stone bridge over it ; it then proceeds to FemM, 
where itlias a second bridge, and thus flows on, due easterly, to 
the County of IFoferfM. SnntUt Cork; vol, ii. p, 25S, where 
may be found an accouut ai its coiUiibuiory streams. 
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of for manure. Some ruins appear on an emi- 
nence to the left, which I ima{|;ine to be those of 
EiKCBEW, noted in DB.BsAUFOBT^aniap, and 
which appertained to the Knights of St. John 
of Jerusalem. At the first bend of the river» 
tl)e Castle of Temple Michael attracts the 
eye; a modern house, belonging to Mr. Smitu^ 
is attached to it^ and very happily fills up the 
centre compartment of a very pleasing land- 
scape* Adv ancing a little fui thcri a large man- 
sion house belonging to a gentleman of the 
same name and family, appears on the right; 
and a bold projecting island*, well wooded, 
and adorned with monastic ruins, occupies 
the middle of the picture : the tout ensemble 
forms a rich view, and composes well. Observe, 
on looking back, the contrast; on one side 
simple nature ; rocks clothed only with fern 
rising above the surface of the river ; on the other 

♦ This island was anciently caMed Dar-Inis, or the Island of 
St. Mulanfidt- now Molana, Upon it are the remains of an Abbey 
of Regular Canons, founded in the sixth century by that Saint, 
who was the first Abbot. Tn this abbey, Raymond U Gros, the 
BngUsh general^ who^ with Strwu^baw^ oontributed bo mucii to' 
the reductioa of Ireland^ is laid to have been buried. 

SmUIC9 Wattffi^ p, 43. 

The Island of Mohna is mentimied by Archdnle, p. 695, and 
a scries of its abbots from 50t> to 1397. On the suppression of 
the moruistcry. Queen Elizabeth granted its po^M scions to &ir 
Walter Rakigh, who assigaed tbeiu to the Earl o/ Cork, 
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side, those rocks richly decorated with wood, 
and works of art, A castle, abbey, two man- 
sion houses, a ferry*, and numerous salmon 

weirs, tend to animate the scenery ; the left 
banks of the river are finely indented and wood- 
ed. This place ts called fiAtLiN at rat. Two 
modes of fishing are adopted for taking salmon 
in the rivers of the south of Ireland, which are 
thus described by Mr. Tigke, in his Statistical 
Suf^ey of Kilktnny. The fishing- of the rivers 
is free by custom to the inhabitants of the 
shores. The country people catch salmon with 
a snap net, suspended between two cots, which 
are small boatS; flat bottomed, narrow, equal at 
both ends, and governed by paddles ; two men 
are in each boat, one of whom conducts it ; and 
when the fishers feel the net drawn, the boats 
are closed immediately t»'* 

The weirs on the Blackwatee are not (like 
those at Limerick and many other places) 
flood weirs, extending across the whole river, but 
are fished only during the latter half of the ebb. 
The wings are staked and wattled , extend through 
that part of the river where there is least cur- 
rent^ so as not to impede the navigation, and 

♦ This ferry is found very use ful, when by reason of floods and 
itorms, tliat of Yuug/ial canrot be crossed in safefy. 

t The cuiious boats, cnlled coracl43»f» well as neU^ are uied 
in a sunilar way on the Welslt men. - 
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are only as high as half the flood water, where 
they meet in an angle ; the fisherman has a seat 
elcvatcfl upon four framed posts, where he 
holds the uet, and on feeling the salmon strike, 
collects his net, and draws him into his boat. 

The next reach of the river presents a rich 
outline of wood on the left, and hills covered 
with fern on the right, closed by others still 
more loftv at a distance; the monastic remains, 
on the Island of Molana forming a pleasing 
object each way. In the next bend, the aestuary* 
widens: see Clasumoue woods on the right; 
cultivated lands on each side. The channel 
again contracts itself, and the surface of the 
waters is much enlivened by numerous cot9 
employed in catching salmoit A ruined for* 
tress (which my boatmen told me bore the 
name of Sxrancallit ^) hils up the centre of 
the scenery. It is placed on a boldly projecting 
rock, and has an outwork. From whichever 

• Mr. Grosff in iiis Antiquities of Irclandy gives a view of this 
castle^ and says, that it was formerly used by an Earl of pes- 
mtmd, as a pnson. He adds, ** there it an hole cut through the 
locfcy in the manner of a poTtcullis^ down which he cast the dead 
bodies ; and that a person^ who had the good fortune to escape 
from this dismal prison, rekted to gOTemment the horrible prab* 
tices committed there, who ordered both the cave and castle to 
bedemolbhed. The cave is laid open, and half the castle blown 
Mj^" ' ' Grosfi Ant, of JreUtiuL^o\/n»f*^7» ' 
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side you view it, either on sailing, towards it, 
or on retiring from it, it is a pleasing and im- 
posing object. The shores of the Blackwa- 
TER now become less cultivated ; wilder but 
not wooded; and the loss of Strancally is 
to be regretted. A long range of well wooded 
shore now presents itself on the left, witli Dri/- 
MORE Ferry, and vessels lying at anchor. From 
tlie inattention of its owner, a vessel slipped its 
anchorage here^and sunk. This place, where my 
boatmen a[>plicd for some refreshment, is estimat- 
ed to he eight miles from Yougual. The fine 
Hne of wood is succeeded by high sedgy banks 
on the left, between which the River Bride 
discharges its waters into the Black water. 
See Headborough upon an eminence to the ' 
left; a seat of the Smith family. On coasting 
along these uninteresting banks, the eye ts sud- 
denly and very agreeably relieved by a distant 
view of Drumana, the seat of the late Earl 
of Grandison*. The mansion house, built 
upon au eminence, and surrounded by luxu- 

* The house was built on the foundation of an anciCDt castle^ 

that was formerly (he chief seat of the Fitx Geralds of the De- 

who w<.re descended from Sir Gerald^ st'cond son to James,^ 
the seventh Eurl of Desmond^ whose family have been a Jong * 
time settled here. John, Earl of Grandison, enjoyed this estate 
in right of bis mother, Catharine Fitz Gerald, the only remaining 
hQf of that fiunily* It is very boldly utuatedl on k rock over ' 
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riant woods, appears full in view; and the eye 
anticipatea the pleasure it expects to derive 
from the contracted appearance of the channel 
through which the river seems to wind its course. 
These hopes, on a nearer view^ are not disap- 

the Biackwaier: the castle, with all its furniture, being burnt 
down by the Irish, the present house was erected. 

<SmiM'« Wateijordjp. 53. 
The Dem mentioned in the above note wore a very ancient 
and powerful clan, trom whom the Barony of Dcsies took its 
name. As their history is somewhat singular, I shall insert the 
account g^ven of them by »^m»tkt in his Hutory ^ Waterfori^ 
f, 9. " They were origjnallj planted in Megtk, and posaessed a 
large timet of country near Tcngk^ called Dedt'Tam^gk, 
From the remains of this fomily, the Barony of Dine, in the 
County of Meath, took its name. They drew their descent irom 
Fiachadh Suidhe, eldest sun to I'cdlnmd ihc LawcTjver, ^ h o was 
Supreme Monarch of Ireland, from the year 164 to the year 
174. Fiaciadk died in the lifetime of his father, and though he 
loft imue, the crown descended in the line of his younger bio* 
tlicr, to Cormae MeJrtf who began hi* teiga in 2S4. Between 
liim and Aongus^ grandson to PtocMI, who resented his exclu- 
sion from the monarchy, several severe battles were fought, and 
at length tins piiuct, with his brothers and associates, the DaUf 
were driven into ATii/w/cr, where, cither by force of arms or con- 
cession, they settled themselves, and became inhabitants of that 
' tractof country, which extended from the {liver Smr^ to the 
aea» and from Lumre to Crtdan^lkadf comprehending in a mai^ 
iiec4tUthat territory^ since called the Cowi/y of Waterfwi^ 
And they gave it the name of Denir, in memory of their settle* 
raents of th<f same name in Meath ; and from this time, Desie in 
iMcai/'i, and Desie in Mtinstcr, were called Xot th and South D^sie i 
andjh£ latter also bore the name, in Irish, of N<m Dcm^ 
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poiuted ; for, on approaching the demesne, the 
channel becomes very confined ; and the man* 
sion house rises perpendicularly from a bold 
rock completely covered with trees The 
character of the next bend of the river is rich- 
ness ; cultivated lauds, decked with trees, and 
distant mountains. The back front of Drv- 
MAWA House presents itself in a very different 
point of view, and a large extent of well wood- 
ed hill adds much to the general beauty of the 
retrospect. See on the left TuRix, a seat of tlie 
MusGRAV£ family, where a modern bouse is ap- 
parently attached to an old castle. A grand per- 
pendicular mass of limestone rock attracts the 
eye on the right. 

The town of Cappoquin now opens with the 
seat of Mr. Kane above it; a finely wooded 
dingle in front, backed by lofty mountains. 
See a ruined church on the left; flat islands, 
planted with willows. Quarries of limestone 
rock, one fine mass of which bounds the rivei* 
on the left. The Village of Cappoquin is si- 
tuated (op the right, which, combined with Mr, 
Kane's well wooded seat, and a pointed moun- 
tain beyond it, form a charming coup d'ceiL 
Pass under a wooden bridge, where the river 

* Though death has depiivcsd Drmmwa of its noble proprietor, 
this neglected, but mach to be admired spot, ti frequently visited 
by water parties from Ymtf^Mf 4^. 
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makes a sudden bend to the left : low banks on 
that side ; extensive woods on the right. The 
river DOW wiuds its course within a channel still 
more contracted, (under the demesne of Salti- 
BRiDGF, ii.luiljited by the Chearnley family, 
but formerly the scat of the MusGaAV£s) with 
fine trees feathering doM^n to the water's edge, 
though the liarniomous colouring of these lux- 
uriant woods is much injured by the chilling 
and discordant tints of the Scotch fir. On look- 
ing back, the Village of Cappoquik appears 
in a very favourable point of view ; a fine thea|;re 
of wood, and a picturesque mass of rock on the 
right. VVc now come within sight of Li smoke 
and its distant woods ; the line of bank which 
bounds the river on the Itft, is flat and scclgy; 
that on the right is good, and partially wooded. 
See an earthen work ,on an eminjerice to the 
left. Our boat being impeded in its further 
progress up the river by a lock, I took leave of 
it, and walked to Lismobe; distant about a 
mile and a half. 

Though the scenery on the Blackwatek, 
cannot by any means be compared with that on 
many of our rivers and sestuaries iu £ngland: 
either with the Wye^ in Herefohbshire^ 
with the Dart in Devonshi re, qi the Tamar 
in CoRNWAL ; I am inclined to think it can- 
not for the long continuance of twenty miles 
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be surpassed, or even rivalled, by any other 

stream in Ireland. It affords some good sub- 
jects for the portfolio, of which the most strik<^ 
ing and best adapted to the pencil, are those at 
Balinatray, Steankally, andDKUMANA; 
but ail must yield to LiSMoas. 

Various names as well as tkrivatiuiis have 
been given to Lishoee. Its modern appellation 
seems to have been taken from the fortification 
before mentioned, standing a little to the east 
of the town, and known by the name of Rou nd 
Hill ; Lis, in the Irish language, signifying a 
fort, and mor, gr^at. It bore anciently the 
name of Dunsoivnx., from Dun, a fort or 
place situated on an eminence, and sgein, a 
iiigbt, which seems to allude to the flight of St. 
Carthaoh to this place, before which it was 
named Magh-sgiath, or the Field of the 
Shield St« Cakthagu was founder and ab- 
bot of the famous Abbey of Rathent in West- 
. VEATu, where he is said to have governed 867 

* In these deiivations \\c may trace a great resemblance be- 
tween the Irish and Britiik language. lAjfMimr, in irehh, 
wottid fligpify the gnat courts or pelaoe. I>maff in 
means a fort, of which the Jruft, Dm^ and the LattHf Dunum, ^ 
ftdded to the names of many Roman towns, such as SorbuHbmum 
(Salisbury) CamiUodumm (Colchester) &c« &c. are cortainly cor- 
ruption*, 

Ysgain, in Wehh, signifies a sprinkling, OT scatter %ng, SgU^d 
also in BrUisk implies a Shield. 
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monks, for the space of forty years. The annals 
of Innisfallen record, that A. D« 6Sl, he 
was driven by King Blathmac, out of Ra- 
THENT, aod the same year founded the Abbey 
of L18MOBE ; as also a school or university, 
which was famous for its numerous professors of 
the true philosophy, and stood in a higher de- 
gree of reputation than any other seminary in 

IiiELAND*. The His tor 1(7)1 of JVatcrj ord^ says, 
'^that in his time a traveller would hardly 
take this town to have been an university, si 
bishop's see, and much less a city; instead of 
its ancient lustre, the cathedral, the castle, and 
a few tolerable houses, intermixed with cabins, 
are all that now appear 

Its appearance has not improved since the 
days of that author; and I question if the raft* 
tie has not suffered from the trowel of innova- 
tion. Smith has given the following account 
of its fouiidatiou, and various vicissitudes. 

• Concerning ihc ancitnt fame oi Lismore, a writer of the 
Life of 5^. (.art hash, has those words: " Lismorc is a famous 
and holy city, half of which is an asylum, into which no wo- 
man dares enter $>ut it is full of cells and holy monasteries : and 
religious men, in great numbers, abide there ; and thither holy 
men floCk together from all parts of Ireland, and not only from 
Ireland^ but also from England and Britain, being desirous t4 
more from thence to ChHst; and' now the city is built upon the 
banks of a river, formerly called the Ntm, hui now Atonmort, 
that is the ^reat river in the territory of tUu Nm-Dcsi, or 
Dfjifj." S?ni(/is fVaterfordy 

t StnUUs IFater/ord, p. 28* 
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•* The Castle of Lismore is said to have been 
buiit by. King Joun» and demolished by the 
Irish, in 1185, who took it by surprise. Being 
rebuilt, it was for many years the residence of 
the bishops, till Mil£& . Magrath, Arch* 
bishop of Cashel, and bishopof this see, some 
time before his resignation, in by the con- 
sent of the Dean and Chapter, granted to Sir 
Waltee Raleigh, the Manor of Lismore, 
and other lands, at the yearly rent of £l3, 6s. 
8d. This castle soon afterwards fell into the 
hands of Sir Richaud Boyle, wlio purchased 
all Sir Walter's lands. He beautihed the 
whole, and added many buildings to it, mo6t 
of which were burnt down during the Irish re- 
bellion ; at the breaking out whereof, it was 
closely besieged 1)y 5000 Irish, commanded by 
Sir Richard Belino, and was bravely de- 
fended by the young Lord Broghill, third 
son to the Earl of Cork, who, by his conduct 
and bravery, obliged the Irish to raise the 
siege \ In an apartment of this castle [which 
is n o w the property of the D l k e o f Devon- 
sHifts] the celebrated philosopher, Ro££RT 
BoTLE, was born. 
This castle is situated on a rock, rising many 

• Smith's ^^'ate^fo^d, p. 31. Many interesting particular 
of this brave young nobleman, may be collected from **BudgfU'* 

I 
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feet perpf ndicular from the River fiLf ckwa- 
T£R ; and feathered with riph wood feom \t» 
sumqiit to tl)e water'« ed^e : ia ev^ry p(A||( qf 
view it present^ itself j|s ^ bolcl and in>p09in|^ 

object, and affords the best subject for the 
pencil of i^iji^y I have yet &eeq dii^rii)|; 

my tpur: a bancboiDe atone bridgei hwU by 
the Du^E of Devonshire, contributes much 
to |h^ gciattral eSi^c% oi thi& pl^ii>9 l %n 4gc j mi^ 
The ruins are both iiha^kas ^ff^ gis^i^eU^^ 
be^rin^ le^s tbe appearwcci of a pastle, than 
of ftn ^titiqi^ate^ aia,94iw^ hi^Jim* I have seqfi 

no situation where the want of %l{(d formtr is 
more to be regr^ued by tJlj^e. aiti&t« At a short 
distance from t;h/8 ca,|l^e» up the xiv^r, i» a flMr 

mon wcLi , which, like the generality of tbjO^ 
ii^ liiELAND, ^ v^ry productive. 

The iiarish church, in fo^ei ti^^i 

.<;ouId h^ve boasted of its episcopal bpnours, is 
§eated^ on a hill oppoailj^ th^ 9aj»tlf« ao4 «ft w<^ 
ai the tpwn apd tsastle, h^suflfered maiijf ^i^i^r 
llitvkdes. In the years and 8gO, tfa^.tqj^p. 

piil^ge4 and ^ipQiM* in 9Al ijt wm^VMV^ 
jsacked by the Dane3>whpin rep^iitf^ tb^ 
ravages, and depopulated the tpwn. 

In thf year 91 4 tbe sfun^. p«^ple plundered 

the abbey, and in 915 renewed their depreda- 
tipti.s. In 978, the to.wn,i^nd church were jy^^A^ 
dered by tbe Ossorians ; and in 1095^ th^ 
former was destxoy^U by ^ acci^fintaJl fice» hi 
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111-6 the town and abbey were again destroyeif 
by 4EI general cattiagratioii; andin IX^d^they sufn 
fimd^e Bamedisastrotts^laniity* InltST^luin^ 
MOKE again fell a sacrifice to fire. In 1 178, it wasr 
ptaftdered •asid s^t on* firrby the English forces )f 
Md to emtipkte* tike alinott unparalfelied! ftit^ 
tune of this city, an acciden^^al fire, in 1£07» 
wboHy etoMuned it^ togeAcrWilrh' dm^rto^' 

Such is tile account transmitted to us by Mi?i!^ 
A&coilA^E, ia his Monastkoni w))o has also, 
given a seiiet of its bishc^ ftom tbo year ^ 
to 1207.* ^ 
9Mai the ftw reiaaias Ikai at present exisf^ 
of its ancient workmsnsM^, v^e niay perceive 
lhatit was executed' in a good &tyle ofarchi- 
tectuioi Ibe eaatent witxiow '^as coaiposed <l6 
&ree narrow compartments, half of which aM 
mow cut ofi' by ^xiltalian altar. On the south-siite 
of tiie-altttr are tfarM other pointed windd^ f 
and two on the northern side, with a eonfinua- 
tioii of t^fee more in the same uniform style.; 
l%e* choir 'beaflb^ the externid appeatafice of* a; 
cathedral^ in its throne, stalls, and pulpit; I 
wtJfi the appearance onfy ;* as it was'anneated ixi 
Wf9t6 rf- WATEaroiiD in the year 1*99$^ «^ 
that (he name only of its former dignity now 
fwahis^ ^'^Stttiitmhnsumira.^ It hiia naine^ 

two transepts, and a choir: one large round 
arch, aiod l^wo pointed on^qfi^ sepftrate. the nave 
from the choiri which has asa organ. ItcoiK 



tains some neat and rimpte tablets, with appro' 
griate inscriptioas to the memory of the Mus- 
aitAvx and Cuearvlbt familiea, of Saw^ 
bridge; but I could discover only one an- 
tique too^bstone, whicb forms, part of tbe pave- 
rnent bi the nave, and appeaia to €OaMMmoimte 
some bishop. Tli€ stone is decorated ^ with » 
flowery cro9S» wbich divides it into two com-' 
partmenta. On ^be left aide^ is the figure <lf ar 
bishop praying : on the opposite side, our Sa- 
TiottT bound with cords; the motto of £cce 
Homo at his head, and inri. at his feet: aboy€( 
each of the hgures is an escuteheon of arins** 
Thia fofmed tbe table of tomb^ and twa» 

other stones, corresponding in size, and placecl 

in the pavemei^ alongside k| formed the 
tm^ aides of the tomb* The one repreaenta aix 

of the Apostles in a row, with three sainls, of 
which I could only decypber the nan^s of S^* 
Catharine and St. Patrick* The oth^ re- 
presents the rest of the Apostles^ with our Saviour 
on the ccoasy and a figere on each aide of |iitB« 
The whole are sculptured in has relief, on a 
blue stone: the names of the Apostles 
Saints are- affixed to each ; and die edge of the. 

tombstone bears an inscription in old charac- 
ters, hut j&aiiicientiy perfect to be deeyphcraL 

9 XJiese Misr. would aiatfiaia.to mtoi mm^ tiaMj^mk 
wsf «rectedy m wiU mits dale*' 
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The churchyard is thickly shaded with trees, 
and like the generality of those in Ireland, 
crowded with gravesUmes, and badly taken 
care of. » 

A canal of communication has been cut from 
the river to some large storehouses, lately erect* 
edbythc Duke of Devonshire; but hitherto 
little use has been madeof either. A new inn alio 
has been built by the same noble proprietor/ 
but on too large a scale for a town where there 
is no trade, and but little travelling. Oppoaite 
to it is a handsume building, which serves the 
different purposes of sessions, market house, and 
gaol. 

Wednesday 30th July. From Lismorje: 
to f£aMOY XV MiL£s, and to Mai«x«ow xv 
more. Aridhcenntry, cultivated high up the 
hills. Pass by Castle Richard on the right,, 
and descend to the hanks of the BLACKWATXBy 
ahoi^six miles from Fermot; See Macollop, 
with a ruined castle in the vale near the riv^r, 
backed by fine orchards Skirt the vale for 
sometime; strong crops of com, neglected pas- 
tures: the banks of the river appear flat and 
umnteieating. Before I reached Fe&mot, rob< 
served two ruined castles on the right, which 

I 

• I ijiul that this castle belonged formerly to the powerful hi* 
mily of the Earh of Desmond, one oi wliom, JomSf th^ Stxtntk 
£»rlf diied Uiere in i4(i2. 



U9 rMM9¥. 

-t 

I .fvppdsd ate 'tb6ie ^^'OAUtlOKABRidK and 

laeiiAW^ mentioned ia tbe i/itr^ page 

. like tOMrn of f EBtioT bm mdlBtffoiM>bmt» 

deiable alterations and improvements, since 
Mj:..SM.aurii.wrote his Ui$tory qf Cork. A mg- 

towj], a spacious and commodious inn*, a 
•qtiane. -.and atre^ bavc boea uddod^ 'idi .tile 
IROrk <Kf Qiia ijiirited'kidividiial, Mr. Aif^te* 
iOK. Xbt3 town is.jseated on tl>e banks of Ibe 
'Bstftt •BLAi:siVA.wii» Mer ai^luafa iheit aa a 
biidgtof 19a:rcbes; built (according to Mr. 
Smith) in tlie year at tbe expcnae of 

^7500. 

LeavioLi; Fer-moy, the river agaia makes its 
appearance, flowing in a sexfieatme course on 

tfaa kfty ben^adi the elevated tcmc6 of the 
rddd. Castle Htde, the seat of a family of 
tbosafn&iuuiiie.t^ wisll hooded, mU k^fV^ni 

- . - • » - > - 

•The landlord of this inn (Shthan) has pniited the pricei 
he charges for post horses to their difierent stages : aa usefui bint 
to travellers in a country where all charges m this line are inad« 
Ubitumf aad are not regulated by th% mile, but by the job* 
i- A gehttemaa of this family, Sir Arihnr ifjMfr, iMs iaade a 
KMlItt BatMeAf, fay <IiiMi jfittuMi, Akr'liii^iiUaat iNhiitaiv 

by the Invincible Armada* Her majesty ftfterwaitii gnmted btm 
iHiar 6000 acres of land in this county, which canie to th« 
crotva by the attainder of Geraid, Earl Desmond. 

SmitA'0 Oifkf veL Lp. 
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wdl hidden from the eye of the passenger by & 
high waU, that fiurroundft the demesne ^ On 
lookib^ back, ikt tifi^ ruinl bf & ^Uafe tower, 
which I imagine to be Cr£g Castle, built by the 
Roches ; a circular earthen work, with It iMf/- 
turn and foss^ cloafe td the road on the rigfit ; ft 
ruined church, with a vault on the same side, 
and a rich vale with wood on the left 

The village of BAtLYflOOLY, on thefitACK-' 
Water, would bav6 afforded some good sub- 
jects for my pencil, but a violent and incessant 

rain cotifined me to my carriage. Here are the 
remains of a castle, which belonged formerly 
to the RocRii family, and on their forftiture, 
came to Sia Richard Aldworth. Crossed 
the Rivet AwBto, leaving Castle-town 
RocHB at a little distance to the right f, £n- 

* My friends who had pointed out to me this tour on the 
^lacktcaiery had unfortunately forgotten to apprize me of these 
Iremeadous barhcadoes, and that the shores of the river could 
only be iecn by an eqwtUrian or pedes fnan tr^veUer* 

Mr. Smiik mcntioDta ciiilotts Dniidical noniinent or cronu 
kcli, eaUed £0^4%, on t&enAMi liom Ftrmoy to QhHipmr^ 
and a mile firom the latter, due cast. Vol n. page 4l6. 

t By the mistake of my postillion, I avoided this viUage,wliieh 
has been represented as situated in a deep und picturesque glen, 
and bearing the remains of an ancient castle, belonging to the 
RocAeSf Lords of Fermoy, which they forfeited : of which trans- 
acdon, Mr. Smith gives the following]scooimt : This family was 
^ atttinted and outlawed, Ibr beiag coBcenied ia the Irish xMr 
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closures with hedges of £urze» and miserable 
cottages ; orchards still continue. Strong crops 

of wheat. See spme ruins on the left ; descend 
to the Blackwatse ; fine groireof trees in the 
vale beneath; a large gentleman's seat upon 
high ground across the river, well wooded; in a 
field to the rights I observed a circular earthen 

work: and in the same field beyond it I saw 
(as I thought) some large upright stones ; and 
another circular work in a field further on. I 
rested for the night at Mallow, and found to- 
lerable accommodations at the Ni^w Ink* 

I am just interrupted by a busy hum in the 
streets, an immense crowd following the mourn-* 
ful bier of a departed soldier. Cap,, swQrd,^ aod 
belt, lying on thccoffin. Soldiers with arms re^ 
ver^d. Music playing the 104th psalm; an 

lion of 1641, and lost their estate; though Mamricfy Lord Roche, 
who w«s the forfeiting penon, had a regimoit in FiaiuUn, mod 
gave Kwg Ciorfef Stamd a considerable part of his pay, * 
during the exile of that prince; for which» and other services, he 

expected, upon the Restoration, to have his lands restored, and 
pclitioued iho king for that purpose, being then in a very poor, 
way ; but that prince did nothing more than aiiow a small 
pension to the family. The Earl of Orrer^t in I667, recom- 
mended this nobleman to the Duke if Onumd, saying, It is a 
greef to. me to see a nobleman of so ancient a family, left with- 
out any maintenance ; and being able to do no move than I 
have done» I could not deny to do for htm what I could do^ to 
lament his lamentable state to your grace.** 

Smitiis Cork, vol. i. ^. 338. 
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iiFeeting sight : hei^rd ^the voHm fired over his 
grave. Music returns, playing a more cheerful 
tune- 

The town of Mallow is pleasantly sttuatel 

on the north banks of the Black wateb, over 
wbiph there is a bridge of several arches : on 
the same side of the river, and immediately ad- 
joining the town, is the rich and well wooded 
demesne of the Jephsov family, in which are 

.considerable ruins of an old castle. Smith in- 
forms us, that its name was Castle Gak, or 
the Shorty Castk^ and records the following 
anecdote connected with its history. In the 
year l64^1-£. Lord MouNTGAieuiST. marched 
with the Irish forces to Mallow. The 96utk 
castle was then committed by its owner, Cap- 
tain ^BPHSON| to the charge of A&TkU R Bet-^ 
TEswoBTH ; and the north castle (the one I am 
now. speaking of) was bravely defended by 
Lieutenant Richard WiLLiAUSoir, but was 

at length obliged to capitulate. 

After the surrender of Short Castle, Wil- 
li axsoit went into a puUic house, withMn6 
of his men, and a few of the Irish, to drink ; 
hehad not »te long, whea an Irish officer en. 
tered the room, with another man, who laid 
down a block, and a large broad sword ; wlych 
ajiparatus startling Williamson, he asked, 
what they were for? and was answered, to 
strike ofi his and his mens beads:*' which was 
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no sooner spoke, but WrtLl amson snatched up 
the sword ; with his left baud took hold of the 
Irish officer by the hair, and drew him to^thie 
Very walls of the other castle, not far distant, 
where be gav^ hlin some kicks, atid letting him 
entered the eastle with his men. ViLi. 
p, Mallow consists principally of one 

long ftWeeti and is miklh resorted to by dompa* 
paay in the summer nHiiitbS) ftsr the bl^efit of 
ks medicinal springs, and the enjoyment of its 
pleaaut natural »ititatiMi« 

TnuasDAY 51st JtJLT. From Mallow to 
Ckaklevillem^y uihhSi Open country, furze 
Itodgesy extensile vietr, &nd drearjr mounUdnft 
covered with heath on the right. I passed close 
to the ruins of Ballybso Abbey on the left,sur- 
Founded by a^ miserable village, and presenting 
nothing interesting in their outline though the 
fiiigments still imaining seem td indicate a 
bniidingof some importance. Itence posicftoeda 
most curious equestrian statue, in brass, of its 
ibnnder, ¥uw9 db BARltt. 

At a short cKsttiice from heMe^ and traversed 
by the public toad, is ButiEtANT, another 
mean Tillage, but hrgtt than the forMr. This 

PkiSp de lUarri fbnnMl a fnidrj htrt for rcgjdHr tmmoi^ 
following the rule of *SV. Augustiriy and titUicated it to St, 
Thomas, the favourite Saint of that age; he endowed it in the 
year 1229) in remembrance of which, his equestrian statue in 
hnmvm tiecced iorlkeckuKii. JbrdMi^f, i6i 
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merits the atteatioa of the traveller. Its cQti- 
iDM pr«mit sMtttjr Tim6» of wbidh dMM 
the abbey are the most conspicuous. Its nama 
is said to have beeo derived from a word girea 
m«iMittle ibught near dm places hj Batw 
DE Barri, who here overthrew the Mac- 
Cjt&TT«, aDd cried out '^ Boutezcn tmsmi^^ or 
push fommrd^ which is at present the motto of 
the BAB&TMoaE family, who take the title of 
Vtacount fhuni this place. The fimndatioii of 
the abbey is generally attributed to David de 
BAaiCiy ia the reign of Kino £i>wAaD thb 
fittsT, who lies iatmiied in .the 6hotr*!» ItS'air 
habitants were conventual Franciscans. 

**'Mr. AnilMe expresses some doubt aboiit the period of tli^ 
fouudatioii of this abbej, wliicb is generally attributed to Daiid 
de Barri, A. D. I29O. He thinks that an eaiiicr date should be 
assijOed to it, as he finds that fl^iliiofn de Bam, ia the year 
1273| granted the whole church of Cathmdufgan to the Prior ^ 
Biftteomi. He adds, iktA some m of opinioa, that this house 
owed its origin to one of the ftmily of Frtmiergatt: hvX the 
Mgiamwii^ lha Btwygt heing ia<tJai€eadB of the«l»i%CQii> 
Sfais CO them the honour of thisfoaiidation. 

IVUitani de Barri, the ancestor of this family, was first settled 
at M^^rhcer in remhntkeihu-e. Hemarned /ti«g/mra<^, daughter 
of Nest J who wig daughter of the illustrious Rhyt ap Grufydf 
Mmoiiti &emtk Walei^ and liMr to Mobvri FU^t-JSt^^km^ and 
MoiaiMpQmii. 9hp M ionreeMb •Hoof whom was tbe ifetl 
hMiSa-OfralAiv AaiTH ooaHMnly -oiiUed Ctuubftttiff tsr tW 
Wdtkmrn, Raibert, the ddest ton, moeompanied F&»'SUpAm 
into Xrefaiady in 116$, and was of gie&t &ci vice u> that chieftain 
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The remains of this abbey testify its ancient 
grandeur and good archi tecture, dtiTering in some 
paiticalars fit>ni any I have seen daring my 
tour. The round arches, supporting the turret, 
are particularly elegant, bdng encircled in their 
whole outline by taper columns, diWded by 
bands into ditlcrent compartments : the same 
style of . ornament decorates the windows* In 
the southern transept, is a handsome trefoil 
tomb; and both withm the walls of the church 
mnd its precincts, are many inscriptions, some of 
which are old. Mr. Archdale says, that 
about the middle of the last century, the tol- 
lowing inscription was visible on an ancient 
stone in the wall of the chapter house, 

raiUPPE 0£ LA CHAPPELLB GIST ICI^ 

DIEU DE SON ALME AY M£RCY. 

•• • • ■ 

He also adds, that the walls of this monasterr 

in the retfafctlon <»f IFetfML If we may eredit tbeaccouaififaB 
of him hy hU biothcr, in his Jtilemta expugtHUOfp, he 
n kiffght oif to distinguished and nnriable n cherlieler, that he 

was honoured with the title of Barn Mav:r, or Barri the Great : 
from fi-^hom it \va? continued in the family of Barrpnore. Be- 
ing killed at Lismoref about the }oar 1185, his brother PMHf 
dt Barri f came over with a select body oC men, to Assist his uncle 
StirStfpkmf end Ri^fmrnid le GrM, and to him is attrib«ted th» 
cttdowment of the Friary ^Balfykeg^ in 

S 
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urtre 6aely painted in fresco. The area of tho 

diurcb ts crowded with iombstou£s» and cbickly 
•tieifed .with fragments. of coffins^ ixmes^ a&d 
skulls. I have-before had occasion to remark 
ibis irreligious indecency, and in no place I 
have seen so little reverence paid to the deadi 
for here you may see coffins with skeletons ex- 
posed to public sight through the apertures of 
the stone ; and cof&ns taken up unperished, to 
make room for fresh interments. The scene 
which presented itself to me, on entering tihese 
hallowed walls, struck me most forcibly ; it was 
truly impressive^ and all was in character; 
sknllsy honesy and coiBnSy thick around me ; 
the Sexton digging a fresh grave, and a hoary 
old man kneeling before the altar, with bis ro* 
fory and cross in his hand, bewailing the loss 
of some dear rehrtive, whose grave was at that 
• tune piepariag to receive hjftn, and whose cof« 
fin lay hard by. 

Under this abbey was a crypt, which is still 
aoocssible from die east, on vhidi side runs a 

rapid stream. Many good subjects may be iiere 
found tor the pencil, both within and without 
tiie walls of the monastery. On the N. West 
^Jideof the church, stands a ruined tower, called 
Cuusir, and. said to have-been erected by an 
£AaL of DxavoND, who retired thither, Ifn 
Smith informs us, that two other churches 
•tood in the same cburchjard ; the one dedir 



I 5L6 kilcolmax* 

•«ted'to Sti BaiDOXT, tbeoAtfrto the ¥i««nr 

liLuftiT'; and tlitt the whole town seemed for« 
Mf iy lo haye been m eweaimage of clmicbet 
and niigtdut honscey whteh* being dSaeelned^ 
the town consequeutly weat^ with them, to 

** The levelled tuwn with uccds lies covered o'er, 
The hollow winds ihrougb tmkfs4 temples rovm 
Round biokea columns clasping ivy twin'd, 
O'er heap* of ruins »talk'4 the stately hind ; 
' Yhe obscene to gaping tomteretfKiy 
. Mai Mvufs bowHiig|i.flU lho.tnc»wl qriimJ^ . 

PoFK* Wjf^dfotr, Finest f 

4 

* 

The dbove lines of Pon havehamneel 
appiopriately appiied tu Butte vAitZj^ £»n » 
aioie deserti and melluicho^rviilagie.caiiaotlii 

sceu, or more fallen from- its ancient state of. 
opulence and. mpnastick grandeur., it. was. 
called, in ecclesiastical books, fiom*iK aall 
by the Irish, and our poet Spenser, Kiln emul* 
mAimt; slttipflefiuicts:U5ere autroiittded by atwaU 
Md gateways^ and it enjof ad the piifilq^ gfi. 
an ancient aorporatiaa«. 

. IBHm.. die itiapnyeiiienogr atiendhig ai chaiae 
anK post hocses, I could not; visit an intiBresting 
a&d^dassiGai spot, not far distast fcom mjt load^ 
BbXLCOjjfiaJi, liHR residence- of ms poatSMKfl 

ffiER, wh^re he composed his poem ot the Fairy 

Uinem.,. Aft aome iutiuQe tiaveUfii^ vitkhoixai 
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Und Ie|$u^ B,t biscoipinaii4> niay detiroM of 
visiting this spot, I sh^il ti^^pscribe the account 
v^uch Mr. Skith bat giv^^ of it in his HUiory 
qfCork, vol. i. p. 333. Two miles N.W. of 
O^xERAiLfi, is KiLcox.MAN» ft Hikied castle 
of the Earls of Desuonp^ but more oeiebntv 
ed for being the residence of the immortal 
Spsiisi^R) where be oomposed diviae pomi^ 
the Fairy 0fte€n. The castle is now almost le* 
vel to the ground, and was situated on tlie N. 
side of a fine Isike,^ in the i^idst of a vaat plaioi 
terminated to the east, by the County of Wa- 
TSRFOED mountains : Ballyhowra hills to the 
not il^ oi^ an SpKif SM t^srma thdm, the Mouth 

tains of Male : Naole mountains to the south, 

m(9>W^yM>» 9£ K^RRT to the west. It 
qpmi^andei a \im of aboire bsilf the breadtk of 
Ij|^]^4K0, and m.uil:h^Ye been, when the adja* 
cent uplands were wooded, a most pleasant and 
iomintic sftualion; firoiin whence, no doubt, 
Sp£HS£& drew several parts of the scenery of 
bis poem. 

'In July, 1580, Arthur, Lord Grey op 
Wj[X.T0X9, wi^no^^iaated.to the Lieutenancy «f 
(r^lahDi and Svsirsnn was appointed his se- 
cretary. To the interest of this nobleman, 
and the patronage of I^oan Leicrster ^utd^lik 
Phh,ip Sidney, Spehsrr probably ow^ tbe: 
|sai^ firom Q^EEif £li2AB£th of above t^rep' 
thousand acres of 1mA hi tiie Cmskty of CorK|* 
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KILCOLHJiVi 



out of the forfeited lands of the Eabl of 

KOND*. In this retreat, Spenser contracted 
an intimacy with the celebrated Sie Walteb 
Rauigh^ whom he describes as sitting beside 
him on the banks of the MuLi^^or Avbbq^ lis* 
tentng to his musick. 

a 4 

" And, when he heard the mu^icke which I made. 

He found himaelfe full greatly plcas'd at it : 

Yety emultng my pi|»e, he tooke ia bond 

My pipe^ before thmt flomaled of maay. 

And plaid thereon: (for well that skill lie €on*3 s) 

Hinitelle as skiUfall in that art as any*" - 

. His Biographer (Mr» Toop) tells us, that'in 

the year 1594, be was united in marriage to his 
Rosalind, whose beauty and aocomplishments 
he had celebrated in numerous sonnets; that in 

1597, he returned fr oin g lan £>, with the ex- 

The forfeited estitte of this potlrerfol£arli ia said.by hislo^ 
rtans to have exceeded five himdred thousand acres: of which 
the celebrated Snr WaUer Baleigif who by his activity, bad 
greatly contributed to suppress the rebellion of Deitnmd, re> 

ceived a considerable portion amounting to twelve thousand 
acres. TodcTs Life of Spenser, T. i. p. 62. 

. AToiyifW, in his Itinerary ^ says^ that the lands of the Earl 
Jhmond amounted, in English measttre, to 574!63Sacr^whidi,. 
upon his attainder, fell tp the crown. Some part was lettored 
to the offenders, and the rest was divided into seignories, gimnied 
by l^tbib^atent to certain English knights and esquires, who, 
upon this gift, and the conditions whercunto they weie tied^ 
had the common name of Undertaken, ' \ 
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CHAaL£yiLL£« 1£9 

p'edt^tion of passing the remainder of his days 
witib his family at Kilcolma^* In September, 
1 598, hfe was recommended by QueenELiz ABETH 
as a lit person to serve the office of Sheriff for the 
County of Cork ; but in the next mbnth, the 
rebellion of the treacherous Tyrone burst forth 
with irresistible fury, and occasioned the imme- 
diate flight Sp£K8£R and his family from 
KiLCOLMAN. In the confusion attending this 
calamity, one of his children appears to have 
been left behind. The rebels, after carrying oflF 
the goods, burnt the house, and this infant in 
it Spenser arrived in England, with a heart 
broked in consequence of these misfortunes, 
and died in the month of January following. 
Todd's Life of Spenser, Tom. I. p. cxxix. 

O early lost» what tears tlie river shed { 

His drooping swans on ev'rynote expire, 

Aud OQ his willows hung each rousc'i> l^te," Pops. 

Cbntinaing my journey, I crossed a ps^rt of 
the Ba llyhoora bills, (which from their eleva- 
tion hardly deserve the name of mountains) 
where an extensive prospect of uninteresting 
country, terminated by the GAULir moun- 
tains, presents itself. 

Charleville. The fracture of a spring con* 
fined mc to this dull town for the remainder of 
the day. Its appearance in former times, when 
honoured with the residence of the £ari.s of 
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Mr.SjiiTH I&baii extract tfie following accQJiipyt 
U: Ci«AR^«yj[Mfi# b^ordcalkd &4<tiKO0f 
OAV, a corporation erected 9^ the expe^ot 
auad eAiX>uj^agf;iuf at of IIox^ee, the $<KSt £41^1) 
ov OR»i$i^!ry Loird Pr«fti4«»t of MuNsorKR; wha 
h^re kept his residential, and adorned the 
towa with a inagni%e^t hoii«^f^ to which be 
a(i4ed nobb; gardens md. a fine park. 

This house was hunildown in the year I69O, 
by a party Qf King Ja3I£&'s soldiers^ with the 
Du^E or QiiawicK at their hmdt who, afte? 
he had dined in it, left it io a flame; which 
bad t^iisfu^tbac aggravating circuinfttaace>tbftl» 
at the time of its beiog demolished, it belonged 
to LioiiEL, thegrandsou of the iiobieman who. 
built it, who was then a minor, and upon his 

* Xbcre are two inns at CiariepUle^ nearly oppou^ to each 
other, with post hones; the Duke of York on the left, the Jlltfi* 
fary Hotel on the right 1 the latter of which appeals- the hest, 

though 1 stopped at llic former. 

fThe foiindotion of this house was laid on the 2f)lh of May, 
1661. His h)rdship, in a letter to the Duke of Ormandf l662, sa^s, 
** That he hopes, by hie grace's favour, to get it mads a borough^ 
and hav»it hear U^e mima of dprfny/ipi u, heiag |iow ctiM hgr 
the heathenish name of Rathgogwt**' Hit loalship.addm ^ I admii 
, neither presbyter, papist, indepepdent,.nor« as our proclamalion 
says, any other ^rt of fanatfck, to plant there, but all good 
protestants; and am setting up manufactures of imeiis aud 
wooilca 9ioths, and aUi oyiergood trades.'* 
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travels into foreign kingdoms; yet> a$>he waa 
a protestant, and clescended from aoceatota wba 
Iiad b^ti firm and faithful in that persuasion, 
bi$ hou^y his library, his. papm^ and ail hia 
good% were, piously demt^ to tbe.flam^i 
** Tantum religio potuif 

FaiDAT 1 August. From Chableville to 
TtPVSEART xsi Af iLEB. I passed tlueugh one 
of the old city gates of Kilmallock, and cast 
a longing eye on its interesting ruins. Rich 
and level country, cultiyated with here*, flax» 
apd potatoes^ spotted oco^ionally with.g^ntkr 
men's Beats. I adopt the word spottedf because » 
from the small plantations of trees with which 
tbey are. usi^i^lly surrounded^ they appear like 
80 many green spots on a sur&ce otherwise des- 
titute of foliage. See on the rights a square 
tower with projections at the top» tolerably 
perfect; a cemetery on the left^ and close to 
it an earthen tumulus, T baited my horses and 
breakfasted at the little village of Elton, near 
wbich is a well wooded seat of the Gradt fa- 
mily. The population of this district seems- 
gfeati if I may judge from the numerous cot* 
(ages dispersed over it ; but they still bear the 
same miserable, appearaut^e and construction^ 
The lofty range of the GAULTT-moontains pce*^ 

* Bev it a ipsciw of btardcd Gm» of tfm baiky kind, bulr 
grows ttPODgw and coarser, at^d iip«w sooner than dtUw whtU 

or barley. 



tfents a rndely broken outline on the riglit*. On 
leaving Elton, see an csixthQn tumulus on the 
left, and beyond it| apparently another of u 
flatter construction. Same style of country, 
neglected pastures, and disgusting lioveb. A 
church in ruins upon an eminence to the right* 

* Mt» Young, in his To^r^ (Fol. i>.p,62^ gives a very ani- 
mated account of this range of mountains, and stroi^l^ recom- 
mends them to the traveller's attention, in the following woids: 
"Those who afefottd of scenes in wHcb nature reigns in all bait 
wfld magnificence; shduld visit this stupendous chain. It coih> 
srsts of many vast mountains, thrown together in an asserobhi^ 
of the most inttTCbting features; from boldness and height of the 
declivities, freedom of outline, and variety of parts ; filling a 
space of about six miles by three or four. Galt^mort h the 
highest point, and rises like the lord and father of the si^round- 
ing progeny. From the top you look dowq upon a greiit extent 
of mouataia, wUch shelves avay fram him to thix south, flust, 
and west ; but to the noifth, the ridge is almost a perpendicular 
declivity." There are several lakes on these mountains, which, 
iVom their regular and circular shape, iiic supposed to have 
been produced by volcanic matter. The glens also diverging 
from these mountains, contain many natural beauties, particuf 
larly the western one, which presents a fine cascade. Mr. Koai^ ^ 
concludes bis description of this district^ by recommending tho 
following route to those whose curiosity may induce them ta 
follow his steps. " A good Hue in which to vieiv these objects, . 
is to take the Killarney arrd Mdfkrvi roflcf, to MitehtUttmti, and 
from thi^ncc hy Lord Ktngsbarough's new une, to S keheenrinkyf 
there to tuke uikc of the glens to Galfy-btg and Gait if -more y and 
return to MiUhdsiown by the IVolJ's Track, Tauylekill, mid the 
Waterfall ; or if the Cork road is travelling, to make Ballyporeen^ 
'(where there la an exceUtnt. inn) the quarten, and viaw Iht. 
mountmnr from thence* 
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TIPPEBARY. 



{Qtfere. Is it not built within an earthen enclo* 
«ure? tbe rain prevented my viewing it.] Close 

to the toad side, on the left, are the ruins of a 
iipacious mansioif, called Daher's Court, the 
seat' of the Damer family, the head of which 
now bears tiie title of Dorchester. The roof 
of the adjoining chapel is falling in, and shortly 
will follow the fate of the iK-ighbouriug* man- 
sion house. In a field close to the road side on 
the right, I observed a large stone, with some 
smaller near it, which appeared to me to bear 
the marks of a mined Cromlech; but a violent 
rain stili confined me within my carnage. I 
uiention these little particularities, as hints to 
travellers, who may have letsure and fine wea- 
ther to examine if my suppositions are well 
founded* In travelling through a new country, 
the eye should ever be upon the watch : its 
soil,. pi-,od lice, character, all should be cxaiiiiiicd ; 
and by the. artist, every ef&ct of light and 
shade; nay every stone, weed, or wall, may 
bear its pioportionate degree of interest. Per- 
haps- on no one occasion do the love and know- 
ledge of drawing and painting, contribute so 
much to the amusement of those who cultivate 
them, as in travelling through a dreary country, 
•unvaried by the beautiful irregularities and dew 
coratioiis of nature ; for even there the eye of 
i^cience will discover some latent beauties, some 
harmonious tints,some striking eliec ts of nature^ 
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'1 was detained at Tippebary some hoftra 
ibr want of horses, and was at last obliged to 
continue my journey to Cash el with the 
lame, x miles ^« The town of TxPF£&AaT 
constats of one long street ; and I tionld not 

'learn tliat it contained any objects worthy of 
the strangers notice; nor is ityl believe, de» 
scribed in the /ter. The country in its keig]^ 
bourhood improves somewhat, is better culti- 
vated, and has more hedges, ^ee on the right 
a large nised'fttmuiuSy with an attadied ont* 
work. Thomas-town is in the same direction ; 
the seat of Loed Llaki^aff^ sunfoundri hy ex» 
tensive plantations: seeanurteryforiorest trees: 
Happy would it be for Ireland, if they were 
more frequent I On the left, are the* ruins of a 
tower within a gentleman's demesne. Cross the 
£jver SuiE at tlie viUage of Goolden, where 
a round tower (but not one of the lofty species) 
composes well with the brids^e, l iv er, &c. and 
forms a good subject for the pencil. Another 
gentleman's seat on the left. The Rock of 
Cashel opens to view ; and bad cultivation 
reappears. At the Cattle Inn (Kitall's)! 
found good accommodations. 

Cashel. The antiquary, the historian, and 
the artist, will experience a' rich treat in view** 

^The Km^9 i^nw Jim, (Itof^ at the eiul of the tOlTOib 
ibe b^st inn* 
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ing the ecoleslastical remains that still crown 
the Rock pr Cmhul. A time roofed chape^i ' 

a ro 111 id tovvti, and a spack>us cjtthedral, com- 
pose tliis varied and infterestiiig group of tmild- 
ings. The former most (particularly claims our 
attention, l)eiug of a singular construction, and 
the > lies t preserved edifice of the sort in Ir£«» 
LAK0; it 4mn also a<date of very high aiiti«> 
quity ; its fouudation being almost universally 
attributed to CohtMaCi son of CulikaNi King 
of MinrBTfiR, and Archbishop of Gash el, irbor 
flourished at the beginning of the tenth cen- 
tury We have to regret^ that Mr. Ar€hi»alI:/ 
in his Manastieon, has passed over this building 
in total silence ; and -also that he has said so 
little respecting the more '-modern cathedral^ 

Df. LEDWiCHhas published a dissertation on tlie 
Stone rooted chapels of the ancient Irish, with 
apartieular 4CC0ttnt<if ..CpRUAC's.Chapely and 
a plan and section-, which do not give a just 
idea of it; the perspective being iaUe, and 
making it appear of larger dimensions than in 
reality it is. Spe^iking of Co&mac, he says, 
that Irish lomsntic .hiafbory tells us, that lie 
ivEis descended from OLiiioxHOi.'OM, King of 

* To Cormact arc attributed two litcraxy compositions; the 
fdaler afCatikely and a GUtuary : the former is often mentioned 
and extolled by Irish sKfiquarin, though ito present existence 
istny donbtful : a part Is said to have been preserved in the 
Bodldsn Uhraty at Oxford, 



MuNSTEE, of the EuGENiAN racc, and that he 
vfBB proclaimed King of Ca'shel A.D. 90Sf ac«. 
o^rding to the annals of Iknisfallen, exer*. 
cising at the same time the archiepiscopal func- 
tions. That in 906, be was suddenly attacked 
by Flan, .King of Meath, and by Carbibhal, 
^ing of L£iNST£R,who plundered his country; 
that in 907» he defeated these enemies on the 

plains of iMoylen a in Meath, but in 90S, he 
yas again invaded^ and fell in a battle on the 
pllin of MoTAiLBE, not far from LEioHLiir. 
But I rely more on the testimony of Caradoc 
of Lhanc ARYAN for his existence, than the 
plausible fictions of national writers ; and I 
think that this Welsh Chronicler mentions his 
being slain by the Danes 

* Ledwichf p. 148. Oa referring to the old edition of tbe 
WM Ckromdef edited by Dr. Pawd, I find the following |iaft* 
fltge : The Danes, abou^t theyeare 905, entered into Ireland, and 

fought with the Irish rpen, and slue Carmot^ Kmg and Bishop of 
afl Ireland, and the sonne of Cukemany a man both godlie and 
religious, and Kyrnalt sonno of Murgaiij King of Lag7iirs ( Lein- 
ster.J But the original version of the Welsh Chronicle, printed 
in the Mfoyrian Ardtmohgy^ vol. ii. p. 484, differs somewhat 
' fs6m the above. Anno 905, " jr hmoam G«rd^/wyl etoA a Cbmoc 
mni^ae 4«»& AoffliEbeni^ Agar mmory grefyii^gia^dmai 
oed. Cnkntum das yn yr ymlad kmnm ae y hu yam Kymallt 
vab Murcgan brcnkin Laginetisiu yn diwed yr ymlad!* ** A.D. 905, 
Gorchywyl, the Bishop, died, and CormoCf King and Bishop of 
all Ireland ; and he was a great man for piety and charity. C«> 
lenn/^ was slain in battle, and Kyrnalt^ son of Murc^m^ King 
of Lagene, (LemtttrJ died at the end of the battle/ 
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CASHXL. ISf 

Tbb boUding was certainly the tir&t, if not 
tbe only one, that in ancient times graced the 
suumiit of the Kock of Casuel. Its walls and 
jrqGf are entirely cbmtmeted with atone : the 
latter ridged up to an angle, in the form of a 
-wedge*; a peculiarity which all the stone 
roofed ebapels seem to have throughout Ireland. 
Oil entering this chapel from the southeru *ifide 
of the choir of the cathedral, you evidently 
perceive, that the southern wall of the new 
edifice has intersected a part of the roof of the 
more ancient one. A most curious Saxon door- 
way, decorated with the zigzag and bead omar 
ments now presents itself ; over the arch is a 
'singular device very rudely sculptured in has 
relief, representing a man shooting at a beast 
with a bow and arrow. It is difficult to say, 
what animal this is intended to represent ; it is 

of a large species, and has claws. The ■so//it of 
this arch is very elegant in its design and exe- 
cution. Every lover of British antiquity, will 
be highly gratified with the first sight of this 
very curioua chapel. Its roof is of«tone,groined 
with square ribs, springing from short Saxon 

# 

* There fore many remains of these stone roofed chapels in 
IrelaDd, but none so rich in their construction and decorations 
as the one at CaskeL I have before noticed one at KiUaloei and 
there is another near Dubim, dedicated to Doklack, on the 
Eoad to Mttlakkk^ 
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pillars witii vacied capitals. At theieastera end 
38 a laige lecessy aqiaratcd from die westm 
part of the* building by a Terjr riohSaflKlii arch, 
ornamented with. tbe grotesque lieads &t men 
and beastSy placed at certain intervads aronnd 

the arch, from its base upwards. ^\'itliin the 
recess, is another of smaller dimensioiis, which 
VTMB iDteDclcd pioiiably for the atean The walk 
of each are relieved by blank arches, and seve- 
ral grotesque heads appear in the cieiing. The 
piteftters m the na^e of tlM cbapel, from which 
the blank aiches spring, have been'riclrfy deco- 
lalcd with diifevent dei^iceSvlMtfpM tfae>dafk- 
jieBs that: peivadva the bmldtngv^hey catitiot lw 
anfiiciencly distinguished* On the north side <^ 
this chapel, is a imall room*^ into which you^ 
pass under the fine Saxon dooruray, before de- 
scribed ; where a niche in the wall is said to 
have sheltered the tomb of the royal and rove* 

rend founder. Opposite to this doorway, is an- 
other, facing soutii, which must be viewed from 
the outside. Over the arch is tiie figure of a 
strange and unknown animal, having a cross 
marked on its hinder flanks. It - was accidentally 
discovered during the late rebel! ion, in 1796, by 
some soldiers endeavouring to force a way into 
the chapel through the doorway which had 
been stopped up. The outside walls on the 
south side of the chapel, have blaakacdhes^and 
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pillars with grotesque heads, and a square tower 
atCached tx> it. Overetofa recess m^tbe d^lpd, 
there is a vaulted apartment; with- a stcfne foof; 
On an impartial review of this builamg, I 
am inciiDed to think that too rfoiote a date Ims 
not been ascribed to its foundation; its ma- 
sonry, architecture, and ornaments, are cer- 
tiisly the production of aV^y early age ; sod 
the roiiiul tower was probably erected at or 
near the same period. It stands at the eastern 
angle of the north transept ; md it -appears 
very evident, that the walls of the cathedral 
were annexed to it at a subsequent period* 
This tower is very perfect, and 'has iti< strike 
roof entire; like the one before mentioned at ^ 
Clotke, it had windows to light each sepa« 
rate floor, of which the signs are very percep- 
tible by the projecting, layers of stones : the 
original doorway was towards the south ; this 
has been walled up, and another opened into 
the cathedral, from wlience you may view the 
whole height of this curious lantern. 

Let U.S now coiiiidci the more modern parts 

of this group. The (^athedral^ still venerable 
Mitdst its ruitns, rand a.niostifnposing object to 
all the surrounding country, owes its rise to 
Donald O'Brien, King of Li&ierick, vpIio 
in the year 11 69, built a hew church from the 
ground, still preserving the more ancient Cha- 
pel af< G^nuAC and the round loweri uniiij«f* 
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eel. In the year 1216, Donat, Archbishop of 
the See, erected the town into a borough^ and 
in 19dO, it was encompassed by a stone walK 
In the reign of Kino HfiwaY V. A. D. 1421, 
being much decayed, it was repaired^ by 
Richard O'HEDiAy, Archbishop of the See; 
who also built a hall for the vicars choral. 
About the year 1405, this cathedral was burnied 

by the Earl of Kildare, who, by this s^ivac^e 
act, intended to wreak his vengeance on Arch- 
bbhop Creagh, whom he supposed to be with* 
in the walls at the time of the conflagration* 
It was fortified during the civit wars, and in 
1647, was stormed and taken by Loap Inchi* 
WIN, The performance of divine service con- 

* Mr* Lodge, in his genealogy of the, Desmond family, relates 
on this occasion the foUotring 'anecdote of Gerald^ the eighth 
Earl Kildare. Amongst other charges, having been accused 
of burning the Church otCaskdy he readily confessed it, ^nd 

swore, ** that he never would have done it, but thai ke tkovght fkt 
Archbishop urn in it** This frank confession, and voluntary do 
claraiion of the raost aggravating circumstance, convinced the 
King (Henry VII.) that a person of such natural innate plain- 
ness and simplicity, could not be guilty of those intrigues im« 
puted to him : so that when the Bishop of ikfesM, his most in> 
feterate accuser, concluded his last article with this sharp exr 
pression : " Vou tee whai a tna» he is; all Irekmd comtot fide 
t/onder gentlnnan the King replied, Jf it is so, then he is meet 
to rule all Ireland^ seeing all Ireland cannot rule him ;"and accurd- 
ingly made liini Lord Lieutenant, by patent, dated 0 August, 
1496, restored him to bis honour and estate, and dismissed him 
vM mny rich presents. Loigds Petnge^ jraiL uju 96* 
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tmued within it till the year 1751 or 1752, 
when Archbishop P&iC£ unroofed the choir, 
and by thus exposing it to tlie effects of the 
weather, speedily converted it into a ruin. On 
more recent survey^ by orders of Archbiskop 
Agar, who was desirous of restoring to the 
Rock its long lost religious honours, it was 
found to be in so ruinous a condition^ that its . 
reparation was deemed useless ; upon which, a 
new church was erected within the town, in a 
more oommodiousi though less commanding, 
situation. 

The ancient building presents a mixture of 
military and ecclesiastical architecture, by which 
its external appearance is rendered much more 
picturesque. It is more to be admired as a 
grand and well broken mass of masonry, than 
for the elegance of either its plan or decora- 
tions. The whole is of the narrow pointed or- 
der, and has the peculiarity of having ito 
western portal, the entrance doors being placed 
to the north and south of the west window ; 
the latter of which is only now open. The only 
monument worth recording, is that of Arch- 
bishop Macrath, bearing date 16^1*. It 4s 
placed against the south wall of the choir, and 
represents the effigy of this dignitary in a re- 

* In my account oiLismmtf I fisTe had occasion to mention 
tliii fsmo ArcIibittiop« 
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Qunxbeiukatltitiicle^ witli Ms right hand .upoii Un 
breast, and holdiug in tm ieft tbepaatar^laeiffr 
On: a tablet la tfaia inacnptiQtu. 

p 

' ■ . . 

iritMl UtACRATH AZfcCHXEPIBCOPI CA8ttEU£N8I8 

ad viatorem carmen. 
Vtnerai- m Dimxm- primosanetUsimm oUm 

Patricius, iiostt^i gloria magna soli. 
Huic ego succedensy utinam tarn sancim ut Me l 

•Sic Duni prifno tempore Prasul eram. 
Anglia lustra decern, sed post tua sceptra colebam, 

Principibua plaoui, Marie ionante^ tuts. 
Hteubisum posHus^mn eumymm fton^teii nan $wn. 

K>um nec in ami/obue, sum sed utroque loco, 

Dominus en qui meJuXeat FCer I 16S^ L 
Qui Stat, caveat ne cadat. 

At his head is an escutcheon of arms^ and at 
bis feet is the figure of our Saviour on the cross, 
badly sculptured in bas relief. 

On the south side of the cathedral, is an edifice 
called the Dean's Hall ; and over the chininey is 
the following inscription, which my guide toM 
mt had puzzled many people; but its meaning 
is very evident* 

F. S. T. £. H. ME. FIERI. F£ 

These letters commemorate tbe^ penms wli^* 
a 
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caused tbisr chinmey piece to be made, bat the 

initial letters pf theiv names are oxxly record^ 
ed** Betjw^'tlM^ buiidiag and tlie .i^buiidiy, U 

a curious, stone, elevated upoa a large block, 
one side of whicli represents a cruci^xion, aii4 
tbie otber a. figure coinman^y.ascxibed'to JSt.Pa* 

TIUCK. 

The ruina of another large moo^slickt buUd* 
ing witbiTi ,the toum of CAanicL are appropcit 
atc:d to modern uses ; and there was a thirdire« 
Itl^ons hQ,u$^.caUed:HAC^£T*8 ABQ£ri0ijtviated 
attha rear of FaiAR Street, but now in ruins. 

At a short di^ta^CiS from th« town^ and. in. a 
veatedjf direatioii» the remaim of, Hoea 

Abbey, the most remarkable p^irticujar of wliich 
is the groined roof that s^pported the.tMri:iet« 
and which i9 8tiU> in gopd premvatioD. It wa^ 

originally founded for Benedictines, and wa* 

c9iM S«« M4i»ir'a AMST.of th& Rmj(<of 
Cai»]^^: but the Archbishop, Dt^yintM'Cjinr 
v^W, having dreamed, in the year 1^6^^ or 

mit, that, theaie monka hpd made m attempt 

tp cat off his head, he violently dispossessed 
them- of their he^^, lands, ^e,. and gi^ve the 
whole of their possessions to a body of Cis* 

tercian monks, whom he brought from the Ab- 
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I 



4 

md at the same time took upon himself 
habit of that order. Arcui>al£, p. 650. This 
author, has been as diiiuse in the description of 
this abbey, as he has been neglectful in that of 
the cathedral. 

The County of Ti^perarv abounds in mo* 
nastick ruins, one of which, Athasskl, has 
been amply described by Mr. A&cudal£, and 
by Ledwich ; it is situated about three miles 
S.W. of Cash EL. 

Cashel has also been much celebrated in 
history for the synod that was held there ift 
the year 1172, the particulars of which, toge- 
ther with the heads of the constitutions esta-* 
blished there, have been recorded by Giraldvs 
Cambrensis, in bis ^'History of Irdand^ 
Ewiksixu Chapters S3 and 4^ and^ published in 
English by the Historian Hott'iNSHED. 

From Cashel I made -an excursion to the 
Abbey of Holt Cross^ of which, fame had 
spoken loudly; my expectations therefore were 
highly raised with the hopes of seeing a mo- 
nastick building, superior in architectural 
splendoui to any ia Irlla^d^ . It is situated 

* t ttSTe frequently, during my tour, had caute to eoiii]>Uift 

of the want of jnforniatinji, taste and judgment amongst th* 
natives respecting similar antiqiiitii s, as well as natural curio- 
iities: but it is the bmiaess and duty of a tourist, who in bis 
travels combines the pursuits of amusement with that of infonn* 
•tioDi not to gfve ciedit to eteiy deinltoiy account he aaij 

4 
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on the River Suire, about seven miles north of ' 
Casuel^ and at iirst sight, is by no means pre* 
possesitng in its external appearance, or nata- 
rai accompaniments; neither will it afford one 
good subject for the penciL The interior of the 
building claims our attention, not from tlie ge- 
neral architecture that pervades it, but from 
two rich monumental relicks^that differ in their 
plan from any 1 have seen either in England or 
Ireland. The first is a Gothic tomb very 
richly sculptured, with a projecting canopy of 
stone, supported by three trefoil arches, spring- 
ing from taper columns of black marble; in the 

fccntrc of one of which, is the figure of an an- 
gel praying. The sofiit of the canopy is richly 
groined, and the base of this fine tomb is also 
richly sculptured. Some faint idea of its form 
may be collected from the sketch given by Mr. 
Holmes, in h\s Irish Tour: but the pen and 
judgment alone of a Carter* can do an^ple 
justice to its beautiful detail. 

It has generally been attributed to Donogh 

» « 

collect, but to lee with hig own eyes, and pronounce iioin his 
mvn judgineiit, 

•^MT,Jakn €ttrteroi trndoUf the- most intelligent artist we 
latve on the subject of BriHtk Arckkecturef vulgafly and inipro> 
perly called Gothic, 

h 
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Caebraoh O'BftiEKy Kino of Limebick^ 

who founded the Abbey of Holy Cross, and 
who died about 1 194. But I have since been 
ififornied, by an able Im h Antiquary, tbat 
belongs to the O'Fagarty family ; this doubt 
might be cleared by exaoiioiiag the e^cutcbeoiM 
9f arnit that are placed upon the totnb* 

The secQod monunieut is of a very Maguiar 
imgBt md unlike any I reopUect to bave teen: 
it consists of a double row of Gothic arches, 
^up^ted by twisted pillars. The &pace be* 
tween tbeosyas to length and breadtb, seemt to 

favour the idea ot its Imvino^ been appropriated 
to receive the corpse oi; the deceased ; and where 
the ceremony of wakwg was )>eTfonncfl by tbe 
monkfi. Oa one side an excavation is made for 
the feoeptpn cf boly water. Tbe haee of tbia 
monument m rkbly decorate^ with trdfoils and 
fioiali. 

♦This illustrious personage^ suFaame<] Dmal-fttorf^ or thnal 
the Graii, was proclaimed Kiag ^ Munster in ihe yc&i 1 163 ; he 
died in 1194» but the place of his interment is not mentioned by 
Mr* LodgCf in hi» account of tbe fiuntly of (/Brim* 1 am inclined 
10 thiali^ tbat dm lomb hi beea lnyopp^yattribulaMl to bnoi 
as it does not bear in iti arcbitectural deooimtioas tbe appear* 
ancc of so old a date as 1194; neither do any of the bearings 
on the thr^ escutcheons of arms, which are |4aced u^jon tiii> 

monumeal, bear my wywibJaare to ibote «if the O'Bmu Hi^ 
tniiy. 
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Though independent of the two monuments 
I hav'C mentioned, there is httle besides worth 
notice, some slight accouiit of the building in 
general, may not prove unsatisfactory to my 
readers, especially as the Abbey of Holy Cross 
has been so highly extolled, and in my opinion 
so far above its deserts. The western windaw 
is of ordinary sculpture, and simple architecture. 
The nave has five round arches on the south 
side, and four of the poiuCed order oa the north, 
with nanov side aisles ; a wall runs across tihe 
nave, and a pointed arch, more ornamented in 
its Wiorkwansfaip, leads into the side aisles. The 
tuiwt is supported by four broad pointed arches ; 
Ihe roof is groined in a style superior to any I 
have lacn in luLAirpf in the centre of it, you 
•ee fiv.e holes, through which the bell ropes 
were most pi^obably suspended. The eastern 
window corresponds exactly in form and .de- 
sign with those before mentioned at Kilmal- 
LocK and Clotk^. Opposite the monument, 
indgarly attributed to Dokooh O'Brien, is a 
black altar tomb, bearing a flowery cross on a 
slab, and an inscripttou on its edge in old cha* 
racters : at the base, is a bas relief of our Sa- 
f iour on the cross, with a female by his side in 
the act of praying. The northern transept 
(whose roof is also groined,) is divided 
iato two chapels, in one of. which is a 
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wiodov prettily designed, as well as a niche 

for hol^ water; and the fragments of an liand- 
some altar tomb. The roof of, the southern 
transept is likewise groined, and has its niche 
for the reception of holy water. In the south 
aisle^ I observed the mutilated head of an ab<* 
bot (small life) and numerous sculptured frag- 
ments ; the ke>:5toues, from which the arches 
spring, are welt executed, and decorated with 
various devices. These holy precincts are still 
appropriated to the offices of interment, but I 
did not observe the same indecencies respecting 
the dead,as 1 did iu many other churches. Accord- 
ing to vulgar tradition^there was a subterraneous 
communication between this abbey ' and the 
neighbourhood of Tuurl£s« Mr. Arcrdale, 
in describing this monastery, makes the follow'* 
ing very just remark respecting its architec- 
ture, which, on viewing it, struck me also : he 
says, " The difference in the work of this mo« 
nastery is very extraordinary: nothing could 
have been more highly dnished than the steeple 
and chapels, which are built of marble and 
limestone ; yet the nave, the aisles^ and adjoin- 
ing ruins, are miserably mean/' 

These ruins cover a considerable space, and 
are surrounded by a mass of most wretched 
cottages, built out of their mouldered remains. 
The bituatiuii on the livcr is advantageous. 
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and a bridge of communication adjoins the vil- 
lage and abbey. Nothing attracted my attention ' 
between Cashel and Holt Cuoss^ except a 
few of those raised earthen works, so common 
throughout Ireland. 

Monday 4 August. From Cashel to 
Johnstown, xvii miles. Parkestowk, the 
seat of Mr. Lanphiee, on the right; near it 
the ruins of Moycarkt Castle. Turf bogs, 

which h'dd disapi^earcd for some time, again 
show themselves ; a ruined church on the left: 
roads excellent, and, according to the Irish 
phrsise, ^* as straight as a gun barrel,'' Castle 
of Ballybeg on the right, and a new built 
church. Finding no post horses at Littleton 
Inn, I proceeded on my journey, through a flat, 
rich, and well cultivated country, over which 
many small forts or strong houses are dispersed. 
Breakfasted at Johnstown ; inn good, and well ^ 
supplied with post horses. 

From JoHNSTOM N to DuRRow, VIII Miles. 
Little variety of country, road good, but some* 
what more hilly : pass by the Spa of Ballys- 
PELLAN on the right, where there are some neat 
looking cottages, a very unusual sight in Ire- 
land*. Leave the County of TiPPERARY near 

• An account of this place, and the quality of its mineral 
spring, are given by Mr. Tigke^ in^liis SlatisUcal survey of.the 
County of jBKJIcfuijry p« 111. 
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UaiiirGFO^Dya village formed ofone longstreeti 
and crossing a small angle of the County of 
Kilkenny, enter tlie Queen's County. See 
at a short distance to the left) the ruins of 
TAOH, where a priory was founded, under ilie 
invocation of St.KiARAN^ in the 13th century, 
by the family of Bi.AircHFX£i.D, for Begu* 
lar Canons, following the rule of St. Auous- 

TIN. 

Through whatever country we direct our 

steps, the attention is natui-ally arrested at the 
sight of ruins. Whether military or monastick, 
they are equally interesting ; but we wish to 
know their date, tiieir founder, their history. 
A travelleri like myself, in a strange country^ 
where accurate information can neither be pro- 
cured from the living, or from the dead, is ex- 
posed during his rambles to many inconveni- 
ences, and frequently suffers the mortification 
of leaving sights unseen that deserve notice, 
and of remaining ignorant of the history of 
many of those \\ hich fall in his way. 

As tlie principal object I have in view, is to 
give afaithf ul description of those objects wbidi 
have passed under my own immediate notice; 
as well as extracts from those authors to whom 
I have been able to procure access, I shall make 
no apology for laying before my readers Mr. 
Archdale^s description of this religious esta* 
blishment at Fii^ii tagu j more particularly as it 
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retains same monumental antiquities ; in which 
line the generality of Irish cbarches ate very 
deficient. "There still remains here a small an- 
citfnt chapei, in which 19 a large raised tomb^ 
with the figure of a man in armonr, rudely en- 
graved thereon, his hands in a praying posture, 
and a dog at his feet ; by his side was origi* 

Tialiy the figure of his wife, with an inscription 
on the cushion, which lay under her head ; but 
this part of the tomb, now going to decay, is 
broken into two pieces, and tiie inscription 
fendered iUegiUe by time*. This tomb is said 
to belong to the family of FirzPATfticK. Near 
to it is another monument, which appears to 
be a woman, with a singular head dress, rising 
upon each side, as Bishop Pococke describes 
ity in two horns* 

In the east wall is a small figure of our Sa- 
viour, very inelegantly executed ; and a few 
yards west of the chapel, stands a round tower, 
much decayed, being cracked quite up from the 
door, and wanting the top. It is about 48 feet 
in chPCiimfiBfence, and the wall is three feet 
eiglit inches thick : tlie door, which is six feet" 
^by two, and ten from the ground, faces the east ; 
the inside is divided into five stories f, at (Sach 

*Thte Itier aays, tliat tliU tooA hmn Hie ^steof 14SSl 

t Mr. Ti^he ia hU Statitikd Surety of the Cowfy qfKUktnu j/, 
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6f which is a resting place, formed hy the wall, 
sufficient to support a floor, and dimioisbiag up- 
warda;'tbe neighbouring inhabitants say, this 
tower is 112 feet high, but it seems not to ex- 
•ceed do. 

Had I gained previous information about tbe 

antiquities of FERTAGH,it should not liave been 
lin visited, for I believe I could have approached 
it with my carriage. The road continues very 
good; fine crops of corn» country more clothed 
with wood ; several round earthen works occur* 
A large old fashioned mansion house on the 
lefty . belonging to Lord Ash3rooj^£, adjoins 
the town of Durrow, which is pleasantly ^itu« 
ated on the bs^aka ot a small riv^r^ called by 

says, the name of this place was Fartagh na Geiraghy a corrup- 
tion probably of Arte na Ancmragk^ the burial place of tbe 
Anchorites, or CuMise Monks. Jearf, according to Hmnpkrtjf 

Uuydf in bis XrUK Dictionary ^ signifies a gnae* This author 

states the round tower to be 96 tet t hi<^h ; and says that it had 
eight btoncs and sncn floors : the door opening on the first, is 
twelve ftct from the ground, and looks towards the church ; the 
wall at the door is three feet tuvo inches thick : the upper story 
lias four windows, whofe tops are angular* and formed by two 
stones. I am inclined to think, that Mr. Tigie has made some 
' mistake about the number of floon or stories, which I have 
never known to exceed five in any round tower I have yet seen; 
but this may be ascertained by examining the number of win- 
dows, as the ii^ptr stoiy had geacially^Qur^aud the under stonet 
onlyoac. 
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Smith, the Erkin, and has a good ian» with 
chaises and post horses. 

The aiitlior of the Ite)\ records the following 
historical tact of this town* Dujecrow is a 
smftU town, formerly part of the Qubek's 
County, hut on coming into possession of the 
Butler family, who were perpetually barrassed 
6y the powerful sept of the Fitzpatbicks, the 
Eael of Ormond procured an act of parlia- 
ment to make this estate part and parcel of the 
County of 'Kilkenny, altliough surrounded 
by the Queen's County ; and the offending 
Fits-Patricks being taken, were transferred 
immediately to Kilkenny, and there, removed 
from their connexions, they suifered the pe- 
nalties of the law/^ 

Prom DuRRow to Ballyroan, viii miles. 
Bx>ad veiry good. On the right, skirt Dun- 
MORE, the demesne of the Staples family, and 
further on, pass Water-Castle on the left^ 
the seat of Mr. Lyons, prettily situated on the 
banks of a rapid stream, called the Noui:*, 

* Tbts river and the Barrow take their rise in the SHete Bloom 
ijiioatitaiiis; aiMl with the Suir, which rises in Bendulf mountaia 
very near them, after watering a great extent of country, unita 

agaia below lyatcrford, and flow together into iho sea: they are 
conscq\iently and sigaificantly styled the Sister Bivers, from their 
r^$p in the same disuict and reunion. 

i 

Surv^ of Qu€ai*s County^ p, 18* 
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and in a well wooded valley. The maDsioa house 
seems to have been formed out of one of the 
old square castlea. See ott die left a long range 
of wood and ridi country* What a sad contrast 
do the bogs make on the right 1 Pass through a 
village where neatness and symmetry seem to 
have been studied in the arrangement of the cot* 
tages; all the windows having a square label 
over them. Pasture lands increase, and the crops 
of corn become less vigorous. Good inn, with 
chaises and post horses. 

From Ballyroan to Emo Inn, ix miles. 
Road good* On the right is the well wooded 
seat of thePARVELL family^ with ornamented 
pleasure grounds^ in which a rotundo makes a 
conspicuous figure ; architecture bad ; oolumna 
too slender, and balustrade at top. See on the 
right, at some distance, the rains of a castle 
very boldly situated on a rocky eminence'** This 
singular rock and castle, which, according to 
the best information 1 could collect, well de- 

* I am inclined to diink this is the Dutntm of Ptokmy^ which 
he placet in the country of the Comndi^ between the Mtnaf»€m 
the north, and the Brigmtet on the south ; he aho fixes it on 
the southern banks, and near the source of a river called Ohoca, 

Dunamasf bears the sanu relative situation to the River 

Barrow. Whoever consults the map of Ptolemy, will clearly see 
that his Duman can never be transferred so far north as Doiz^a- 
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serves the notice oi tlie tourist, is thus men* 
ttoned in the ^Suroey of the Queen's County : 
** The Rock of Donamase, or Dun-na-maes, 
which signifies in the Irish language, the Fori 
of the Plain^ is certainly a place of great curio- 
sity, which nature and art had combined to 
render of the most formidable strength, before 
the use of artillery had been known. It is one 
of those bills which so peculiarly stand separate 
from the neighbonring chaini and being ex* 
tremely steep, was naturally inaccessible on all 
sides but the south west, where was the en- 
trance.*' 

The plain alluded to in the original tongue, 
is the great heath, or height of MartborouoHi 
which lies to the north-east of Dun, or the 
ybr^rm, being a flat of considerable extent, and 
was the commonage that belonged to the fort 

alter it became a manor. 

This insulated rock was the residence of the 
Irish princes, who had a dwelling on its sum* 
mit; aud we hnd, that on the first arrival of 
the English, in the reign of Kino Henrt ths 
Second, A. D. 1167, it was the principal resi- 
dence of Deumod Mac Murrogh, King of 
Leinster, at whose solicitation it was, that the 
English came as settlers into Ireland. the 
marriage of J:^rl St&onobow with £va, only 
daughter of Mac Mitrrogh^ this casde de- 
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volved to him as a part of her extensive inhe- 
ritiance. The Earl dying without issue male, 
his possessions descended to his only daughter 
Isabel, who espoused William Marshall, 
and thus gained the titfe of Earl of Peai- 
BROKE. Though he had liv e sons, who severally 
enjoyed this province, they all died without is* 
sue ; and thus the inheritance was divided 
amongst his five daughters. William de 
Beaose, Lord of Brecknock, by his marriage 
with one of them, gained possession of this 
district ; and it afterwards descended to Ro- 
ger BE MoRTiBiER, who married Maud, 
d ;i 11 l;1 1 1 cr of W i li i a m d e B r a ose. This noble^ 
man entrusted it, together with his lands in 
Leix *j to the confidential care of one of his 
vassals, named Laisagh, going himself to 
England, to support the interest of his sove^ 
reign, who was at that time threatened with 
rebellion at home. Soon after the Earl's depar- 
ture, Laisagh taking advantage of his absance, 

* Leh, An account of this district, its castle, abbey, &c. may 
be found in the SuuittictU Survey, p,62* In demolishing the old 
town and abbey, a sepulchral stone was found bearing this in* 
scription in Saxon characters : 

HlC JACET MALACHUS O'MORUS QUI OBUT .... 

and is still to be seeo in the gardens of Lord de FctcL 
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and the trust reposed in him^ having raised a 

powerful clan, usurped the surname of O'Mojn:, 
a family that had some pretension to these 
estates, and declaring that he was the lawful 
h^ir to that family, seized on the whole country, 
and in one evening made himself master of 
eight castles, amongst which was this famous 
Fort of DuNAWASE. Having surprised the 
English garrison in it» he dismantled an^ de-* 
stroyed it, as heing the principal house of Lord 
MoaxiMEB in Leix. The recovery of so im- 
portant a place was anxiously sought for by the 
English, and in less than three \ cars, it again 
came into their possession by the fortune of war ; 
but their interest was yet too weak in the coun- 
try to withstand the numerous armies of the 
O'MoRESi who retook it in 1344, but only held 
it for two years after ; for being repossessed 
by I^rd Mo&ixmer % together with his estates 

■ 

* This cannot be the mnt Lord Moiftmer^ who by his mar' 
riSge with Mtmi^ daughtet of UWam de Braose, gained the in- 
heritance of Lektf for (according to Dugdate J he died in 10 

Eduanil. (A. D. i2S2) and was buried iu fVigttiore Abbei/, 
Hacforihhire. 

He was succeeded in his title and possessions by his son Bdr 
mimd^ who died about the year 1297, leaving several children; 
of whom the eldest was named Jto^. This powerful nobleman^ 
for his rebeUious practices, suflered an ignominious death upon 
Hie gallows in Smil^i^ A. D. Id30» He was succeeded by his 



in Leix» hedtftennmed to secure it, if po«&iblet 
fiotn future attacks, and then added such qu<- 

merous works, as made it a place of impregna^ 
Ue strength. 

The territory of Leix and its castles, were 
vested ia the possession of many masters, who 
lesided at Dumamasx^ mtil the rriga of 

James I. when it was again repaired. In the 
rebeUion of i641» it was secured by tlie iusur* 
gents, as being a principal strong hold, iran 
which they were dispossessed by a small body 
of £nglish troops^ who seised the fort, and 
defended it with great litaTery, till Sin 
Charles Coot£ relieved them. It afterwards 
capitulated to General Pmstoit, but was ve* 
taken by the royal forces, and held by thetn till 
the year 1646, when Owek Roe O'Neil, au 
Irish chief, took it by assauk, together with 
Maryborough, and five others of kss<^i note. 
After the expulsion of this chieftain, Duna- 
Iff ASS, Martbobouoh, and all the dependent 
garrisons were surrendered to the forces of Co- 
lonels Hswsov and BcriroLM, who wane 

d(l«st 80n Edmufid, wbo ^\td in 1331, leaving Roger his son 
aad heii", a minor of three years old, the &ame personage hei9 
roentioned as iiavixig regained possession of Jhtnamase Castle, 
ftod who 4ied sbruad, A. D. ISdl^ftoii vm iffiisd w'i3kimm' 
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Caomw£x.i«'s officers ; wd by them this import* 
tnt fortrefls wb9 dismantled and blown up. 

A long and accurate description of the situa- 
lioB and fortifications of Dunamass Castle» 
has been given by Sir Charles Coote, in his 
Swrv^ the Qjucens County, to whom, as well 
M to Dr. I<RJ>TiCii« [who has added a view and 
ground plan] I shall refer those of my readers, 
who may wish for more ampk information re- 
i^eeting thia interesting remnant of military 

splendour and antiquity. 
. Continuing mjr jouroejr towards Emo Inn ; 
see an exiietiaive viewfrom Batheak Common, 
a^d a amall ruined castle on the right ; join the 
great road leading to Lim£rick» Tralee, and 
Df NOZiE. Eko Inn ia a single house, a good 
inn, and well supplied with po&t horses^; 
tboiigh I tUnk I mny apply to it, what was 
once said to a Cisterdan monk^ *'Albior ex te^^ 

Tvw^At 5 AvocrsT. From Emo Inn to 

KtLDABE, X MILES. Road good and level; 
oi^nntfy winteresting* At MovAaTSRETAN, a 
village situated on the batoks of tihe River Bar- 
&0W, the demesne of the MA^i^uis of Drog- 
«SDA occRpie» the site of a celebrated abbey, 

*AtA9hQAdmimAisom£moSjm, u the mmX Imd Fort* 
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which was founded by St, Abbav, who granted 
it the privilege of a sanctuary ; and here was kept 
the consecrated bell of St. Evin, which on 
solemn trials, inras sworn to. In latter times the 
Abbot sat as a Baron in parliament. The situa- 
tion is low, near the river ; and the environs 
abound in bog. The first view of Kildare is 
made conspicuous by its k)fty round tow^er and 
monastick remains, situated on the ridge of a 
hill. Mr. Archdale has been very diffuse in 
his annals of Kildare, and has recorded a con- 
tinued series of the abbesses from the y^ar SSiO, 
to the period of its dissolution, as well as the 
numerous vicissitudes which the town under* 
went 

The foundation of this nunnery is attributed 
to St. Beigid^ the illegitimate daughter of au 
Irish chieftain, who was born in the year 453, 
and at the age of 14 received the veil from the 
hands of St. Patrick himself^ or from CMie of 
his immediate disciples. She founded a nunnery 
at KiLDAiiE before the year 484, and about the 
same time an abbey was also founded, under 
the same roof, for monks, but separated by walls 
from the nunnery ; which latter came afterwards 
into the possession of the Regular Canons of 
St. AlvGlstix. The nuns and monks had but 
one church in common, which they entered at 
different doors. St. Brio id presided as well 
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over the monks as the nuns, and, strange to 
tein the abl/0t of this bouse wassulyect to the 
akbess for several years after the death of the 
celebrated founder, wliich happened in the year 
4^23. She interred here, but her remains 
were afterwards removed to the Cathedral 
Church of Down. Amongst the annals of this 
fiuimery, I find that Dsrmot Mac Mub- 
&0OB, King of Leinster, in the year 11 55t 
forcibly took the abbess out of her cloyster, 
^nd compelled her to marry one of hU own 
people : and that in 12S0, Hekry he Loun- 
i>R£6, Archbishop of Dublin, put out the iiie 
called imexiinguiskaUe^ which had been pre- 
served from a very early time by the nuns of 
Sr« Brigib : this fire however was rdighUd^ 
and conHnned to bum until the total suppres- 
sion of monasteries. 

. The ruins of this monastick building are at 
preselit very trifling, and adjoin the parish 
church; to the N.W. of which is a very lofty 
round tower, in good preservation, except as 
to its roof: its total height is stated at 130 
feet, and that of its doorway at fourteen, from 
the ground. In the churchyard is a very large 
block of stone, once the pedestal of a cross, 
whose fretted fragments are lying on the ground 
near it ^ 

' 4 

* Mr« Grm, in Im /intiquUia of InUmd, says, UuU mthin the 

* • 

M 
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There were also in and near tliia town two 

other religious establishments. 1. The Gray 
AsBEr, erected for Franciscans, or Grey Friars, 
in the year H60, by Lord William de Vescy; 
but completed by Gerat d Fitz Maurice, 
Lord Offaut. The Whits Friahs, 4>r 

Carmelites, founded A.I). 1290, by WiriiAM 
BE Vjlscit. This latter conv^ent had, in the year 
assc^ a celebrated abbot at its head, whose 
fame was so great, that according to Bale, he 
swayed the councils of the whole Island: 
** Uavid O'Buge, in HyhermA tandem Car* 
fnelitarum summus prases effutUB^ umvenam 
ftrh imulam, principes et tpi$cop0Si tuo arii* 
train dirlgebat, Erdi namque pkilMophus, rhe- 
tof\ theoioguSy et utriusque legis in totd Hid 
terrA peritissimus, atque ita totius Hybermcm 
nationis lucerna^ specnlinn^ ac dcciu a mult is 
appdlaius.' lie was well versed in divinity, 
philosophy, rhetoric, and the canon and civii 
law, and was generally called the burning 
light, the mirror and ornament of bis coun* 
try." 

Having breakfasted at KxLDARE,we proceed- 
south ving (now in ruim^ sre two sepuldml eftgiet, ons of a 
Bishop in robet, another of Sir Mmtrke Fiti-Ge/M of iMk" 

vgh haltjicd in ill mour, with an inscription, and five escutcheons 
tljftVrciitly (Mnbhizoncd. I missed seeing these ort/i^wc memorials, 
by giving too much credit to my guide to the round tower, who 
told xne, the cliuixli contatned no oH tomfa. 
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ed on our road to Naas, x miles. At a short 
distance from the town» we ascended the noted 
plain, called theCuRRAGH of Kildare, which 
is a fine unequal down oi short and sweet pas* 
tuffi) particularly adapted to the feeding of 
sheep, of which numerous flocks animate the 
whole extent of this vast plain, which is said 
to comprehend five thousand English acres. 
The author of the Iter savs, that the modern 
name of Kildab£ is derived from Chiile-dair % 
or the Woodof Oak9, and that here was a large 
forest, comprehending the middle part of the 
present County of Kildare ; in the centre of 
which was a large plain, sacred to heathen su- 
perstition, now called the Curragh. Ancient 
authors also allude to this circumstance, and 
GiRALDus Cambrensis, io his Topography of 
Ireland f lib. ii. cap. 18, records a stupendous 
monument of stones situated on this plain, 
which, according to vulgar and fahulous tra- 
dition, was transferred from the extreme 
parts of Africa by the giants, from whom 
it took the name of Chorea Gigantum. It 
is also said to have had a second and a very 
distant removal, from Ireland into the plains 

* On consulting H. Uui/dt s Iiish Dictionary^ I find these deri- 
vations:* Currackf a plain; dairy quercuty dU, a cAtircA; but no 
mcsning of wood appropriated to the word Mk, 

i 
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of WiltBhire^ by the order of Aurelius Am- 

hrosiuSy King of the Bn tons, and by the 
exertions of the Prophet Merlin. *^ Fuit 
nntiquis temporibus in HibemiA lapidum con- 
geries admiranda^ quce et Chorea Gigantum 
vocata fuit; quid Gigmtes earn ab ultimis 
Afrlc(B partibus in Hiberniam atiulerant, et 
in Kildariensi planicie tdm mgenii quam vi- 
rium apere mirabiliter erexerant Undeetibi^ 
dem lapides quidam aliis simiUimiy similique 
modo erect i^ usque in hodiernum conspiciuntur, 
Sfc. Sfc. Juxti Sritannicam Histariam tapir 
des istos Rex Britonum Aurelius Ambro- 
SIU8 divind Merlini diligentid, de Hiber- 
nid in Britanniam adoehi procuravitf 8^c. 

fiy the above account^it appears that some of 

these stones were visible in the days of Gi- 
BALDus. I regretted very much that I had 
not leisure to examine more minutely this ex* 
tensive district, as from the experience I have 
lately had on our Wiltshire plains, I think 
I might have made some interesting discoveries. 
The tumuli dispersed over the plain, prove 
most evidently that it was inhabited in very 
early times, and if properly opened, their con- 
tents would throw a great light on the Irish 
History, and prove the connexion both in 
manners and customs of the tribes inhabit- 
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ing Ireland and the \yestern provinces of Eng- 
land. 

Leaving the Curragh, see on the left, a 
large raised earthen work ; cross the liiver 
LiFFEV, at Newbridge ; road flat and good : 
richly cultivated country. Close to the road 
sjde, near Naas, is the shell of an immense 
nnflnished mansion, called in the Iter Jig- 
G INST OWN house, said to have been built by 
the unfortunate Earx. ojs Strafford, and 
intended as a countiy residence for the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland. A less desirable situa- 
tion surely could never have been selected for a 
vice regal palace ! 

• At Naas there is a good inn, with a supply 
of post horses. This was formerly a town of 
great note, and honoured as a residence by the 
Kings of Leinster. On the arrival of the 
£nglish, it was fortified, and many castles 
were erected, the ruins of which are still vi- 
sible ; and parliaments were held here : but it 
has suffered so much from the ravages of time, 
that it bears only the marks of its former 
splendour. Near it is one of those raised earthen 
works, vulgarly called raths. 

From Naas to Rathcool, viii miles. 
Road good and flat» but no variety of country ; 
on the left, is the immured seat of Lord Mayo, 
called Palmerstown ; and on the right, those 

of Mr* Neville and Mr. WolfEi well sbel- 
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tered by wood. At Johnstown is a good and 
quiet inn. See on the left the seat of Mr. 
P0N8ONBY. 

From Ratucool to Dublin, viii miles. 
A large extent of flat country opens towards 
Dublin, spotted with gentlemen's houses 
and plantations. About a quarter of a mile 
on the left of the road, is the fine round tower 
of Clondalki X, of which the following par- 
ticulars are given in the Iter^ p. 20i: **It 
is 84 feet in height, and built of stones each 
about a foot square^ forming a circle of 15 
feet in diameter ; the walls are upwards of a 
yard thick, and " about 15 feet above the 
ground, is a door, without any steps to ascend to 
it. The base is solid ; towards the top» are four 
sni ill oblong holes, which admit the light, 
and. it is terminated by a conic covering. 
There are no steps in the inside, and whe<- 
ther there ever were any, admits a doubt. In 
the churchyard, near the tower, is a phun 
cross, nine feet in height, and consists of one 
stone." 

A church was founded here in very early 

times, of which St. Cronan Mochua was 
the hrst abbot. It was spoiled and burned in 
the years 839, 1071, and IO76; and a palace of 
Amhlaibh, King of tiie Danes, is recorded at 
Clondalkin* 
Passing near Kiluainuau Hospitali the 
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Gaol, Canal, &c. Ire-entered Dublin, liiglil^ 
gratified with the novelty which the Irish 
scenery and antiquities had presented to ore, 
but regretting that sufficient time could lujt 
' be spared to examine each more particularly in 
its detail. 
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TROM DUBLIN tO TRIM, KELLS, CA- 
VAN, ENNISKILLEN, RALLYSIiAN- 
NON, DONEGAL, DERRY, COLE- 
RAINE, GIANTS CAUSEWAY, AN- 
TRIM, BELFAST, HILLSBOROUGH, 
ROSS TREVOR, NEWRY, DUNDALK, 
SLANE, NAVAN, TRIM^ AND DUB- 
LIN. 



Trursiiat 7 August. From Dublin through 

Mayj^ooth and Trim to my friend's at Mit- 
dBSLSTOVK. I thus Varied my Conner route to 
Trim, by taking the lower road between the 
LiFf£Y aad the Pucenix Park, to Cuap£L 
IzOD, wherewecrossed the river. From thence 
passed close to the Spa house and Llixlip, 
near whicli we again traversed the Liffet, 
whose banks are thickly ornamented by gen- 
tlemen's seats, but so immured by lofty fences, 
that the passenger can scarcely enjoy, even a 
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glimpse of them. Beyond Leixlip, on the 
right, is a seat of the Duk£ of Leinster, 
whrch might be seen by ptocttring at Dublin 

a previous ticket of admission into the park. 

MAYNooTUy a moderu built town, with a . 
spacious inn, and the remahis of a castle Ad* 
joining tlie town is a school for the instruction 
of Homan Catholic youthsi npon a large eata* 
blishment, and called St. PathickVCo-llsge.' 
Passed through Kilcock, (where post horses 
are also kept) and turn off to the right. Drive 

tlirouiih the demesne uf Sum mi it Hill: the 
hue mansion house annexed to it, was burned 
down a few years ago, and a part of it only has 
been lately rendered habitable by Lady iliic- 
Tiv£. This tract of country continues to be 
well inhabited by nobility and gentry, butaf* 
fords Uttle variety as to its state of cultivation ; 
roads excellent. At two miles from Trih» I 
•bserved a tumulus on the right, which from 
its point^i ap€.v^ appeared to be sepulchral, I 
was again obliged to leave the numeroua mili* 
tary and nionastick ruins at Trim undrawn, and 
proceeded to my friend's at Mjtchslstowk, 
where I remained till 

* In the year 1534^ thit castle, which for the abundance oi 
its funiiturey wasetteeuied one oi tha rich^t housca ia £nglami» 
was besieged by GerM, the mnik Earl KUdarCf and thou^ 
defended by a strong garrison, surrendered after ft siegp of sevfA 
days. 
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Monday 1 1th August, when I proceeded on 
my Northern exfedition,of which the Giant's 
Causeway, and the Coast of Antrim, were 
the chief objects of attraction. 

Breakfasted at Kells*, xxi miles. Road 
good ; the surface of the ground uneven, but 
abounding more in pasture than in corn lands, 
kept in a slovenly manner, and much abandon* 
ed. Ruins of a church and tower on the left; a 
miserable line of cottages; a wqll planted seat 
of Mr. Nicholson on the left. On approach* 
ing Kells, the general aspect of the country 
improves, and the town, with its round tower, 
and church spire, placed upon rising ground, 
and well encompassed by trees, make a pleasing 
appearance. 

At the upper end of the principal street stands 
the parish church; a modern edifice, neatly 
fitted up, and containing a handsome sarcopba* 
g^s to the menioi}' of Siii Thomas Taylor, 
1736, and Ann bis wife, daughter of Sia Ro<- 
BEET Cotton of Combeemere, Cheshire, 
1710. On the north side of this church, stands 
an insulated tower, bearings on its southern 
wall an inscription in old characters, and stat- 
ing, that the church being in decay, was reedi- 
fied A.D. 1573» (20 £liz.) by Hugh Bradt, 
Bishop of Meath. Ovci this inscription are 

* Inn, Bcctive Jms, good ; cliaiies and pott hones. 
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three busts carved in stone, one of which repre- 
sents a bifthopi and tlie two others, apparently 
are designed for dignitaries of the church, or 
monks. Beneath is an escutcheon of ara]% 
bearing a dragon holding a standard. 

On the south side of the church is a round 
tower, (said by Mr. A r cud ale to measure 99 
feet in height) but far inferior in size, height^ 
and beauty, to many I saw during my Southern 
Tpur ; it has the usual four windows near the 
top, but the conical roof has fallen ; the door* 
way faces the north. The present situation of 
this tower differs from that I have generally 
observed in similar buildings, being placed to 
the S. W. of the church, instead of the N. 
but this seeming variation was reconciled to 
me l)y the information I procured of the Old 
Church, dedicated to St. Sen an, having been 
]>laced to the south of the tower. In the churcb- 
yard is the fragment of a cross, very richly de- 
corated with figures of men, beasts, flowers, && 
&c. and a poetical memorial to record the mili^ 
tary virtues of a soldier killed during the last 
rebellion. 

Mr. Arch DALE, in his has men- 

tioned a celebrated abbey of Regular Canons, 
founded in this town, about the year 550, by 
St. CoLUMBA, and has preserved its annals from 
a very early period, until that of its dissolution. 
By these we know^ that the town qi Kslu, s9 
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-well as its abbey, experienced many iatal dh 
asters by fire and plunder. The market places 
which still bears a castellated appearance, oe» 
cupies the site of an ancient fort, said to Eiave 
been erected in 11 In a street opposite the 
castle, is a fragment of another fine cross, sculp- 
tured in the richest manner, with figures of 
horsemen, &c. &c. An unsatisfactory engraving 
of it has been given in the Introduction to the 
Survey of Meath, but no account of its detail, 
or explanation of its history. It is said to have 
lain neglected and prostrate on the ground for 
a long time, till it was raised on its pedestal by 
the desire, and at the expence of the celebrated 

Dean Swift 

From Kells to Virginia ix mil£s. Oa 
leaving Kells, look back from the top of the 
hill, and see a fine rich prospect, with Lord 

* Wbilst I iras surveying this curious Iragpnent of antiquity, » 
bj^stander informed me, tbat ftiere were several carious stona 

crosses still existing at a place called Cfl^^/e Kyran, \n the neigh- 
bourhood of KdU. From the Survey of the County of Meath, 
1 learuy that St, Kieran, about the year 540, built for himself 
a cell near at a place called Cattle Kieran^ near which 
there is a fine spring issuing from a rock, which the tradition of 
the country attributes to the mirsculous order of Si, Xsem, 
who blessed it Many salutary qualities are attributed to thia 
welly which is much resurud to iha catholics ou the first 
Sunday in August.*' 
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Bectivb's seat and demesne, and an ornamen* 

tal tower on the left, belonging to the same 
nobleman. I cannot commend the architecture 
of either the mansion house or its appendage. 

The same dull and uniform country continues, 
cultivated with barley, oats, potatoes, abd flax ; 
no wheat, neglected pastures, and apparently a 
poorer soil. Several eartlien works dispersed 
over the country ; a very jfine one, with a iumU' 
lus and out work in the vale near tlie river on 
the left. This river, which wc crossed, is 
called the Blackwater ; it flows from Lough 
Hamoh, waters the town of Kells, and unites 
its streams with the Bovne, near Nav an. 

The road continues very good to Virginia, 
passing near the shores of Lough Hamou, the 
form and outline of which are good, but the 
banks are flat ; towards the upper end of it there 
is some little wood, and a mansion house (as I was 
told) of Mr. Snetd. The lake contains pike 
and trout, but as no boats are allow eel to be 
kept upon it by Lord Headfort, few of either 
are taken. At Virginia there is a tolerable 
inn, with post horses. Bective Arms, Flem- 

From Virginia to Cava n xiii miles. Road 
very good ; country more hilly; continual ascents 
and descentsi but none very steep; a scanty culth 
vation of oats and potatoes intermixed with bog. 
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See at some distance to the left, Lough Shillin^ 

a lake celebrated for the superior excellence of 
its trout Nearer Cavan is a&malier pooh The 
town breaks suddenly upon the sight, after a 
vexy tedious looging for it, and a most dull and 
uninterestiog post I cannot speak much in fa» 
vour of the inns at Cavan *, each of which 
have a small supply of post horses. Cavan is 
situated in a vale near a small river, and makes 
a poor appearance as a county town. I could 
not learn that it aJdbrded any objects worthy of 
the stranger's attention. 

Tuesday 1^ August. From Cavan to Bel* 
TURfi£.TtVxi£ MiL^. Uoad very good ; country 
undulated with many little hills and dales, and 
diversified by several lakes ; continual ascents 
. and descents ; soil cultivated with oats and por 
tatoes ; a large portion of bog ; and wherever it 
is cutting, you may see large roots and trunks 
of trees intermixed with it for a considerable 
depth. At a short distance on the left of the 
road, is the line demesne of Lord Farnham, 
which for its lake and wood scenery, has been 
much, and I believe, very justly, celebrated. I 
regret that I am not able, from personal inves* 

* The Skipf and the Boot : two coaches [the DtAlm and the 

Kof'thrni] stop at the former throe times a week, on which days 
travellers laect with infoiior acconimodations; the Iwst, 
and almost all the rooms being kept for the accomtoodation of 
pBssengeift by the coach. 
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tigalioii, to lay before my readers a deacrtption 

of its natural beauties* A want of time, which 
every traveller, whose object is information as 
well as amosement, ought not to have to 
complain of, obliged me to leave this inter- 
esting demesne and hospitable mansion unvt** 
sited. 

We breakfasted at Belturbet; [Inn middl- 
ing, M'DEBMOT,]but found not a single post 
horse kept there, though the landlord at Cavan 
told us, that an ample supply would be found* 
With some difficulty we prevailed on the post- 
boys to proceed with us to our next halting 
place, Ekkiskillek, xix hil£s \ Bsltubt 
BET is built upon an eminence above the River 
£rn£, and consists principally of one long 
street, at the upper end of which is the tower 
and market house, and beyond it the church, 
near which the vestige of .an ancient fortifica*^ 
tion is to be seen. 

Leaving Belturbet, I observed some insig* 

*It is a prevailing, and I mayuith justice to the naljves add, 
ft very accoinnuxlatifig ru-'tom to stiaiVL^crs who travel pest, 
(using their own phrase) not to kaxeyour honour vpon the road^ 
but to continue with you until you find a fresh supply of 
honets snd much lo the dkcrtiU of the laocUord of the Sk^ 
. Im St Caoamy I will add, it was the oidy instance I met with dur* 
ug my tour, of any unwillingness to proceed; and had be been 
fkreviously paid for his horses, (which he wished to be) he cer* 
tainly would have kU us in the lurch. 



Digitize<:i by 



ILNOC&KIVT. 



nificant ruins upon an eminence to the right*, 
and afterwards crossed a fine river, the Wood* 
FOBD. The country improves but little, either 
in cultivation or good appearance. Whilst our 
hmes baited at a small puidic house, we walk- 
ed up to a hill on the right, called Knocknint. 
This hill, from its sudden elevation out of a 
flat country, makes a very conspicuous appear* 
ance, and we were informed by a gentlemani 
whom we met at Virginia, that from its sum» 
mit we should have a most comprehensive view of 
Lough Erne and the adjacent country. We were 
most amply repaid for our labour in ascending. 
The horizontal view on each side is wonderfully 
extensive, and the appearance of the Jake most 
singular. I cannot compare it better, than to 
the subsiding of an immense flood, and at that 
precise moment, when the land begins to reap** 
pear from under the waters ; so numerous are 
the islands^ so indented are the shores ; the ge- 
neral features however are flat and insipid, and 
many of the islands are destitute of wood. I 
mustexcqit those facing the seat of Lord Ross> 
at Belleisle, which is by far the richest part 
of thiis lake f • This lofty summit is also distin- 

* The Iter mcQtions the ruins of a venerable abbey, at two 
miles beyond BeHurbeif on the right, near the river* 
t A docription of this fine seat is given in the Iter^ page^S. 

N 
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guished by two CarneddSy or ndsed tumuli of 

stoue. 

We were obliged ta make a very circuitoin 

detour to Enniskillex. A new road was be- 
gun, but never finished, through a perfectly level 
country, by which the journey would have beea 
shortened four miles. Cross the River Cl0- 
DAGUi and see on the left a ruined church, 
with a small but neat Gothic window ; its label 
springing from human lieads : mountains culti- 
vated to a considerable height, but in smdi 
patches. On the left is the seat of Lord Ennis- 
KiLLEN, a large and high house, built in the 
prevailing taste of the country*, backed by 
high ground, and well wooded. A mountain oa 
the left deserves notice, which from the pecu- 
liarity of its strata, bears the appearance of for- 
tified ground. Another neat looking demesne 
on the left. Eni^iskillen at length appears, 
like a tovyn seated in . the midst of the waters, 
presenting a long range of buildings, extended 
on the sides of a ii\ er. We entered the town, 
over a stone bridge with lofty arches^near winch 
are the remains of a small castle, and found 

* By the prcvaiUng Uste of the country, I mean a very high 
house, abounding with a superfluity of windows, bearing more 
the resemblance of a mmmfactwry^ than a comfortable dweiiiftg 
Aome* ' > 

■ 
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good accommodations at the White Hart 
Inn, (Reed.) 

This whole day's journey afforded little va- 
riety of country or cultivation; the roacU are 
unitbrmiy good, but rendered tedious by conti- 
nual ascents and descents^ many of wliich» 
thougli short, are steep. 

Wednesday 13th August, From £nnis- 
KiLJLEN to Church Hill ix hiles. A desire 
to seethe navigation and the islands on Lough 
Erne, which had been described as well worthy ^ 
of notice, prompted us to make the first part of 
this day's journey by water. Having hired a 
boat with ibur rowers, we left Enniskillen, 
and passing under the walls of the castle, and 
the bridge, we continued for a short time within 
a narrow channel, and a rapid current. See on 
the left some castellated ruins, and a staring 
modern house. The river soon expands itself 
into the form of a lake, and opens Devenish 
Island, with its round tower. This island, 
which was the principal object of our water 
excursion, |)resents a very naked appearance, 
being totally destitute of wood : its soil how- 
ever is uncommonly rich, and produces most 
abundant crops of corn*. The first monastick 

* I was informed by one of our boatmen, who acted M 
guide, that the whole island was leased out at 2Sb. per acre, and 
uoder-let at the high advance of £A, per acre for the |)o- 

N 2 
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building that attracted our attention, was the 
shell of a Gothic church. The roof supportiDg 
the tower is groined, and has two holes re- 
maining in it, tliiough which the bell ropes 
originally passed* The little pointed doorway 
Icaclini; up to the tower, deserves notice, from 
being excellently well tluted in its angles^ and 
finished the same way at bottom as at top ; a pe- 
culiarity I do not recollect ever to have seen 
before, and producing a light and elegant effect 
In the wall adjoining the eastern window, is a 
stone inscribed with old characters, commemo- 
rating perhaps the building of this church, in 
144y, by the order of BAiimoLOMEW OTlan- 
NAGAN, the Prior of Devenish. At a short 
distance from these ruins, is a fine round tower, 
in perfect preservaliun *, and remarkable for its 

tatoc crop. Hie same ground afterwards produce<f two crops of 
barley, and is now bearing a second crop of the most luxuriant 
oats 1 ever beheld ; ant? all without the least additional manure. 
This extraordinary fertility may in a great measure be account- 
ed for by its former population, and th« constant 9U|»pIy of ma« 
aureg^vcD it by the religious inhabrtaots of the islatMl. 

* I fear that within a very short period, fature tmveHers, 

whose curiosity may lead them to this island, will not have the 
satibfuction of rocortlmg this fine tower, as in a state of good pfC' 
strvation; for sonic plants growing near its roof, have already 
caused some of the stones to start from their original position ; 
and unless they are speedily refrfaced^ and the plants removed, 
this perfect stone roof must for a certainty fell t» the ground^ 
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superior woikamnship and decorations: the 
stones are nicely dove-tailed in many places, 
and tlie cornice that separates and distinguishes 
the roof from the shaft, is richly sculptured. 
. ^ It has (according to the usual custom in these 
curious buildings) four windows at top, the 
centre stone of each of which is decorated with 
a human head. The doorway, which appears to 
be about si^ or seven feet from the grpund, 
fiices the east ; over it is a pointed windowt 

larger than those in the other stories ahove, 
which are square-headed ; the usual projections 
for the reception of different floors, are very 
evident within the turret, and the smooth and 
well joined surface of the interior walls do 
great credit to the ancient masons who erected 
it Adjoining this round tower, are the frag- 
ments of a stone-roofed chapel, which in its 
more perfect state, I imagine, resembled those 
before mentioned at Killaloe, Sec. It has a 
small round-headed entrance door towards the 
west. This was certainly the original chapel, 
and perhaps the habitation of the Saint who 
first souo'ht retirement in this isUnd. A little 
to the north of these ruins, is a stone coiiin on 
the ground, said to have been the Saint's grave i 

* 

and antiquaries will ha^'e to Idmetit the <}ownfall pf the richest 
and m^kt U'autiiui round tower in Ireland. 

1 
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and the vulgar tradition is^ that many people 
have endeavoured to fit their shapes to it, but- 

have not succeeded. .The last building I shall 
mention, is another church in ruins, which from 
the st}le of its architecture, I should suppose 
to be rather more ancient than the first, but 
not so old as either the stone roofed chapel, or 
the round tower. The eastern window is di- 
vided into three narrow compartments, with 
lancet heads, and banded on the inside. These 
monastick buildings form rather an interesting 
than a picturesque group, as none of them iit- 
dividually are sufficiently grand aiul varied to 
form a good subject for the pencil, and the com- 
ponent parts of the foreground and landscape 
are not good. According to long established 
tradition, there was a bridge of communication 
between tlic eastern part of the island and the 
main land. 

Such are the observations which, during a 

short visit, I was enabled to make on this island, 
and its religious buildings. Mr. Archdale, in 
his Monasticon, tells us, that St Laserian, 
called also Molaise, built a celebrated mona- 
stery, under the invocation of the Virgin 
Marv, in Daimh-inis, i.e. the O.i's Island. 
This Saint died A. D. 5 63, and was succeeded by 
St. Natalis, son of .Sngusius, King of Con- 
NAUGHT." He records a series of abbots, to the 
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year 1462, when the Prior OTlannagan, men- 
tioned in the inscription, died. In the years 
822, 834, and 96 1, the abbey was plundered 
by the Danes, and in 11^7, and 1360, it was 
much hurt by lire. The same author thus de- 
scribes the ruins, This abbey was a large and 
curious building, and the workmanship remark- 
ably good ; to the east of it stands a beautiful 
round tower, 76 feet high, and 41 in circum- 
ference* ; the walls, which are three feet thick, 
are built of hewn stone, each stone about a foot 
square, within and without, and with scarcely 
any cement or mortar; the roof is in the form 
of a cone, and of the same materials, and iinish- 
ed with one large stone, shaped like a bell, with 
four windows, (and the form of a man's face 
over each) near the top, and opposite to the 
cardinal points ; the door is nine feet from the 
ground. The inside of the building is nearly as 
smooth as the barrel of a gun, and on the outside, 
at the base, a circle of stone projects fiv e inches. 
The church, which is the most easterly build- 
ing, was large and beautiful, with a noble 
carved window over the high altar; next to 

* Tm$»t in bis Travels, p. 10?/stet^ the height of this round 

tower to be 69 feet to llic cornice. The conical covering, or 
cap, 15 feet more. The circumference 48 foct; the tljickncss of 
the walls 3 feet 5 inches i and the diameter of the inside ^ feet 
2 inches. 



Digitized by Google 



DBVENISH lUhE* 



this window, to the right, fibout ten feet above 
tbe ground, is the foUowing inscripuoa, tlie 
letters and points of which are raised : 

Mathevs O'Pubaoan hoc opus fecit Bart^o- 

LOMEO OTlannagan Pfiori de Daminis, 

Round this inscription is a frame, somewhat 
raisedi with another inscription on it, which 
now illegible. Next to the tower is a vaulted 
building of hewn stone, which ends in a poiAt;^ 
and is called St. Molaiss's House; near to 
this is his bed, in the shape of a stone coffin, ii^ 
which he used to pray. The neighbouring inha- 
bitants say, that pidna in the back are relieved 
by lyings in this bed. There appear to have been 
many ancient inscriptions here, but they are 
all erased and destroyed by time." 

Mr. Arch DALE attributes this building to 
the Regular Canons ; and afterwards mentions 
another religious establishment, or the Priort 
OR CoLiDEi, and adds, That in the interpo- 
lations of the ULSTER annalS) at the year 1 13(V 
we read, that the Monastery of Daminis was 
founded that year ; and reioarks, that the au-t 
thprmust mean either the repairing of the an- 
cient Monastery of St. Laserian, or the founds 
ing of this Priory of the Coi»id£i, or Secular 
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Pri^ta." If the inscription before cited, i» ei^- 
actly copied, and the series of i^bbPU i» correct, 

there can be no doubt but that church ^vas the 

original abb^y > and tbq date of 1449, may <^Qiu^ 
mendorato repairs, o? perhaps tbt construction 
of the Qast^rn window only, npt oi the whole 
church; and from ita position cIo9f» to the win*^ 
dow, I should rather suppose that to be the 
qase. The ruins of the other church, which are 
probably those of the Priory of C<^w>xi^ found- 
ed A.D. 1130, seem to have been unknown to 
Mr. AacupALs; at least, they are uiiaotiQed 
by him* 

Leaving Devenish Ihlantl, we proceeded on 
our voyage : the shores of Loyou £|tN£ couti-< 
nue flat, and cultivated for some distance. On 
the left are the deserted mansioi), ^nd naked 
demesne of Castlb I]uki:» once clothed with 
the most luxuriant woods. The scenery now be- 
gios to improve, particularly on the south west 
side of the lake, which we coasted near a long 
and continued line of rich and flourishing copse 
wood ; the islands also bear a more wooded ap- 
pearance. I The soil on the south west side of the 
Lough, produces lime stone, and no bog;, the 
opposite side has bog, but no lime stone. 
Saw on the right an island with a church in 
ruins, and a simply stone cross near it, in good 
preservation. The usual place of landing, is about 
three c^uartcrs of a mile distant from CiiuKcii 
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Hill, and the walk being on high ground, 
Gominands an advantageous view of tfae lake; 
but the waters were so much agitated, and our 
boatmen seemed so little experienced in the pro- 
fession they were now exercising, that we were 
induced to go on shore two miles sliort of our 
destined spot, and to walk from tbence to 
Church Hill. 

' This small village lias derived its name from 
the situation of its church upon a hill. It has 
a decent little inn, with a chaise and a few post 
horses ; but not a sufficient number to be de- 
pended upon, though our landlord at Exnis- 
KiLLEN assured us, that we should meet with no 
disappointment in regard to avoalry* 

Leaving Church Hill, we ascended along 
the ridge of a steep mountain, enjoying a view 
of the most magnificent extent of \^ater I ever 
beheld in our kingdom ; and I doubt if tlic 
shores of the Lake of Geneva, in Switzer- 
land, can present a more striking expanse of 
water. The surrounding scenery is highly ap- 
propriate ; for the road is confined on the left 
by a bold line of perpendicular and rocky moun- 
tain: larger herds of cattle would render the 
scene still more animated. 

On descending' nearly to a level with the 
lake, the scenery of course becomes tamer. On 
the opposite shores are the rich woods of Cald- 
well Castle (described in the Iter^ p. 10£.) 
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The lake now assumes the appearance of a river, 
and winds its course through a flat and peaty 
vale/ till it reaches the village of Belleek; 
here the waters reassume their vigour, and roll* 
ing furiously over a bed of rock, and forming 
in their course two fine cataracts, pass under a 
lofty bridge close to the village. From thence 
the river continues to flow rapidly for some dis- 
tance, under perpendicular and well wooded 
rocks towards Balltshankok, affording some 
very beautiful scenery, both above and below 
the bridge. The road from Belleek to Bal* 
LYSHAyNON, presents nothing interesting, (the 
river being out of sight) except in the immedi- 
ate approach to the latter place, where the town, 
div^ided by a long bridge, appears in a pleasing 
point of view. 

We had naturally made previous inquiry, 
what sort of accommodations were to be met 
with at Ballyshannon : those we had made 
during our former route, with respect to inns 
and post horses, had always been satisfactory 
in the Jirat instance, but often proved dissatis- 
factory when we came to the point : but in tin's 
instance we could draw out no positive answer 
whatever; some pleaded ignorance, others 
laughed, but no one would so far speak ill of 
his country, as to give us a true account of the 
inns at Ballyshannon. We were therefore 
in a great degree led to expect but homely fare. 
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and not the best accommodations; and we 
were certainly not disappointed; for a more 
dirty inn, and worse attendance I nevar met 
with either abroad or at home : the rooms and 
beds teemed with every kind of vemun, and a 
dirty barefooted wench acted as our femm^ 
£l€ ckambre aud waiter: good humaur, how 
ever, and willingness to oblige, [those constant 
good qualities of the common Irish,] were not 
wanting on the part of our landlady ; but more 
essential ccnnforts were necessary to restore our 
spirits after a long aud tedious day's journey, 
Balltshannon, however, with all its ijj^a^ 
gremens, is worthy a visit*; for, close to the 
town, the river falling precipitately over a 
ridge of black rocks, forms a grand catan^ct at 
the spot where it discharges its waters into the 
sea. The salmon hshery at this place is very 
productive, and according to the statement of 
the late Survej/ of Donegall^ when last rented, 
produced annually «f.l083. 6s. 8d. and at this 
present time still more: the eel fishery also lets 
for «f.3S5. 10s. 6d. yearly. These fisheries are 
very numerous throughout Irelan4» and the 

*<Aoy future traveller who would wish to follow my stqM in 
this part of Ireland, may avoid the inconvenienceB I incuned, by 
sleeping the first night at Ckurch HiU, and the second at Doim* 
gali, at each of which places, he will find good accommoda- 
tions; he might also, by this ftrrangrment, find time to sec Cas- 
tle Caldwell, 
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breed of salmon is considered of such high na- 
tional importance, that all weirs are ordered to 
be opened, and the fishery discontinued after 
the l£th of August, tiiac the salmon may have 
il free passage up the river to deposit their 
spawu. 

The River £rne> whose course we bad fol- 
lowed for so considerable a distance, appears to 

derive its source from Lough Gounagh, on 
the liorders of the County of Lonoford. From 
thence it flows to Belturbet, where we first 
noticed it ; below this place it expands itself 
into a lake, the very singular appearance of 
which, from Knockniny hill, I have before 
described. It again assumes its former shape, 
and contracting its chattnel, washes the walls 
of Enniskillen. From this place it continues 
its river^like course for a short distance, and 
then assumes tlie appearance, sometimes of a 
lakCy sometimes of a spacious river; being thick- 
ly studded with large and well wooded islands. 
' A little to the south of Church HiLL,it widens 
into an extensive ^loogh^ and so large is its 
scale, that it seems almost like an inland sea : 
having skirted the luxuriant woods of Casxle 
Caldwell, it loses at once all its dignity, and 
fUnvs silently through a flat and boggy vale. 
At the village of BELLEEK^it takes a totally dif- 
ferent character, full of sound and fury, but 
these are soon spent : it becomes tranquil until 



Digrtized by Google 



it has passed the bridge at BALLTSHAK'Noy, 

wlieii it makes another furious eflbrt, and vent- 
ing with rage, discharges its waters iuto the 
sea, over aprecipitous cataract. Few rivers possess 
such variety of feature as the Erne. It has beeu 
considered by the Northern Irish as a rival to 
KiLLARNEV ; but howcvcr it may vie with the 
southern lake, and indeed surpass it as to ej> 
tent of watery-surface, it can by no means boast 
either of the same beauty, richness, variety, or 
gubhmity. 

Tliough the accommodations of the inns at 
Ballyshannon are so very bad, yet the town 
is not inconsiderable. The church is situated 
upon an eminence at the upper end of it. 
Only two pair of post horses being kept here, 
and one pair being pre-engaged, I sent off a mes- 
senger to DoNEGALL for a supply, which for- 
tunately arrived in time to relieve us from the 
melancholy prospect of spending a second night 
at this filth}' inn. 

TuuRsi^AY 14 August. From Ballyshan- 
non to DoNEGALL and Ballibofet xxin 
uiLES, Between the two former places, the road 
18 good, but hilly, the country very stony. After 
passing the village of Ballintra, it improves 
in cultivation. See a part of the Bay of Don£- 
QALL, bounded by high mountains, on the left 
The road is obliged to make a very winding 
and circuitous course^ in order to avoid the 
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numerous little hills^ with which this tract of 

couutry is undulated. W e found a good inn at 
DoNEGALL, situated in the market placCi and 
reasonable charges*. 

There is something pleasing in the scenery 
about DoNEGALL, and the ruins of an old cas*- 
tellated mansion, with the river, bridge, &c. 
afford a good subject for the pencil. Immedi- 
ately adjoining the town,, is a small port, and a 
little lower down, on the banks of the river, 
are the remains of a Franciscan monastery, 
ibuiuled (according to AivCHDALe) in the year 
1474, by Odo Roe, son of Nial Garbu 
O'DoNNELL, Prince of Tyrconnel, and by 
his wife FiONGU ALA (Penelope) daughter of 
Connor na frona O'Brien, Prince of Tuo^ 
MOi^D. Odo, the founder, died A.D. 1505. In 
describing this monastick building, Mr. AucH- 
D ALE says: The cloyster consists of small 
arches, supported by couplets of pilhus on a 
basement ; in one part are two narrow passages^ 
one over the other, about four feet wide, ten 
long, and seven high; they seem to have been 
places for depositing valuable effects in times 
of clanger : the upper one is covered with stones, 

* Our bill for dinner amounted to six shillings, for three peo- 
ple: for which we had two chickens, mutton chops^ two very 
krge lobstei9| vegetables^ Imtter, and cheese. 
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laid along on the beams of stone tbat cross it^ 

and the lower one with stones laid across oti 
the walls; each of them are exactly after the 
Egyptian manner of bnilding ; and in a build* 
ing over it, are plain marks of a regular Roman 
pediment, although some other building had 
been erected against it. 

After dinner, we continued our journey to 
Balltbofev, where we slept. Land cultivated 
w ith oats, potatoes,and flax ; the grass not cut, 
even in this advanced season of the year; cot- 
tages built of stone ; and in many places tiirf 
supplies the place of straw^in their coverings. 

Near the village of Townavillt is a pretty 
lake on the right, called Lough Esk, diversi- 
fied by islands, and backed by high mountains. 
The soil on the adjoining hills, is cultivated to 
some hei<»ht, but in sniall poitioiis, as is the 
case near the road. We now began to ascend 
towards a pass or gap in the mountains, which 
had appeared to us very conspicuous during the 
whole of the day, and expectation stood on tip^ 
toe till we mched it; but this, like many oth^ 
objects, viewed by anticipation, did not, on 
close inspection, answer our wishes. Though 
not so bold in iX6 featuics, as it promised to be, 
at a distance, it still is a fine wild pass ; the hills, 
are rocky and lofty, clad with heath, and wa* 
tered at their base by a rapid stream ; the ascent* 
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longy but gradual, and the road good. Leaving 
thts^ pBss through the Barnsmore thouititams, 
the scenery becomes very dreary and uninter- 
esting ; a level heathy plain, fit only to be m-* 
habited by groose and black cattle. See a cas-* 
cade on the left, which seems to come from 
some lough. Skirt the sides of Lough 
Mourn, a long and narrow lake. The evening 
closed before we concluded this long and tedi- 
ous stage, and arriired at BallijIofbt, where 
we found a very clean und comfortable iun, and 
a good supply of post horses. 

FaiDAr 15 Augvst. VtMk hAtLthbvtr^ 
through Raphoe to Dekey, xx miles. Road 
good. The country improv^eii in cultivatiohi 
and the people in their dress; the soil is cnlti-* 
vated with oats, bere^ potatoes, and flax ; but 
little wood ; hills longer, and not so frequent. 
During the interval of baiting our horses at a 
decent little inn (tlie Mitre) w^examined tlie 
Cathedral Church of R a pqob 

* Rt^^kotf » amatt town, which gives mune to the Barony. St» 
CUM ibondeil an cxtamiTe monaatery at RatkUikf and ikd 
the9th«f A.D. 59$. Si, Adtmm^ Abbotaf ^ * 
^tron and wt^mr of Ais moMMtefy, died the liSd of 6«pWtaN' 
9er, A.D. 703, about which time Ra^^hoe became and continues 
to be the scat of a bishop. Arekdale, p. 104. 

The author of tkmltcr differs respecting the foundation of this 
etthadral; ha ai^a it fonndcd hy JaiMly ahanf tte mid* 

O 
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It has no aivtique architecture to boast of^ 

having been moclernizcd both within and with- 
out, and neatly pewed. A cross, celebrated for 
the performance <of miracles, stood formerly in 
the cathedral, but was removed to Armagh, 
about the yeai' 1438, by Bishop O'Galchor'^. 
The episcopal palace adjoins the church, and 
the residence of the Dean is a little way out of 
the town. 

Leaving Raphoe, we continued our journey 
towards Derry. lioad rough, and more hilly, 
till we joined the great tract leading to Stra- 
BANE, which we saw at some distance to the 
south, at the extremity of a fine vale, watered 
by the Biver Fotle. Pass St. JohnVtowk, 
and at two milts fr()in Derry, descend towards 
the river, from whence the city, pleasantly si- 
tuated on a verdant knoll (under which the 
FoYLE takes a most magnificent curving sweep), 
opens to great advantage; road very bad near 
the town. There are two inns in Bishop^s 
Street, adjoining the city gates; Murray's^ 

on the left, Walker's on the right, at the for* 

* 

• '■■ * 

die of tli« sixth century, and that a cathedral was erected •& 

t&e rain* of the church of St, £«imii» in the eleveoth oentuiy. 

• . . . » ■ ' ■ . ' 

■I 

* The author of the Staiitikd Survey . (fAriMgk^ has given a 
iriewof an ancient crois existing in thai capital, bntlatono no*> 

tice of it« removal from Haphoe. / • " ' » 
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mer of wliich, we found good iiccoininodatioiiflt 

and post horses. The same kind of tillage pre- 
vails becweeti Rapuoe and Derrt, with aa 
occasional field of wheat. The females were bu*^ 
sily employed iu their flax harvest, which emits 
a most nauseous smell when spread on the 
ground to dry, 

. The evening was employed in surveying the 

town, cathedral^ . &c. The city is wi^Ued^ 

and its elevated terrace affords a dry and plea* 

sant walk : it has one handsome street, leading 

down to the port, with the Exchange in the 

centre. The Cathedial is a large and neat 

building, partaking of the castellated as well 

as ecclesiastical architecture, being turretted 

and embattled at the eastern angles : its styld 

is that which was in vogue about the reign of ¥ 

K. Henry VIIL A tower is at this time build* 

ing, in order to support a steeple, which, on ac 

count of its threatening appearance, was pnt« 

dently taken down. The only inscription, worth 

recording, is the following ; 

« 

" If stones could speak, then LGndon's praise would sound, 
Yiho built this church and cit^ irom the grouud. l6SS« 

• Some renovated white or French banners, 
recording the bravery of the citizens of Debrt^ 
in the year 1689; m suspended oti each side, of 

o9i 
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the altar*. The long wooden bridge over the 
river^ is a siagularly striking object, particularly 
wfaeii you are upon it. 

The following account of its construction has 
been given in the Statistical Survey of Derry: 
This bridge was constructed by Lemuel 
Cox, of Boston, in Xohth America; it was 
completed in the space of 1 3 months : iu length 
it is 1068 feet^ in breadth 40 feet: the piers 
consist of Oak from 14 to 18 inches square, and 
from 14 to 58 feet long ; the head of each post 
is tenanted into a dap piece, 14 inches square, 
and 40 feet long, supported by three sets of 
girths and braces ; the piers, which are distant 
from each other 1^ feet, are bound together by 

13 string-pieces, equally divided, and trans- 

• A Very interesting account of this memorable siege, was 
written by the Rev. Gtarge fFal&er, and republished at Duhiutf 
A.D. 1736, it coDcludes thus : 

** Thus, after 10$ days, being close besieged by near 30,000 
men, constantly supplied from Ditftlm, God Almighty was 
pleased, in our greatest extremity, to send relief, to the admira- 
tion and j >y of all good people, and to the great disappointment 
of so powerful and inveterate an enemy, who were concerned in 
point of interest, as well as reputation* to have rendered them- 
selves masters of the town* 

^ The enemy lost between S, or 90Q0inen before our walls, 
and 100 of their best offioeis» according to the best computation 
we could make of both^ by the infokmatidti of theprisoneis we 
took,&c/' -■ ' 
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vereely bolted ; on the atring-piece^ is laid the 
flooring; to each side of the platform is affi^ceda 
railing 44- feet high; inside railings are also 
made to guard the foot passengers ; 26 lamp- 
posts arc arranged along the sides of the bridge. 
Between the middle of the bridge and the end 
next the city, a draw-arch has been constructed, 
of which all the machinery is worked under the 
floor the bridge* The greatest depth of the 
river at low water is 31 feet, and the rise of the 
tide is from eight to ten feet.** 

The same author, in his survey of thecoiinty» 
has given the following descii|jti()n of tlie City 
of D£ERY. ''The form of the city is that of a 
parallelogram, whose longest sides range from 
north-east to south-west, and the shortest, 
north-east to south-east. It has four main 
streets within the walls ; each of these com- 
mencing at the Diamond, a public square, ter- 
minates at a gate, to which it gives its name. 
The lengtli of the city, witliin the walls, from 
Bishop s-GATE, to Ship-quay Gate, is 1273 
feet; the breadth, from Ferrt-quay G^te to 
BuTCHEKs-GATE, IS 635 tcct. The main streets 
cross at right angles ; the smaller streets and 
lanes, in general, follow the same arrangement. 
The streets are wcU paved and lighted, but ^ 
neither these, nor the roads, are suiliciently le« 
vel, to make the use of carriages convenient. 
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The cathedral vm erected under the directioo 
of Sir John Vauohan, in 1633. About twen* 
ty years ago, under the auspices of the £ael of » 
Bristol, the Bishop of the diocese, a very 
beautiful spire of cut freestone, was erected on 
the tower of the original steeple; but unfortu- 
vately, the weight of this new building, pressed 
upon the gathering of the arches, which were 
sprung to support it, and rendered its situation 
so precarious and alarming^ that it was deemed 
pnulent to take it down again." The stones of 
,this steeple are all numbered, and it is intended 
to reerect the spire, as soon as the tower, des- 
tined to support it, is -completed. 
Those who wish for more complete information 
respecting the ancient state of the city of Lon- 
DONDEuay, may consult Mr. HABRis's Hibar- 
nica^ where a minute account is given of the 
city, from a survey made by Pynnar, in the 
year 1618. 

. Mr. Archdale records the existence of se- 
veral nionastick buildings at Derry ; of which 
the Abbey of Canons Regular, founded by St, 
CoLUicB, in the sixth century, was the most 
celebrated. This author has given a series of 
its abbots, from that early period to tiie year 
1591; He also mentions a Convent of Domini- 
cans, founded A.D. 12/4 ; a Franciscan Friary, 
and a Nunnery of the Cistercian Order, found* 
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ed in 1218 ; but of all these religious establish- 
ments, I could not learn that any vestiges re; 
maiue4 at present. ^ 

The houses in Derry are built chiefly of 
brick ; the Bishop's Palace, now fitting up, is 
in the principal street ; and the Dean's residence 
is nearly opposite. Over the City Gate, in 
Bishop s Street, are two heads, well sculptured 
in stone. 

Saturday 1() August. From Derry to 
Newtown Limavapy, xiii miles. On look- 
ing back, see a pleasing view of Dcrrt, and its 
long-extended bridge. The lough appears to 
great advantage on the left. See at some dis* 
tance its emhouchurey bounded by a bold and 
precipitate hill towards the north. At mile ix 
is a seat of the Bebesford family: fine ap- 
proach to the house, through a wood of stately 
oaks, and a rich underwood of holly, &c« 
Lough Fotle in front. At Balltkellt is a 
new church, the head of which is too large for 
its body. Lose sight of the Lough ; mud cot- 
tages reappear. We baited our horses at New- 
town Limavady, a neat looking town, with 
wide streets, built upon an eminence ; a decent 
inn (Blair's Hotel.) Road good and wide; 
little variety in the general state of cultivation. 

From thence we took the new road to 
CoLERAiNE, X MILES, ovcr a loug aud tedious 
mountaini which afibrds an extensive view of 
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Lough Foyle, and the distant country. Hav- 
ing reached the apeje of the mountain^ we tra- 
versed a dreary tract of wild and boggy ground 

to CoLEKAixE. I observed during this day's 

journey several earthen works and earned^, dis<* 
persed over the hills and plains, and a very fine 

one of the for];n^r description on the river near 

OUNTS CAUSEWAY. 

Sunday 17 August. Out intended plana, 
and high expectations, were considerably de« 
ranged, by the very unfavourable appearance 
of the morning. Our curiosity to see this far- 
famed wonder of the North, was great and ur- 
gent ; and the very idea of moping within our 
duUquartersiatCoLEBAiBTE, was too muchforus 
to support: we proceeded therefore on our jour- 
ney to the Causeway, which is distant from 
CoLEaAiNE eight long miles. No one object 
on this tract intervenes, either to amuse the 
€^e, or divert the attention ; they must feed 
by anticipation on the natural curiosities they 
have in view. Passing by the shell of a large 
church in ruins,, we came to the little village 
of Bush Mills, situated on the River Bitsh, 
which falls over a weir near the bridge ; we 
stopped at a cottage, not fitr distant from, the 

4 
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Causxwat, where we fouod a room fer our- 
•elveSy and stabling for our hojrses. 

About twelve o'clock, the clouds dispersed, 
Skud the heavens seem dispoiied to favour our 
expedition. Of things so much talked of, ve ai^ 
too apt to form exaggerated itleas, for omne 
ignotum pro magnifico est,'' and L know of npac^ 
whose praises have been so much vaunted as 
the Lake of Killakney and the Giant's 
Causeway ; the Southern and Northern won* 
ders of Ireland. When such gigantic epi- 
thets are appUed to objects, we of course ex- 
pect to see nature decked in her grandest and 
roost horrid attire ; aud the idea which my ima- 
gination had formed concerning the Causb- 
WAT, was that of a high and extensive range of 
basaltic columos, stretching forth boldly into 
the sea, like a stately pier ; but from its flat* 
ncss, the Causeway is totally overlooked, un- 
til pointed out by your guide : its detail, how- 
ever, when examined on the spot, is extremely 
curious. The surrounding mountains, though 
rather on a large scale, are not suihciently va* 
ried to give them a beautiful appearance, or 
columnar enough to give them au imposing 
one : in short, the whole of this scenery will 

prove more .satisfactory to the natural philo- 
sopher, and mineralogist, than to the artist 
Having never studied mineralogy, I feel to- 
tally incompetent to give either a just or ade- 
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quate description of this great natural ciiriosity ; 
but my readers will have no cause to lament 

my inability, when I lay before them an ac- 
count of the Cause WAT and its basaltes^ drawn 
up by the Rev. William Hamilton, in his 
Letters concerning the Northern Coast of An* 
trim. 

The Caus'eway itself, is generally de- 
scribed as a mole or quay, projecting from the 
base of a steep promontory, some hundred feet 
into the sea, and is formed of perpendicular 
pillars of basaltes, which stand in contact with 
each other, exhibiting a sort of polygon pave- 
ment, somewhat resembling the appearance of 
a solid honeycomb. The pillars are irregular 
prisms, of various denominations, from three 
to eight sides * ; but the hexagonal colun^us are 
as numerous as all the others together. 

"On a niiiuue inspection, each pillar is found 
to he separable into several joints, whose arti- 
culation is neat and compact beyond expres** 
sion; the convex termination of one joint, air- 
ways meeting a concave socket in the next ; 

* 'iAv.Favjas de St, Fond, took much pains to search for pillai t 
of Jitfie sides, amongst the basaltes of Vivciais, in conseqaenc* 
of the account which Hr. Mofynmst and Mr. de Lkh g»ve, that 
inch were to be found ; but there is little douBt that both tbeaa 
gentlemen were mistaken ; none of Uiat denomination are to be 
discovered at the Giarf's Causczvaj/f or in the neighbourhood j 
indeed oc/a^^o^w/ pillars can very rarely be met wilh. 
3 



Digitized by Google 



giant's causeway. 20S 

besides which, the angles of one frequently 
shoot over those of the other, so that they are 
completely locked together, and can rarely 
be separated without a fracture of these parts. 

''The sides of each column are unequal 
amongst themselves, but the contiguous sides 
of adjoining columns, are always of equal di- 
mensions, so as to touch in all their parts. 

"Though the angles be of various magnitudes, 
yet the sum of the contiguous angles of adjoin- 
ing pillars, always makes up four right ones ; 
so that there are no void spaces among the ba- 
saltes; the surface of the Causeway exhibit* 
ing to view, a regular and compact pavement 
of polygon stones. 

"The outside covering is soft, and of a brown 
colour, being the earthy parts of the stone, 
nearly deprived of its metallic principle by the 
action of the air, and of the marine acid which 
it receives from the sea*." 

Having spent a few hours in examining the 
Causeway, we visited a cavern in a little bay 
to the westward, and not far from the cottage 
where we had left our chaise. Here the artist 
will find a grand subject for his pencil, which I 

* Tliis coftting contains iron which has lost its pihgithm, and 
is nearly redocerf to a state of calx ; for, with a veiy modcrata 
heat, it becomes of a bright red ochra colour, the attendant 

of an iron eai tli. 
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waA prevented taking, by a vioknt ami daor 
gerous &11 in getting mto the cavern*. 
This subtenaneous grotto, into which the sea 
roars with great violence^ is certainly worth 
notice : its entrance has been shut up, (and I 
have reason to think, unlawfully) in order to 
claim ^om strangers an admittance fee. 

Monday 18 August. I varied niy road to 
Bush Mills, in order to view Dunluce Cas- 
tle. See Port Qush on the left^and at a greater 
distance, Down Hill, a magnificent house, 
built by LoBD B&istol, the late Bishop of 
Derrt t» and situated on the edge of the sea, 
not far from the entrance to Lough Foyle. I 
observed some rude basaltes or columnar stones 
on the hills to the right, and saw several of 
their joints employed in the construction of 
the neighbouring houses. There is a fine sea 
prospect on this coast; bounded by a long 
range of the Don eg all mountains. Not far 
to the westward of Dunluce, is a fine rock of 
lime stone, as white chalk, great quantities 



* I mention this circumstance as a cautioji to future travel- 
lers, whose curiosity may lead them into this subterraneous 
grotto. The approach is dark, and the wall which separates the 
interior from the itdtty is very tUppeiy, asd shoold be stizmoutitp 
ed with caution. 

t See a description of Dam Hill (with a view) in the Statit' 
tical Surv€if of Derr^, 
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of which are' burned in kilhjs, and used as ma« 
nure. 

DuNLUC£, at first sight, presents only an 

unseemly pile of ruins, like those of a village 
destroyed; but on a nearer approach, its situ- 
ation becomes truly striking; ieUid indeed ma'- 
jestic, when viewed from the sea shore at its 
b^e. Its position is one of the boldest I have 
ever witnessed, and gives a degree of grandeur 
to the ruins, which in a less commanding situ- 
ation, might perhaps pass unnoticed. 

The picture of this castle has been so ably 
drawn by the ingenious Mr. Hamilton, that 
I shall again wave any description of my own* 
' ** There are three or four old castks along 
the coast, situated in places extremely difficult 
0f access, but their earlv histories are for the 
greater part lost. The most remarkable of these 
is the Castle of Dunluce, which is at present 
in possession of the Antrim family. It is situ- 
ated in a singular manner ou an isolated ab- 
rupt rock, perforated by the waves, which have 
foniied under it a very spacious ca\ cm. This 
rock projects into the sea, and seems as it were 
split off from the terra firma. Over the imme- 
diate chasm lies the oniy approach to the cas- 
tle;, along a narrow wall, which has been built 
somewhat like a bridge, connecting it to the 
adjoining land ; and this circumstance must 
have rendered it almost impregnable before the 
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ilivention of artillery. On close examiaatioB» 
it appears that there was originally another 
wall, which ran across the chasm, parallel to the 
former, and that hy laying boards over these, 
an easy passage might occabionally bemadefor 
the benefit of the garrison. 

The walls of this castle are built of columnar ' 
basaltes, many juiats of which are placed in 
aucb a manner as to show their polygon sections; 
and in one of the windows of the north side, 
the architect has contrived to splay off the wali 
neatfy enough, by making use of the joints of 
a pillar, whose angle was sufficiently obtuse to 
suit his purpose. 

'^The original lord of this castle and its terri<* 
tories, was an Irish chief, called, M'Quillan ; 
of whom little is known, except that, like mosi 
of his countrymen, he was hospitable, brave, 
and improvident; unwarily allowing the Scots 
to grow in strength, until they contrived to 
beat him out of all his possessions." 

Some further accounts of this castle may be 
collected from the Life of Sie Johk Perrot, 
who, being Lord Deputy of Ireland, encamp- 
ed before Dunluse, and besieged it, being one 
of the strongest pieces within the realm of 
Ireland ; ** for it is situate upon a rock, hang- 
ffig over the sea, divided from the mayne, with 
a dieep rock ditch, natural and not artificial, 
and having no way to it but a small neck of 
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the same rock, which is also cut off very deep. ' 
It had in it then a strong ward, whereof the 
captain was a Scotishman, who, when the De- 
puty sent to him to yield, refused parley, and 
answered (speaking very good English) that 
they would keep it to the last man which 
made the Deputy draw near thither, and plant 
a battery of culverines and cannon before it, 
which being brought by sea to Skirries Pokt . 
Rush, the Lord Deputy caused to be drawn 
thither, (being t\v^o miles oil from Dl xlusl) • 
by force of men, wherein he spared not the la* 
bour of his own servants; and when small 
shot played so thick out of the fort, that the 
common soldiers began to shrink in planting of 
the artillery, the Lord Deputy made his own 
men fill the gabions with earth, and make good 
the ground, until the ordinance was planted, and 
the trenches made. This being done, the Lord 
Deputy himself gave fire to the first piece of 
ordinance, and discharged it, which did no. 
great hurt ; but shortly after, it being better 
shakedt the next morning (after that they had 
over-night felt a little the force of the battefy) 
they sent unto the Lord Deputy to be received 
unto mercy, whereunto he condescended the 
rather, because he would save the charges 
of repairing again that piece, which otherwise 

be must have beat down, and for that be would 

■ 1 
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not spend die provision ) Weaken the fefcetf* 

and hinder the rest of the services then in tend- 
er l>y lying long before one fort; and tbere^ 
fbrebe granted them life, and liberty to depart.*' 
P. 160* This fort was atterxrards lost by the 
treachery of its governor^ which is thus record* 
cd by the same biographer: Withall there 
happening an accident of the loss of Duni^use, 
(which the Deputy had won, and placed a ward 
therein) he advertised the same unto the Priry 
Council after his manner. When he first tooic 
that pile, he placed a pensioner, called Pete» 
Ca&t, to be constable of it, with a ward of 
XIV soldiers, thinking him to be of the £ng* 
lish pale or race ; but afterwards foimd that be 
was of the Car£WS in the north. This consta* 
Ue, reposing trust in those* of Ms country and' 
kindred, had gotten some of them unto hini| 
and discharged the English soldiers unknown 
to the Deputy : two of these having confede- 
rated with the enemiesi drew up fifty of them 
in the night, by ropes made of withies. Having 
surprized the castle, they assaulted a little 
tower, wherein the constable was, and a few 
I0^ith faitn ; they at flfst oflfered them life, and 
to put them in any place they would desire; 
(for so had the traitors cdhditioised with them 
tefore;) but the constable, willing to pay the" 
price of his foUy, chose rather to forego his tifer^ 
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yffitU the place in very manly sort, than to yieldi 
unto any such conditions, and was slain. Tbtl 
transactipn bappeued aUout the y^ar ^.585." 

Many interesting and striking views might 
be taken of this castle in its different aspects, 
by the artist who ha^ time and inchuation at hi$ 
command. The subterraneous cavern wbicli 
perforates tiie rock o^ which the fortress stands, 
is also wortby pf remark. 

From Dun LUCE, I went to Bush Mills, and 
from tbenpe to my former halting place near 
the Causeway, where I procured a horse, and 
fode over a smooth and level down to Cape 
Plkasi^in, dist^qt about a inile and a half 
from the cottage. Here I met with those gi^. 
gantic features which I had been led to expect 
nt the Causeway, Frpm a trntu^al seat on thi^ 
cape, I had a truly astonishing and pleasing 
view of three successive promontories, or head- 
lands, retiring in gradual perspective; their 
upper surface level and uniibr«n; their base 
broken in the most fantastic forms. Such is the 
view looking westward ; the tnore minute par- 
ticulars of which I shall extract from the work 
of the same able author, to whom I have been 
indebted for former descriptions of this coast 
To the eastward the view is no less interesting; 
presenting in the foreground, the verdant head- 
land of Benoore, and at a distance the more 
l^^rreq one of FAiausAD, with Ragh£ey Island ; 
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beyond which, I distinctly saw the heights of 

the Western Ibica lu Scotland*; for a clearer 
and more advantageous day for distant pro- 
spects never shone upon travellers. 

This line of coast is thus aduiirably and cor- 
rectly described by Mr. Hamilton : " The 
leading i'c.Uurcs of tliis wliole coast, are the 
two great promontories of JBenoore and Fair- | 
HEAD, which stand at the distance of eight ' 
iniles iVoni each other ; both formed on an ex- | 
tensive scale, both abrupt towards the sea, and 
abundantly exposed to observation; and each, 
in its kind, exhibiting noble arrangements of 
the different species of columnar basaltes. 

The former ot" these, (Bexgore) lies about 
seven mile^i west of B a ll ycastle, and is ge- 
nerally described by seamen, who see it at a 
distance, and in prohie, as an extensive bead* 
'land, running out from the coast a considerable 
length into the sea; but, strictly speaking, it 
is made up of a number of lesser capes and bays, 
each with its own proper name, the tout en- 
semble of which forms wliat the beameu denomi- 
nate the headland of Be^^go&e. 
• These capes are composed of variety of 
different nuiges of pillars, and a great number 
of strata ; which, from the abruptness of the 

- * r 

i 

• I imagine the very high mountains to be those called tbfi 
raps of JurOf iu an island uf the same nam?. 
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coasty are extremely conspicuous, and form an 

unrivalled pile of natural ai c liitecture, where- 
in all the neat regularity and elegance of 
art, is united to the wild magnificence of na- 
ture. 

"The most perfect of these capes, is called 
Pleaskin. whose summit is covered with a 
thin grassy sod, under which lies the iiaiurul 
basaltic rock, having generally a hard surface, 
somewhat cracked and shivered. At the depth 
of ten or twelve feet from the summit, this 
rock begins to assume a columnar tendency, 
and forms a range of massy pillars of basaltes, 
which stand perpendicular to the horizon, pre- 
senting, in the sharp face of the promontory, 
the appearance of a magnificent gallery, or co- 
lonnade, upward of sixty feet in height* This 
colonnade is supported on a solid base of coarse, 
black, irregular ruck, near sixty feet thick, 
abounding in blebs and air holes ; but. though 
cdmparatively irregular, it may be evidently 
observed to affect a peculiar figure, tending in 
many places to run into regular forms, resem^ 
bling the shooting of salts, and many other 
substances, during a hasty crystallization. . 

Under this great bed of stone» stands a 
second range of pillars, between forty and fifty 
feet in height, less gross, aud more sharply de- 
fined than those of the upper story; many of 
them, on a close view, emulating even the noat- 

P S 



Digitized by Google 



21S CAPE PLEASKIN. 

nessof the columns in the Giakt^s Cause* 
WAY. This lower range is borne on a layer of 
red ochre stone, which serves as a relief to show 
it to great advantage. 

** These two admirable natural galleries, to- 
gether with the interjacent mass of irregular 
rock, form a perpendicular height of one hundred 
and seventy feet ; from the base of which, the 
promontory, covered over with rock and grass, 
slopes down to the sea for the splice of two 
hundred feet more, making, in all, a mass of 
near four hundred feet in height, which in 
beauty and variety of its colouring, in elegance 
and novelty of arrangement, and in the extras 
ordinary magnitude of its objects, cannot rea« 
dily be rivalled by any thing of the kind at pre- 
sent known. 

Though there are but two complete ranges 
of pillars visible in any of the promontories, 
yet it is not improbable that there may be 
many more in succession, at various depths 
under ground ; and this opinion is confirmed by 
columnar marks, which can be traced in se- 
veral rocks that lie in the sea. Tlie Cause-* 
WAY itself is situated at the base of one of 
these capes, on the level of the beach, and ap* 
pears as part of a columnar bed, that has been 
accidentally stripped and washed, during a 
long course of years, l^y lains and the waves 
of the ocean. 
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The pillars of the whole headland of Beit* 
i&OR£» appear naturally to affect a pei^endicular 
aituation, and in a few places vhere they lie 
in an inclined posture, it seems to be the effect 
of some external cause, which has deranged 
theiii fiom their original disposition. Indeed, 
where the foims of crystallization areimperfect^ 
they may be seen to shoot in various directions^ 
and soiiietimes in irrtgular curves; but in most 
of these instances, the columnarouiiioeis very 
rude and unfinished. 

It is worth while remarking, tliat the 
ranges of pillars are more perfect^ in proportion 
as they lie deeper in the ground; the second 
range in Pleaskin is evidently better finished 
than the upper one» and contains much fewer 
irrei^ularities in the grain of its stone; while 
ihc pillars of the Causeway, which runs into 
the sea itself, have still a greater sharpness in 
tlicir figure, and arc more close and uniform in 
their texture. Such is the general outline of 
this great headland, aiFording objects ex- 
tremely interesting to every one, who may 
wish to study nature in her bold and uncom- 
mon works. 

•* As this cape exhibits a copious variety of 
basaltic substances, distinctly marked in their 
appearances and relative situations, and capa- 
ble of being attentively examined, it may be 
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proper to enumerate, with more precision, the 
different fossils which it contains, and their re* 

lative position. It should be observed, that the 
strata^ considered within a small space, appear 
pretty nearly horizontal, althougli the descent 

of the promontory, and of the coast, generally 
taken, be in reality from the sea toward the 

land. The mean licight of this northern coast, 
and of the country contiguous to it, probably 
equals 1000 feet; yet the surface of Lough 
Neacit, situated ia the midst of this part of 
ICELAND, is not elevated more than 38 feet 
above the ocean. 



STRATA AT CAPE PLEASKIN- 

No. 1. Summit, irregular basaltes, shivered 
and cracked at the surface. 12 feet. 

d. Perpendicular range of gross pillars, 
containing air holes. 60 feet. 

3. Gross bed of rude basaltes, sliowinj^ 

marks of a tendency towards forms, 
resembling an imperfect crystalliza- 
tion. 00 ieet. 

4. Second range of regular pillars, neat, 

and divided into joints. 40 feet. 
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No. 



"Bed of red argillaceous ochre, on 
which the second range of pillars 
rests. 



6. 



7. 



A thin course of iron ore amid the 

bed ui" ochre. 

Soft argill;LCCoiis stone, of various co- 
lours, and a mottled appearance, 
friable, and resembling a variety 
of steatites. 22 feet. 



8. Succession of five or six gross beds of 
table basaltes, between which, thin 
strata of ochre and other substances 
occur. ISO feet. 

ToUl 374 feet. 

Total height of the cli6f, from the summit to 
the base, 374 feet 

''At the distance of eight miles from Cape 
Pleasktn, the promontory of Fairhead* 
raises its lofty summit more thau five hundred 
feet above the sea, forming the eastern termina* 
tion of Ballycastle Bay It presents to view 

* This promontory is styled, by P/o/rntv, the ancient geogra- 
plier, Robogdium Prvmontorhtm, and inserted as such in his Map 
of Ireland. 
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a vast mass of rude columnar stones^ the forms, 
of which are extremely groM» many of them 

exceeding two huildred feet in length, and the 
texture so coarse, as to iresembie an imperfect 
compact gruitCy rathier than the uniform fine 
graiil of the Giant's Causeway basal tes. 
These pillars do not at first view appear to have 
any m^ks of articulation ; but on observing 
such as have fallen down from the top of Fair^ 
Read, they are found lo be often separated into 
pretty regular joints by the force of the fall. 
At the base of these gigantic columns, lies a 
wild waste of natural ruins^ of an enormous 
size, which in the course of successive ages^ 
have been tumbled down from their foundation, 
by storms, or some more powerful operations 
of nature. These massive bodies have sometimes 
withstood the shock of their fall, and often lie 
in groups and clumps of pillars, resembling 
many of the varieties of aitificial ruins, and 
forming a very novel and striking landscape. 

"A savage wiUlness characterizes this great 
promontory, at the foot of which the ocean 
rages with uncommon fury. Scarce a single 
mark of vegetation has yet crept over the hard 
rock, to diversify its colouring, but one uniform 
greyness clothes the scene all around. Upon the 
whole, it makes a fine contrast with the beau- 
tiful capes of Benoore; where the varied 
brown shades of the pillars, enlivened by the 
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ttd and green tints of the ochre and grass, cast 
a degree of life and cheerfulness over the diiFe* 
rent objects* " 

Much more time would be required than w6 
toM at present spare, to examine this interests 
ing coast with the attention it demands. I 
think a fortnight might l»e both agreeably and 
naefuUy spent in this neighbourhood. The tra- 
veller should fix his quarters at the village of 
BiTSR Mills, where a new and clean inn has 
lately been esta!)lished. From this point the 
coast might be surveyed leisurely, and without 
fatigue; for here, as well as at Killaenet^ 
the detail should be most particularly attended 
to; and especially that {>art of the coast be* 
tween the Causewat and Cape Pleaskin: 
this cannot be done safely without the assist- 
ance of a boat, and the certainty of a settled 

weather and a calm sea. I say safely^ because 
the path leading down to the base of the clitis» 
can be deemed sure footing only to the bare- 
footed natives. Dunluce also should be viewed 

* No tourist should visit the Catf*«ctfy unaccompanied by Mr. 
Hamilton's Letlers an the Coast <^ Antrim^ mcond tidiu )n,\s h]ch 
is more copious tUan the first, in which, a person untutored in 
the deep science of mineralogy, will find ail the informalion he 
"can desire, conveyed in the most clear and simple terms. This 
worthy wtai USk a stciiice to popular fory, dufing llit rebettioa 
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ID eacli direction from the shore, both near and 
at a distance. A longer digression should be 
made on the coast eastward to Ballingtot, 
where there is a curious bridge of ropes*; and 
extended from thence to Balltcastls and 
Fairhead. From the former of these places, 
one day s juuruey will convey you along the 
coast to Glen ARM ; and a second day by 
Larxe to Belfast. I regretted very much 
being unable to take this line of road, which 
had been strongly recommended to me for its 
natural beauties ; but the uncertainty of find- 
ing a relay of post horses, and the many de<* 
lays and disappointments 1 had met with on 
that score, induced nie to return to Dublin by 
the more frequent, though less interesting, road 
of communication. 

To those who have little time, and little cu- 
riosity, three days would suffice to have a ge- 
neral view of this coast. On the first diiy, Dun- 
LUCE Castle and the Causeway might be vi- 
sited; on the second, Cape Please in!; and 
a third day would complete the line of coast to 

BaLLINGTOY, BaLLYCASTLE, andpAIBHEAD. 

There is nothing very particular to arrest the 

attention of tlic tourist at Colkraine, The 

• This bwdgeis usually taken down the end of Augiist» when 
the salmon fishery, for which purpose it is constructed, ceaaes* 
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town is considered as tlie second in point of 
size within the county, and carries on a consi- 
derable trade in linen goods. It consists prin* 
cipally of one long street ; in the centre, and 
near the upper end of which, is the market 
house, and beyond it, the church, surrounded 
by some fine sycamore trees. This street is in- 
tercepted by th( \ii\cv Ijaxv, a fine broad 
stream, iiitlacnccti by the tide, over which there 
is a wooden bridge, supported on stone piers. 
Below the bi idgc, is an old fashioned house of 
Mr. Jackson, with some well wooded grounds 
on the banks of the river ; above it there is a 
very pleasant walk to the salmon leap, where 
the river makes a very considerable, and rather 
a picturesque falf. On the right hand of the 
road, leading to the river, is a tumulus ; and 
continuing my walk, I had a very advantageous 
view of another fine earthen work, boldly situ- 
ated on the opposite banks of the river, and 
partly covered with wood. This is the same 
M^ork I noticed on my approach to Co li r a ixe, 
and is one of the largest I have met with in 
Ireland. This salmon leap, or fishery, belongs 
to Sir Geohgk Hill, and (as I was told) lets 
for the annual rent of £. 1000. The main stream 
is always left open for the free passage of the 
fish up the river ; but, on the 1^2th of August, 
the fishery ceiases, and all the other weirs are 
opened* The salmon are caught in a trap of 



basket work, (like those used in nveis for taking 
eels) through which the salmon passes* and as 

it IS the nature of this fish to fight always 
against the stream, he never thinks of a retreat* 
I saw many of them leaping, and was informed^ 
by the people at the weir, that the fly fishing 
was excellent^ and seldom refused to gentlemen 
on application at a proper season of the year. 

Wednesday 20 August. From Cole&aine 
to Balltmoxey VII MILES. Roadgood, and 
not hilly. See a round earthen work, and pass 
a fine reach of the Uiver Bann upon the right; 
cultivation nearly the same; some meadows 
manured with raw lime unmixed with earth. 
liALLrMONSY Is a neat little town, well built 
with stone, and slated roofs; a decent inn, with 
post horses. 

FromBALLYMON£Y toAliOGIilLL XIT MILES. 

Road not quite so good as during the former 

stage; rough in parts; no hills of consequence; 
several high and low earthen works are* dis* 
persed about the country: cultivation conti- 
lines the same. Wc procured a pair of horses 
from each of the little inns at Ahoohill^ and 
proceeded on our journey to Axtrim, xii 
MILES. Passed two eaithtw works nearly oppo- 
site each other: same kind of cultivation; 
scanty crops of oats. At Randlestown, we 
turned off to the rigbt»and entered the demesne 
of LoED O'Neill; but the park gates being 
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locked^ we left our carriage, and walked^ first 
to 8ham£*s Castle, and afterwards to Aif* 
TiiiM. Tlie park is tixtciisive and wild, its iiuest 
feature is the River Maine, which flow^-in 
a broad and rapidchannel^between finely wood* 
ed banks, and empties its waters into Lough 
Neaqu. 

StiANE's Castle, the ancient seat of the 
O'Neill family, is placed immediately on the 
shores of the lake, whose waves beat against its 
wails ; it is an old castle modernized, or rather 
a modern mansion attached to an old fort : its 
situation is bold ; but its architectural desiga 
far from picturesque or appropriate. Improve* 
ments, both in gardening and farming, are ad** 
vancing here most rapidly ; a fine kitchen gar- 
den, with all its lui^urious and glassy appen* 
dages, and very extensive and commodious farm 
utiice^i ha\ e lately been erected. 

In proceeding towards Avtkiu, we coasted 
the lake for above a mile ; and by the assistance 
of a car, crossed over an inlet of it, which short-^ 
ened our walk very considendily. This lough 
bears more the appearance of an inland sea, than 
of a piece of fresh water, as its distant horizon-^ 
tai line is terminated by the sky, and no land 
boundary is visible. Its shores are ilat, and the 
surrounding country presents no grandeur of 

cbmct^ or fe^ture^ It is sitid xq H qw of the 
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largest lakes tn Europe; bat writers differ 

about its diinciisions. It is st:ited, bv the autlior 
of tlie Iter, to be £0 miles loug, and 15 broad ; 
and though fed by six considerable rivers, and 
four of lesser note, it has but one narrow outlet. 
But the most accurate account of the lough, 
seems to be the one given in the Statistical Sur- 
vey of the Countif of Annagh, published ia 
1804*, which I shall here transcribe: This, 
iminense sheet of water, which may well be 
styled a sea, in couiparison with all the other 
lakes in Ireland, covers a great area, in the 
heart of the province, (Armagh) and is bounded 
by five counties, viz. Armagh* on the south, 
Tyrone on the west, Londonderry on the 
north-west, Antrim on tiie north and east, and 
Down, which barely touches it on the south-* 
eastern angle. Small as this angle is, yet on the 
confines of the lake, there is no district, which 
more materially suffers from its inundations, 
which here have sometimes overflowed an ex- 
tensive plain, above seven or eight miles in 
land, and produced the most mischievous ef- 
fects. 

'^In all the old maps of Ireland, it has 

been stated, that Lough Neagh covers a plain 
of 100,000 acres; but the survey made by Mr. 
Lendrick, directly contradicts this statement, 

and reduces its contents nearly to one half ; to 
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that of5B,300 acres *1 This gentleman also cor- 
rects the figure of the lake, which, he asserts, 
was laid down as incorrectly as the area ; and 
by his report, it is fifteen . miles in iengtbi by 

seven iu breadth. 

" It becomes a matter of surprise, that so im- 
mense a body of water, which is supplied by the 
constant influx of several great rivers, and 
numberless others of lesser note, should have 
but one narrow channel, from whence these are 
again discharged ; and we should expect on 
this account, that inundations were so frequent, 
as to depopulate its shores ; but this seldom oc- 
curs ; perhaps a great overilow will not occur 
« above once in fifteen years. 

Where the shore is flat, it is subject to every 
flood, and its banks are always marshy, and in- 
capable, from their low situations, of being 
jicUQcd; aiul iL gicai extent is of this descrip- 
tion ; in some few places, the coast is bold and 
abrupt, but entirely destitute of wood, which 
wouki be so beautiful a contrast to the lake, 
although the stumps and roots of trees which 
have been found in several places, prove, that 
formerly the shores must have been covered 
with forest ; nor are there any of the delightful 
interruptions which Killarney and Lough 

*'A map of Lough Neagh, with its bearings, an<l soundings, 
ffom actual survey, is given in the Survey of Armagh, 
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Erne 4re ociebrated for, by the breaks foriDeti 
in tbe proapect, with rocky and wooded islands* 
presenting irregular and undulatiner surfaces; 
all here i& an unvaried same^ess^ no picturesque 
views, or rdmantio soenery^ but two islands 
in this great expanse, one near the shore, in 
•^e soutl^-westem angle of the lake, called 
BiACK-wATER IsLAND, just at the niQuth of 
the river of tbe same name ; apd the other on 
the eastern borders, contiguous to tbe coast of 
Anteim, named Ram Island, and in this 
is one of tl^e aiicient round towers peculiar to 
Ireland. 

**The channel, through whicli tliis great body 
of water seeks its pajisage to the ocean, is ^Ue4 
the Lower Ban river, and flows in that exten? 
sive couiiae, between Londonderry aiul An- 
trim counties, uearly in a direction from south 
to north, for a line of about thirty miles in 
length, including its curvatures and angles, and 
is discharged into the ocean, four miles below 

COLERAINE." 

This lake is productive of a great variety of 
fish; salmon, a large kind of trout, bream, 

perch, and the pollen, which is the same as the 
Jerra, of the Lake of Geneva, and the 
piad of Bala lake in North Wales : they are 

brought daily to market at Anxexm, ami seU 

for three pencil tbe poundt 
9 
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til our way to Antrim, we passed a neglect- 
ed mansion house of the Massarenb family, 
seated on the banks. of a siiiall river. Thtie is 
a tolerably good inn^ with post horses, (Craw* 
ford's) at Antrim, which, like the generality 
of Irish tow ns, consists of one long street, with 
the marketplace in the middle of it, 

Thursday 21 August. From Antrim to 
Belfast xii miles. A tedious and dreary stage 
over the White Mountains : road rough in 
parts. See on the left aground tower rising from 
a grove of trees, its roof apparently perfect* 
Manufactories, and a greater appearance of com- • 
merce. Tlie earthen w orks, both high and low, 
appear more frequent than heretofore: some 
stand very near each other, and one (if not two) 
are intersected by the road. The cultivation is 
nearly the same, scanty crops of oats, potatoes 
and flax : pastures neglected ; little lime is used, 
tlxough much is made. A thick fog prevented 
our seeing the only interesting view which this 
whole track affords, and which (according to ihc 
Iter) comprehends four counties, and as many 
lakes. On< descending this mountain, BeI- 
FAST soon opens; the fields white witli linen, 
the country bespread by numerous manufacto- 
ries in short, a commercial air enlivens the 
whole scenery. We found excellent accommo- 
dations at Wii^son's Hotel.' 

The town of Belfast has more attraction's 
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to tbe mercbant than to the antiquary ; it lias 
good fttreetSi but no {mblic buildings par- 
ticularly wortliy of reittark ; the houses are in 
general boilt with brick^ aod the roofs covered 

Feidat £2 August. Fivna Belfast to IIills- 
BOBOI7GH xti ltiL£S« Roftd cxoBileiity and ndl 
hilly% Crom alotigbrklge.of 19 or 20arches,aver 
the River Lagan. The city appears to great ad» 
vantage on a introspective vie«v backed iff a 
fine range of mountains: one of which presents a 
very bold and rugged outline. The general iace 
t( the country bears a eheerfulaspecty and very 

diflferent froiu what we had hitherto seen ; it is 
thickly studded with geatlemens seats, a«d 
whitened houses ; the land also is better culti- 
vated, and an occasional iield of wheat is seen*. 
Pass on the rigltt a neglected seat of Lono 
Dri^OAViioy ; and leave the towM of LtsBum 
in the same direction \ 

♦ TKf author of the Stafhtkal Survey of "bstcn, amongst 
ol\er Druiciical remains, mentions a Cromlech, in thu Giant's 
Migf near the Church of Dnmtbo, on the summit of a hill be- 
tween Btffasi and LUburm, The altar, consistiiig of a rude 
incumbent stone of seven ^eet l^y six and a hd^ k supuotted bj 
langes.of rude pillars, and elofee to it, some fixed stones Sttll re* 
lAttfn \of (Hyrfiddcfable sice; sttpporteM ate ftom two to tbtte 
and a half feet high, and the covering stone formerly an inclined 
plane. The inclosurc, in the centre of which stand'; this altar, 
is circular, one third of a mile in circumference: the rampart 
whicii ftotvoonds it, d^ptsg oa omIi tide, instead of lalding in a 
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HiusBOBouOH k a small towiit vith an ex- 
cellent inn, and every convenience of post 
horses, The Mahquis of DowNSHiiiEbas 
a seat immediately adjoining the market plaee. 
His predecessor erected at his own expence an 
elegant Gothic charch, which has some neat 
windows, bordered with stained glass^ There i$ 
also a handsome nmrket house, and a small cas- 
tieapprppriatod to modem uses. The town is 
pleasantly situated on an eminence, command- 
ing aa extensive view towards Belfast. 

Satvedat 2Sd August* From Hillsbo- 
rough to Lord Roben's Seat at Tollymore 
Park xxi milbs. Passed tluough Balltna^- 
Bnf CH, a small town : road good ; country un- 
interesting. From thence, by a new road, to 
Clouok, through a most dreary» wild, and 
stony country. See on the left some ruined 
walls on a raised earthen work. From Clough 
we descended towards DuKnnvu Bay ; the 

pomty is safficiently wide for two to ride a-breast ; the whole 
is so proportioned, th^t a person standing near the altar, can 
only flee the inclotare and the sky: in that situation^ and 
alone, be cannot but feel a ilegree of awe, from the idea of 
total seclusion,whicb strikes upon his mind, and be must be per- 
suaded, that at whatsoever period, or by whatsoever denomina- 
non ot men this work was performed, superior judgment has 
been shewn in the planning oi an object, which, situated as it 
is, affects by its simple greatn«is; and be must feci a high idea 
of the influence necessary in times |0 mnote, to unite a body of 
men svflicieat to eaecnl» it.'' JfpmiiXf jr. 874» 
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noble range of Mourns moimtaiDS appeariog' 
to great advantage in front. Ruins of Dux-* 
DRUM Ca&tie upon a rocky eminence to the 
right. A great change for the better appears m 

the cultivation of the soil, and appearance of 
the crops, where wheat bears its proportion to 
the other grain. 

I shall make no apology to my readers, for 
giving historical extracts (however copious) re- 
lating to those ancient castles and abbies which 
occur to me ou my journey : for the histoiy of 
the several vicissitudes they may have undergoike, 
ought at least to affect the traveller with some* 
degree of interest. Dundrum Castle has been 
thus described by the author of the " Staiisti' 
cal Survej/ of Doxcn.'' 

** DuNi>BUM Castle is finely situated on a 
rock, commanding a whole view of the bay of 
that name; the sea to the Sonth, a great part 
of Lecale* to the east^ and the mountains of 
Mourn E to the south and south-west* There 
are still considerable remains of this castle t» 
particularly of a circular tower ; and nearit, a 
little lower, are the ruins of an ancient man- 

* The division of Lecak^ 32>100 scies, contaitis Dvmpatrickf 
the coanty town, Sirangford^ KiUough, Ard^asSj^zskA Jhmdnm,^ 
. t An engraved view *of this castle, is given in the ^ifrtey of : 
Down ; aud two plates of the Sfimc castle, and the iiiansiopi 
hQUse, are given by Mr. Cr/wej iu his AntKj^uUki uf Inland, . 
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MOD. This castle is said to have been built by 
Sir Johv* de Courct, for the Knights Tern* 

flars, who possessed it in the year 1313, about 
iirhich period that Order was abolished. It was 
afterwards granted to the Prior of Down, who 
held the same, with a small manor adjoining, 
till the suppression of religious houses; when 
the l evei sion of these possessions was granted to 
GfiiiAJLD^^EARLof KiLDARE. This castle, with 
«^ven town*lands, was granted to the family of 
•MAGENNfs; on their forfeiture, it became the 
property of the Earl of Abdglass, and after** 
wards came into the possession of the Lord 
Viscount Blundell, in wliose representative, 
the Marchioness of Downshire, it now re« 

* mains. When this castle was in repair, it often 
proved a good guard to the pass, and as often 
an offensive neighbour to the English planted 
in Legale, according to the hands that pos- 
sessed it. In 1517, the Earl of KiLi>AR£|thea 
Lord Deputy, marched into Lecalr, and took 
it hy storm, it heing garrisonc <l at that time hy 
the Ii ishy who bad driven out tiie English some 
time before. 

It was again possessed and repaired by 
the Magennises, and retaken by Lord Deputy 
Gray, with seven more castles in Lecale, in 
1538. It afterwards got into the hands of Phe- 

* tiH £v£R MAOENzris/who was obli||ed to 
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yield it to Lord Mountjot, the 16 Jane, 
iSOh It met with another fiite during the pro^ 
grass of the war in 164 1, when it was demo- 
lished by order of Cromweil^ thongb gmir 
Boned by protestants, and has ever since been 
suffered to run entirely to ruins.'* 

ToLLTKCRE Park. Few, if any noblemen, 
either in Irelastd, or in the sister kingdom, 
can boast a residence placed in so fiiugular 
and romantic a situation* The approach to 
it, under a Gothic gateway, is truly prepos§es- 
aing. A lofty and extended range of weU wood** 
od mountaina, dtTcnitel in their, ftmna, meet 

the eve in front ; of these Slieve Donard is 
the highestp and has two carnedds to grace its 
Sttmmit; but tfaeBiAHOHB Rock is most con- 
spicuous, from its very rugged tbrui. The situar 
tion of this mansion house is certainly rery sin- 
galar,and I may say, unique ; for,iiidependentof 
this grand inland scenery, immediately opposite 
thewindowSi it has a full view to the left of 
the ocean^ and the Isle of Man. The adjoinr 
ing demesne has the beautiful accompaniment 
of a rapid mountain stream, which pursues its 
course, embosomed in thick woods, through a 
deep channel of indented rocks, and forms in 
its prepress several cataracts ; one of whicfa^ at 
some distance from the liousc, is well worth no- 
tice» The plantations are very e&tcn^iyei and 
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m annually by LoRP Eop£N, i^ut 

like the majority of tboHf io EngUac), v^it 
the judicious application of the axe; particu- 
larly to th^ 6r Uib^t which rather prepaodD* 
rat99 too niiicb. The bon^e attached t^ thM 
place differs widely from the generality of 
housea iu lAJSi^AVPt which ^ #Ktravi|gsiQtly Ulll. ; 
whmas this h low^ und Qearly the whole l|pQ^ 
Aoe extended ground AoQpr* It contamf 9^ ciji<- 
lious series of pictures painted by Fui^l^r, de>» 
scribing the history of Kin q CuAltLEs's escape 
imd conciealment in tU^ o^^k tree : the likeAe^^ 
are preserved throiighQut, W% in poipt of CQr 
louring and e:!wecatix)p, the pictures have iio{. 
inuch m^rit. 
Tuesday dS Auovst. From TQhvruoni^ 

Paek to IIiLLTOWN VIII MILKS. The btgiu- 
ning of the road is rather rpngb, the l^tte;^ p^t 
good. On leaving Lqso ]B.oi>en's dememe, ^ 
desert succeeds a paradi^Ct The DiAMoxp 
Rock appears on the left to gre^t advantage 
amongst his kindred mountains. Cross a stony 
and lieathy tract of bill; the cultivation of 
oats» flax, and potatoes^ in small ps^tchef, 0 
\ which our eyes had been so much accustomed, 
still continues. Onapproacbijog liii'ft'Tpw^i 
the village of Rathfrilakd upon w eminence ^ 

to the right; and an earthen ^yo^k planted with 
fir trees on tlie kft, with a cragged Inii, that 
looks well| beyond iU HlU^W^v is 9, m^l^ 
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village, with a fewjiouses, and a turreted churcb. 
An ion, with post horses. 

From Hit LTOWN to Ross Trevor vr miles. 
lioad good ; a dreary pass over the mountains^ 
which improves every step on descending ; a 
rich and pleasing view of Carlingford Bay, 
which is so completely land-locked and sur- 
rounded by mountains^ that it appears rather 
like a large lake than the sea. The entrance to 
the village of Ross Trevor is very striking,^ 
through an irregular grove of tall and aged ash 
trees, the sea and whitened houses glimmering 
between them ; a truly rural village retirement, 
and commanding within its immediate neigh- 
bourhood more agrewens than the generality 
of sea places ; a dry soil, shady walks, dtversi- 
lied rides, and good bathing. The most strik- 
ing teat u re of this place, is a lofty mountain 
covered chiefly with oak wood, and feathering 
down to the waters edge. Underneath it 15 a 
little quay, from whence there is a walk of three 
quarters of a mile along the banks of the bay, 
completely arbourcd over by oak trees. A good 
Toad is continued along the coast, under the 
MouRNE mountains to Dundrum Bay. Ihave 
seen no place with a more pleasing combination 
of rural beauties ; mountains agreeably varied 
with wood, heath, and down, on one side ; others 
on the opposite coast, sing^ularly cultivated in 
small portions or stripes^ resembling a quilt of 



* 
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patch-work; between them an extended chan«, 
nel of water, on the banks of which is the town 

of Ca aLiiVGFORD, witli its ruined abljies and 

castle a purling brook, fine trees, neatly 
whitened cottages. Sec' tec A house upon a 
most singular construction is building in the 
village, by Mr. McGwire. We found here a 
clean good inn, with a supply of post horses. 

Wednesday 27 August. From Ross Tre- 
vor to Newry VII MILES. The whole line of 
coast presents a cuntiiuiation of gentlemen's 
houses^ (low and neat) and whitened cottages, 
as far as Warren's-Point, a village much fre* 
quented by sea-bathers. The sestuary now con- 
tracts itselfin to a narrower channel,and assumes . 
the name of the Narrow Water f. The ferry, 
and adjoining old castle, afford a good subject for 
the pencil. A most excellent level road contt* 
iiucs its track on the water's edge; rugged and 

* See a description of CarUngford in tbe Ifcr, p. IS. The 
erection of the castle is there ascribed to Ku^ Jokn, in the 
year 1^10; and Mr. Arekdide attributes the foundation of a 

Dominican Abbeyy at Carlingjhi d, to Richard de Burgh, Earl of 
Ulster, in the year 1305. The ruins of each arc said to be con- 
siderable ; but my time would not allow me to make the detour^ 
which might be accomplished very easily, by crossing in a boat 
from Rtm Trevor, and meeting your cavalry at CarUngford, 

t This name, I imagine, is a corruption from Newnf, orNwrh 
Water, the appeltatlon given it by Boait^ in bit Natural UUtory 
vof iidand* 
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iSt DVKDALK* 

barren mountains rising immediately from itf 
banks ; tiees and partial cultivation aftftrwanU 
clothe their declivities^ and whitaned bouses, 

ships, and barges, tend to animate the scene. 
At the upper end o£ this obavnel^ which is 
nearly straight, the town of Newbt opens 
itself to view. A moat beautiful and ^atereating 
drive. 

Newhy is a large irregular town, and if I 
may judge from the buildings now erecting, i^ 
in a flourishing state. It has a communicatipn 
with Lough Nxaoh to the north, and with the 
aBStuary of Caalingfoed Bay to tbesoulbt hjf 
means of a canal : the intermediate distanc* ia 
stated in the Survey of Armagh (page 10^) %Q 
be thirty«on^ Irish miles ; and its course from . 
Nzwar, until it joins the River Ban, ts there 
desoribedy (p. 36?.) The same author takes no^ 
tiet of n Druidical monnmenty which may be 
worthy the notice of the curious traveller. 
It is situated on the banks of the canal* about 
two miles north of Newrt; was perfect a few 
years ago, but has lately suffered much by wan- 
load iJapklatious ; he also m:uU9J^ a laxge mirttf 
or heap «f atones, in the same neigbboufbood* ' 
A good inn (Quilton's), w^ith post horses. 

from N^WRT to Dundalk x mil£S. Iload 
rough in parts. Ascend over a ridge of bills, 
through a dreary and stpny country. Wliat # 
contrast to the beautiful scenery on the Nab* 
3 
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mow WATEfti Potatoes, cats^ Omx^ and bogt 
llie almost inseparable ftfar/e^l^. Passtbrougb 
tile lictk village of JoN£SBououoH,aiid on do- 
aeendtag, skirt die ricli plantations of Mr.> Fo»- 

TEscuE, at Ravensdale Pauk, backed by a 
£ue heathy mouatain. Continue to descend 
towards DimoALK. See on the left a rugged 
hill, well wooded, and the bay ; coast flat. The 
soil Ijeoomes riciier and lietter cuitivated, and 
am ooessionai wheat field appears. See on the 
jright a raised eartiien work, with a building 
Upon it» and beneath it a eastie. We fiwnd a ireiy 
good inn at Dundalk (TaAVSFiELD's) with 
posthors^es, &c. 

DuvDALK is a large tovn, with some vide 
streets, one of which is a mile in length. The seat 
of the CLANBaASSxi. hmily^ now descended lo 
LonD RoDEY, stands in the middle of it» Vie 
there saw two curious old portraits in tlie sty la 
of HoLBEf K ; the one of Kiko Havmr Vill. 
the other of Akka Bullxv, small life. A spa- 
cious garden and demesne extends behind the 
house I well wooded, but neglected ; the mea- 

dows are very rich, and the elevated parts of the 
deer park, possess some good situattcms £or a 
mansion house. We xsontimied our walk to the 
earthen iumiUus before mentioned^ upon which 
.a Faiig has been erected by its owner, Mr. 
Burns. It is a ine work, and of laige dimen* 
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^lons^ commanding a most pleasing aod extea- 
sive view of the bay, sea, river, &c. Beneath 

it is a very perfect old castle, with a square 
tower at each angle, converted into a modern 
dwelling house; and some ridiculous castel- 
lated gateways have been added as an approach 
to it. A view and 'ground plan have been given 
cifitby Mr. Weight, in his. Lout hiana, but the 
former gives a very imperfect representation 
of it He calls it Castletown Castle^ and says, 
that the town, from which it derived its name; 
was sacked by Edward le Bruce, brother of 
KoBERT u Seuce, King of ScoTUkND, in the 
year 1318. 

The author of the Iter attributes the build* 
ing of this castle to Lord Bellew, in the year 

J36l,asappears by an inscrijition on the building. 
He likewise adds, that Oliver Cromwell 
aiounted a battery on the Danish mount, near 
the castle, by which he dismantled the old 
chapel, and took the castle Irom the Bellews, 
who* defended it Adjoining the caatle is a 
ciiurcli III ruins, ^villi a thickly inhabited ce- 
anetery.. 

Thursday S8 August.: From Dundauk to 

DuNL££H X MILES. Road cxcellcnt. and posts 
-W€ll/serve4 with borsea: corn.^elds.mcreaae 
.in si?e,.and improve in cultivation ; clover and 

wetcluis added to the other .Ji^ual. orops. Njear 
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hv aoAN Greex, is a seat of Lord Clermont. 
A large marsh and flat coast on the left ; at a 

short distance to the right, the remains of a 
fine round tower are visible at DrouxskUt,' 
which Mr. Wright supposes, from the vast 
breadth ot its foundation, to have been one of 
of the highest in Ireland^ and not less thaa 
130 feet*. He lias given, in his Loutliiajui, both 
a ground plan and view of it. Pass through 
Castlb Bellingham, where there is a good 
inn, and a supply of post horses. See a ruined 
church on the right, and an earthen work on 
the left. Trees and gentlemen's seats increase ; 
and mud /Cottages, as well as the long grey 
coatSy reappear. The inn at Dunleer, (an old 
mansion house) is tolerable. 

From DuNLEER to Slane xiv miles. The 
rains of Monasterbotce and M£1.lifont 
Abbies, induced me to deviate from the direct 
road to Slane^ and I was amply recompensed 
for this detour^ by the very interesting mo-^ 
uaslick remains these plMc es presented. My car- 
riage was able to get within a very short distance 
of'the former. The ruins at Monasterbotcs 
form a singular and interesting group ; the pre- 
cincts of asmall churchyard contain two perfisct 
stone crosses, and one imperfect; a large round 
tower, and the shell of? two chapels. The 
round tower maintains its- usual position to the 
north-west of the church. The loftiest of the 



two crosses, which is situated betwcea the two 
diurcfaest ui called St. Boynb's Cboss ; baft 
the other, on the southern side of the church* 
yard, is equally rich in point of scnlptuie* Om 
Ae base of this latter, there is an inscriptioii, 
beginning, as it appeared to me, with the words 

O DOMINE,. 

Tlie author of the Iter (page 593) says, that the 
name of M uredach, who was for some time 
King of IftEtAND, and died in 5S4> is plsunly 
legible on the former. They are of a grej^ish 
kind of stone, and are by far the finest exam- 
ples, and the richest in their sculpture, of any 
crosses I have ever yet seen. Near the eastern 
wall of the churchyard, is the fragment of an^ 
other, which has been fixed into the pedestal. 
Three engravings have been given of St. Bo yn e"s 
Cross, by Mn Wrioht, in bis Louthiana, all 
df which, upon examination, I found to bc very 
incorrect. As perhaps some future tourist may 
bave an opportunity of comparing the above 
author's account, with the original structure on 
the spot, I shall here insert it. 

*^ This is a very old and curious cross, about 
18 feet high, on all sides full of sculpture ; it is 
said to be all of one stone, sen( from RoM£,and 
'erected by order of the Pope : on the centre of 
the cross, on one sid^ is a figure representing 
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CHfttsTi and opposite to it, on die other side^ 

ia St, PAmrctc ; on this side at the bottom, are 
tlie figures ot' Adam and Eve, kc. and opposite 
to it, on the other Btde» ia that of St« fioTir£; - 
the whole seems to be a sort of l^istory from the 
creation ; but as the figures aie most of them 
very old, imperfect, and not easy to be made 
out, I shall not here luulertake a full descrip- 
tioa of them ; I shall only observei that under 
the feet of St« Patrick, an angel is represent^ 
ed with a pair of scales, as weighing virtue and 
vice, where the former is supposed to be predo* 
minant; and over the head of Christ, he is 
again represented between the Aposties^as risen 
finm Aedead*" 

Mr. Archdale has not passed these celebrat- 
ed monastick remains unnoticed; he says/' thai 
in the Barony of FsaRARD, there was a reli«> 
gious house, anciently called Moxaster-Bute» 
being founded by Sx. BuT£, or Boetius, the 
son cf BrM'aoh/' In recording the annals 
of this house, he adds, that the founder died in 
the year 6^1, that in 968, the monastery was 
plondered, and in 1117, destroyed by fire. In 
describing their modern appearance, he says ; 

Here we find the mtns of two small chapeb ; 

and although nothing remarkable is to be seen 
iaxtbeir structure, yet do they evince the great 
Mtiqutty of this foundation. Near the west 
end of one of these chapel^ is a round tower. 
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one hundred and ten feet higb^ beautifully dl-* 
minishing in the manner of a Tuscan pillar^ 
from a base of eighteen feet ; its circumference 
13 seventeen yards^ and the wall, built of a slaty 
stone, of which the surrounding hills arc com- 
posed, is three feet six inches thick ; the door 
is five feet six inches in height, twenty-two 
inches in width, and six feet from the present 
level of the ground ; it is arched and built of free 
stone, as are the windows of the chapels ; in 
the inside the diameter is nine feet, and above 
the door, it is divided into iive stories, by rings 
of stone slightly projecting *. v 

** There are two large crosses on the south 
side of the chapels ; the principal one is said to 
be of an entire stone, and is called St. Boyxe's 
Citoss, which is the most ancient religious re- 
lique now extant in Ireland; the ornamental 
figures on it are rudely engraven, and at once 
shew the uncivilized age in which they were 
executed ; there is . also an inscription on this 
'cross, in the old Irish character, equally inele- 
gant with the figures ; some letters of which ap- 
pear, and evidently forin the word Muredach, 

* Mr. JVrightp in his Louthianat has noticed steps on the out* 
side of this tower, leading to the doorway. As this escaped my 
notice at the time I viewed it, and as it is a peculiarity 1 have 
never heard of in other similar buildings, I wish the tourist who 
follows me hither, will observe attentively whether Iheit step» 
ate ancient oi madt-iu. « » 
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who was for some time King of Ireland, and 
died A. D. 554, about one hundred years after 
the arrival of Satnt Patrick. This abbey con- 
tinues to be a burial place of note." 

I shall feel highly gratified if the slight 
description I have given of these fine cross^, 
excites the curiosity of the Irish antiquary, 
and if their learned veteran. General Vallah- 
CEY, would rescue these, as well as those at 
Kells, from oblivion, by sending some young 
artist of the academy, to measure and copy them 
minutely. They are well worth the trouble, as 
well on account of their high antiquity, as of 
their rich design and sculpture : for neither 
can the sister kingdom of England, or the 
principality of Wales, produce their equals. 

I never saw a nionastick establishment placed 
in a more uninteresting spot: and here the 
monks did not certainly evince their usual 
good taste and skill in iixing their habita- 
tion* 

From MoNASTERBorCE, I proceeded to 

CoLLON, where the spirited exertions of Mn 
Foster are evident in every road, hedge, and 
cottage; his plantations are very extensive, 
and increasing annually. I never saw smoother 
roads ; they are made of a black substance re« 
sembling coal. 

At CoLLON, Ihad the pleasure of becoming 
acquainted vith Dr. Beaufort, whose excel* 

R 
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Ilm^ Memoir aBd Map of Ireland^ lire too well 
Kupwo» and too mucli esteemed, to need from 
me any comoient ; and I was happy to hear, 
that he was preparing for the press a more ex*- 
t^sive topographical work relating to Ija£- 
hhv^ He obligingly acted as my guide and 
cicerone to the ruins of Mellifont. Alas ! how 
are the mighty fallen! Two incQn&tderabU 
bwldings mark the site of this once siimptaoi»s> 
Cistercian monastery. Small, however, as arc 
the.remains* Ibey have still their interest^ aod. 
deieryedly clalin the irftveller^s at&ntion. 
From a,i)iodern inspection these ruins, aii4 

of tb^ spot on which they are placed, we neither 

can, nor ought to judge of their former sitnar 
tioa or appearanc.e : for naturet.as- well as art, 
have each beeo; robbed by timoi and pillaged 

of their i'cspective decorations. Tlic site of this 
renowned abbey, however forbidding in ita 
preheat state, mfcU answered the sLtuation that, 
was usually selected by the monastick Orders; 
and, before the valley was stripped of its sylyan 
honours, would have fprmed. a most pleasing 
religious retirement. 

I before said, that the^ ruins wert reduceii 
tQ two imperfect buildings ; the one a square 
or oblong chapel, which fro^ tbe renmi^ of, ibi- 
groined roof, and windows, seems to have been, 
executed in a good style. It was also o;ice deco- 
rated witJi a very richly sculptured doorway, . 



• 

an engraving of which has been given by Mr.- 
WiU0HT» 1ft his Louthiana: I say oacr, lie* 
cause it now no longer graces the entnmce to 
this chapel, having (as I uras infonBed by 
Irish gentleman) keen played for ob a stake 
at Piquet, and lost.'' I could not learn if it 
bad ever been, nad^ uso o£ 

Adjoining this chapel, is an octagonal buikl-* 
iag in tolerable gocxl preservation^ andjof an un« 
commoa shape and dtsiga. An engtannng has 
been given of it, by Mr. Wright, but the up- 
per story ia by no meaae correct in its dth^ 
sign. He calls it a bath, but Mr. AncHMts 
assigns to it a different purpose : it very much 
resembles some of the BapCisterieB of the lower 
ages. 

Mr. Aecudale has been very ditfuse in his 
account of this celebrated monastery, from lker> 
annals of which, I shall select the most interest- 
ing hiatoricait d«to» 

In the year 1U3, Dovotoh M*Co»voill, 
or CAaaoL, Prince of Uuiell, erected an ab- 
bey liere for monks of the Cisfercian Ordei», ^ 
with which Sr. Bernabd furnished it from his 
o^n Abbey of Cla»vaux. 

CufiWiATSf 0H2m^AfL€TiT was thfe fiM ah*"' 
hot, and in 1 150, was made Bishop of Lismore, 

In J 157$ a great ay nod was held here for the 
purpose of consecrating the church, at which 
weccfMeseat the Arokbiahop of AaMAGH, then 

R 2 
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Apostolic Legate, and divers other Princes and 
Bishops; on this occasion, many rich grants 
were made to the abbey, particularly by Muk- 

CHEETACH OXOCHLAINN, King of IRELAND, 

who presented 140 oxen, or cows, sixty ounces 

of gold, and a townland, near Dkugheda ; . 
O Kearuaill, Prince of Uriell, presented 
likewise sixty ounces of gold ; and Dervor- 
GILL A, wife to Tig E RYAN O'RoiRivE, Prince 
of Br£feiny% gave the like quantity of gold, 
with a chalice of the same metal, for the high 
altar, and holy furniture for nine other altars in 
the same church. 

In the year 1 168, Prince Donough died, ami 
w as buried in the abbey he had founded. 

King Henry tlie Second granted to the ab- 
bot and convent, a confirmation of their house 
and possessions. 

A*D* 1189» MuRCHARD O'Carroi, King of 
Uriell'I', (lied here, and was interred near tlic 
founder; and in the year ll93f Dervorgilla 
died in this abbey. The sisime year, the reliques 
of St. Malachv, Archbisliop of AiiMAaH, 

♦ Brtffny, or Brr/bie, is now called the County of Cd/OMf 
though lormcrly it took in Lcitrhiiy and part of Annaty. 

Vallancey Collect, twit, ill. p. 329« " 
•t Uvkl, or Orgiei, comprehended ancientiy the present counties 
of Loitthf Mwaghan, and Ardmagk^ the sovereignty of which 
irM gcncntlfy invested m the family of O^Carrot, 

Vallancey Collect, tm* iii. j». 401^ 



ItfELXIFONT. 

were brought from Clatrvaux into Ireland, 
and received with great honour in this, and 
other houses of the Cistercian Order. 

A. D. 1203, King John granted a new 
charter to this abbey, confirming to' them their 
former possesbions. In 1229, a Tuesday markcit 
was granted to the abbot and convent in their 
town of CoLLAN, and freedom of all tolls and 
customs throughout the kingdom ; and in 1238, 
the King (Henry III.) confirmed the grants 
made by King Henrt 11. * 

In the year 1306, the temporalities of this 
abbey were seized into the King's hands, on ac« 
count of the endless disputes and wranglings 
for the chair of the abbacy .; and in 15*1% it was 
determined, that no person whatsoever should 
be admitted into this a1)])c\, before he had 
.taken an oath, that be was not of English de* 
scent. 

A. D. 1549, the King (Edward III.) con- 
firmed all and every of the grants made firom 
time to time to this abbey ; and granted them 
divers other rights of free warren, &c. in their 
several manors : also the privilege of building 
a prison in any of their manors within the 
County of Meatu; and liberty to erect a gal^ 
lows, pillory, and tumbrell (ducking stool) ill 

COLLAN, &C. 

In the year Begin alxi LErNAGfi, abr 



bot, was indicted at T»im, for erecting a weir 
on the River BorKS, at OldbaiMe ; and the 
jury, having found, that from the time of the 
Arrival of the English, the King had a certain 
ifsde |M»ftage in that river» from Ae town of 

^DuoG-HEDA to tlic Bridge of Trim, 24 feet in 
l>readth, from the bank on each aide of the river^ 
wdered^the ^reir to be remoired to that breadth, 
and the abbot to be committed to gaol; but 
-ht was released from ^his confinement on the 
payment'of a fine of tan {Kmnds. 

In the year 1400, a confirmation of the abbey 
•hrnds wat granted to the oonvent by Kivc 
Hmrt THt FouMH. Richard Coni-eii was 
4;he last abbot, who, on the lOtli of September, 
1540, had an'annnai pension of «£.40, granted 
tim for life. The abbots of this religious house 
«at as fiaions in parUament. Mr. Abchdaxx 
has been very particular in reciting the several 
possessions of this abbty, taken by an inquisi- 
iioninJune, l6l% the whole amonntof which 
'vas £.S%5. Ids. annua! iralne* 

These extensive possess^ns were granted to 
6» GmiALD Moon, who £xfiA his lesidaioe 
here, making the abbey a magnificent and de- 
«trahle seat, and at the same time a place of de* 
imce, as it bordered knanediately on the Irish 
rebels ; against whom this liouse constantly 
maintained itself untii the £4th of November, 
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1641, mrhen a strong party sat down before iU 
The garriflOD, which ccrasisted only of fifteen 

horse and twenty- two foot, made a vigoious de- 
fence ; but their amunition being exha«i6teclythe 
horse forced their way through the Iriah cam^ 
to Deogu^da, and were followed by the foot^ 
who all effected an escape, eleyen only eit» 
cepted, which number the Ifish sacrificed to 
the manes of one hundred and twenty of their 
meUf who were killed in the field of battle. 

** There yet remains, m tolerable preservation, 
a beautiful little chapel, built of a yeilowisk 
free stone, intermixed with red : the entratiee 
to the chapel is through a superb Gotliic arch, 
wbicb, on the inside, is exquisitely finished^: 
the east window is truly elegant, and on ea<di 
side are three smaller windows, finished in the 
•tyle of the great arch, which is accuiately re* 

presented in Wright's LoutJiiana : the work 
of this arch, as well as that of the windows, pilr 
lars, 8dc. have still the remains of a ^rofnsion 
of gilding and painting in variegated colours. 
H^re are also to be seen the ruins of a spacious 
octagon stmcture,builtofa light grey freestone, 
on the top of which was a large cistern, from 
whence water was conveyed, by means of pipes, 
to the different offices in the abbey." 
We found good accommodations (the Cas- 
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TLE Inn) with post horses, at Slaxj,, a neat 
little village, situated on the baoks of the Hiver 
BoYNC* Ac(joiniDg the town are some exten«> 
sivg and productive flower-mills ; and near 
them is an entrance gateway to the demesne 
of Lord Coityngham; slender and meagre 
according to the Gothic costume of modern 
architects. It is singular^ that this class of 
artists, with every possible advantage of refer- 
ence to the numerous line existing specimens, 
dispersed over all our dominions, from the early 
period of theNormau Conquest, to the reign of 
that great destroyer of monastick remams» 
Kino Henry VIII ; it is singular, I say, thai 
these artists should despise the noble structures 
of our forefathers, and invent a motley kind of 
architecture, which carries with it neither light- 
ness, uniformity, nor solidity* The mansion 
house is also castellated, and appears to have been 
the work of the same arehitect who built the 
modern castle of Sir Hugh Parsons, at Birr, 
and the larger fortress of Lord Charleville, 
near TuLLA MORE. 

Our evening was most delightfully spent on 
the banks of the River Boyne*. The character 

*The River Boi/ne takes its rise in the County of Kildarc, 
and enters Mtatk near Clonard; from thence it pursues its course 
through Trim to Ntsoa^ where being joined by the Blackwater 
river, thetttuted streams flow g^tly on by Slane to Drogkeda^ 

3 
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of this river is iinifonnly dull, and may well 
. be called (like the Libis in Italy) taciturnuM 
mmnis its appearance, however, owing to the 
numerous aquatic plants with vvliich it abounds, 
is rather picturesque, and reminds me of some 
of the subjects selected by the Dutch and 
Flemish artists^ for the exertion of their pen* 
cil: Chance directed my steps along the 
western banks of the river, and 1 found that I 
had taken the right side, as the views of Lord 
Conyngiiam's house and grounds arc much 
more advantageous, ami the foreground of rock 
far more majestic on this side of the river than 
on the other. The first part of our walk was 
4uU and uninteresting ; but on turning an ab- 
rupt angle nearly opposite to Slane Castle, 
what a sudden change of character does nature 
assume ! lofty and perpendicular rocks succeed 
to tanie and scdo-y banks, and the castellated 
mansion, seated on a rocky elevation, presents 
itself well on the opposite side of the river. I 
continued my walk as far as Beau park, the 
seat of the Lambert family, where all would 
be perfect, if the architecture of the mansion 
house accorded with the surrounding scenery 
of wood, rock, and water ; but so unappropriate 
and discordant a building was never before 

where they havp their confluence with the sea. Its banks are 
xichiy decorated wilh the ruins of ancient castles and abUes* 
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seen. Here indeed projecting towers, bastions, 
and battlements, would have their due efiect. 
On the other side of the river ire some fym 
rocks, whose strata are very singularly di${»osed 
in the form of Gothic arches. 

Such a situation, and such a riwr, could not 
have been oveilooked, either by the cloystered 
moukf or the more solitary Anchorite. Mc» 
AttcBDALB informs us, ** that an abbey of C»- 
nous Regular, was founded at a very early ag^ 
on a hiil adjoining the town^ and was remark* 
able for being many years the residence of I>a- 
60B£&T, King of AusTBAsiAy who(A.D. 653) 
at ttie age of seven years, was taken by Gei* 
MOALD, Mayor of the palace, and by his direc- 
tioui' shorn a monk, rendered unfit to iudd the 
letns of government, and banished into laa^ 
%AND, He was received into this abbey, wheia 
lie obtained an education proper for the eogoy^ 
ment of a throne, atid continued here during 
the space of twenty yeai s, when4)e was recalled 
into FEAircE^aad replaced in his government 

* Mr. Archdok quotes the Fiviich Hiitohan Mum wf^ fbh 
I find tfaneiiMMiflcmieiirbatdiieRiitly itated m Ujhi 
devar^Ur kt DatUt torn. i. p. 546* 
It it lliere recorded, that at ihe death of Sigeherf IT. Kmg fif 

Ausfrasia^ in 606, Grimoald having supplanted the true heir to 
tlie crown, J)ag;ohtrty and placed his own son, Ckildelu rt, on the 
throne, caused the young prince, then about four years old, to 
be thora^ and cankd of by JMu^ Bishop of JViitici«» uUo Scoi* 
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Tbe fifst abfaot of this monastery recorded in 
history, was Colman, son of Fa and 
called the Briton ; he died 746. In the 

year 833, tlie abbey was plundered by the 
Ostmen; and in 946, it suffered the same 
fate. In the following year, theae invaders re** 
ceived a great defeat at Slaxe, where Blacah» 
thetr commander^ and 1600 of his best troopi^ 
fell in battle ; but in 948, tbe Ostmen took 
their revenge, by setting iire to the abbey; 
many of its holy inhabitants lost their U¥e% 
and many revered relics, amongst which was 
the pastoral staff of St. Eirc, and the beat 
clock in Ireland, were wholly consumed. 

The abbey was again plundeiccl in the years 
lli^and 116 1. And 1170, was once moie in* 
fettedy not by foreign barbarians, but by do- 
mestic enemies ; for we find, that Dermod 
M^MoEROOHy Kino of LsiNaTER, with a body- 
of £nglish, led on by £abl StsonoboW) 

land. In the yd^^?"^; Dagobert was sent for out of Ireland into 
England, by Wilfred, ArchLi^hop of York, and in the same year 
reg^ned his Kingdom ot Austrasia, which be did not long enjoy; 
for after a short reign of four years, he suffered a premature 
death, by the band of an anassiD. The Hbtorians Meuray anA 
Sauttdtf agree as to his being sent into Irdaidf and the difference 
stiMtyroimbly from the nan* 9tSc»tia being assigned lo Ittttrnd 
^ a veiy late period. 
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bunied and sacked the town ; and the English 

forces repeated their barbarities in 1175. 

This abbey however seems to have risen from 
its ashes, and to have been rehuilt; for in the 
year 1512, it was refouaded for friars of the 
third Order of St. Francis, by Christopher 
Flemi yg, Knight, Lortl uf Slaxe, and Eliza- 
beth STUCK1.E, his wife; who^ finding Mala- 
CHT and DoNOGH O^fiaiNS, friars of the same 
Order, dwelling in the ancient hermitage of 
ii^iRCy removed them to this new abbey, having 
obtained a proper licence for so doing from the 
hi&liop *. 

The Hermitage of £iRC was situated close to 

the river, and some trifling remains of it are 
still visible within Lord Conyngii a m sgrouuds. 
St. £irc was the first Bishop of Slane^ and 
was consecrated by St. Patrick ; he died A.D. 
5l4f in the ^Oth year of his age. 

Friday S9 August. My reason for taking 
the road by Slane, was to view a singular cu- 
riosity in its neighbourhoodi at New GrangEi 
in the County of Meath, and agk short dis- 

t/ ' ^^^^ 

lance from the River Boy NE. This monument 
has for many years excited the attention of the 
learned; much has been written^ and many 

* A copy of this grant, in LatiD^has been given by Mr. GnUf 
in luB ** AntitiuUks of Ireland," 
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coiyectures formed concerning its original des- 
tination. Governor Pownal wrote a long 
dissertation upon it, (which was read before the 
Society of Antiquaries in June 1770), and illus* 
t<rated iiis description by views, and ground- 
plans. A later account, with plans, has been 
laid before the public, by an ingenious native 
of the country, De. Ledwich, in his Antiqui-' 
ties of Ireland. Mr. Wright and Dr, Moly*- 
KEUx, also mention it in their respective writ- 
ings. Its outward appearance is that of a huge 
earthen tumulus^ similar to those we see so fre- 
quently on the chalky hills of Wiltshiee and 
Dorsetshire, but not so neat an<l uniforai in 
its outline ; it differs, however, from them, in 
having been surrounded by huge unshapen 
stones, erected in the same state as they were 
taken from their native quarry ; some of which 
stili remain in their original positions. It dif- 
fers also from the generality * of them in the 
West of England, by containing under its ver- 
dant surface, a subterraneous temple, construct- 
ed of the rudest materials, and certainly of the 
highest antiquity. De. Ledwich informs us/ 

that it was discovered in the year I699, by a 
Mr. Campbell, who resided in the village of 

* 1 make use of the word generality^ because in some parts of 
Somersetshire and Wiltshire, where stone abounds, wc have dis* 
covered crmkcis under the surface of the I>arrow. 
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New Grange; who, observing stones under 
the green sody carried much of them away, and 
at length arrived at a broad flat stone that co« 
vered the mouth of the gallery.* 

Through this entrance, we ventured into the 
artificial cavent, having previously sent lAala* 
bouring man with candles. For a short space, 
tke eatraitce is so low, that we coold oniy gain 
aAnittanee' by crafwiftig ^long on our bellie^^ 
hnt after passing under one of the side stones, 
that has faUen across tbe passage, the aveaae 
becomes sufficiently high to admit a person at 
his full height*. The area of this buiklrng re^ 
aembles the upper part of across, as the 
does the stem I* ; tbcie aic three recesses,, oiic 

*'Dn LeSukk gpvot tbc foAvwing dineiinoiM.oC flii» biuMiiif: 
Aft eocrme^theg^ilcfy n Ihne iett vide* vfi^ two iMgjka 
attiiirttai feet fion the eatrancet it hbult two feet two inches 

^vide. The length of the gallery from its mouth to the beginning 
of the dome, is sixty-two fcot ; from tlu uce to the upper part 
of the dome, eleven feet six inches ; the whole length seventy- 
one fcet and aa balt^ The <loiDe, or cave, with the ioaggaUtfjiE, 
|jPMttWeKHitSsw»of-S;Cix>ss: the lciisriit bttweest Ifc^ma 
pf the ^CKOii is tnrenty &et ; the dfvm ftmne an octigqii tiica^ 
ftst high,, with an area of abont se^fenteeD. It is composed of 
long'flat stones, the upper projecting a little bdow the lower, 
and closed in and capped wfth a flat flag." 

Ledwich's Ant. of Irclandy first cd. p. 3l5. 
t Though the form of this building certainly bears some rc'» 
•cnibiance to that of a cross, 1 can by na means attribute the 
construction of it to so late a period, vir. after theintttidttetSCBi 
of christianitjrinto^r isUnd; hmg i w ibi^ ttoe,*if I wikf 
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fiuUDg ths tTetitte or gftllery> and one on eack 
aidfi ; in the one to the right is a large stone 
HftMb wbkk antiquaries have denominated a 
roo^ haian : it i» mentioned, aa liaTing tta aides. 
fiuXed, but I could not distinguish any work- 
namhip of tfac^ kind ; lojbserircd hoiiover a aio-^ 

gul9.rity in it, which is so evident, that I am 
3ttrpn»ed it did not axre^t the attentipa o£ fot'^ 
met trarelLera and writers* Within the ex90a« 
vated pai t of this large bason, are two circular 
oaTitteSy akttg-side o£ each other* about the 
sine of a dnld's head : aeveral also of the rude 
atones composing this recess, are decorated with 
a variety, of denricesi circular, vtsn^i s>d 
diaawM i d 's h aped t adsne of this latter pattsn 
seem to bear the marks of superior workman- 
ship ; die aquaiea being indented. Many of the 
stones on each side of the adit have similar rude 
marka upon them» and one of them has spiral 
2igzag»** Some utiquariea have carried their 

be- iJlowcd to judf^e from the researches I have made iu JFi^f- 
*Jm^ih»c\igJ»m of iuuj^ioa uader^vwu^ oc baKrmas, had cueaL 

* Xjovemor P&wmU ohstrvcd these spiral liaes on one of tlie 
ti4e9tQne8^«Ad8up]M»eBy ** tbattkUstOM^aawell as some others 
used in the compiUtion of this structurct had formerly belonged 

noee ancientcuute* tad that 
they were brought from the lea-coast iudbcnminstety with tKei 
Kit of the materiftts, and placed Just as the shape of the stone 
suited the pUce assi^ucd it." hut why inal at^tiaute iha proper 
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zeal 80 fkr> as to discover ' (in idea) letters on- 
the stones^ which they have attributed to the 
PboBiiiciaiis ; whilst others have denominated, 
them OoMAM characters : those marks which I 
observed on many of the stones, bore very little^ 
veaenibiance to letters, and a great similaritjr- 

to the ornaments 1 have found on the ancient 
British urns discovered under our tumuli iiv 
WiLTSHtaE. I am inclined therefore to attri« 
bute this singular temple lo some of the Celtic, 
or Belgic tribes, who poured in upon us from the 
Continent of Gaul, and peopled England, to- 
gether with Wales, Scotland, and Ireland. 
. In the opposite recess, there are the fragments* 
of another rock hason ; and some authors assert, 
(though, I believe, without much foundation), 
that the centre recess contained a third vase *. 
The construction of the dome demands notice. 
The avenue, or gallery, leading to the area,. is. 
formed by large upright stones, pitched perpen* 
dicularly in a row on each side, and supporting 
the flat stones that form the roof ; this cover* 
tng rises gradually till it reaches the dome, 

which is not (like our modern cupolas) formed 
by key stones converging to a centre, but after ' 

■ » 

d^ree of tDUi|utty to a stmeture that bas ttery proof to cllun ' 
ill 

* Vr, Molj(ticu£ Iluniphrcjf Uttofd^ 
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the manner of our staii^ses, each long stoii4 
projecting a little beyond the end of thatimme? 
j^iaf^ly beneath it; and a large flat atone mak^ 

ing the cove of the centre. The tallest of the 
9ittHk»^ .forming the mlU to tbe^oc^/if m^as reprer 
rented in the plate* which serrea asafronttapiece 
to my work^ is aeven feet six inches in height : its 
oampnnioii on the opposite sidfii ia about aereft 
iect{ the outward surface of the rock bason, is 
about three feet six long, and three fpet two 

I shall not unnecessariiy trespass upon the 
time.^ud patiepce of my readers, in endeavour* 
ing to aihQiertaift what tribes firat peopled this 
country; nor to what nation the construction 
of this singular monumeiit may i^easonably be 
attributed ; for, I fear, both its authors and its 
original destination, will ever remain unknown* 
Coiyecture may wander over its wild and spar 
cious domains, but will never bring home with 
it either truth or oonvictipn. Alike will tho 
bistories of those stupendous temples at Aburt 
and Stoneh^nge, which grace my native 
f:ountjr,, remain involved |n obscurity ai^d obi 
livion. ■ ' , 

Thi§ tract of country seems to be particularly 
rich in similar antiquities ; there is a caveru iii 
Lord Nettebville s Park; another lately disr 
poyered iq Mrs. M'Qwiee's 4emesne,...apd X 
pi^^ n my way to -this Kzw. £rEAvas» « 



krg^ raiMd'inoiind; ^ieh bore 'n great r^Bem- 

blance to its elevated aeigbbour. I also observr 
ed, m ft Md adjohiiiig tbe- Nbw GnAirGSy « 
smaller sepulohral tumulus^ that mi^ht easily 
be ppeoed; and another raised earthen work 
nearer Lofd Nxttsrvillx's Park. I bad 
cause to regret, that so little time could be de- 
looted 4o- tlie enmmatioii of- thk- eiurioua re* 
gioo, wbieh abeniidft so much io' iMForks of -aft- 
cient times. 

From Slake to Navak yi mius^*. Road 
good. Pass near Lord Con tnohamX and other 
gentlemeiLS-seats* Oa traveliifiglbisroad^no one 
oould auppcfse that to maajr nAtttral beauties Ixf 

concealed within so short a distance on the banks 
oftbeBoTKs: the pedestrian on this occasion^ 
Igr fbUowtng the streaaos wonld bave an advan- 
tage over the man who travels in his carriage f . 

• The traveller -might take a much shorter roiid froni SLmc to 
Dublin, if he has previously visited Trim and the banks of the 
Boj/»(f to ^aspan. He wp^^d^ in his way to DrogUda^ sec a 
moDument erected to the menoiy of King WUlieon III. on the 
wpoi where he '^roned diAtrivcr» ai^d oht«uied in l690t a dfeciaave 
fietofj over the fi^ees of hU loysl antA|^nist King /bmnv If. 
and at Swordt he wonld alto tee a round tower. 
• t PtiiStinM toi^rs have of late years heen much practised, 
and even recommended, ( aconmue d paffj as being the bat me- 
thod of seeing a country : but, I must own, I can oniy see one 
advantage on their tide, i. e. <gc(mon^ « for, independent of the 
an«^dcome r^e^tion whieh'jReiletAiim gue^ ofibtomeel with at 
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See on the left a castle near the river; and ox^ 
the right) at DoKAOHMORE^a large round tower, 

nearly perfect, a small portion only of the stone 
roof having fallen* It bears the same relative 
' iituation to the adjoining mined cbureb, that 
I have before remarked. I found the circum* 
ftrence of this tower to be about sixty feet nx 

inches, at the height of four feet from the 
ground, and the tower rises from a projecting 
base. On the key stone, over the entranoe 
doorwaji is the representation of Christ suf- 
fering on the croM ; a decided proof that thei0 
building were not (as some writers have con- 
jectured) built by the Faguns^ Mr. Auchdals 
says nothing about this tower, and. little about 
the religious establishnient at Donagumore; 
be aaysi '^tfaat Sv* Pahbick founded an tb* 
bey here, called Bile-tobtain, over which he 
placed • St. Jusxin ; it was afterwards pained 

DOKNACB^OBTAIN, and SOW D^na^bxobs. 

The Abbot Rob£etagh, the son of FLiNir^ 
died A,D. 843." 
Near the town of Navak, I obs^fved on 

mfnlv, I ,OMi never believei lliat Hihok Ihe im»te are ha nm si 
and fatigued by a long walk % that either the eye will view, the 
mind consider, or the pencil delineate, with the same pleafun^ 
good taste, or discrimiDation, those objects in natore, fer the 

observation of which, the tour is destined| and the p^ttrian 
labour undergone. 
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tbc right, a raised earthen work*. A goodintr^ 
^mi. post horses. 

* From Navjln toTRiic trtif mius. Road 

good; a fine corn country. See on the left a 
ruined church, mansion house, and earthen 
work; another dilapidated church in die same 
line ; and close to the Botne is a small chapel 
hi ruLn^ At a short distance from hence, and 
Within sight, stands Bective Abbey, ^tuated 
on the banks of the said river ; and presenting 
lather ar castellated than a monastick exterior. 
It was founded cither in the year 1 146, or 1 152, 
for Cistercians, by Mu&cuard O'Melaghlin, 
King cf M£ATH» and was called the Abbey de 
BtatUuiliiie, After tlie invasion of Ireland, by 
the English, in II7I9 this Province of Mj&ath 
was given to Hctgb oe Lact and his heirs, 
by King Heney the^SEC0Ni>, to hold by the 
service of fifty men* This nobleman was killed 
by the blow of an axe, from a labourer employ- 
ed by him in building a castle at Durrow, 
in the King's Countt, A. D« 1 186. From the 
annals of this abbey, it a])pears, that his body 
was detained for a long time by the Irish, until 
tbeydaril95» when, by the direction of Mat- 

b 

* Mr. Ankdste says, that in tin; btmal gmnnd at Jl^miM, 

tlicre are (he rentains of many ancieut ton^bs, wUh ^^ur^ii in 
aUo reliivo. 
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THZWi AacRBfSHOP of CasheIi, (lAien Apostti^ 
lie Legate), and John, Archbishop of Dt7B^ ' 

it was cleiiV€fed up, and interred with 
great solemnity in Bective Abbey; but th^ 
head was placed in the Abbey of St. Thomas 
at Dublin; it also appears, that the contro* 
versy was continued between the inoiik« oi 
Bective and the canons of St. Thomas, con- 
cerning the right to the body of Hugh 
Lacy ; and that a eommiesion being appotntl^d 
by P©pe Innocent IIL to inquire into their 
respective rights, sentence was given in favour 
of the Abbey of St. Thomas. The annals of 
this abbey, as given by Mr. Archdale, ex- 
tend from the year 1 J$5, to the time of its 
gurrendcT in the reign of Ki^ig Henry VIIL * 
and the^e are very slight and imperfect. The 
Abbot of this house sat as a Baron in parlift-^ 
ment. There are considerable remaius of this 
aUiiey^iU standing. ' > ' ;' 

Ttiiif. From l|ie superficial surv^ I took ef 
this town, and its environs, during my two 
fann&r passages through it, I found it cobtAinf^ 
ed so many good subjects for the pencil, that I 
reserved it for a bonne bouche at the <:lose of 

myToui; 

Df the ruins within its walls, the castle 
IB the most prominent feature, both from its- 
dimensions, and situation on the banks of t^* 
£iv£rBoxN£; indeed this is almost the on^y 
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buiidiug I have seen in Ireland, that deserves 
tappellatiott of Castle; the generality of 
buildings so called, are only small forts, resem- 
Uiog.ieach other very much ia the style of their 
aiohitecture. The natives, perhaps, whose eyes 
have Qot been so mucli accustonied, as mine 
have; to view with rapture the stately fabricks 
ofGoNVAT, Carnarvon, and Harlech, may 
think this remark fastidious, but in compari-r 
ton . with the English, Welsh, and Scotch Cas- 
tles, and as far as my observation has' extended 
in this country^ I cannot allow it to be ilU 
founded* 

I have before had occasion to mention the 
Jloyal Grant, of the Province of Msaxh, to 
H0OH deLact, in reward for his services, who 
p^rcelkd'out divers portions of his large terri- 
tory amongst his friends and military compa^ 
nions. Amongst these Hugh Tyrrell, styled, 
by the Chronologer, his imrimickc friend, re- 
vived Castleknock. 

: Hugh df Lacy, to strengthen his newly ac- 
quired jterjcitories, had built a strong castle at 
TniVi and surrounded it with a dcjep and large 
4itch; and when furnished and competently 
garnished, he departed for England, leaving it 
in the iiiustody of the aforesaid Huor Tyr- 
B£LL». The King of CoNNA.UGHT,^taking advan- 
tauie of BE Lac Y'a absence, assembled all the* 
forces he could, in order to destroy it: but 
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H.MGU . Tyrrell, beiag advertized of their 
comiiig^ di^atc]Ae<i SMfisengcrs tQ SrROKG-iKifWy 
beseechiDg hun to come to bis aid. The Earl 
presently assembled his forces, and marched 
towBfd3 T&iH ; but Hugh Tr kslzlv^ seeingi 
the enemy at hand, and finding himself toa 
weak to make resistaDce ag^iaat tteir midti*^ 
tudes, abandoned the cast1e> and burned it*. 
The Irish Kiugs perceiving that done to their 
hmodBf vhicb they intended to have done by 
force, returned towards their ow^n countries. 
The£arl upon hia way meeting with intelli- 
gence, that Trtv was burned, marched on, and 
when, he came thither, he neither found castle, 
nor houae to lodge in : wherefore he made no 

stay, but pursued the enemy, and fell upon 
their rear, of whom one hundred and hfty were 
* alain; which done, he returned to Dublxn,> 
and Hugh Tyrhell to the ruined castle of 
Trih, to reedify the same, before Hugh pX' 
Lacy returned out of England *. 
About the year l^SiO, the Province of Meaih 

4 

* Tbis vecoimt of Trim, entiftcted from an historical fra^ 
ncot, written by Mmtriec Regant and publislied by HanUp in 
bit lliftcrmM. 8oniehiitorians,amon|^t Wbotn i«Gi0idea,S€em< 

to hint» that the first castle was built at Tmi, by WUHam Pep* , 
pard, previous to the grant of Meath to Ili^gh de Imci/. Maurice 
H^gon, above mentioned, was servant and interpreter to Dawod 
M^KMonwgk, Kmg if hmtkr^ at tb» time of the £ajMib in-. 
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was much agi tailed by private dissensionH, be** 
tween Ht)GH D£ Lact, aon and successor to 
die ohginal possessor, and William MaA^ 
SHALL, jLarl of Pembroke. ** Trim (says 
fFare^) was besiegedi and brought to lameutar 
bk plight ; and when the rage and fury of their 
broils were somewhat abated, to prevent the like 
in future, the same year the Castle of Trih 
was built** I know tiot upon whatf grounds 
this castle has been attributed to King John, 
for this monai^jh died in the year 1216: and if 
we g'n c credit to the Irish Historian, the castk 
was not erected till the year 1£S0 : but to King 
John other residences have been with as much 
impropriety attributied, as I have instanced in 
my wtes on the building at St^ I^avids in 
' Wales, vulgarly called KiNb- JoHn^s HALLb 
(Giraldus Cambrensis^ vol, ii. page 30.) 

In 1399* it continued to be -one of the 
strongest places within the English pale**. 
The sous of the Dukes of Lancaster and 
GLouGESTsa^ were confined within its walls by 
King Richard the Second, the former of 
whom was unfortunately drowned jor his pa«- 

• The English, nt last, by ill policy and ill success, were rev* 
duced to the dominion of only four counties, viz. lAMthj Meath^ 
Dublin and Kildnre^ besides the great cities, to which was given 
the name of Pale^ because (as Boa^e says) the government of tjbit 
Kiofi oC Eaglsad, nd tbt EogHsk coUniM wm re^esd to bo 
taiall a conpaaf, sod as it were w^mW within the same. . 
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sage to England. I find (ivova Dug dale) that 
in 19 Richard Ilk Roger. Moetimxe^ had a 
tfiecial commiMioii of lieutenancy for the Pro^ 
vinces of Ulstsr^ Connaught^ and Me^th, 
and m the next year was again constitutedLord 
Lieutenant of the whole realm ; his son and 
heir, Epmund Mortiker, was also appointed 
lieutenant of Ireland; (1 Henry VI. 14£a) and 
Mr. Grose says, that this Earl had, in 1422, 
the inheritance of Trim, and there died of the 
plague. 

In the years 1406 and 1416, two Parliaments 
were called in Dublin, adjourned to TEiM,and 
held in the Black Friary ; where also tradition 
makes the Jirst Irish Parliament to have been 
held. In 1459f a mint was established in the 

Castle of Trim, and silver and brass money ' 
were there coined by the King's order ; and in 
1457, ttieiition is made of another Parliament 
having been called at the same place. In the 
years 1485, 1490, and 1493, the same sessions 
were held in Trim Castle. In 1494, the Milt* 
tary Society of St. George, which had been 
instituted in ]479> for the defence of the Coun« ^ 
ties of Dublin, Kill)are,Meath, and Louth, 
ceased to exist; and two years afterwards, 
Trim was consumed by fire. Paring the rebel* 
lious and troublesome reign of the unfortunate 
Charles the first, this town became again a 
-scene of tttBiuU and^ :disotder» Jll 164 1, it 
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wa^ surprised by the inftufgeliUy but was re* 
taken the next year by Sir Charles Coot£« 
Portuiog the tnemy lu^juftidedly in the nighty 

this gallant commander, 'whose very name wag 
a terror tQ the Jruhp received a mortal ahot^ 
luidesepired.* 

In 1647, the castle was refortified^ and made 

veiy atrotig ; it was besieged by General Piitis^ 
TON, but relieved by Coionel Jones. In 1649,' 

it was taken from the Parliamentarians by Lord 
Ikchiquik; mnd in 1650, the Royalists pes* 

sessed themselves of it, but were dispossessed 
by Colonel RfirvoLns, and ^ix TaJKOPHix#u# 

JONEfl* 

Such are the memorials I have been able to 
collect respecting the Castle of Tium; all of 
which prove; how very impmtasl a^strong hdd 
it nVas considered, during the course of many 
snccesi^iye: centuries. Blit ho^evcfr importBiit 
and strong this castle may have been consider- 
ed,. both in a military and in a civil ligbt, the 
monkstiitk esteblisbmtfnts in tbet.ltowii and 
neighbourhood, presented themselves as rivals, 
if not in power> at least in riches^ Nq less tbs^ 
fonr,religi€us establishments hitve been reoordt 
ed, by Mr. Arcudal£, as existing at TaiM, 
besides a chantry, a Greek church, and a min^ ^ 
licry. 

h An Abbey of Canons liegular, founded at 
« veif eitrly period^ oAapieoe of ground, givei^ 

3 
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§ai that {Atrpoae by Fethlemid, the son of 
Laoobaire, and <]^randson'Of Niall. St. Pa- 

' trigs; made bis nephew, St. Lomann^ bishop 
there^ and was succeeded by St« FoacHEKNEt 
about the middle of the lifth century. The an* 
nals of tliis abbey are continued ill regular or* 
der, from this early 9sra to the time of its dis^ 
solution, in the reign of King iicNEY VIII. 
From them ve leam^ that the town and abbey 

'suffered by conflagration in the years 1108, 
lld7>114d, 1165, and 1203. Towards the close 
of the thirteenth century, the abbey was re* 
built by the Lacy family, and filled with Ca* 
nons Regular. In 1368, this building was again 
consumed by fire. Mr. Archdale differs in 
his dates respecting the Parliaments held at 
Trim ; he places them in the yeara 1484| 1487, 
and 1491. 

. This church possessed an image of the Blessed 

Virgin, which, however for many ages cele-^ 
brated for its miracles, and the many pilgrim* 
ages and offerings made to it, was publicly 
burned in the year 1538. In the 34th Hexrt 
VIIL this abbey, with iu appurtenances, was 
granted to Sxa Anthony St. Leger, Knight 
The lofty tower, called the Yellow Seeeple,^ 
o6 wUcfa a «onspicuoos fragment still remains, 
owes its dilapidations to Oliver Cromwell, 
against whom h held out a considerable time 
SIS a gumotkf' - — • 
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2. The Grey Friary was dedicated to St. Bo 
VATzsTTUREy and was generally called the Ob- 
aervantine Friary of Trim. Some attribute its 

foundation to King John ; others to the fa- 
mily of Plvnkkt* It was reformed by the Ob* 

sei van tines Ijefore the year 13S5. In 1330, a 
great part of this building was undermined by 
the waters of the fiorir£yand fell to the ground. 

The present Sessions House now stands ou iu 
site. 

S, The Dominican Friary stood near the gate 

leading to Athboy, and was founded in 1263, 
by Geoffret de CtNEviLLE, who, by his 
marriage with Maud, daughter to Gilbert db 
Lacy, had livery of the Castle of Trim, as the 
right, by inheritance, of his wife. This said 
Gi^oFFREY, in the year 130^ icsigned the 
lordship of Meath, to Roger de Mortimer, 
the rightful heir, and entered iumself a friar in 
this nioiiaster}^ wherein he died, and was in«- 
terred in i 314. Many others of his family were 
also buried in this monastery. This was tbe^ 
abbey, befojre u>eiUioned as the Black Friary, in 
irbich diy^ Parliaments were held, and in one 
of which, it was enacted, that the Irish should 
not wear shirts stained with saffron.'* 

4. The Priory of Croasbearers, dedicated 
St. John' the Haptist, and founded by one of 
tbe Bishops of MfATH, is represented as having 
}»een a truly ma^ificeat building; in Hfhiiih 
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probably some of the Parliaments were beid ; 

. V but I can gain no information respc^clmg its 
original siliuatiom 

Besides* these monasttck buildings at T&iir, 
there are two others in its immediate neighbour* 
hood tbat deserve notice, « 

1. The Priory of Newtown, situated on the 
northern banks of the River Boyne, This was 
founded about the year lfi06, for Canons Be* 
gular, of the Congregation of St. Victor, by 
Simon de Rocufo&t, Bishop of Meatu^ who 
also erected the church into a cathedral, which 
he dedicated to the honour of St. Pinter and 
Sr. Pavx*. He died in the year 1S24| and was 
buried here. In the year 1307» when Riqhari> 
Sweet MAN presided over the abbey, some, se- 
rious disturbances took place» in which he was 
murdered, as well as another friar, who endea- 
voured to apprehend the assassins. On the 1st 
of May, 1596, this bouse was suppressed by Par* 
. liament, and granted to King H^nry VIIL 
Ibe prior of this house^ wa» the third in dignity, 
and sat as a Baron in the House of Lords* 

Mr. Archdale notices an ancient tomb, said 
to have been placed there for a daughter of 
King John. I own this escaped my observa- 
tion, but I observed another altar tomb exposr* 
ed to the rude elements, on which there were 
the recumbent effigies of a male and female fit 
gure, habited ia the cosiumc pf.QusfiN iL^izA^^ 



Digitized by Google 



t70 N£WtOWl} ABBSt. 

BETH« On its base b an U8criptioii» wliich I 

had not time to decypher ; but I am told by a 
gentleman of the country, that this monument 
erected to the memory of two personages 
of the KoscoMMON family. 

At a short distance from Newtovk Ah* 
bey, but on the opposite banks of the River 
fioTN£| and immediately, adjoining a bridge 
over that river, are the remains of a Priory of 
St. John the Baptist, which was erected in 
the thirteenth century for Crossbearers^ or 
Crouched Friars; and the Bishops of Mbath 
were either the founders, or great benefactors to 
Ibis house. The ruins are extensive and par* 
take of the castellated style of architecture: 
they group well with the river and acyoining 
bridge, and form a good subject for -the pencil* 
Indeed, I have seen no place, during my exten- 
sive tour, so rich in subjects for the pencil, or 
more convenient in point of accommodations, 
than the town of Trim, and its immediate 



horses.) 

Satueday SOtb August. From Trim to 
Kiii^cocK XI MitES, where we changed horses* 

This road, and the principal objects near it, have 
been before described. 

From KiLCocK to Dublin xvr mij^ss. 

Road good. Passing through Maynooth acnd 

h&i2^i2, I varied the road to Dublin, by 
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the recommendation ofmyfriends^ and crossing 

the LiFFEYy near Lucan, continued to follow 
its northern banks, through anarrovvale, well 
wooded, and richly varied with gentlemen's 
seats. The southern declivities ^of the banksj 
facing the river, and which, till within these 
few years, produced only fern and furze, are 
now allotted to extensive and profitable plantar 
tions of strawberry plants. Enter the Phcenix 
Park, which, on this side, presented more na- 
tural beauties than I could have imagined ; and 
a most advantageous, and even picturesque 
view of the City of Dublin. 

I strongly recommend to every traveller the 
"^northern banks of the Liffet ; the road is 
somewhat longer, but better, and the superior 
scenery which it affords, will amply recopipense 
him for so trifling a detour. 

On Monday night, 1 September, we sailed 
from Dublin in the Spenser Packet, (Captain 
Fellows,) and after a most favourable passage 
of eleven hours, landed safely at Holthsab. 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 



Antiquities. Historical order requires, that 
we should first direct our attention to those 
objects which lay claim to the most remote an- 
tiquity* Amongst these, the rude pillars, and 
cromlechs erected by the ancient inhabitants of 
our island, (most probably for religious pur- 
poses, ) bear the preeminence in point of seni-* 
ority ; of the same date are tnany of the tumuli 
and carnedds dispersed over the face of the 
country: I say, many^ because some are evi- 
dently military works of a much more modern 
period. 

The construction of stone temples and crom* 

lechsy has generally been attributed to the 
Druids, but without any certainty of proof. The 
fonner consisted of one or more circles of rude 
stones set upright, surrounded by a ditch and 
rampart ; the former being dug on the inside 
of the circle; by which peculiarity they are 
distinguished from inilitary works, w litre the 
ditches are usually dug on the outside, as a guard 
against die enemy. A fine example of this di&-< 
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tinguishing character of the religious and tnili- 
tary earthen works, may be seen at ABuav ia 
Wiltshinv clo^e tq. the gr/eat; xy>adf between 

Maui imRouGji aiul Devizes, aiul near the vil- 
lage of B£CKUAMPTON» 

In the grand and well preserved temple, 

called Ston£U£nge, we see a work, of greater 
ar^ and consequently of a much later sera, yet 
atiU beyond the reach of history. In the con- 
struction of this building [whose ground plau 
represents two ovals within two circles, sur- 
rounded by a slight ditch] a greater skill and 
knowledge of masonry are displayed : the, up* 
right stones have an impost upon them, con* 
nected by a mortise and tenon ; and tl^ whale 
bear the marks of the chissel ; wheieas in the 
more ancient temple at Abury, the upright 
stones have no imposts, and are put up in the 
same rude state tbey were, drawn ^froun their 
native quarry. 

I have every reason to suppose, that one of 
lliese stone temples escisted formerly on tlis 
CuRRACH of KiLDARE : the elevated situatiouit 
and tiie nature of the soil of that plain, admira- 
bly suited botli the iiidinations and habits of 
the Britons ; and when I perceive the tumuli 
of their dead, can I doubt of their prior exis^ 
ence on that favoured spot? Nor should tradi- 
tion, however apparently enveloppied in tha. 
thick veil of fiction and romaujce, be totalli/ un- 
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hee^d; for the suii will oftenfitnes' suddenly 
burst forth through the mm, and by eu^ 
Kglmmng raysv ^spel the dtafkttess that befere 
p^vailed. From ancient ti^adkion we learn, that 
a stone tstofiG once exiated oa.^ due CuBftAeit 
of Ki£i>ARfi, awd wi^ eafled ^ Circle of fie 
GiantSy because they brought it from the fup- 
timst part of AMea^ mto Irekunil- frott< 
the British King, Ambrosius, fty th« a«M8faw«J 
of MERLIN the magician^ transplanted it to the 
plains of Wiltshibe, and-phM!ed i« o& » 
where the Temple of Stone uENGE now stands*. 

From which tradition^ I should draw the fol- 
lowing ittference ; BMiely, tIsaM a? stoiitt tempts 

existed in ancient times on the Clhuagh of 
Hi^jLDABB, and tha^t by the desire of King An^ 
BB08IU8, one Merlin went into Ireland; and 
brought back with him a plan of that temple, 
Croia which the one of SxoifBH'BsfGBwasafter** 
wavdfliereetwdl 

By these means only can' I interpret this tra- 
dition ; fof the mnOTal.otf such tftones^ jb evi- 
dently vmpoasible*; and we ft>itt\Myately can 
bring evidence to prove from whence they 
were conveyed to Stonehenob. Nor will I con* 
sent to give this stupendous temple, which 
adorns my native county, so recent a date aA 

^Giraldus CambrcmiSf Topoffraphia Hibtrmm, Chap, tak, 
liD. 3. 

T 2 



Digitized by Google 



9,76 



GENERAL REMARKii. 



the period in^ which the British King AuREtzutf 

A-MBHOsrus flourished*. 

Next to the stone temples comes that species 
of monument called Cromlech, derived from 
the British words crwrtiy or croniy bending ; and 
llech^ a stone that is flat, or bends downwards* 
Their original destination has not yet been 
clearly ascertained ; some antiquaries having 
supposed them to have served as altars for sa- 
crifice ; and others to have been erected as se- 
pulchral memorials. 

Of these several are dispersed through Ire* 
land ; some few of which I have had occa- 
sion to mention during my tour ; and many 
others have been described by Mr. Wright, in 
his Louthianuy and in the lately published iS'/^- 
tistical Surveys. 

Though the subterraneous temple cannot be 
said to be exclusively peculiar to this country, 
yet the Sister Kingdom cannot boast of any 
one either so large, or in such perfect preserva- 
tion, as the one at New GRAiNGE,nearSLANE, 
which I have described in my journal; and 
which is one of the most curious monuments of 

* Aurdius Ambrosim, reigned over Britain in the fifth century, 
and according to the historian CreMf, was poisoned by the 
treachery oi one Pmcwtius, in the year 497 f ^ter a reign of 
thirty-eno yean. 
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antiquity remaining within the limits of the 

United Kingdom. 

Coeval with the Stone Temple and the Crom^ 
lech, are the Carnedds and the Tumulus, or Bar- 
row; the former signifying in the British lan- 
guage, a heap of stones ; the latter, in the Latin 
tongue, a heap, or mound ; the former piled up 
with stone, the latter with earth ; each mate- 
rial being used indiscriminately, according to 
the nature of the soil surrounding theplace des- 
tined for the sepulchral memorial. Thus, in 
the extensive plains of Wiltshire and Dor- 
setshire, we see the Tumulus formed in the 
most correct and beautiful manner, of the fine 
turf with which the chalky downs are covered ; 
whilst on the ruder mountains of Wales and 
Ireland, we see the Carnedd still following 
the shape of the Tumulus, though differing in 
the materials of its construction. 

Specimens of each'occured to me during my 
tour ; and I much regretted that I had not lei- 
sure to examine some of their contents : From 
tlie ancient relics found in them, and deposited 
in the Museum at Dublin, I do not hesitate to 
pronounce them the places of interment of the 
most ancient inhabitants of our island. Whe- 
ther Celtic, or Belgic, I know not, but the 
resemblance of the urns, stone-hatchets, flint 
arrow hcads^ brass spears, &c. found under the 
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Irish tumaii, witli those I have aeea dug iip id 
Wiltshire^ evidently proves theBe artieks 

have been deposited about the same aeca,andby 
a people presiervrng tlie sajttiejbabitsapd rites of 
buriai. The detcrifiAiott of . a most eurioMf 

Carn^ discovered in the County of Down, may 
Jbefi^n ia Vallanc^yi^s CoUectanea, voL yL fAge 

OEAToai£Sy CiiA«'£Ls, and Rounb Tows&s* 
At the time when ehristianity waA iRltodweei 

into this island, the cell of the holy man pariook 
of the humility of his own disposition* A ea^ 
wetn sheltered faim from the severity of the 
storm ; a flat stone served him for a bed ; the 
roots of the earth, aod the limpid sprlngt for 
food. The sanctity of his life and conduct, at- 
tracted the attention of the faithful^ and by 
their zeal, an humble chapel of devotion was 
erected near the hermit's cell. 

Of <^ cse we find some very singular examples 
in Ireland : one of which I have mentioned, in a 
perfect state at Kii.LALOE, a.ul llu. fragment 
of another ou Devenish Island. Their con- 
strnction v/as very simple, and entirely of 
stone; the rorf being drawn up to a point in 
the tbrm of a wedge ; the arches round» and tb^ 
architecture plain and unornamented : the 
Saxon decorations employed 04 Co».haq8 
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Cliapcl, at CASHELy prove that bmlditig to be 
6F ^ Uter Azte^ thoiiglh the Bt6tie roof is stiU 

made use of*. 

EdtNP Tow£B8. I am iniclined to think, 
tfcat these singular buildings were erected 
abojdt the same time as the stone-roofed chapeUi 
and that they were the work of the Irish. 

GiRALDUs Cambrensis, who wrote his ac- 
count of Irdand in the year 1 185, distinguishes 
them as towers belonging to chnfches built 
after the manner of the country. " Turres ec» 
cksiatHcie qum^ more patrio^ arctcB sunt et alta, 
necnon et rotundce,'* The opinions abbut their 
original destination, have been as varied as 
they have been discordant. 

John Lynch, an Irish writer, calls them 
clochteachy or the house of the belli and attri- 
butes their construction to the Daiies. 

Petee Walsh supposes tliem to have been 
erected first by the Danes, as watch-towers 
against the natives t> and appropriated after- 
wards to holy uses, as steeple-houses, and bel- 
fries : they are also attributed by Dr. Molt- 
NEux to the Danes. 

Mr. Hiiaftis thinks^ that (lik^ th^ pillars in 

♦ CormaCy son of Cviinan^ Kinn; of Munsfcr^ and Archbisbop 
•f Cashtlf lived in the beginning of tbe tenth century. x 

fXhe low situation in which several of theie tQwei9 W 
placed, mBitates strongly against ttib tapposition. 
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the east) they may have been erected for the 

reception of Aiiachorite Monks ; and says, that 
according to tradition, an Anachorite lived at 
the top of one of these Round Towers at Drum- 
LAHAN in the County of Cavan, which re- 
tained the name of Cl^h^Ancaire, or the stone 
of the Anchorite. 

Dr. Smith, in his History of Cork, quotes 
an Irish manuscript, in which the use of these, 
buitdings is said to have been to imprison pe^ 
nitents, and that they were called " Inclusoria, 
or arcti inclmorii ergasiula,'' the prisons- of 
narrow inclosure. The MS. adds, that the par- 
nitents were at first placed on the top of the * 
tower, when having made a probation of a par- 
ticuLlr number of days, according to tlieir 
crimes, they were allowed to descend to the 
next floor, and so on, till they came to the 
door^ which always faced the entrance of the 
church, where they stood, and received the ab<* 
solution of the clergy, and the blessings of the 
people. The same author further adds, that in * 
a MS. containing some annals of Mukster, 
mention is made of the building the tower 
of KiNETH, [in the County of Corkj about the 
year 1015, soon after the celebrated battle 
fought between the Irish and Danes at Clon- 
TAUF near Dublin. The same author observes, 
in his History of Waterford^ that the Round 
Tosver at Arduous, had been evidently uitd 
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as a belfry, as a part of the oak beam renmiued 
from which the bell was suspended ; and that 
two channels were cut in the cill of the door, 
where the rope came out; and thus the bell was 
sounded by the ringer, who stood below on the 
outside of the doorway." 

In the first volume of the English Archaeo^ 
logiaj is a dissertation, (with a view) on the 
Round Tower of Ardmore, bv Peter Col- 
LiNSON, which is little more than a repetition of 
the remarks made h^-Ih. SftiTU. This paper is 
answered in the second volume of the same 
work, by Owen Salusbury Brereton, E$q, 
who says, When I lately made the tour of 
the south-west parts of Ireland, I saw several 
of these buildings, called usually Penitential 
Towers; not one of them had either belting or 
gh'ting, nor the least sign of their having been 
any room in them, till within ten feet of the 
top : that room had windows, exactly facing 
the cardinal points; from thence, downward to 
the entrance, which is about fifteen feet from 
the surface of the ground, only a few slits were 
cut, just to give light to persons going up 
and down stairs." This author thinks them to 
be of Irish construction, but prior to the use of 
belU*. 

* This assertion ^specting there having been no rooms in the 
fOQod towen, till within tea feet of the top,, does npt hold good 
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There is another dissertatitm on these biiftd- 
iiigs, by the Rev. TnomAH IIarmeb^ in the 
niath volume «f the Archaoiogia, in which he 
quotes the description given by a moiltrn 
G«eek writer, of a square tower in the Holy 
Land, which was approfinated l)0 the same 
purposes, as tliosc in Ireiaiul are supposed (by 
idme authon) to have been. On the outskte 
of the wails, and on the west {of the monastery), 
is a square tower of three stories, and twelve 
yards in diameter, in which two or three Her- 
mits shut themselves, wlio live in a very au- 
stere manner. On the upper story is a i)ell, 
which, whenever any visitors come frotn Jem- 
salenn, is rung to give notice to the doorkeeper 
of the convent for their reception. The enirance 
into it is by a atone staircase of fourteen steps, 
and is distant from the walls of the tower 
about twelve feet. On tlie top of the staircase 
is a drawbridge, which communicates with the 
door of the tower, to which chains are fixed on 
each side, and it is hoisted up from the inside 
of the door, and never let down except necea* 
fiity ret[uires." 

with respect to the generality of these buildings ; for in al^noil 
every one that fell under my own insptcuun; I observed the 
marks of didiinct storks and jiouring : and ihe windows, though 
narrow, were decidedly such, and one was appropriated to every 
$toijff eaLcept the upper oae^ which had lour. 
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Whilst some suithors hav€ attributed these 
buildijigs to the Irish, and others to ihc Fidm 
and Dues, a learned antiquaiy, naw tiviag; 
Oeneaal V'allancey, has sought out for them 
a still more remote origin. He suppoaea them 
to bavc been eneeted hj the Old Irish, ar Aire* 
Coti, the primitive inhabitauts of Britain, and 
the western isles, who, after the reHgion of 
the Brahmins, worshipped fire*; and mentions 
a passage in Hamoay ^i Travels^ ml. i. p, ^92. 
in which similar Imiidings, appropriated to the 

same relii^^ious pur[>oses, arc described : Sahi 
was built by the ancLent Persians; there are 
yet there four temples of the GsBmES,' or wor- 
shippers of lire, who formerly inhabited all thk 
coast. These edifices are rotund, about thirly 
feet in diameter, and raised to a point near one 
hundred and twenty feet." After suggesting, 
that they were originally eracted by the ttwr- 
shippers of Jlre, he thus concludes : " That 
diese towej*s were used as belfries^ there can be 
no doubt, and why they should not have beeair 
so used before Christianity was introduced, I 
know no reason. The same cause existed^ 

* The pyramidal flaioe 9eetns to have given the idea of the 
Round Towerif which were conical, and eaUed in a point at top, 
both in HiKDOSTiv, and in IaBi.AVD« 
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namely, that of assembling the people to devo- 
tion. The Egyptians had belb, and f;be Irish 
ceo/, (keol) a bell, and its diininutive keolan, a 
little belly was certainly derived from the Egyp- 
tian kel, a betl 

On comparing and considering the various 
accounts which have been drawn up by so 
many able and intelligent antiquaries, I am in- 
clined to favour the opinion of Dr. S3nTH, 
which is strongly grounded upon the tradition 
of an ancient Irish manuscript. 

The figure of our Saviour on the cross, which 
is sculptured over the key stone of the door- 
way to the Round Tower at Don A 6 HMO RE, will 
at once overturn the ingenious system of Gene- 
ral Vai.lancky, and prove these buildings to 
have been of Christian, not of Fagan, origin. 
The same religious emblem is also sculptured on 
the arch of a Rouud Tower at Buiichin, in 
Scotland. 

These towers differ in their respective heights 
and dimensions, as well as in the number of 
their floors, and in the height of the door from 

the ground -f. They vary also in their distances 

* Valkaicey Colketmua, vol, vi. p, 1561 
t Mr. Weld, in his late publication, says, that the round towers 

at .S uo/(/i, ami Cluannmawis€f have entrances level with thf sur- 
face of the ground. 
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frOm the church, biit most usually bear a north- 
western position. They were divided into dif- 
ferent stories, of which I saw evident marks in 
the projecting stonework, left for the support of 
the floor. Each of these floors had om window 
to light it; and the upper room had invariably 
Jour. I am inclined to think, that one and the 
same plan was followed in drawing up the roof 
into the shape of a cone ; and that the battle- 
ments, with which we see some of them crown- 
ed| were a more modern addition after the de- 
cay of the original stone roof. Their architec- 
ture was simple, and the masonry very good: 
they sprung (frequently, but not always,) from 
a projecting plinth, which served as a base, and 
diminished gradually from the bottom to the 
top. In one only of these towers have I ob- 
served any sculptured decorations, uanicly, on 
that in D£V£Nish Island, on Lough Erne, 
wliere a rich cornice encircles the stone root", 
and the centre of each of the four upper 
windows, is ornamented with a human head. 

If I am allowed to hazard a conjecture about 
these singular buildings, I should suppose them 
to have been erected about the ninth centurv, 
and nearly at the same time with the stone- 
roofed chapels, at which period Ireland abound- 
ed with holy men, and was much resorted to as 
a seminary for learning and religion. The cha- 
pel at Cashel must have been erected either 
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at tbeeml^ tiie luaCli^ or tbehq^Mnigof die 
tenth' century, as CmwAC, its* ibvaidcFy^ wsw 

skin in battle A. D. 908 ; but a6 this buiiding 
»riehly decopated wrtb sculpture, aod iMoltsil 
a very superior style of architecture, we cannot 
consider it as ooe of the earliest speciQi«a»^ 
this kind af structure. 

I tliink also we may safely give the credit of 
tlieir con&tructiou to the native Irish; that th^ 
were very nusnerous in former days, dur mo** 
dern survivors will amply testify ; and that they 
were built after the muai method aiad plan 9£ 
the country, ( more pmtrio ) and had » coiiv 
nexion with the adjoining churches, being calledi 
**turres eccksias^iae,'' the passage befope cited 
from GiRALDOs, will suffietently prore. They 
seem however to have been almost peculiar to 
Iieland, as there are none in £nglandop Wale^ 
and only two in Scottknd ; the designs of which 
were probably brought over by some Irish ar- 
chitect, at a period when there was a great in- 
tercourse between the two nations. Tlicse 
Bound Towers are situated at Aber^jsthy, 
the County of Mitrbat, and at BmEcnr^, iff 
the Coiuity of Angus; each on the eastern 
coast of Scotland and ^ur remote from Ivelwd* 
The description given by Mr. Gonw^ m hi* 
Itina^arium Septentrionale^ of the Round 
Tower at ABsairaTiiT, wonld^ aaswer etfMlf 
well with any m belawl^ nasiysi 
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AMKstrnr^ the ancient capital ef Ibe Picti^ 

liiitiiiii, I could discover nothing except a stately 
boUow pilbv, witlitput astaircase^ «o that when I 
entered wtthi&i and looked upward, I could 
scarce forbear imagiaing myself at the bottom 
of a deep draw- wall* It has only odc door, or 
entrance, facing tlie north* somewhat above 
the^ basia; tlie height of winch is eight foot and 
a half, and the breadth ^wofoot and a hal^ 
Towards the top are four windows, equidistant, 
and five foot nme tnehes in lieight, and two 
foot two inches ia- breadth, and each is sup- 
ported by two smaU pillars^ At tlie bottom arc 
twa rowi of stones,, projecting from beneadi^ 
which served for a basis^ or pedestal. The 
whole height of tht pillar is seventy-five foot; 
the external circumference at the base ia forty* 
eight foot, but diminishes somewhat towards 
, the top, and the thickness of the wall i» three 
foot and a half* 

The same author, in describing the other 
Round Tower at BnECniif, says, It differs 
little m shape from that at Abernethy, only 
it was larger, and covered at top; for its height, 
including the roof, was a hundred foot ; the 
external circiimfeience is forty-seven foot, and 
the thickness of the wails three foot eight 
inches. However this has no pedestal like tbsp 
other, but seems to shoot out of the ground 
like a tree. It has ^ door frontiog tber souths. 
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the height and breadth of which differ little 
from Abernethy ; only upon it are evidences 
sutlicieut tq demonstrate, that it was a ChriS" 
tian worky for over the top of the door^ is the 

Jigure of our Saviour on ike cross.'' 

Drawings of this last tower have been given 
by Ledwich, Pennant, and Mr. GouoH^who, 
in the second volume of the Archceologia, has 
corrected an error of Gordon, respecting the 

^ door^ as he calls it, which is only two arches, 
one within the ^iher in relief." 

As, it may be satisfactory to some of my 
readers to know in what provinces the remains 
of these singular buildings are situated, I shall 
subjoin the best account I can collect, from 
the various authors who have recorded them *• 
County of Antrim. At Antrim f. Ardmoy. 

Ram Island in Louoh Neagh. 
County op Cavan. At Drumlahan. 
County of Clare. At Dkumcliff. Innis- 

4 

cattery, an island on the River 

Shannon. Iniskeltair, an island 
in Lough Dei^g, on tjie same river.. 

• Dr. Beauforty and Mr, Ledxiich, have given lists of thest 
Round Towers, which I have compared with Seward's Topo- 
graphical Dictionary, and have mentioned only those in my 
text, which are recorded by the three respective writers. 

f This Round Tower does not stand immediately in the 
' town, 'trait at a short distance from it. 
1 
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CooNTT or Cork* At fiAz.i*TBxe. Brioow£. 
CoaR. Cloyn£« KifiTEiGH^ or Ki* 

CowTT OF Domnr. At DjtaicBO. Dowie-* 

PATRICK f. MaGHEUA. 

County of Dublin. At Clondai»&in. Lusk, 

SWOBDS* Rathmicsael. 
County . of Fermanagh. Oa D£V£nisu 

IstAND, in Lough £BK£j:« 

County of Galway. At Ballygaddy. 

F£AETAMOR£. KiLMACDUAGH 
COUKTT OF KXLBARX. At CaSTLX DXElfOT* 

Kildaee. Kilcullsn. Oughts- 

RAEll. TaGHAIMMS. 



* The architecture of this tower varies from all others in 
Ireland, the^rst story being a regular hexagon, and tradition 
dstes Ibe eoaatractioa of this tower in the year lpl5« Mr. 
Leiwiek menttons & tower at Bd^werk, in dik connfy; but it k 
not noticed either hj JrMakp or Stwartk 

t On taking down this Round Tower, the vestiges of a still 
more ancient building, and of good masonry, were found un* 
der it. 

X This is the most onunnented Round Tower I have seen^ 
hsnng A senlptored conice round its stone roof. 

§Mr. Semard says, that this tower kana 17t ftet ham io 
perpendicular, and that the cdebratsd one at Pm» leans only 19 
feet. 

Mf, Leduich inennons another tower at Kilbennarij \n this 
county, but nfither Semrd tkoxArcbdaU take notice of it. 

V 
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CouNTT OF Kilkenny. Aghavuli er, Fer- 

TAOH. Klii&£NJNY. KlL&££. TUL- 
LOHERtir. 

King's County. At Clonmacnoise, two*. 
County of Liuerick. At Dysebt; Kilval- 

LOCKf* ' 

County of Louth. At Dkomiskin. Mo^as- 

TEEBOYCE. 

County of Mayo. At Aghagover. Bal- 

LOGH p 

County of Meath. At Donaghmore §. At 

. KfiLLS. 

County of Monaohan. At Clones |« 

Queen's County. AiTimahoe. 

County of Roscoicmon. AtBoYj.£. Gran. 

* - m 

* Mr. Ledadek menUoM two Round Tov9&i afc jFertenc, but 
lihe other authoaart nlent on this subject 

t Mr. Ledtnch mentions a Round Tower at Limerick f in ad- 
j^i^n to the other two. 

J Mr. LtdiQich takeb notice ol" a tower at Newcastle^ in tliii 
county, but I can find no sucli place mentioned (as in this dis- 
trict) by the other authoi^. The author of. the Statistical Sar- 
wyfftkt Comty of Mayo, says, that there is a Round Tower 
at the .town oC Bal, fifty feet hig^. Qaere. Is not this the s«ne 
recorded by Mr. Ldai^ as at BaU, in the County of <S%of 

) Over the keystone of the door tX.Doaagkmoret is the figure 
of our Saviour on the cross, sculptured on the stone : air evident 
proof, that these buildings were of Christian, not Pagan uiigin. 

U Pr. Beaufort takes notice ot a towef at £mik€€n, in this 
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County of Sligo. At Drumcliffe. Sligo, 
' two*> 

CoUNTr 0¥ TiPPERART. At CaSHEL* RQ6* 

CREA. 

County of Wat£Rford. At Ardbiore.. 
County os Wicklow. At Glandalogh, 
two. 

Coxnmr of Westmeath. At Dysart. 

county. N. B. In his Mnp, this place is written Tnniskeert^ On 
the borders ot Cavan, and this county, is a place called Ennkk^^. 
In the Statistical Survey of this county, a Round Tower is re- 
corded at /jiii»^c«M> whose door » level with the surfoce. 

I 

* Mr. Ledii/ck, m hjt> list of Round Towers, places one at 
< 

Ball, Q,nd anuthoi at Moat, in this county. But I can find no 
account of them in any othev.book: the author of ihc Statistical 
Swviy of this County, is jerroneops in stating, " that the door 
it never Umtr ikon ^iboui Homiyfieifrom tiefiundatum/* There 
leeint to-faave-lieeii do general rule for the hei^t of the doorip 
«tid few are «o l^gi as twenty feet from the snriace. 



aSHERAl. BXtfARKS. 

The fullowiiig measurements (extracted frtm 
Mr LeDWicu's Antiquities) will throw a fur- 
ther light upon the mode of coastnictios. 
adopted with respect to these Roimd Tow ers. 
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Stone Crosses* The next relick of anti- 
quity that demands our notice, is the Cross, 
of which Ireland presents many curious and 

well preserved specimens. They are neither of 
that light and taper form, nor elegant Gothic 
workmanship, by which the crosses, erected by 
our English monarch, Edward the First, to the 
memory of Eleanor, his Queen, were so parti- 
cularly distinguished: but though simple in 
their design, they are yet rich in sculpture. I 
have had occasion during my journal, to men- 
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tion two perfect, and one imperfect Crosses at 

MoxASTERBOYCf:, as well as two rich frag- 
ments remaining at Kells; at which place^ I 
lieard of others existing in a perfect state, at a 
place called Castle Kyran, ia that neigh- 
bourhood. In the second volume of Val- 
x»ANC£T*s Collectanea^ are the engravings of 
two other Crosses, standing in the churchyard 
of Castm Derhot, in the County of Kit*- 
DAREy with inscriptions said to be in the Og- 
ham characters! and supposed to bear the date 
of the tenth century. It is difficult to fix the 
period of their construction, but I should ima- 
giue them coeval with the Round Tower, and 
the work of the ninth or tenth century ; but I 
cannot think that the Ogham Character (if 
isiuch a character ever existed) was in use so 
late as the tenth century. 

I must repeat my fervent wish, that the mem* 
bers of the learned societies at Dublin, will 
rescue from oblivion these interesting relicks of 
t Irish antiquity, by sending some ingenious 
artist through the country, to make exact 
plans and drawings of them : and that they will 
afterwards make their merits public, either by 
epgraving them in the Transactions of their own 
Society, or transmit them for that purpose to 
the Society of Antiquaries in London. 

Earthen Works. By them I mean banks 
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and mounds of earthy raised into various shapes, 
and applied to different purposes. Of these, 
Ireland presents a very great variety : but thetr 
characters have not been sufficient! v (list in- 
guished by the Irish writers, who have applied 
t6 them the general term of Rath^ and attri* 
buted their formation to the Danes. The word 
Rath appears to be a corruption from Raad, 
which, in the Danish language, signifies, a 
council ; and which is interpreted by Lhuyd^ iu 
his Irish*£nglish Dictionary, a village, a 
priuce's seat; also, an artificial mouot| or bar* 
row. 

These Earthen Werks may be classed in the 

following order. 

1. A mound of earth formed in the shape of 
a coiic, and finishing* in a point at lop, encir- 
cled generally by a slight ditch. 

I have no doubt but thesi tumuli were origin 
nally raised for sepulchral uses, and by the 
elrly Celtic or Belgic tribes who inhabited 
Ireland. Many of these have been opened, and 
found to contain ashes, bones, urns, and other 
ornaments ; and in a great degree correspond- 
ing with those discovered by me in Wiltshire; 
a proof that the respective inhabitants of the 
age, when these mounds of earth were thrown 
up, made use of the same modes of burial*. • 

* Though in many instances, the iurticles found in JreUm 
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Some of ^ese monnds are flat at top, but 

"whether originally made so, or levelled in sub- 
sequent times by art, I wiU not pretend to de* 
cide; the surface however appears to be too 
small to have answered any military or civil 
purpose; and i am rather inclined to think, 
that they are sepulchral. 

% A large cirqle surrounded by a raised ag- 
ger of earth, and a slight ditch. Of similar 
works I observed several during my tour^ and 

under tumuR cormpond entirely with thoie fonnd in WUiska% 
and equally point out the rude age in^ which they were depo* 

sited ; yet in other cases they vary, and seem to indicate a later 
aera. In the few examples I saw deposited at Trinity College, 
and at the Dubljn Society^ I could not but notice, that the se- 
pulchral uru«, though equally ill baked with those of England^ 
were in general more ornamented. I hare observed aJto the 
same peculiarity with respect to some dtscoveted lately in 
Wales. The ornaments of gold are also richer, and more nu- 
merous; for I have bcrn seldom fortunate enough to find 
artick's of gold in our Wiltohire Barrows. But the superior 
xichne&s of the Irish urns, &c. £cc* may be easily, and, I think^ 
condumdif reconciled by those who do not seek for their an« 
cestors amongst the Skytke, Ibtn^ or Air Ctrttif but are contented 
to deme thdr origin from the Cdfk and tribes^ who 
poured in upon us from the Continent of Gaul, and after having 
first peopled the more southern parts of Britain, opposite their 
own coast, e.\tended their colonies into Wales, Scotland, and 
Ireland ; and thus the superior richness of the Irish nrns, gold 
Ofnanenti dec. (being the work of a much later colony^ and 
peihapi^ B^ilpci nay be lationally accounted Ion 
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fre4ueatly there were two near to each other. The 
name of Rath may, I think, more appropriately 
be applied to these, as from their dimensions, 
and slight elevation, they were calciihU;ed for 
tboae conferences and meetings which die word 
literally implies ; and the circumstance of find- 
ing two adjoining each other^ aeenis to 
strengthen this supposition. These cannot be 
sepulchral, as no such elevated form is to be 
found amongst the great variety of barrows 
which the chalky downs of the west of £ngland 
present. 

S* High nused circular tumulusr^ith more 
than one fosse. These are evidently military 
works ; as are likewise 

4. Those with ramparts and out works. The 

most common plan, is a high circular niound, 
with a square or oblong work attached to it, 
the whole surrounded by one or more ditches. 

This mode of fortihcation was adopted also in 
Wales ; and from the circumstance related in 
the Chronicles of tliat country, of their frequent 
demolition, and their very speedy reedification, 
I have reason to suppose, that the buildings 
upon them were made of wood ; otherwise they 
never could have been so quickly destroyed and 
restored. There is a greater uniformity in the 
military earthen Works of Ireland^ than in 
those of England and Wales; neither are thejf 
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M> complicated t& their form ; or to stupeadous 
ia their proporthias 

Rblioious BviLDiiras. By the minute de- 
tail I have already given of those abbies and 
religious houses, which occurred during the 
progress of my tour^ it vili be aeen^ that they 
cannot stand in competition with those either 
in EogUndy Scotland, or Wales. Their ruins 
m general bespeak an sera when the Pointed 
Order had lost much of its elegant and capti* 
vatiog simplicity. The stone chapel of Coa* 
nxCf at Casrel, is no where to be surpassed, 
and is iUelf an host,'' in point of remote and 
singular antiquity* And although monastick 
architecture may fall short, both in design and 
good execution, and be obliged to yield the 
palm of superiority to the Sister Kingdoms, 
yet, Ireland, in her stone roofed Chapels, 
Round Towers, and rich Crosses, may justly 
boast of singularities unknown, and unpossess- 
ed by either of them f . 

• The earthen work near Dorchester (Dorsetshire) called 
Mmden Ca$tl€, is by ikr the most stupcn<Ious work I have ever 
seen : Old Sanmf perhaps, nay be placed seeand in the Uit 
Tmikmj Castle, between Ikptfard Ion and Ametlbitry^ and Bar* 
kwy CmUe^ near Mm^kanmgk^ in the Connty of Wilts, are also 
(lie spedmens ti this anoimt mode of castfametation. 

f On viewing the numerous inoiiastick renKuns, with which al* 
most every part of irelan$i abouQ<i$| the straoger will naturally be 
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Bat I should ill perform the doty I owe to 

my own feelings as a man of humanity^ and as 
a citizen of that community which has so lately 
united each nation under the general appella- 
tion of Briton^ were I to quit this subject^ 
without noticing more strongly than I hare 
hi therto done d u i i ng my J ournal, the disgracefal 
state in which several of the cemeteries are 
Sttifered to remain 

From the earliest ages, and even by the most 
savage nations, the greatest respect has ever 

been paid to the bones and aslies of the deceased; 
but in Ireland, their sad relicks, after a short 
abode in the clay-cold mansion, are ag»n re** 
stored to light, and the floors of the once hal- 
lowed abb^, become white with their thickly 
mouldering fragments 

led to reflect on the former opulence and state of prosperity, 
which this country mu^t have enjoyed ; now alas! how ialien m 
religious grandeur and estabiishaients ! 

These mios are more mimerous in the Saathem and Western 
Provinces; 'and the scareity of them in the north of Ireland^ 
may be accounted for hy the superior degree of population, in- 
dustry, and commerce, which that district enjoys; and where 
tlie stately abbey has furnished materials for the maauiactory* 

* The mined Abbiei of LUlagktin, ArdfartfMweruttfaaid Bn^ 
ieimtt have come immediately under my own observation: and 
doubtless many others in Ifeland present the same disgustbg ap- 
pearance. 

t III a note ou Mucruss (Journal) I presented to my readers 
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' 1 address myisetf to you ye, KEvt%zvn 

Guardians of the church, and of the manes 
of your fellow citizens. To you it belongs to 
rescue them from their present ^posed and dis- 
graceful situation. Examine either personally, 
or by your Rural Deam^ (if such exist) the 
state of your churches and cemeteries. They 
are a disgrace to your country; a disgrace to 
hujnanity. A field of battle only ,can equal the 
disgusting and desolated appearance which this 
Irish Golgotha presents to the astonished 
stranger: Your task is easy, and the burden 
will be light." A charnel house of simple ar- 
chitecture, corresponding with that of the ad* 
joining ruins, and placed under some aged yew 
tree, with the plain and impressive motto of 
FuiMUS over its portal, would add both awe 
and interest to the hallowed sceneiy. Who has 
.not beheld with such-like sentiments the ossu* 

$tr Jolrn CsTf^s warnii^ to tfaote Btrtageis whose amosity mi|^t 
leedtBem toexamiiietbe interior of this ruined abbey : and that I 

way endeavour to impress the Reverend Prelates to whom I here 
address mvself, witli an idea of the disgraceful and revolting state 
in which its cemetery issut^cred to remain, I will add an extract 
from a still later publication. " Illustrations of the Scenery cf 
KUiarHeyf by Jtaae Weld^ Esq, Sfd* In speaking of Humtst vih 
bey, writer says, *^ In a passage leading to the doystrr, I 
' once fonnd a head, with a considerable part of the flesh of the 
f^e, aadnearly the eothe hair opoa it,litenlly rolling under my 
feet." 
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ary at Mo&at, in Switzerland, where the 
mouldering remains t>f the Burguvdian Army 
record to future ages the triumph of the brave 
Helvetians? and who does not view even 
the representation of the Skull Chambef in Mr. 
Barrow's description of Cochin Chinas with 
a certain degree of awe and reverence. 

So much for Antiquity, Let us now turn 
our eyes towards the modem prospect ^hich 

the capital and its provinces present to the 
Stranger in Ireland. A native writer has observ- 
ed, that from the first view of Dublin, we must 
not judge of its provincial cities and villages:" 
yet in some degree the comparison will hold 
good between the town and country. In the 
former y and particularly in the capital, we be- 
hold a city abounding with the most qplendid 
works of architecture; extensivein their plans, 
and imposing in their effect: yet at every step, 
oar feelings and senses are assailed by misery, 
filth, and beggary *. In the latter, the same mag- 
nificence of idea is extended to the nobleman 

* So badly regulated is &e police of DuUia, that (as I was 

credibly informed) dead bodies are frequently exposed in the 
streets, to procure, by charity, the means of burying thera : and 
I was also told, that a mother had earned about the streets her 
in&at who <iied of the wisUpozt launder to oxots the aNDpw 
sioii of those she net* 
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and gentleman's demesne : we see splendid 
botiaes, with inadequate establiabineuta ; exten» 
Bive parksy and pleamire*-grouiid8 oftentimes 
neglected, and generally ill kept; in short the 
plmB, bath of the public and of the individuali 
seem in this country both to have been formed 
and executed on a scale beyond the powers of 
either, and the simplex mtmiitiky'* the neat 
and clean simplicity, is seldom to be found ia 
either situation. 

In travelling through Ireland, the attention 
is immediately and most forcibly arrested by the 
situation of tiie iabmring poor ; and both the 
eye and mind are in a certain degree compelled 
to dwell upon this distressing object by the 
general want of interest which the surftce of 
the country affords* They are seldom relieved 
by picturesque icenery, or by improved agri« 

culture; but the poor mans hovel, every where 
presents itself, and encourages a train of thought 
most galling to humanity. In describing^the 
state of the poor throughout the different 
proi^ncea, the authors of the StatUtkal Sttn>^9^ 
hava performed both their duty to the public, 
and to themselves, as men of feeling, iu painting 
the miseries of the poor in the strongest co- 
lours. As their own words need no comment, 
. and wiU speak more empbaticaUy than any from 
tiie mouth of Or stranger ^ I shall make use of 
them on this occasion. 

« 

2 
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Mr, TiOHE, inhU Survey of theCmnty of 
Kilkenni/t" sdys, '^Tbe peasants are most mi- 
serably lodged ; there are numbers Who have 
not a bedstead, nor even what is called a true* 
kle bed frame ; a pallet to sleep on, is a comfort 
unknown to them ; a wad of straw, or perhaps 
heath laid on a damp clay floor, forms their 
resting place; but very few of them have any 
thing like sheets ; their blankets arewretbfaedly 

bad ; iii shorty their bed clothes are ragged aud 
scanty ; they put their cpatsand petticoats over 
them in aid of blankets in cold wither : io6 
pften these are still damp, having been but im- 
perfectly dried by a miserable iire, after they 
were worn at %vork in. the rain. Even through 
the scanty thatch, the rain sdmetimes descends 
upon their beds, and bringing down the sooty 
:^ubstance lodged there by the smoke Of thie 
cabin, wets and stains the bed itself^ and thpse 
who are stretched upon it.'* 
' Neither are the habitations of the poor, ex* 
cept in the immediate neighbourhood of some 
man of feeling, who has looked upon them 
with an eye of pity, (and few indeed are 
these examples), at all more comfortable 
in. other provinces; in short, the abov^.may 
serve as a general aud just description of the 
poor man's hovel. 1 shall however si^l^Qin a 
few mare extracts frptn oth^ Coonty Simreys. 
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Cavak. *^ In civiUaEatioxly they have maide 

no proficiency, for the very wealthiest of these 
moimtatneera have no better bed than straw, 
nor is a bedstead to be seen amongst them ; bat 
they iadiscriininately herd together with the 
hogs, and all the domestic animals of their 
* hovel. In more minutely examining the con- 
dition of this abandoned peasantry, we have 
an opportunity of seeing far into human da** 
•ture, and behold the natives happy, and abun^ 
dantly possessed ot tho&e qualihcations which 
endear .mankind to each other. In. acts of 

friendship to their neighbours, they are rarely 
dfilipient. Their generous hospitality to strangers 
is proverbial ; for educating their children they 
are particularly anxious, and a close attention 
to religion is universally prevalent ; and though 
their ideas may be strongly tinctured with su* 
perstition, it only argues that their minds have 
bten totally neglected ; and they shew a great 
wish and anxiety for instruction even ia reli- 
■ gious concerns," 

Queen's County. Truly it may be said, 
that the hogs in £ngland have more comfort- 
able dwellings than the majority of the pear , 

santry in Ireland. How can we expect pi o|)ricty 
. of conduct from our peasants^ when we take 
so little pains to improve them? In how many 
places do we fmd the whole stock of domestic 
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animals, and the peasant family, herd together 
under one miserable sbec^ with perhaps no bet* 
ttr cohering tbaa sods or weeds ; a]idfioiii.tiiar 
extreme filth aione, what ravages has sickness 
snada through a whole district ! 

MoNAGHAN. "A bare recital of the state of 
tfiU dass of the commimity, has beta ocmsider* 

ed as an unmerited satire on the country, and 
those who have endeavoured to call the atteo* 
tion of the public to the amcliorBtioH of thekr 
situation, have been stigmatized as incendiaries/' 

But the tine, I hope, is not fav distant, when 
the ''poor man's friend"* will no longer be 
disgraced by such an opprobrious and ill-merited 
title; when greater cpii/Sdeitce will be establisb<» 
ed between him and his landlord; and when 
greater c^mf^rU will be the happy result of 
that eonfidenee. 

These extracts will sufficiently prove the ab- 
ject and distressed situation of the Idimmmg 

poor throughout Ireland. Four mud walls, 
with one entrance, and frequently without 
either a window or a chimney, will in a few 

* At the late anoiversny^of Scmt Fohick, (17 March, 1807) 
upon the hfftltb of Sim Joaw NsvroET (the Chancellor oC the 
Itkh Exchequer) being drank, the Right Hon. Baronet returned 
thanks, saying, <^ that he would be the foot mantt friend^ and 

the liiciui of his country; and that whether in or out of office, 
kia sentiments and principles would remain unaltered,*^ 
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words describe the IrisU hovel. Such was Gil- 
loV habiutioa : ' 

^ At one of th* ends he keeps his cows. 
At iSat other end he kept liU spouse: 
On bed of stmw» without least gnimblc> 
Ns/, with 4^1ight, did^ often tumbb : 

Without partiLion, or a skrecn, 
Or spreading curtain, drawn between, 
Without concern, exposed they lay. 
Because it was their coontiy's way/ 

The rent of these cabins is from one to two 
guineas a year : the expence of building a mud 
\ cottage complete, has been stated in the Survey 
of Dcrrtfy to amount to 4s. 4d. 

To each cabin is attached a plot of groundi 
of about an acre in quantity, which is cropped 
alternately with oats and potatoes, and sometimes 
a sHuUI portion of flax is added. With these 
supplies, the cottier rests contented ; the pota- 
toes and oats afford him food for the year ; and 
the flax is spun into linen by the female part of 
his family. The overplus of corn and potatoes 
serves to fatten a pig, which is generally sold 
to defray a part of his rent, the remainder of 
which is made up by manual labour ; and thus 
all his real wants being supplied, the rest of bis 
time is spent in total inactivity. I fear the cha- 
racter applied to tlie Irish by GiBALDUs.de 
Baeei^ in the twelfth century, may in some 

X 
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fl( grce be applied with equal propriety to them 
iu the ninetecnilu 

Alone given up to ease : alone abandoned 
to sloth, they think it the greatest delight to be 
free from laboar; they think it the .greatest 
opulence to enjoy their liberty. ** 

*' Solum etiam otio deditiy solum desidim daii, 
summas reputant delitias labore carere; sum^ 
masrepufant diviiias libertate gaudere.^ 

But in a country, where, owing to a want of 
capital and a contracted system of agrtculturey 
employment cannot be found for the peasant, 
his idleness is in some degree palliated^ and he* 
comes an act of necessity. 

If we ascend one step higher, we sl^all find a 
peasant renting a small farm, from eight to ten 
guineas a year, .which enables him to. keep a 
small dairy ; but perhaps this class of men 
might, be employed, v^ith more advantage .tQ 
themselves and the public^ if they worH^^d -for a 

« 

mure extensive farmer. • , * 

Of these^ the stranger would 6U|p|>iQis9^lh«ife 
were none, if he judged only from the general 
appeaiance of the. farms and their offices ; foi 
we see no conveniences 'pf abeds^ utaUing; 
fenced rick yards, ^c. Sec, as in England ; nor 
is the house of a farmer, renting three or four 
hundred pounds a year, at all better tbantnan^ 
pf the cottages of our labouring poor : and until 

a newand more advantagec»i& system of ktMt^g. 
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estates is adopted ; until the class of Middle 
Men* is annihilated ; and until the land bolder 

1 

* The Middle Man has been described as the cftuse of the 
UMeryand poverty in the lower clashes, and m England is con- 
sidered as a sort of fian-dfscnpt monster; in fact he is the natural 
result of a competition for land, and of the long leasts generally 
granted in this country : and this mischief results from the ab^^ 
solute want of a proper form of lease to guard against it. In a 
competition for lands, men capable of paymg great rents, and 
good security, for the rents of large tracts of land, fwceiMrnTy 
Ovre preferred, and the long terms univerally given in former 
times, and*^/7/ very frequently, render it ahiiost impossible to pre- 
vent the grounds being relet ; no man can be compelled to occuity 
ground during the whole continuance of a lease, which may 
and often does last QO or 70 years ; a lease of three lives, or 31. 
years, which is not an unconunon lease even now, ofben extend- 
ing to that term. This length of lease, and the power of rekt- 
ting, encouraged jo&^r« of land, who took largo tracts to rclety 
and of course they necessarily tub a need the rent of ground; but 
it is desirable that (here should be a competition for every thing, 
and no article can be for a long time above its value. In fact it 
spears to me, that the whole mischief of the Middk Man 
might be prevented i>y a non^ieoation chuise, under certain 
modifications, the object of which should be, not to oppress a 
tenant under a long lease, by forcing him or kft to occupy 
ground when in a slate of infdncy, or inability ; and on the other 
hand, to take care that when relet, it should be done on terms 
^ guard the proprietor from injury, and the under ten^^it from 
i^picssioii* it is the practice of all MidMe Men to rdU for a 
term ahorUr by oae, <ao, or tkrea years than that ior which they 
hold thc^ ground ; and their object in so doing, is, to rtenier 
into possession, in order to appear before the Head Laiui lord as 
the tenant in occujtatton^ and to treat (ox a nvu itase; and the- 
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condescends to look with his own, and not fits 
agent's eyes, over the plans of his estate ; the 
agriculture of the country can never be im- 
proved to that degree which the great fertility 
4>f its M>il demands ; nor can the wretched situa« 
tion of the labouring poor be materially 
amended. 

Of the strong necessity of this, measure, the 
Irish land holders seem to be fully sensible. 
Farming societies h^ve been established in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, and the most im<* 

proved breeds of cattle, as well as the best 

consequence o( this practice is as fatal to the prosperity and in- 
dustry of the untlcT tenant, as it is to the general improvement 
of the country ; for the urukr teiuint, who occupies and tills the 
growidy knows, that at the cxptmtion of his term, the Middle 
Mm will turn bimout, in order to treat kmnff with the laad* 
lord for a new lease; and in feet all connexioe between the 
proprietor of the toil, and the oien who tilb it, it ent off; the 
latter can rarely look up to the former for encouragement, with- 
out creating the |( alousy of the Middle Maiiy and iiisii«aliug him 
Still more to remove the under tenant, as soon as his lease is at 
an end ; and of course the under tenant has no motive to im- 
prove the ground he occupies to looli lo nnj thing but tha 
•imnediate return. Proprieton of hrnd have ^ hU preferred let- 
ting it to the ftesufmt^ aad Jeascs of Stlyemut aow becoming 
^ery common, whilst the iflClreased price of land, and increaa* 
ing means of paying for it among the middle classes, are rapidly 
doingr away the ffn/'i-^/ohber, or Middle Man, by protession. One 
of the greatest of these from rc^ ground, hat profit rent^of 
^.4000 per annum. 
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agriciiltural imtniments luve been imported 
from the Sister kiugdom*. 

* From tbe patriotic zeal of the noble Duke [BeI^ford] who at 
this time presides over the kingdom, mach eneourageraent and 
improtrement may he expected in this department. His seriotis . 

alUiitujii has been also given to matti^rs of slill greater import- 
ance; to the estabKshment i f sciiools, by which the benefits of 
a better education may l»c extended to tkc lower cla»M& of bis 
Majest/s subjects. 

From another distinguished subjecf» (SiE JoRK NEHrro&T) . 
tike country may expect to dcfifo veiy important advantage. 
Many uaefbl acts have been brought forward by him during- 
the present session of Paliament, amongst which none will prove 
more graulying to the Stranger ihan the abolition of the un- 
necessary offices at the customs, and the removal of their vexa- 
tious appendages. 

** To relieve the poo^from every burden, of which possibility 
tfdmiMed the exemplioD ; to restrain the oppressive exactions 
of petty authorities; to economise the public expenditure f to 
suppress places which had emolument and a name, but no uti* 
iity ; to regulate the revenue laws in such a manner, a« at once 
to secure the independence of the feir trader, and the interest 
of the crown ; to punish the secret, but successlui cludcr of iia- 
tiooal imports ; (o devise the means of did'usive improvement, 
and to give force and efficacy to such institutions as fovoured 
this valuable purpose; to allay the irritations which are the 
oflftpring of religious bigotry, or of party zeal; to establish an 
hafmonioue nnanimtty, where discord had so long aisd so fiitally 
prevailed ; these, and such as these, luerethe worthy and mag- 
niticent designs which occupied all his meditations and all hij» 
toils." Extract from the Watcrford Chronicle. 

Such wereXhft happy rays ihat began to illumine the uncivilized 
regi!!Mis of Hihemm i and such vm the pleasing proipect which 
the well«:irislMfS lor it» prosperity had in view before them. The 
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But till we see farmers with capital engaged 
in agriculture, we cannot expect any very rapid 
improvement or alteration in the appearance of 
the country. From a deficiency of capital,sdys 
a late writer, arises almost every other defici*-. 
ency : deficiency in ditching, in draining, in 
mauuring, in cropping, in exertion, and even 
in industry ; for every faculty is dulled in every 
pursuit by difficulties aiii»ing from that essential ' 
want, the want of capital 

Another author (Arthur YoT;No)says, A 
man inav have all the abilities in the world: 
write like, a genius, talk like an angel, and 
I'eally understand the business of farming in all ^ 
its depths ; but unless he has a proper capital^ 
his farm will never be fit for exhibition, and . 
then to condemn him, for not being a good 
farmer, in practice as well as theory, is just like 
abusing the inhabitants of the Irish cabins for 
not becoming excellent managers/' 

I could wish that . moire attention were paid 
to one important class of rural improvement, 
namely, Plantitig '\ \ the more important, as the 

clood of party has on a sudden oveisliadowed them, and whether 
they will emerge with lustre, and present the same Ottering 
pro:>pect, time only can ascertain. 

* Survey of Derrtff p. 246. 

t For the encouragement of planting, tke Legpslatuie passed 
an act, by which the projpntijf of all trc^ pktated by tenants 
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whole island is so peculiarly destitute of wood* - 

I am surprised that it has not been more gene-.- 
rally attended to, as there is a most excellent 
regulation' established by parliament, both tp; 
encourage and benefit the planter. 

I never saw a country better adapted to the 
growth of trees, both in climate and soil.: 
Whilst the richer ground is calculated for tbei 
. oak, ash, and elm; and the poorer and more 
mountainous, for the larch ami bach tree; the/ 

(under leases for ltviea»or for any tarm exceeding 12 years,) bo* 
comes Testo4 in the tenant, provided be registers at the Quarter 
Sessions tbe trees so jilanted ; for wbidi purpose he must first 

give notice, either in the Gaze tte, or by a notice served upon bis 
landlord, or his agent, of his intention to register. He must 
then make oath of the number of trees planted by him within 
the last 12 months, stating the denomination of land, the name 
of hialandlord^aod tbe. term of bis lease; this is registered by 
tbe Clerk of the Peace, and a copy given to tbe planter. At 
the expiration of the lease, all trees standing on the farm, are 
to be offered to the Jandlurd ai a vaiualiun, auti if not purchaacd 
by him, the person who legibtcrs, or his representative, may cut 
down and carry off tbe timber. Hitherto no inconvenience to 
the landlord haa been felt, but one appears evident^ and not un* 
likely to occur; namely, by felling tbe trees upon an acre of, 
glfound, and leaving the roots in tbe ground, tbe land may be left 
useless, or the landlord obliged to incur a heavy expence by 
clearing it. I thii»k the act ought to be amcudtti, by obliguig 
the tenant to clear the ground, which might be done at no gre^t 
cj^pence, if instead pf cutting down^ he stMed up the tree^. 
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Xict and marshy soil would repay a very high 
renty by the cultivation of wiUovir. 

The atility of the three former species of 
timber trees, for every purpose of building and 
agriculturei is too well knovo to need any com- 
ment The thinnings of the larch, [which in 
the first iiibtance, should be planted thick, in. 
order to shelter each other] would in a very few 
/ years repay the planter for his ^st expences. 
This tree^ at the growth wheu first thinned, 
appears to me admirably calculated for the 
rafters of Irish cotts, for which there is so 
great a demand throughout the whole country*. 

* In plantations of larch and other fir trees, I would strongly 
recomroend a systemwhkli in my own woods I have followed (of 
seven! yean with grcst sucecsfy and wbich accident kd sm to 
adopt. I had often obsemd the tnooth and taper fonn of a 
Scotch fir that stood in a cottage garden, and on eni|nify» faand 
that its lateral branch^ bad constantly been trimmed np» trom 

which arose the smooth surface of ils slcni. 1 adopted this 
SY^trm from that time, eviii in iny old plantations, but will) less 
advantage, than with those of a younger growth. 1 this year be- 
gan to operate in the same manner on a plantation of larch firs 
Made in the year 1796, about which age 1 fonnd'tbem inffid* 
enily large to answer the purpose of rafters. But as the rapid or 
slow growth of trees depends entirely upon thesoil in which they 
are planted, no gentmi rules can be given about the Hme of thia- 
nins. When that time is come, I would rccommeiul ihe tiim- 
ming of thrisi that remain to take place, takinc care not to c ut 
the branch oSciote to the stein, but leaving about an inch of it 
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The consumption also of willow in making 
baskets, and carts employed ia the carriage of 

remaining: this williot olT, and the bfttk, froift which the tree 
derives its sustenance^ will not be injured. The growth ef this 
plant Is so rapid, that a'aeeond, and a; mdre ptofitablo thinning, 

will be required in a very few years ; and at the same time, 
a second trimmuig should be performed: thus will ilic growtli 
of the timber not only be materially increased, bgt the value 
of it be enhanced by rendering it free from knots* I this year 
cat down the Scotch ir that-had been planted bj a cottager in 
his g^vden^ which, owing to ks repeated ttifflmiagi^ presented tbo 
clearest stem I ever saw, being for thirty feet entirely free fironi 
knots. 

To those who study the beauty of their tiees, and not the prO' 
Jit, \ do not mean to recommend this t/imming system; but to 
them I will recommend a mode which I have often adopted, 
and which will add a great degree of beauty and consequence 
to some of the fir tribe. I particularly allude to the tpruce fir ; 
whose growth is spiral and uniform ; in short, when you tee oite 

• of the tort, you see the wkoie tribe. The nature of this tree is, as 
it grows upwards f to die downwards ; but if before the /ower branches 
be^n to decay, you ciU off the leadiug shoot at top, the formal 
and spiral outline will be destroyed ; the tree will become more 
bushy, retain its lower branches, and assume a much more con- 

• sequential appearance; and whenever any one leader gets the start 
of his neighbour, his progress should he again checked ; and thus 
by conHimtng a similar operation from time to time, the 'laxarip 
ant faeattty 'of the tree will t>e pwsenred, as long as it snrVives. 
1 have a curious instance in my gardens of a spruce fir, thus 
treated, trailing its lateral braticln s, first on the ground, and then 
shooting up again (like another tiee) in a spiral form. I'o iliose 
who plant this tree as a blittd to any disgusting objects, this 
mode is particularly eligible ; otherwise after a few years, all 
the lateral branclus (coiistiliiting the himdj will dia away, and 
nothing will tmm but a tapes stemi aad a pmnted qtettm 
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tui'f is so great, that marshy, and otherwise 
useless ground, could not be more profitably 
employed than in the cultivation of that 
plant* 

Until a new and more enlarged system of 

agiicul lure prevails throughout the kingdom, 
it would be in vain to attempt the plantation 
of quick hedges, and hedge-row timber; 
though nothing would contribute so materially 
both to the beauty and advantage of the coun- 
try, as the adoption of such a measure, and 
the consequent destruction of those small plots 
of ground, and high earthen fences, which so 
disfigure the general ^uilacc uf the couutiy. 

After so short a residence rn Ireland, it would 

be deemed presumptuous in me, to enter deeply 
ioto the actual state of agriculture: I may be 
allowed, however, to skim lightly over the sur- 
face^ and to notice the most prominent features 
of a country little visited by strangers, and too 
little noticed by the natives. If we take a view, 
either of the country, climate, or inh^itants, 
Ireland can undoubtedly, recommend itself to 
the notice of the stranger by its novelty : and 
what is the object of the stranger s tour but no- 
velty 9 which carries aloiig with it both amuse- 
ment and instruction. 

Without consulting the arcana of physio- 
gnomy,the most ini^ttentive observer of human 
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nature, will soon remark, that the Irishman is a 

very different being from either the English' 

man, or his neighbour ihe ff^eishman : he will 

see a hardy and active race of people, civil, and 

willing to serve and oblige the stranger: he 

will see, that nature has not been sparing in 

the endowment of his abilities, though poverty 

has denied him the power of improving them 

by education. A jstranger will be struck with 

the nalvethy propriety and singularity of many 

of the expressions made use of even by the 

mendicants*: in short, the stuff is good, and 

requires only the skill and management of an 

able hand to form and fashion it. ilow ditierent 

is'the character of the JVeUhman, who, still 

bearing in his breast a deep-rooted jealousy 

and antipathy towards the £nglish nation^ 

(whom he distinguishes by the title of Saxoiii) 

• ■ 

* The mendicant greets yoQ with a variety of blessings and good 
wislMft : God hkstyoHrJkoiumr; Gwi »peedjfintr honour : Goodlnck 
to your hmowr tku monung," &c. &c. Their curses are eqii^Uy 
strong and pointed ; what can be more so than" Maj/ the gram 
gnm htfare ytmr door." 

Amongst tlic many odd expressions I hcaid during ray tour, 
the following may be classed aniongst the most singular. One 
of my postilions, when stopping to refresh his horses with some 
hay and water, at a small public house, desired the maid ser^ 
Tant, who acted as hostler, to make haste, and received for an- 
swer, " Have paiktKe, Pail had not your mother to wot fir 
gOH before you vere bom,** To en^roider « pdlt, or to engra?e 
a tombstone, is another singular exprcssioli. - 



gives the stranger a reluctant answer, even oa 
the most trivial occasions*; whilst the more 
ingenuous Irishman^ with a blessing in his 
mouth, will run from one part of the kingdom 
to the other ^* to seroe his honour.^ 

I found during the whole progress of my 
tour, the Irish peasant, though talkative and 
curious, yet always civil. 

Amongst the peculiarities of dress, is the long 
coaL worn bv the Irish : it is made ui wool, and 
generally is of a grey colour ; it resembles in * 
make so much the great coats worn by the 
chairmen in London, that it is most probable 
'this fashion was transported from Ireland to 
London. It is said to be derived from the 
mantle worn by the Gauls and northern na- 
tions, and to have answered the triple purposes 
of bousing, bedding, and cloathiug : for ac- 
cording to the account given of it by our £ng» 
lish poet Spenser, it was a fit house for an 
out-law, a meet bed for a rebel, and an apt cloak 
for a thief. 

s 

1;, 

* In drawing the pmllel between the IrUmua^ucid the Wgbk" 
mm^ I allB<l« only to tbe hwer claw of people, whose aneient 

prejuHices have not been removed by the enlightening aid of 
education. 1 could give liunibci li ss instances which have oc- 
curred to me during my repcalcU tours through Wales, of the 
jealousy and antipathy which the Welsh sliU bear to the £ag* 
ltib» and of the extnofdinaiy ctviUtyyaad even oliieqnio«nicai^ 
they shew to the snpcrior cUmi of tbeir own oomtiyMeB. 
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" First, the Out-lacv,hemg for his many crimes 
• and viUaaies banished from tlie tovas and houses 
of honest men, and Mrandering in waste places, - 
far from danger of law, maketh his mantle his 
liouse) and under it ooveMth himself from the 
wrath of heaven, from the offence of the earth, 
and from the sight of men. When it raineth, it 
is his pent-house; when it bloweth, it is his 
* tent; when it freezeth, it is his tahernacle. In 
summer, he can wear it loose; in winter, he 
tan wrap it close; at all times, he can use it; 
never heavy, never cumbersome. " 

Likewise for a R^ei it is as serviceable ; for 
in the war that he maketh, when he flieth from 
his foe, and lurketh in the thick woods, and 
strait passages, waiting for advantages ; it is his 
bed, yea, and almost his hws^K>ld stuff. For 
the wood is his house against all weathers, and 
his mantfc is bts couch to sleep in ; tiberein he 
wrappeth himself round, and couclieth himself 
strongly against the gnats, which in that coun- 
try, do more annoy the naked rebels, whilst 
they keep the woods, and do more sharply 
wound them, than all their enemies' swords or 
spears, which can seldom come nigh them. Yea, 
and oftentimes their mantle serveth them, when 
they are near driven, being wrapt about their 
lefit arm, instead of a target, for it is hard ta 
cut through with a sword ; besides, it is light 
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to bear, light to throw away, and being (as 
they couuQoniy are) naked, it is to theui ali 
and alL 

** Lastly, for a Thief ^ it is so lianclsomc, as it 
may seem it wasi first invent^ for him ; for. 
under it he may cleanly convey any fit pilli^ 
that Cometh hanJsomely in his way ; and when 
hegoetb abroad in the night in free-booting, il; 
is bis best and surest friend : for ly ing, as they 
often do, two or three nights together abroad, 
to watcb for. their booty, with that tbqr Cfui 
prettily shroud themselves under a busb, or 
bank-side, till they can conveniently do their 
errand ; and when all is over, he can, in his 
mantle, pass through any town or company, 
being close hooded over his head, as lie useth, 
from knowledge of any to whomhe- is endan- 
gered. Besides this, lie, or any man else, that is 
disposed to miscliief or viilany, may, under hist 
mantle, go privately armed, and without suspi* 
cion of any, carry bis head-piece, his skean, or 
pistol, if be please, to be always in readiness^: 
Thus necessary and' fitting is a tnantk for a bad 
" man.'* But though ^tted for all such ne&rious 
purposes, I should hope tbat the modem mantle^ 
or Irish long coat^ were made use of only for thi^ 
innocenjt and cheering purposes of warmth and 
comfort 

Tq the female peasant, I would recommend 
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the adoptioa of the black beaver hat, which is 
umversally worn in Wales, and gives- a look of 
comfort and neatness ; wlieieas tiie want .of 
covering to tiie bead, and the cap ilyibg loosely, 
in the wmd, widi the long fl5wing hair, give 
the sex the appearance of maniacs. 

Another branch of t^e peasant's family de-^ 
serves notice, namely, his sons. Byaccustom" 
iug them from their iuikncy to run on errands, 
their limbs require a wonderful degree of 
strength and activity. I have heard these boys 
called SpalpcenSf a word derived from spal^ a 
scythe,' or sickle, and een, small ; and which 
in a literal Sicnse implies a working husband- 
man, or harvest cutten The quickness with 

which they will perform a journey of many 
miles, and the fidelity with which they exe* 
cute their commission^ is really wonderful. 

Let us now take a short view of the general 
appearance which the surface of the country 
presents to the tourist. In traversing the dreary 
tract of twenty*five miles, between Banoob 
Flery and Holyhead, I complained most 
]t»itterly of itft unvaried momtenyt and thought 
it OMtld scarcely be equalled in any other ooun<* 
try; but on journeying from my friend's house 
at MiTCHEisTOWN, to the Lake of Kiuab- 
NEY, (a distance of 165 Irish miles) I found this 
monotonj/ far surpassed. . I complain not of the 



bad or uncouth features tha t form the outline of 
the couutrj^bttt I oomplam the geaeral want 
of hedge lows^ woods, and timber trees. TheM 
are at present couiined to the lamiediate neigh- 
bourhood of gentlemen'a seats, and the banks 
of rivers ; on which subject, Mr. Tighe, in 
his Smwy of Kilkenmy^ aays, Though the 
bonks of onr ri^eri may ofVeti be beautiful, yet 
the fuce of the couutry^.at a distance from them, 
possessfaig from nature every capability that 
variety of surface can give, too often presents, 
from a mere defect of tr4€s, only a cold out*' 
line, or foms ragged and uninteresting/* 

The subterraneous forests (if I may be allow* 
cd to use the expression) that are found at a 
very considerable depth under the surface, evi* 
dentiy prove, that this defect could not in for* 
mer ages be imputed to lUs eonntiy These 
are generally discovered iu digging turffiom 

* Mr. TigUf in Us Swrotf ^ KUUiaijff stslcs ti» ftllwrim 
curious ciraumstance mpectmg fone timber fmind in a log. 

** Mr. John Prim, in sinking a pump near bis house at KiUree, 
8 miles from Kilkmni^, discovcn d a bog having timber under 
it. At the di pth of 33 feet from the surface, be found the fol- 
following sfrwie: Vegetable eartk 3 feet; 2, Marie .with 
bkck stom 16 lart; 3, YaUow ckjraad' htH ^wwl IShiU 4 
Bog 10 feet. Total daptli 43 feet. Ipai«diatd/ ^tkier Ifae liog lay 
a lar^i block of wood, whicb appeared to be oak; it was ia 
coutact with the bog-e;uth, or bed of black nioory mould, evi- 
dently composed of rotten veoetablc matters, and was well pro- 
served." . • 

2 
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the bogs. The fir timber found therein, bears 
the highest price, being sold for two giqneas 
the ton, and the oak timber only for one 
guinea. 

We must not form our ideas of the Irish Bog 
from those we meet with in England*, for they 
iliflfer totally in their nature, and in the present 
neglected state of Ireland, where neither trees 

arc planted, nor coals sought for with a proper 
spirit of investigation, form the greatest com- 
fort of every class of people. Neither is the 
Bog reduced to a caput mortuumy after liaving 
been excavated for many feet ; for it is after- 
Wards reclaimed and made abundantly produc* 
tive both of corn and grasses. 

* Tiie bogp In Iietaid, present in genentl ah extended sur- 
face of dry heatb, nor after thiat the tarf has been cot to 
a considerable' depth for fuel, are they to be considered as 

list-kss; for nature has been bo lavish in her fertilizing 
gifts to this country, that even the bog can be made rfoj/ft/^ pro- 
ductive, ID tuel, and atterwards in corn. Two modes of 
procedure are adopted* either by planting potatoes, gravelling 
and sowing oats with grass seeds^ or by burning the rough sods» 
spreading the ashes, graveUmg and sowing grass seeds. The. 
operation of grmelUng, h generally beyond the reach of the 
peasantry ; but ils effect in producing the white clover, and the 
sweetest sort of 5:^1 a'^s si eds, is astonisliiiig. Landlords generally 
reserve the rig^ oi bo^; in their own hands, but the tenants and 
peasantry obtain leave to cut the necessary quantity for their 
own consumption. . 



In surveying the state of agriculture, ami 

the tlilfcreut crops with which the soil is tilled, 
we shall find th^t the oat and the potatoe prevail 
Over every other kind of grain : here also, a 
large species of bailey, tliat ripens the first of 
all grain, is much cultivated. The act for al- 
lowing tho export;itiou of corn, will probahly 
be the means of bringing more land into tillage, . 
and encrease the culture of wheat. It is impos- 
sible not to remaik the slovenly state iu which 
the pastures are left. On this subject, an Irish 
agriculturist says, Less attention is paid to 
this object than any other; the pastures in the 
tillage district, are in general such fields as will 
no longer bear com, let out without any seeds, 
and covered with a few starved and useless 
plants.'^ 

The Irish method of making hay, though 
most obstinately defendeokand approved by the 
generality of the natives, appears to the Eng- 
lish farmer both singular and contrary to rea- 
son. Its progress is thus described in the Sia^ 
tistical Survey of the County of Down, page 
125: *MIay*harvest extends from the begin- 
nine;- of July, to the beginning of October, in- 
cluding the early crops neai* towns, and the 
nM>re backward in the . mountainous regions^ 
Saving hay is thus performed : after the niower^ 
the grass is shaken out, and the day following, 
if weather permits, it is turned in rows with 
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rakes and forks ; after which it is made into ' 
small cocks, called lap^ocks. This operation 
is thns coiiducted: One person goes before, 
with a lake, and takes in as much ground as 
can be reached; a smair arm-full of the grass, 
gathered from this space into a ridge, is taken 
by another person, who closely follows^ shakes 
it,, and with tlie hands and knees, neatly folds 
it into a small round heap, with a hole passing 
through it like a muff, and lightly lays it on 
the ground. In this situation the grass is suf- 
fered to remain until sufficiently withered ; in 
the course of one day, by shaking and turning, 

it is in a proper state to be put into tramp-cocks, 
which are made of di£tereat sizes, and so it i» 
suffered to remain until it is taken in.** 

•Such is the mode almost universally adopted 
by the Irish in making their hay; and as an 
jobjection to their adopting the English mctliod, 
they state the extraordinary succulence of their 
grass, and humidity of their climate, which 
renders it necessary toexpose the hay in cocks for 
a considerable time to the sun and wind ; and 
this I have seen carried to a great excess in 
many places, where the tramp-cocks have re- 
mained for several weeks exposed to all kinds 
of weather: and as the corn follows the hay 
harvest at a very short interval, the latter is 
frequently not put into a rick, before the other 
is safely housed. The loss of g9pd hay, by the 

rH 



great Biiifkoe of outside m the trmup^ockSf wad 

which are often soaked with rain from top to 
bottcmi, most be evident to eveiy one ; and I 
am dear, that if the grass, when cut^waa tmned 

as qi'tcji as it is in Eng-land, during the heat of 
the dajTy there would he no danger in ricking it; 
but the cperatioii ni turnin g is slightly attended 
to ; and that process only constitutes the di& 
ference between good and bad hay. 

• Some account also of the management of iiaK 
may be interestmg to the traveller: as from 
the cultivation of this plant, the northern pro- 
vinces of Ireland derive their greatest affluence 
and population. ^^This plant ripens from the 
middle of July, to the middle of August, when it 
is pulled and bound into sheaves ot about six or 
eight inches diameter: if the seed is to be 
saved^ it is drawn through au iron comb, fas- 
tened in wood, called a r^pU, by which means 
the heads, in which the seed is contained, are 
taken off : these are dried on a winnow doth, 
and the flax tied up in bundles, and ateeped 
from four to twelve days, according to the 
strengtli of the flax, or softness of the water, 
in order to rot the pith and other usel^BBS 
parts. When it has lain a proper time in 
water, it is taken out, and spread thinly in % 
new mown meadow, or if ateeped in a bog, it {» 
spread on an adjoining heath for tea days or a 
4 
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fortnight to bleach ; after which it h s^atherec), 
ti#d up^ ia bimdles, and brought home, dried 
m ft kiln made for the purpose, and broken with 
wooden mallets ; it is then tied up in bundles of 
tweat^HHie sheaves^ about six inches ha diameter, 
and delivered orer to tbe women for Hsfbrthcr 
process, to be scutched, hackled, and afterwards 
^Ba.*^ Those who wi^ for fuller information 
respecting the flax, &c. will find a »ketck of the 
linen Manufactory from the importation of 
tbe flax seed, until the sale of the Ifaieii in a 

home or foreign market, detailed by Sir 
Charl£s Coote in his Statistical Survey of 
tk€ County of Monmgkan. 

Stock. Of tbe larger species of cattle, the 
long-horned breed of oxeft and cows is the most 

general, though the Hereford and Devon breeds 
bave been suceessfally introduced. The breed 
also of pigs, which in some districts is still 
very bad, ha&been materially improved by the 
introductton of the best sorts from Eng- 
land. The Kerry ' cows are esteemed in dai- 
ries, for the quantity of milk they yield. In 
speaking of tbem, Mr. Tiosi, in hia Survey of 
Kilkenny y says, I have seen a bull and three 
dry cows sold Sat six guineas; and a bullock 
asMl six dry cows, for nine gnineas i and a seoro 
has been sold for thirty pounds : lately their 

fnom have liseiBr Tkm mt dom n«t fswsd 



that of a moderate suckbg calf." The sheep 

also of the same country are much esteemed 
for their superior iiavour. The common slieep 
of the country are of a good size and kaot. The 
breed of goats is very numerous, and are kept 
by the labourers and small farmers, for the 
use of their milk. They are chiefly white, and 
resemble the breed of those in North W ales. 
The horses are very hardy, and patient of £a« 
tigue ; and I was surprised to see with what 
apparent ease such half-starved animals could 
draw my chaise for so many successive miles. 

4 

Cjlimate. The climate of Ireland does not 
seem to have altered much since the days of 
Gjkaldus, who in the twelfth century de- 
scribes it as subject to continual rain and clouds. 
"Tanta siquidem pluviarum hie jam inundat 
uberias, tanta nebular um et nubium mcumbit 
impuritaSf ut vis tres dies vel astivas cantinmd 
serenifate clarescere videas,^ Such I found it 
in the summer 1806, though in England a finer 
and drier season was never known. Yet though 

certainly the Irish climate is much more humid 
tlian that of England, aud of course rather ad- 
verse to scorbutic and rheumatic complaints, yet 
upon the whole I do not learn that it is generally 
unwholesome: indeed the healthy and populous 
appearance of the peasant^s hovel, with every dis- 
advantage of closeness and filth on its side, seems 
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to speak strongly in favour o^ the climate.- 

Dr. Beaufort observes, that it is rather 
more variable, and perhaps milder than that of 
England ; the summer less hot, the winter less 
severe. The air is certainly damper, but this 
qilality is not to be attributed entirely to the 
bogs which are scattered all over the kingdom, 
but chiefly to its insular situation, and to the 
great quantity of moist particles that are wafted 
from the ocean by the westerly winds, wliich 
most trequently prevail. This moisture, how- 
ever, is not prejudicial to health, neither is the 
neigh bourhootl ot bogs unwholesome. The bog 
waters, far from emitting putrid exhalations, like 
stagnant pools and marshes, are of an antiseptic 
quality, as appears from their preserving for 
BgeSf and even adding to the durability of 
timber, which we find universally buried be- 
neath their surfaces, and from their converting 
to assort of leather, the skins of men and ani* 

mals, who have had the misfortune of beino- 
lost, or remaining in them for any length of 
time/' 

The winter season is in general so mild, that 
stalls for the shelter of cattle are thought useless, 
and little hay is consumed ; which may account 
iti some degree for the want of attention paid to 
thepastttves. Bebit, a writer of the seventh cen*^ 
tury, speaking of Ireland, says, to the same 
purport: Nemo propter hiemcm aut fdina 
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sicei, aut st49lkuia/0krieeiJume»iU:' ' ' Let ik^ 
one cut hay for the winter, nor build stabling 
for bifi cattle." 

Roads aiul Turnpikes. It isson^eM liat sitt- 
gular, that a turnpike siK)uld be a synoaioMiift 
term for ^ bad road^ and that the cress rotfdt 
should be so remaikably good. Hiefle ai e niadc 
by preaeatmeoi before the Grand Jury at the 
county amitca in the foUowing manner : " Be^ 
fore a presentment to meud a road is granted 
by the Grand Jnry^ an affidavit must be made 
by two persons^ to say, that they have measured 
ity ajod that it out of repair, and that it will, 
requtrea-csertein sum per perch to repddr the same 

effectually. This a j) plication must be lodged with 
the clerk ol the Grand Jury six days pcevious 
to theasaizesy to be by himregitteml^ towfaidi 
registry all persons have access, and where tlxey 
find a road applied for that does not want 
repair, they hare a power of trarersing the 
presentment. If no sudi traverse is entered, 
the parties applying generally get permission to 
mend it ; between which time>and the ensuing 
assises, they repair the road, and when afii« 
coujated for, sxtA audited by the Jndge and 
GriiLcl Jury, they receive the amount. The 

overseer hafi gve pei* eanU upon the monqy exr* 
pended"*. 
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la my Preface^ I had oecaston to mnarkv 
that to traveL with comfort through Ireiaady a 
ttima muat be tndependoity as to carriage and 
boraes ; all inconveniences will then cease; for 
he will find excellent roads [except in some 
ftsv faftfttaMea} tokraUe imia, and better irine 
and poultry thaa be will generally meet with on 
» provimdal tiauv either in £ngUuid or W^es. 

It has been justly reniarked, and with credit 
la the Iiigher clats of society in lieland^ that 
it is easier for a stranger to find bis way into 
their houses than out of them. Aboiisli the 
M&^.or partinytokevy which the nentai aer« 
▼ants still in many houses expect, and Irish 
hospitality will be complete. Neither is the 
heart of the poorest cottier a stranger to these 
generous feelings: his jog of milk, and plate 
of potatoeSi are charitabiy offered, alike to the 
•rmnclboy, and to the mendicant who appears 
before his door : in short, chanty throughout 
the whole ialasd supplies the want of poor laws^ 
Ingratitude to two unknown In^h geiitleaien, 
Ik hefaoirea me to reeord the instances of civility 
which I) as a strmmger, received from tfaeoa. 
Doling my Southern Tour, whilst employed in 
diarwiog M^^oaiiAc'a Chapel at Cassex^ a 
gentlema-n entered into conversation with me, 
aaii we returned togethcs. to the ino^ Soon 
eAfeTMnla he begged to introduce his friend to 
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me, who in the most pressing manner invited 
me to his seat in die neig^hbourhood, and on 
the truly urged plea of ill. health only, could I 
decline this friendly and unexpected invita- 
tion. 

During our Northern Tour, another instance 
of marked attention occurred. Whilst chang- 
ing horses at an inn on the road to Cavan, we 
entered into conversation with a gentleman 
who was travelling the same way ; and on our 
arrival at Cavan, we received from him several 
letters to his friends on the line of our road, 
desiring them to point out to us the different 
beauties, and objects worthy of our notice* 

Englishman! do thou likewise! 

Conclusion. If we look to the temperature 
of the Irish climate^ the fertility of its soil^ the 
bays, asstuaries, and rivers, with which its pro- 
vinces are intersected ; in short, if we consider 
the numerous and great advantages which mi- 
ture has profusely lavished upon this island ; al- 
though we lyust at present lament the want of 
industry and' activity in improving them, yet 
every one must view with secret sasisfaction, 
the latent riches and succour which the Mother 

Country may in future times derive from the 
Uaughter ; and as from their extraordinary fer* 
tily, the island of Sicilt^ was esteemed tht 
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buttery of the Roman Republic, and the nunc 

of the Roman people * ; and that of Angleset 
was called the Mother of Wales; Mon mam 
Cymhry^f so may Hibernia in sucoeeding 
ages be dignified with titles equally endearing", 
and equally beneficial both to herself, and to 
that kingdom with which she has of late been so 
happily united, ^ 

* *^ ltmpi€ We M. Cato uUm peiianam re^Mem nosintf et 
nutrkmfkbk Bomamii Sicilum tummmitJ' ' 

Cicero Actio in Verrcm, 
f " £5^ enim hxc insula (MonaJ prce cttnctis Cumin 10:^/1 nib us 
triticeo germine incumparabiliter facundOf adeo iU proverbialitcr , 
<ftci sokat lingud Britannicdy " M(m mam Cymbryl* qiiod Laimi 
auuU Mow Mattr Cambnm^ GinUdm Uuu Camtrke* 
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'Macftuss Abbet. Journal^ page 7L In my 
note on tiie Abbey, itow geneially known by 
thn iuune» and whose rains form a beautiful ap- 
pendage to the grounds of Mr. iisaBfiRT, I in* 
advertently committed an enor in stating, 
^ tbat'tt was not mentioned, either in the large 
or small Monasticon," I have since discovered, 
that it has been described in each of these 
works, under the title of Ikrelagh, or Irria- 
j^ouoH. The respective authoia however differ 
as to the period of its foundation, and a& to the 
name of its founder; but Sir James Wa&£ 
agrees with Mr. Aechixale as to the founder, 
(Donald, son of Thady McCarthy,) the 
date of the building in 1440, audits subsequent 
reparations in 1468. Mr. AacHDALS also adds, 

that it was reedified by the Roman Catholics 
in the year 1602;" and Mr. Weld, in hasiate 
Description of Killarney, mentions an in- 
scription on the north wall of the chancel of 
the church, stating it either to have been com- 
pletely repaired, or rebuilt, in the year 1626. 

Orate pro felici statu fratrii TuAni Holeni 
qui hunc sacrum conventum de novo repararc 
curavit Anno Domini milksimo scxccntesimo 
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^igesimo sej^toJ" See a fac simile of this ioscrip- 

tion in Mr. Weld's Illustrations of the Scenery 
of Killarmy^ page 31. 

Holt Cross, la my account of this Abbey, 
[Journal, page 146] extracted from the Mo^ 
na^ticon of Mr. Archdalf, I have attributed 
its foundation to DoNOGH Carbragh 0'BRi£!r» 
King of Ltm]^rick. The siii name of Carbragh, 
or Caerbreach^ was (according to Mr. Lodgr) 
given to the third ofDoNooH, or Donald 
O Brien, and appears to have been here im- 
properly inserted ; for the foundation of the 

monastery took place (according; to Ware) 
about the year ll69; and according to other 
writers, in 1181, during the lifetime of the ft- 
ther. DoNQGii O'Brien. Mr. Archdale meu- 
tions the first abbot .in the year. 118£; and 
DuGDALE recites a grant of land made to this 
abbey by Uokald, King of LiMERiCK, in the. 
presence of the said Abbot Giieoort. My 
readers are therefore desired to erase the word 
Carbragh at page 146| line 1. 
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.Names ol Plam. 



Ih- IILIV' 

Black Bull.Iaii 

A^teNelstowo 

Mullingar 

Tullainore 

Birr 

Luutfick through 7 
Jvillaloe j 
Adiiir 
Newbridge 

Tarbert 

Trallce 
Killarney 
-Mill Su-ect 
Curk , 
Cloyne 

Vouahal 



N«unt;» of Inns. 



Po8(boi8c$ Roads, 



Usmore 

Fermoy 

•Mallow 

Charlevillo 

J'ippciajy 

Cashel r 

lohnstowa 

DuiTOW 

Ballyroati 

Emo Inn 

Naas 
Racool 

Maynooth 
Trim . 



{ 



Black Bull 
lie illy Arms 



Lady Gaffe's 
Bury Arms 
King's Arms 

Liiiicijck III (cl, 

(SwinbunKj 
No Inn 
Do. 

Good Inn 

Devi lie's Inn 
Scanlan'b Hotel 
Goorl Inn 
Serai fj's Hotel 
No good Inn 
Campbell sand How- 
ard's Hotels 
New Inn 
King^s Arms 
New Inn 
Two Inns 
Read s Inn 
Ryall's Ina 
A good Inn 
Do, 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

L''< (.h's Hotel, Kil- 
dare Str. 6c c. Sec, 
Large Inn 
Reiliy Arms 

^ 



P. horses 
Do. 



Do. 
Few 

P» horseslDo. 
U>o. 



Do. 

Do. 

None 
Do. 



P. horses 

P. horses 
None 

P. horses 

None 
P. horses 
Do. 

Do. 
Few 
Plenty 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Badb. 

P. horses 
Do, 



Good 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do, 



Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Hilly 
Very bad 

Do. 
Gt)od 

tolerable 



Good 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
D.J. . 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
tolerable 

< 'ood 

Do. 
Do. 



Miles. 



10 
12 
11 
12 
12 
6 
19 
}9 

25 

8 
8 

16 

25 
15 
16 

18 

12 

15 
15 
15 

15 
21 
10 
17 
8 
8 
9 

10 
10 
8 

8 

12 
14 



r 
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i^AIIlCS Ul i laCCS* 


i^aillCs ill AXllI)* 






Miles 


Mitchelstowii 








11 








Kclls 


.A good Inji 


P. horse> 


Good 


12 


... 

V irginia 


4 1 -.1 

A liecenl lim 


uo. 


Do. 


9 


Cavan 


Bail Inns 


Do. 


Hilly 


13 


Bdturbet 


Bad Inn 


None 


Good 


8 


Lnimkillrn 


Krad s Inn 


P. no^se^ 


Do. 


19 


C hurch llill 


Clean but small 


rew 


Do. 


9 


Bally shannon 


Kxecrable 


Do. 


Do. 


14 


Donegal 


Good Inn 


Do. 


Hilly 


9 


Bally bufcy 


Small and clean 


P. horses 


Do. 


14 


Uerry 


Murrav's Inn 


Do. 


Do. , 


20 


Newtown LimavacK 


A decent Inn 


None 


Good 


13 


Lolcraine 


Sterling's Inn 


P. horses 


Do. 


10 


Causeway 








10 








Ballymony 


A decent Inn 


Do. 


Do. 


mm 

7 


Ahoghill 


Indifferent 


Do. 


Do. 


14 


Antrim 


Crawford's Inn 


Do. 


Do. 


12 


Belfast 


Wilson's Hotel 


Do. 


Do. 


12 


Hillsborougn 


Corporation Arms 


Do. 


Uo. 


12 


Tolly more Park 
Mill Town 






21 








\ tolerable Inn 


Do. 


Do. 


8 


Ross Trevor 


Good Inn 


Do. 


Do. 


0 




iCina'^ Arm< 
IX 1 J 1^ o X 1 1 Ilia 


Do. 


Do. 


7 


Dundalk 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


10 


Dunlecr ' 


1 olcrabie 


Uo. 


uo. 


10 


Slane 


Good 


Do. 


Do. 


14 


New Grange 








3 








6 


Navan 


rolerablc 


Do. 


Do. 


IVira 


Reiily Arms 


Do. 


Do. 


8 


Kilcock 


Tolerable 


Do. 


Do. 


11 


Dublin 


Leech's Hotel, &c. 


Do. 


Do. 


i6 








Irish Miles 


810 



N.B. 825 Irish miles, by the ratio of 11 to 14, make 1050 
English miles ; and the above 810 Irish Miles, will make a 
little more than 1030, English measure ; but in travelling through 
the country, the difference between the length of miles, and the 
reputed distances between the stages, is very palpable, and often 
very severely felt. 
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BOOKS 

RECENTLY PUBLISHED BY WILLUM MILLER, 

ALBBKARLB StKBET* 



THB PROGRESS OF 

ARCHBISHOP BALDWL\ THROUGH WALES, 

09 THB SSBTtCE Or TBE UOtT CB089. 

•I ^ ^ 

ATHP TBB 

DESCRIPTION OF WALES, 

Written in Latin by Giraldus de Barri; translated into Eng- 
lish, and iliub^tia'ed with Maps, Views, and Annotations, by 
Sir RICHARD COLT liOARE, Bart. 
Volume the First contaioA a copious Life of Giraldus, and an 
IntrodacUoa to the History of W«let,iD which the Invasioiis of 
Britain of Julius Caesar, Plautius, Clandii, and Oatorius, nie nc* 
cmtely described by Maps, as well as the Progiest of the Ro- 
man Legions in Wales until the Period of its final Subjugation 
by ACTricola; toaother with a detailed Account of the several 
Human Roads and Stations still existing in the Principality* 
Thb Volume concludes with the First Book of the Itinerary, 
and contains 14 Views of Castles, Abbies, &c. engraved by the 
late Mr. Byrne in his best Manner ; 4 small Maps, and 14 Platea 
by Basire. 

Volume the Sicond contains the Second book of the Itine- 
rary, and the Dcicription of Wales in Two Books by Giraldus; 
tk Supplement, in which the Places omitted by him are described; 
and an Essay on British Architecture, in which its progressive 
Hitlory is traced in so easy and perspicuous a Manner, that, by 
the Assistance of the annexed Plates, (he Knowledge of its Prin* 
ciples and Formation may be acquirtrd with certainty, and with* 
out difficulty. A List of Publicalions relating to Wales is added 
to this Volume, which contains 17 Views of Castles, Abbies, 
kc, by Mr. Byrne; One large Map, and 10 Plates, by Basire. 

This mcNtt splinidid work is beantifally printed by Bulm^ 
Ml the finest Drawing Paper, in two thick Quarto ToInnMi^ 
price Eight Guineas, boards.^A few co]»es were taken off ont 
larj^ Imperial Quarto,vvitlx Proof Imprelsions of thf Plates, price 
Sloven Guineas, boards. 
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Books pubiuli^^ JViUtam Miikr. 

ITINEEARIUM CAMBRIA, 

sen bborioMB Baldvini Cantuariciuis Arcliie|iiscopj per Walliara 
IcgfttMNus accunla Dctcriptio. 

Auctore GIRALDO CAMBRENSE. 

CAMBKIi£D£SCRiPTIO,AuctoreGiRALUOCAMBHKNSE» 

N.B, Intbii edition, maoy interesting particulars respectiDg the 
Author are inserted, togietfaer with the second boolc, entitled 

De lUaudabilibus Walliae," which in every former Latin edi- 
lion has been omitted. It is pimlcd uiiifoiaiiy with ihe above 
translation by Sir Richard Hoart^yHud mlendcd ti^ bind with it 
Price Two Guineas, boards* 

A PRACTICAL TREATISE 

THE GAME OF BILLIARDS, 

Accurately exhibiting the Rules and Practice adnutied and 
established by the first Players of the Present Day, and illustrated 
with a I^umcrous Collection oi Cases, explanatory of eack of 
the different Forms of the Game, Calci}lations for Betsiagt Taides 
of Odd^, Stc&c, 

By E. WHITE, Esq. 
Embellished with Seventeen EngntviiigB, 
Crown Octavo, price lOs. 6d. boards. 

TliE SHIPWRECK; 

A POEM. 

9]^ WILI^AxM FALUQMER, A SAU.OB. 

The Teyt illustrated by additional Note^ and a Life of the 
Author. By J. S. Ci.4».iC, F. R. S. Vicar oi Preston, and ii^ 
bjl^ian to the Prince. 

Beautifully priuted by BaUanlyneyaod Embeilisbed,with £i^ 
jiWIWgt ^ Cit|j|fnvftMii fiaoAtii^bjrPiooockyCiMHiOctavo^ 

: Ai«ir Copii^imm.fersda.cCthej^ 

]^ye b^^irtifjil Wovkf ivilkiittwfqdfttes, Impmi Ootayii^ pikft 

21. 2». boards. " 
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Mooki puMshtd 6y WiiHam Miller. 

IIhS day is published, with various Wooti Engravings, hand- 
aomdy phiited ia Foolscap Octavo, price £ight biuUmgii, 

Emhtllhshed with a Frontispiece^ 
THE THIRD EDITION, 
OF THs SECOND yo£vxB of 

THE MISERIES OF HUMAN LIFE; 

OR, 

THE LAST GROANS 
ov 

TIMOTHY TESTY AND SAMUEL SENSITIVE. 

With which are now, for the first time interspersed, VarutuSf 

incidental to the principal matter, in Prose and Verse. In Nine 

additiQiial Dialogues, as overheard 

By JAMES BERESFORD, A. M. 
Fellow of Mert<mC^ege,Ojfor(Bl, 

Jiho this day is published, the BiORTn bditiok of the first 

VOLUME, which also is embellished with a new and cbancteristic 

Frontispiece. 

N. B. Both the above Plates are engraved by Scriven, from 
original Drawings by the Author of the Work. 

Also, is now published, price Twelve Shillii^ a Series of 
Seventeen Coloured Engravings, taken from the two Volumes of 
the MiSBRtBS OF HuuAN Life, drawn and engraved by J. A. 
Adunson. 

N. B. This Set of HomouTOns Plates is intended either to 
to bound up and sold with th^ Work, or separately in boards : 
the tatter, descriptive Letterpress is given. 

AN SS8AY ON TBB 

ART OF INGENIOUSLY TORMENTING, 

With proper Rules for ihc« l{,xercise of that amusing Study ; with 
some general instructiun^i fur plaguing all youi Acquaintances. 
^* Speak daggers, but use none." Sii axspeare. 
The above oelebialed Satire was origjoiaUy written by Mm 
jane Collyer, the intimate £nend' of Fieldingi and to this editMm 
Is added an ei^g^fii^ by GUlray, repra«ntiiiga Cat tommik^ « 
Mouse, 

The Fourth Edition, elegantiy, pnnted uniibnuly with tkt 
Miseries," price 6s. boards. 
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Oa the 20th of January, 1807, was published, volume the firit, 
price Fivo (iumeaf, boards, A PICTURESQUE REPRE- 
SENTATION of the MILITARY and ISHSCELLANEOUS 

COSTUMES OF GREAT BRITAIN, 

With a Descriptive Enay oo the Subject of each Plate, in Eng-^ 
liih and French, by 

JOHN AUGUSTUS ATKINSON. 
N. B. The above jplcndid work is printed on super-royal 
Folio Paper, (uniformly with the iai|p! Russian Costume) and 
wtU be completed in Three Volnmeiy containing One Handled 
Dngravin^y coloilred in the best manner. The Secoixl Volume 
will be ready in Ianuary> 1808, 

Dedicated to the Earl of Moira. 

THE LIFE OF THOMAS DERMODY ; 
intewperaed with Pieces of original PoetKy»niany exhibttiQg ni^ex* 

atnpled Prrmaturi^ of genuine poetical Talent ; and containing 
a Scries of Correspondence with several eminent Characters. 
By JAIMKS (UlANT RAYMOND, 

** He who such polish d lines so well could fornix 

Was Passion's slave, was Indiscretions child ; 

Now eaitb-cnanioui'd gro/ling with the worm ; 

Now sciaph-plum'dy the wondeiiiil, the wild/* 

Dekmodt's Ehthusiast« 
\* As Ae Subject of these Blemoiis (whoae career through 
Life was not dissimilar to that of SAVAGE,or ofCHATTERTON)was 
but little known m Liiglu.nri, cxcu jtt tu a i^\v Characr^Ts eminent 
for literary* 1 alent, it may not be unnecessary to state (what a 
Perusal of the Work will amply demonstrate), that his poetical 
Efiusions are the Emanations of exalted eariy Genius;— his Cha^ 
lacteff maiM by the most eccentric TMts ;-^his Mind at onoe 
bolli - ardent and indolent iroqnentiy soaring to the Regions of 
Learning, Taste, and Fanoy ; yet clouded by a Conduct approx- 
imating to the meanest State of moral Tui piiutlt;: an Existence of 
chequerctl Vicissitude — entertaining and interesting, yet tcrmi- 
miting in the bitterest Poverty and a premature Death. 

This Work is embellished with a portrait etched by Fittler; 
from n Painting by AiiingHam. 2 Volumes^ Crown Octafo> price 
ifikboaidi. 
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Books published hif William Miller. . 

... ' . 

On the 25th of April, 1807, was published, 

EmhelHshtd with a Characteristic coloured Engraving, 

STULTIFERA NAVIS; 

Qua omnium mortalium narratur Stultilia, 




I": 



THE 

MODERN SHIP OF FOOLS. 

/£.1XE PERENNIUS. 

A Whip for the Horse, a Bridle for the Ass, and a Rod for the Fool'i 
Back. Solomon. 

N. B. This Work is printed elegantly in Foolscap Octavo, price 

Eight Shillings, Boards. 
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Aoftf turned by Wmm MHOet. 

THE COSTUME OF GREAT BRITAIN, 

iir A 

SERIES OF COLOURED ENGRAVINGS; 
the Subjects collected, araiigedy aud executed, and the Descrtp* 
tions whtteDy 

BY W. IL PYNE. 
This very Elegant Publication will be comprised in Twelve 
Number»i«ach contaiuing Five Plates, price l5s. each. — Eight 
Numbers are already published^ and the whole Work wili cer- 
Hkinly be completed by Jaouaiy, 1808. 

It f$ printed lutiformly with the Workt of r umilar nature^ 
published by William Miller, and u m Continuation of that 
Series (which he has announced) pfoducing A COMPLETE 
COSTUME of the WORLD, towaidi which, the following 
proportion has already b« < n jniblished by him: 
The Costume of China, by Lieut-Colonel,Ma»on» l. s. d. 
60 Engravings, price - ' - • 6 6 Q 

,11 „ . Turkey, 60 Engraviiigp, price - 8 8 0 
I ■ " I ' ' ' ]lo«sia, 72 Engravings, price - 8 8 0 
- ■ . Austria, 50 Engravings, price * 6 6 O 
The Puniduaents of China, 82 Engravings, price - S 13 6 



THE BliillSH DRAMA; 
compfieliending(wi(h the exception of Sfaakspeare) thel)cst Plays 
in the Ea^ish Language*. 

N. B. The above Woric, comprising near One Hundred and 
Fifty Tragedies, Comedies, Operas, and Farces, (two Vol«. Tra- 
gedies, two Coinedie«, and one Op( ras and F.iixi b), is jjj lutcd by 
Ballantvne with a ri( w and clear Letter, on fine wove Paper, the 
whole containing I wo Thousami Seven Hundred Pages in double 
columns. Vignettes, from designs by Smirke and Howard, em- 
bellish the Title pages. 

In Five Volumes, large Royai Octavo, price 31. 8s. boards. 

Each Series may be had scpamtely, at the f<dlowing prices in 
boards: 

Tragedies^ 2 vol. price ll. 6s. 
Comedies, 2 vol. price 11.^ 
Operas and Farces, 1 vol. price l6s. 
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Badu puhUihtd 6y WiUiam Miller. 



THE DRAMATIC WORKS 

or 

WIUJAM SHAKSPEARE; 

embellished with vignette Title Pages, engraved by Fittler, tioiu , 
de&igns by Smirke. 

Printed in Double Columns, with a new clear Type, in Two 
Volum(>s large Royal Octavo, price ll. 10s. extra boards. 

N.B. This portable editioii of our immortal bard, is printed 
unilbrmlywitlitfaeBritisliDiaiiia; and with tbnt woHl i««fi8 tba 
best Collection of English Plays, comprised in the smallest eoni« 
pass, and at the most reasonable price hitherto offered to Cha 
public. 

Now printing, and will be published early in the year of 180S, 

lij Driuy ai)d lluyal Octavo, 

THE WORKS Of JOHN DRYDEN ; 

with a Life of the Author, and Notes critical and illustcatoiy. 
By WALTER SCOTT, Esq. 
Printed for William Millbr, Albemarle-streeL 
It 19 a Circrnnstance, ndther honourable to ouiTaste, nor to 

our natiunal Feeling, that au buriiired Years haveclapsed since 
the Death of Dry Hen (one of the greatest Names in English 
Poetry), without having furnished a COMPLETE Edition of his 
Works. In theeariier Part of the last Century, it is possible that 
the general and unbounded Admiration of Pope, and the School 
o( Poetiy which he founded^ diverted the public Atteiition fiQm % 
writer inferior in Taste, though estcelling him in Oenitts; de&* 
cienttn Correctness, though far superior in Energy of Thought 
and Diction. But as it is long since the Public have looked back 
with a favourable Eye on the Works of the ancient aad power- 
ful Poets of the seviMUemth Century, it is presumed that a com- 
plete Edition of Dryden s Writings, comprehending his original 
Works of every Description, must now be considered as filling 
up a disgraceful Blank in the Literature of England* 

The Text in the intended Publication shall be givea accurately 
from the best Editions. The Notes and Illustrations arc such 
as have been dictated by the Editor's deep Sense of the Import- 
ance of the Task. 
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THE FINE ARTS. 
BRITISH GALLERY OF ENGRAVINGS, 

from Picturci in passenion of ihe King» and die Noblenm and 
Gentlemen of ihe united kingdonw* 

With MMue Account of cnch Picture, end a Life of the Artist : 
alio a flhoft Hntory of the Arte of Painting and Kngmving, in* 
eluding the UUe and Progrctui ul tUo^c Arts in Grcat Briiauu 

By EDWARD FORSTER, A.M. FJt S. and S.A. 

Who has obtained the permission and sanction of His Mnjcsty, 
and those Noblemen and Gentlemen who are possessed of the^ 
most valuable Collections* 

. The Work will be in folio, and published in numben, two of 
which will appear this season. 

Every Plate will be engraved in the line or stroke manner, being 
the onhf mode in which umilar uuiks <>/ any rcsptctabiiity have ever 
been t.ifcuttd, by Artists of the first abilities in this country, 
among whom may be mentioned, (as having engaged to ejiert 
their best abilities on this Work,) Armstrong, Bromley, Byme» 
Fitticr, Heath, Landseer, Lrgat, Medland, Middiman, Mitan, 
Neagle, Noble, Raimbach, Schiavonetti, Scott^ Sharp, Anker 
Smithy Wanen, &c. &c. 

The Work will be published by 

William Mxlleb, Alb£ma&l£ Siaebt. 

wheia a full and enlarged plan of it may be had, and when se- 
veral of the Pictures may be seen. 

The importance of this Work, in a national view, for the tn- 
couiagemi lit of English Artists, will, it is prcsvnned, siifhciently 
recommend it to all Patrons of the Arts in this country. 



Frinicd by William Savage, 
Bedford Bury. 

X 
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